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Ho ufe of Co m mons^ 

DURING 

The Laft Seflion of the Fourth Parliament 
of Great Briiaiu. 

fER Majefly Qyeeu ANNE dying on'^'^ P^lhrnm 
Sunday the firft of ^ugufi 1714, and the bS^^ ihckVc^L.l 
Crown of thefe Redms immediately ^^g. ^jf^^^^^*^ ^^ 
H I v^ volving to Ms royal highnefs the Eleftor 
of Hanover, purluant to the a^ of Settle- 
ment pafs'd in 1 70 1, the Parliament, ac-* 
cording to a refolution taken in Council, 
met thut very day ; but Sir Thomas Hanmer, bare. Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons, knight of the Oiire for Suffolk, be- 
ing in the country, Mr William Bromley, member for the uni- Mr w, BromJ«yii 
vcrfity of Oxford,and Secretary of State, movM to adjourn ^o ^''""^ ^" ^J""'"* 
the Wedncfday following ; which being feccindedj Sir Richard ^^ h- ^^^^^ 



Mr W. Bromley. 



Mr R. Walpole. 



Mr T. Onflow. 
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* thing in our power, to make your Majeily^s rcign happy 

* and glorious. 

Mr Bromley, in his motion for the foregoing addrefs, 
dwelt much on the great lofs the nation had fuftain'd by the 
Queen's death ; and was back'd by * Mr Robert Walpole, 
member for Lynn, who mov'd, that they fliould give 
the King alTurances of their making good all Parliamentary 
Funds, f Mr Thomas Onflow, member for Guilford, (aid 
thereupon, * that the principal ftrefs of the Addrefs ought 
' not to lie upon condoling, but upon congratulating, and 

* giving the King afliirances of their readinefs to maintain 

* both his Majcfty's undoubted title to the Crown, andpub- 

* lick Credit.' 
The fame day a motion being made, that a Supply be 

granted to the King, for the better fupport of his Majefly't 
houftiold, ^c. the confideration thereof was referred to the 
Committee of the whole Houfe the next day, when the fame 
was agreed to ttem. con. and fram'd into a refolution. And 
on the 7th a Bill being ordered to be brought in accordingly, 
Mr. Wykes, member for Northampton, propofed tacking 
to it a Bill for limiting the number of Officers in the Houfe ot 
Commons, but nobody feconding that motion, it dropp'd. 

Some members having mov'd for Sir William Wyndham, 
bart. member for Somerietlhire,and ChanceUor of the Exche- 
quer,to be Chairman of the grand Committee of Subfidy, Mr 
Mr R. Walpole. Robert Walpole reply'd, that Mr. .Conyers, member for 
Eaft Grinflead, had for fo many years fo well difcharg'd that 
office, that it would be ungrateful, unmannerly and impru- 
dent to chufe another ; on which Mr Conyers carried it. 

Then it waspropos'd to give the King one million fterlingi 
but this motion, tho' not dire^y oppos'd, afterwards dropt. 
j^ug. 1 2. Mr. Conyers prefentcd to the houfe a Bill for the 
better fupport of his Majefty's houftiold, iffc. and on the fe- 
cond reading thereof the next day, ** Mr Horatio Wal- 
inc mnovcrian P°^^' member for Caftle-Rifmg, mov'd, that the Corn- 
Troops, and offer- mittce of the whole Houfe, to whom the faid Bill was 
ipprchcnriht ^° committed, might have power to receive one claufe, to 
l^«tciidcr. enable the Lord Treafurer, .or Commiflloners of the Tnea- 

fury for the time being, to iflue the fum of 65022 1. 8 s. 8 d, 
being the arrear due to the troops of Hanover, for their fcr- 
ViQc in the Low Countries in the year 1712, out of the 

300,000 L 



Motion for a 
Supply. 



Mr Wykes. 



Mr Conycn. 



Mr H.Walpolc's 



* Since created a Km^ht of the Bath, afterwards of the Garter, tmatU 
ChuiKelkr^ and Vjider-lreafurer of the Exchcmer^ &C. 

f A'ow Lord Onflow- 

•* Sitice made. Auditor of the Plantatinn Accounts^ *^mtjt Sgcretmy to 
the Tre^rUy, &c. w^ Cfarir to tfpc H9!'JM^, attd A^ib<*{fjdi)r to thit States 
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300,000 1. granted in the laft feffion of Parliament to her late Anno i. c^ l 
Majefty, towards fatisfying the debt due on account to the vJ?^^^>^ 
Land- Forces. And another claufe to enable and require the 
lord high Treafurer, ^c, to iffue out of any money granted 
by parliament 100,000 1. for apprehending the Pretender, if 
ever he fliould land, or attempt to land in any of his Maje- 
fty's dominions. ' 

Sir William Wyndham feconded Mr Walpole in the firftsirw,WjmdhMu 
claufe ; and Mr Shippen, member for Saltafh, very ingenu- Mr shippea. 
oufly own'd he had opposed that payment in the late reign, 
but that he was for it now. Mr Aldworth, member for MrMdworth. 
Windfor, back'd likewife the motion ; but as if he defign'd 
to expofe the member, who, at this jun£iure, appeared fo 
forward to pay thofe very troops, which, a few months be- 
fore, he had treated as Runaways, he faid, " That for his 
part, he had formerly been againft that payment, becaufe he 
had been given to underfland, in that very houfe, that thofe 
troops were Deferters ; but that he had fince been in- 
formed, that they were hir'd to fight^ and had ferv'd well as 
long as there was fighting ; and if when they came in fight 
of the enemy, they who had hir'd them, would not fu^er 
them to fight, he cUd not fee the reafon why they fhould be 
caird Deferters." As to the claufe, for a reward of 1 00,000 1. 
for apprehending the Pretender, Mr Campion, knight of the MrCianpioA. 
(hire for SufTex, faid, ** That he was not in the Houfe 
when that claufe was mov^d ; but if he had been prefent, he 
would have opposed it, becaufe, in his opinion, the Prote- 
fiant Succeffion was no longer in danger, fince his Majeily's 
peaceable acceffion to the throne ; and he defy'd all the houfe 
to prove the contrary." He was feconded by Mr Ship- Mr shippen. 
pen : but Mr * W. Pulteney, member for Heydon, and, after Mr vv.Puitcner. 
him the + lord Lumley, member for Arundel, argu'd, LocdUmicy. 
** That the Protelbnt Succeffion was in danger, as long 
as there was a Popifh Pretender, who had many friends 
both at home and abroad : That the late Queen was 
fenfible of that danger, when ihe ifTu'd out her proclama- 
tion againft him ; and that the cafe was not altered by her 
Maje^-'s demife : That the nation would be at no charge, 
if the Pretender did not attempt to land ; and if he did, 
100,000 L would be well beftow'd to apprehend him." To 
which no reply was made. 

The Commons having pafs'd the Subfidy Bill, and two 
others, and the fame being alfo returned to them pafs'd by 
the Lords ; on the zifi of Jugufi the Lords Juftices went ta 

the 

• MaJe Privy Contfellrr an J Sioet.try sit Ffif, Sept. 17. 171 4. mA 
Cqfferer cf the HauflxU^ May 23, 1713. 
f A9» £Url of Scarbroujli. 
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the Houfe of Lords, and the Commons attending, the Spea- 
ker, on prefenting the BilJ, For the Better Support of his Ma- 
jeftys Hou/holdj ^c. together with another Money-bill, made 
the following Speech. 

My Lords, 

The Speaker's * 'T^HE Knights, Citizcns, and Burgefles of Great Bri- 

iSds*jiSicc&,on * X tain, in Parliament afTembled, under the prefent 

ISSSu'' &c * happinefs they enjoy, by his Majefty's peaceable and quiet 

* * acceilion to the throne, could not enter upon any Work 

* more fatisfa^lory and pleaiing to themfelves, than the pro- 

* viding a fufficient revenue for the occafions of his Majelly's 

* civil government, in order to make his reign as eafy and 

* profperous, as the beginning of it hath been fecure and un- 
"- difturb'd. 

* They are fenfible, that the peace of the Kingdom is not 

* to be preferv'd, nor the rights and liberties of the Subjefts 

* to be protected, without fupporting the juft authority and 

* dignity of the Crown j and therefore they have thought it 

* their intereft, as well as duty, to make fuch a provifion, as 

* may not barely fuffice to the neceifity of the Government, 

* but may be fuitable to the ftate, the honour, the luftre, 

* which the Crown of Great Britain ought to be attended 

* with. 

* Whatfoever is fuperfluous in that provifion, and more 

* than the ordinary fervices of his Majefty ihall require, will 

* but enable him to exert his higheft and moft valuable pre- 

* rogative of doing good : And we can give no greater proof 

* of the truft we repofe in his Majefty 's gracious difpofition, 
' than putting the fame entire revenue into his hands, which 

* her late Majefty died poflefs'd of ; whofe virtues we all ad- 

* mir'd, and of whofe affections and concern for the religion, 

* laws, and liberties of this kingdom, we had had fo long 

* experience. 

* As the Crown itfelf defcends immediately, and knows no 

* vacancy, the Commons have taken care that the revenue 

* ihould follow it as clofe as poffible ; for they have given all 

* the difpatch to this grant, which the forms of their pro- 

* ceedings would allow ; fo that when his Majefty (hall pleafe 
' to anfwer the impatient defires of his people, by coming to 

* take pofTeffion of his kingdoms, he will find himfelf equally 

* eftablifh'd in thefe revenues, as if he had fucceeded to all 

* by an uninterrupted right of inheritance ; the only diffe- 

* rence is this, that if he had inherited them, he would have 
*. wanted one fingle proof of the duty, and afFedlion, and 

* unanimity of his fubjeds. 

* Our deiire is, that this may be look'd upon as an earneft 

* and a pledge of that zeal and fidelity which we ihall always 

retain. 
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' retain, and which, upon every occafion, we (hall be ready Anno i. cco. i. 

* to demonftrate to his Majefty's perfon and government : As v.Jtnx'x^^ 

* fuch, we hope, his Majefty will gracioufly accept it at this 

* time ; and hereafter, when he Ihali have had experience 

* of this firft voluntary offering of his loyal Conmions, we 

* hope he will find it to his fatisfadion, as large and as ample 

* as he could wifh ; might but the term of the grant be as 

* long as we could wifh, fince it is to have equal continuance 

* with his Majefly's life. ^ 

My Lords, 

* The Bill which the Commons have pafs'd for the pur- 

* pofes I have mentioned, is entitled. An A& for the better 
' Support of bis Majeftfs Houlholdy &€. 

* They have alfo prepared another Bill, entitled. An A3 

* for reiiifying Miftakes in the Names of the Commijponers for 

* the Land-Tax f and for ratfing fo much as is iMantingy to make 

* uf the Sum of fourteen Hundred fhoufand Pounds, intended 

* to be rais'd by a Lottery for the Puhlick Service in the Year 

* 1714. This having been recommended to their care, and 

* appearing to them to be neceflary for his Majefty's and the 

* publick (ervice, they have reafon to think, they have abun- 

* dantly fupply'd the defers in the former provifjon ; and in 

* this afTurance, they humbly prefent this bill alfo for the 
' royal affent. 

Then the Lords Juftices gave the royal affent to the two ^^^^^ aiAfSat 
bills mentioned in the foregoing Speech ; and to An AB to given uEaoL 
enable Perfons reftding in Great Britain, to take the Oaths, 
and do all other ASls in Great Britain, requifite to qualify them- 
fel'ues to continue their refpeStinje Places, Offices, and Employ^ 
ments in Ireland. 

After which the Lord Chancellor made the following 
Speech to both Houfes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" "IX ZE cannot but exprefs our greateft fatisfaftion, and, Lord chanorta^* 
" VV in his Majefly's name, return you thanks, for the Hwfe*.'** 
^* convincing proofs which you have given, in this feffion, of 
** your duty and aflfedlion to his Majefly, and of your zeal 
** for his government. 

** We mufl particularly thank you, Gentlemen of theHoufe 
** of Commons, for the aids which you have granted to his 
" Majefly,for the better fupport of the honour of the CrowTi, 
" and for preventing any difappointmcnt in the Supplies giv^n 
•* in the lafl feffion for the fervicc of this year. You may be 
*' afTur'd, that the unanimity, the chearfulnefs, and the dif- 
" patchy with which you have proceeded in granting thefe 
■ - '* aidjj, 
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AMo I. Geo.L w aids, will render them yet more acceptable to his Majefty i 

^y>Y'\J " And you may depend upon our making a faithful rcprefen- 
** tation thereof to him. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" AU neceflary bufinefs being now happily concluded, it 
** will be proper for us to put a fpeedy end to this Seffion. 
" We think fit, at prefent, in his Majefty's name, to defire 
** you forthwith refpedUvely to adjourn your felves until 
** Wfdnefday next. 

After which adjournment, <viz. 25th of Jugufl, the Com- 
mons being met again, Mr Bromley acquainted the Houfe, 
that the Lords Juftices had received his Majefty's anfwer to 
the Addrefs of this Houfe at the beginning of this Sefiion; 
which he prefented to the Houfe, and is as follows : 

GEORGE R. 



The Kiiff^sAn- 
iwer to tbc Com- 



YOUR dutiful and loyal Addrefs is very acceptable to 
me. The unanimity and afFedlion my Conunons 
** have (hewn upon my acceffion to the Crown, are moft agree- 
** able inftances and pledges of their fidelity to me. I lave 
** a juft fenfe of your inexpreffible lofs, by the death of your 
** late Sovereign. You may be afTur'd of'^my conflant endea- 
*' vours to fecure to you the full enjoyment of your religion, 
** laws, and liberties ; and that it will always be my aim, to 
" make you an happy and flouriihing people ; to which your 
** refolution to maintain the publick credit of the Nation, 
** will greatly contribute. 1 am haftening to you according 
** to your eameft defire, and the juft expeditions of my 
** people. 

After this, the Lords JufUces went to the Houfe of Pccn, 
and the Commons attending, the Lord Chancellor, nnadc tltf 
following fpeech : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

i^^hanceUort « T TAving. fince your late adjournment, received hit 

^^t^Kxiu' ** JCjL Majefty's moft gracious anfwer, under his figs 

"*"'• " manual, to your feveral addrefles ; and by his Majefiy'i 

** command, order'd them to be delivered to you refpe^ve- 

" ly ; we do now in his Majefty's name, prorogue this pre* 

" fent Parliament 'till Thurfday the 23d day of September 

" next ; and this prefent Parliament is accordingly proroga'd 

" to Thurfday the 23d day of September next. 

The End of the laft Seffion of the fourth Parliament of 
Great Britain. 
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SPEECHES 

AND 

DEBATES 

I N T H E 

Ffrfi Sejjion of the First Parliament 

O F 

King George L 

Being the Fifth Parliament of Great Britain. 

ON the 17th of March, 1714-15, the Parliament Anno t. Ged. L 
met at Weftminfter according to the writs of fum- y/litJ/>-^^j 
mons. And the King being come to the Houfe of ^^■•''^/^^^ 
Lords, and feated on the throne with the ufual 
folemnity, the gentleman Ufher of the black rod was fent The Patiiamtnt 
with a meflage to the Houfe of Commons, commanding their meet. 
attendance in the Houfe of Peers ; the Commons being come 
thither, his Majefty's pleafiyc was fignify'd to them by the 
Lord Chancellor, that they fhould return to their Houfe 
and chufe their Speaker, and prefent him to his Majelly on 
the 21ft. 

The Commons being retum'd to their Houfe, the Earl 
of Hertford, fon to the Duke of Somerfet, proposed the 
honourable* Mr Spencer Compton, knight of the fhire forMrCompwneiic 
SuiTex, for Speaker, and being feconded by f Lord Finch, ''^^ ^p*^'" ' 
he waseledled Nem. Con, 

On the 2 1 ft the King came to the Houfe of Lords with 

the ufual folemnity ; and the Houfe of Commons attending, 

prefented the hon. Spencer Compton, Efq; for their Speaker, 

whom his Majefty approved ; after winch the Lord Chan- 

Vol. L . B cellor 

• Affti* Taynufief General of the forces in March 1 '721-1, jinCi ctejttel 
Earl tf Wilnungton, timo laird Prtjldent of the Comh^H 

t Made ComftroOtr of tin HohPM May 17^5) sad f nee r^^»*d i ifw« 
Km-l «i \Vinchehv», &c. 
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/bmo I. Geo. I. cellor read the following Speech, delivered into his hands by 
^;ja;;j;«^ the King. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Wag'. Speech. « 'TT^HIS being the firft opportunity that I have had of 
** X meeting my People in Parliament, fmce it pleased 
" Almighty God, of his good providence, to call me to the 
" Throne of my anceftors, I moll gladly make ufe of it to 
" thank my faithful and loving Subjedls, for that zeal and 
** firmnefs that hath been fhewn in defence of the Proteftant 
** Succeflion, againft all the open and fecret pradliccs that 
" have been ufed to defeat it : And I fhall never forget the 
^ ** obligations I have to thofe who have difUnguifh'd them- 

" felVes upon this occafion. 

" It were to be wilh'd, that the unparallel'd fucceffes of 
** a war, which was fo wifely and chearfully fupported by 
" this Nation, in order to procure a good Peace, had been 
" attended with a fuitable concluiion : But it is with concern 
** I muil tell you, that fome conditions even of this Peace, 
*' effential to the fecurity and trade of Great Britain, are not 
** yet duly executed ; and the performance of the whole may 
** be look'd upon as precarious, until we fhall have form'd 
" defenfive alliances to guaranty the prefent treaties. 

"** The Pretender, who Hill relides in Lorrain, threatens to 
** dillurb us, and boafts of the afliftance which he ftill expc&s 
'* here to repair his former difappointments. 

" A great part of our trade is render'd impradUcable ; thi$, 
*' if not retrieved,, mull deilroy our manufadlures, and ruin 
*' our navigation. 

" The publick debts are very great, and furprizingty in- 
** creas'd, even fmce the fatal cefTation of arms. My firft 
** care was to prevent a farther increafe of thefe debts, by 
" paying off forthwith a great number of fhips which had 
** been kept in pay, when there was no occafion for continu- 
•* ing fuch an expence. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

" I rely upon you for fuch fupplies a ithe prefent circuin- 
** fiances of our affairs require for this year's fervice, and for 
' * ' the fupport of the publick faith. I'he ellimates fhall be 

" laid before you, that you may confider of them ; and 
** what you fhall judge neceffary for your fafety, I fhall think 
*' fufficient for mine. 

** I doubt not but you will concur with me in opinion, that 
** nothing can contribute more to the fupport of the credit of 
*' the nation, than a llridl obfervance of all Parliamentary 
** Engagements. 

" The branches of the revenue, formerly granted for this 
^ fuppgrt of the civil Government, are fo far incumbered and 

" !! ali«: 
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" alienated, that the produce of the Funds which remain, ^^;^p~-'' 

'* and have been granted to me, will fall much Ihort of what 

** was at firft defign'3, for maintaining the honour and dig- 

** nity of the Crown : And fince it is my happinefs (as I am 

** confident you think it yours) to fee a Prince of Wales, 

*' who may, in due time, fucceed me on the Throne, and to 

" fee him blefled with many children, the beft and moft va- 

** luable pledges of our care and concern for your profperity ; 

** this muit occafion an cxpence to which the nation has not 

** of many years been accuftom'd ; but fuch as furely no 

** man will grudge ; and therefore I do not doubt but you 

** will think, of it with that aiFedion which I have reafbn to 

** hope from you. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
** The eyes of all Europe ace upon you, waiting the iflue 
*' of this iirft Seffion. Let no unhappy divifions of Parties 
** here at home, divert you from purfuing the common in- 
** tereft of your Country : Let no wicked inlinuations dif- 
" quiet the minds of my Subjefts. The efkblifh'd conftitution 
** in Church and State fhall be the rule of my Government ; 
*' the happinefs, eafe, and profperity of my people, Ihall be 
** the chief care of my life. Thofe who affift me in carrying 
" on thefe meafures, I fliall always efteem my beft Friends ; 
" and I doubt not but that I (hall be able, with your aflift- 
*' ance, to difappoint the defigns of thofe who would deprive 
** me of that blcffing, which I moft value, the affedlions of 
" my People, 



On the 23d, Mr Speaker having reported to the Houfe the 
King's Speech, Mr Robert Walpole made a fpeech, in which Motion ^r* 
he fet forth the great happinefs of thefe Nations by his Maje- to^,"*^ 
fty's feafonable acceffion to the Crown ; ran through the Mif- 
managements of the four laft preceding years ; and concluded 
with a motion for an Addrefs of Thanks to the King,conform- 
able to the feveral heads of his Majefty's Speech. He was 
feconded by the lord Hinchinbroke, * member for Hunting- 
don ; and none but Sir William Whitlocke, member for the 
Univerfity of Oxford, having rais'd any Objedlion againft 
Mr Walpole's motion, it was refolv'd. 

That an Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty ; and a Com- 
mittee was appointed to draw it up, of which Mr Walpole 
was elefted Chairman 5 which was as follows : 



Y 



Moft gracious Sovereign, 

""OUR Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjefts, the 

Commons of Great Britain in Parliament affembled, 

B z return 

* Sm U th £.>r2 if Sandwich, 4fii « Co-Wcl of Fo«f. 



The Addrdi» 
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return your Majefly their unfeigned thanks for your moft 
gracious Speech from the Throne. 

* 'Tis with inexpreffible joy that we approach your Maje« 

* fly, peaceably fcated upon the Throne of your rojral an- 

* ceftors ; and being throughly fenfible of the many open and 

* fecret pradices that have of late years been-ufed to defeat 

* the Proteftant Succeflion, we cannot fufficlently adore the 

* Divine Providence, that fo feafonably interpofed, and faved 

* this Nation by your Majefty's happy acceflion to the 

* Crown. 

* Your faithful Commons receive with the higheft grati- 

* tude, your moil gracious affurances, that the eftabliihed 

* Conllitution in Church and State, ihall be the rule of your 

* Government J and the fafety, eafe, and profperity of your 

* People, the chief care of your life. We are fenfible of your 

* eoodnefs expreffed to thofe who have diftinguifh'd them- 

* felves by their zeal and iirmnefs for the Proteftant Succefli* 

* on : And as we doubt not, but the wifdom and ileadincfs of 

* your Government will unite the hearts of all your faithful 
^ fubjefts in duty and a£fe£lion to your facrcd perfon, fo we 

* moft humbly beg leave to aifure your Majefty, that we 

* not only highly refent the wicked infmuations ufed to dif- 
' quiet the minds of your fubjedls, but are refolved, to the 

* utmoft of our power, to fupprefs and extinguifli that 

* evil difpofition that is flill at work to deprive your MajeHy 

* of the afFeftions of your people. 

* We are fenfibly touch 'd, not only with the difappoint* 

* ment, but with the reproach brought on the Nation by 

* the unfuitable conclufion of a war, which was carry 'd on 
' at fo vaft an expence, and was attended with fuch unparal- 

* leird fucceffps : But as that diihonour cannot injuftice be 

* imputed to the whole Nation, fo we firmly hope and bc- 
*■ lieve, that thro' your Majefty's great wifdom, and the 

* faithful endeavours of your Commons, the reputation of 
' thefe your Kingdoms will in due time be vindicated and 

* reftored. 

' We are under aftonifhment to find, that any conditions of 

* the late peace, effential to the fecurity and trade of Great 

* Britain, ihould not be duly executed ; and that care was 

* not taken to form fuch alliancfes, as might have render'd 

* that peace not precarious. And as no care fhall be want* 

* ing in your loyal Commons to enquire into thefe fatal Mif- 

* carriages, fo we entirely rely on your Majefty's wifUom, 

* to enter into fueh alliances as you fhall judge neceflary to 

* preferve the peace of Europe ; and we faithfully promiie to 

* enable your Majefty to make good all fuch engagements. 

*> It is with juft refentment we obferve, that the Pretender 
« ftill refidcs in Lorrain, and that he has the prefamption, by 

* deda- 
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* declarations from thence, to ftir up your Majefty's Subje£b Anno i. Oco. i. 

* to rebellion : But that which raifes the utmoft indignation ^^JJ^^^x-sJ 

* of your Commons is, that it appears therein, riiat his hopes 

* were built upon the meafures that had been taken for fome 

* time paft in Great Britain. It fliall be our bufinefs to trace 

* out thofe meafures whereon he placed his hopes, and to 

* bring the authors of them to condign punifliment. 

' Your Commons are under tjie deepell concern, that a 

* great part of our trade is rendered impradicable, which, if 

* not retriev'd, muft deftroy our manufaftures, and ruin our 

* navigation : But tho' we are too fenfible of thofe fatal 

* confequences, we are not yet without hopes, that your 

* Majeliy's great wifdom, by the affiftance of your Commons, 

* may find means to extricate your People from their prefent ' 

* difficulties. • 

' The bleffings derived to thefe Nations from your Majc- 

* fly's aufpicious reign, are not confined to the prefent times 5 

* we have a profpeft of future and lading happinefs entail'd 

* upon your People by a long fuccefCon of your royal pro- 

* geny. And as this is a blcfSng which thefe Kingdoms have 

* a long time wanted, fo they could never hope to have feen 

* it fo well fupply'd, as in the pcrfon of his Royal Highnefs 

* the Prince of Wales, and his iffue. Your faithful Com- 

* mons fhall therefore think it their duty to enable your Ma- 

* jefty to fupport the dignity of the Crown, and to make aa 

* honourable provifion for the Rt)yal Family. 

* The furprizing increafe of the publick debts, even fince 

* all thoughts of carrying on the war were laid afide, fhall not 

* difcourage us from granting fuch fupplies as fhall be. necef- 

* fary for the fervice of this year, and the fupport of pub- 

* lick faith : And we do entirely concur with your Majefty 

* in opinion, that nothing can contribute more towards prc- 

* ferving the credit of the Nation, than a flrift obfervance of 

* all Parliamentary Engagements, which we are firmly refol- 

* ved upon all occafions inviolably to maintain. 

Upon the reading of this Addrefs, there arofe a warm De- jy^^^j^ tjicreom 
bate in the Houfe : Mr Shippen, Mr Bromley, Sir William 
Wyndham, Lieutenant General Rofs member for the fhire 
of Rofs, Mr Csefar member for Hertford, Mr Ward mem- 
ber for Thetford, Sir * Robert Raymond member for Lud- 
low, Sir William Whitlocke, Mr Hungerford member for 
Scarbrough, and fpme others, raifed objedions againfl divers 
cxprcffions in the Addrefs ; but were anfwer'd by Mr Rbbert 

Wal- 

• Ma^ Mtamev-Generaly 5tfc May, 17101 Lm- J Chief Jifiice of th§ 
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Anno I.Geo. I. Walpolc, General f Stanhopc member for Cockermouth, 
^'^'^''^' t Sir Gilbert Heathcote member for Helfton, and Mr Willi- 
am Pulteney. General Rofs, among the reft, infifted much, 

* That the condemning the Peace, and cenfuring the late 
Miniftry, was a refl«£lion on the late Queen, whofe aft and 
deed the Peace was ; and that he was fure the reflefting on 
the late Queen, could not be agreeable to his prefentMajefty.' 
He was anfwer'd by Mr Robert Walpole, and General Stan- 

JJic^alld^If^" hope, * That nothing was farther from their intentions, than 
sraabopc. jq afperfe the late (^een ; that they rather defigned to vin- 

dicate her memory, by expofmg and punilhing thofe evil 
Counfellors, who deluded her into pernicious meafures ; 
whereas the oppofite Party endeavoured to fcreen andjufUfy 
thofe Counfellors, by throwing on that good, pious, and 
well-meaning Princefs, all the blame and odium of their evil 
counfels.' As to cenfuring the late Minifters, without hear- 
ing them, and condemning the Peace, without examining in- 
to particulars, as unjuft and unprecedented, it was anfwer'd, 

* That they muft diftinguifh between cenfuring Minifters, and 
condemning the Peace in general, and condemning particular 
perfons. That they might, in equity and juftice, do the 
iirft, becaufe the whole Nation is already fenfible, that their 
honour and true intereft were given up by the late Peace ; 
that in due tirpe they would call them to an account, who 
made and advifed fuch a Peace ; but God forbid they fhould 
ever condemn any perfon unheard.' On this occalion Gene- 
ral Stanhope took notice of a report induflxioufly fpread 
abroad, * That the prefent Minifters never defigned to call 
the late Managers to an account, but only to cenfure them in 
general terms : But he aflur'd the Houfe, that notwithftand- 
ing all the endeavours that had been ufed to prevent a difco- 
very of the late mifmanagemcnts, by conveying away feveral 
papers from the Secretaries Offices; yet the Government had 
fuflicient evidence left, to prove the late Miniftry the moft 
corrupt that ever fate at the Helm : That thofe matters 
would foon be laid before the Houfe ; and that it would ap- 
pear, that a certain Englifti General had afted in concert 
^ith, if not received orders from, Marfhal Villars.' 

»5r wmipw Sir William Wyndbam endeavoured to prove, that the 

w jn»ii.;.m. p^^ce had been very beneficial to this Kingdom ; and offered 
to produce a lift of goods, by which it appeared, that the Cu- 
floms had increafed near 100,000 1. per annum. But he was 
s/rGiiurt Heath- immediately taken up by Sir Gilbert Heathcote, who readi- 
ly own'd. Sir William might, indeed, produce a lift of vaft 
imports from France, but defy'd him to fhew that our exjiorts 

thither, 

f JVf«/fe Seri-etary of Statty i^i J^nifery, 171(5. ChanceVvr •f the £«- • 
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tKithf r, particularly of our woollen manufafturcs, had en- Anno i. c<»,u 
creas'd fincc the Peace. He added, that imports being only v^iivir^,^^ 
our confumption, rather prove our lofs than our gain ; and 
that ^he Nation gets only by exports, which keep up our 
manufaftures, employ our poor, and bring in returns in mo- 
ney J to which Sir William Wyndham made no reply. Sir 
William Whitlocke having fuggellcd, that the new Miniftrv f{r^^^^^" 
defign'd to involve the Nation in a new war, and lay fix (hil- 
lings in the pound, was affur'd by Mr Robert Walpole, that ^Jg^®*^" ^^ 
none in the prefent Minillrywere for a war, if the fame ^°^" 
could any ways be avoided , and that he doubted not, but 
Two Shillings in the Pound would be fufHcient towards this 
year's fervice. 

After this Debate, a motion' being made, and the queflion 
put, that the Addrefs of Thanks be recommitted, itpafs'din 
the negative, by 244 voices againft 138; and then it was re- 
folv'd. That the Houfe do agree with the Committee in the The MdKi$ re- 
laid Addrefs ; and ordered, that fuch Members as are of the ^°^'''^ **"• 
Privy Council, Ihould know his Majefly's pleafure, when he 
would be attended by the Houfe. The King having ap- 
pointed the next day, the Commons, with their Speaker, at- 
tended his Majefty accordingly at St James's, with their 
Addrefs, to which his Majclly returned the following An- 
fwer : 

Gentlemen, 
'* T Thank you for the many kind aflurances you have gi* JJy^ S-rew^'*" 
" I ven me in your dutiful and loyal Addrefs. 

** No endeavours Ihall be wanting on my part, to promote 
** your true intereft, and endear mvfelf to all my People : 
" And I will depend on your zeal and affeclion, to defeat 
" all evil defigns, that may tend to difquiet the minds of 
" my People, and diilurb the tranquility of my Government. 

April 5th, the Houfe being mov'd to appoint a day for 
taking into conlidcration the King's Proclamation of the 1 5 th 
of January laft for calling a new Parliament, and the fame 
being read accordingly, Sir William Whitlocke made fome 
exceptions to the faid Proclamation, as unprecedented and un- Exreptions tnUt 
warrantable, for which he was call'd upon by fome members in hi^mfcar* 
to explain himfelf ; upon which he made a kind of excufe for faUii^JThh^pyr 
what he had faid. w^wniUo k* 

The paflages here fuppos'd to be alluded Xo are as follows, 
viz. fVe cannot omit^ on this occafion of firft fummomng our 
Parliament of Great Britain^ in jujiice to ourfei'vesy and that 
the mifcarriages of others may not he imputed to us, at a time 
nvhenfalfe imprejjtons may do the greateft and irrecguerabU hurt 
before they can be clear d up, tojignify to our ^uj^le Kingdom ^ 
J^j/ 'we mere 'very much CQUUrtsd^ on our acceJJiQn to the Crrwa, 

t(f 
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Anno I. Geo. I. to find the puHick affairs of our Kingdoms under thegreatefl dif- 
• J-^J^ii^Lj fouJtiesy as ice II in reJfeSl of our trade y and the interruption of 
' our navigation , 4is of the great debts of the "Nation y <which nxje 
*were Jurfri:^d to ohfer^uey had been 'very much increased fince the 
tonclujion of the laft ijuar : We do not therefore doubt, that if the 
enfuing EleSlions Jhall be made by our having Subje^s icith that 
fafety and freedom ijchich by laiv they are entitled to, and lue are 
frmly reJol<vd to maintain to them, they woill fend up to Farlia* 
ment the fit t eft perfons to redrefs theprefent di/orders, and to pro* 
wide for the peace and happinefs of our Kingdoms, and the eafe 
of our people for the future, and therein nuill have a particular 
regard to fuch as fhe<wd afirmnefs to the Frotefiant Succeffion^ 
wohen it ivas m^f in danger, ^e. 
And by sir\\ni. This Difputc would have been drop'd, had not Sir William 
liam Wyndham. Wyndham took up the cudgels, and even carry'd the matter 
farther, by advancing, that the faid Proclamation was not 
only unprecedented and unwarrantable, but even of danger* 
ous confequence to the very being of Parliaments. The 
Courtiers could not but take notice of fo home a refle£Uon, 
and thereupon calPd upon Sir William Wyndham to juftify 
his charge ; but Sir William, who judg'd he could notdefcend 
to particulars, without giving farther offence, declined explain- 
ing himfelf 5 tho' at the fame time, he refolutely maintained 
^ his firft aifertion, faying, * That as he thought fome expref- 

fions in the faid Proclamation of dangerous confequence, fo 
he believ'd every Member was free to fpeak his thoughts.' He 
was anfwer'd, * No doubt but every Member has that liberty, 
freedom offpeech being one of the effential privileges of that 
Houfej but that the Houfe has, at the fame time, both the 
liberty and power to cenfure and punifh fuch Members as 
tranfgrefs the rules of decency, trefpafs upon the refpeft due 
to the Crown, and fo abufe the privilege of the Houfe within 
doors, as to render it contemptible without.' Sir William be- 
ing again call'd upon to explain himfelf, and Hill perMing in 
nStin" wmTo"' ^^ ^efufal, fome Members cry'd the Tovjer, the Toiver ; but 
the Tower. Mr Robert Walpole warded off the blow by words to the fol- 
itisoppos'd by lowing purpofe. Mr. Speaker, * I am not for gratifying the 
Mr R. waipcie defire which the Member, who occafions this great debate, 
Ihews of being fent to the Tower ; 'twould make him too con- 
siderable : But as he is a young Man of good parts, who fets 
up fof a warm Champion of the 4ate Min^ftry, and one who 
was in all their fecrets, I would have him be in the Houfe 
when we come to enquire into the condudl of his friends, both 
that he may have an opportunity to defend them, and be a 
witnefs of the faimefs with which we fhall proceed againft 
thofe Gentlgnen ; and that it may not be faid, that we take 
any advafit^e againft them.' After feveral other Speeches, 
which prolong'd this debate from one till half an hour paft 

five 
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five in the aftercwon, a motion was made, and the queillon j 
|)UT, that the Honk do now adjourn, which being carry'd in 
the negative by a majority of 2 1 2 voices agaihft j 34^ a mo^ 
tinn was made, and the queftion propos'd, that Sir WilJiam 
Wyndham having reflefted upon his Majcfly's Proclamation 
of the 1 5 th of January hit for calling a new Parliament, and 
having refused to juAify his charge, although often calPd upon 
{q to do, is guilty of a great indignity to his Majciiy, and of 
a breach of the privilege of the Houfe.' This motion occafi- 
on'd afrefli Debate, that lafted till feven of the clock; thk 
Courtiers ft ill iniifting, that Sir William Wyndham ihonld 
juftify his charge, and Sir William as rerolutely declining tci 
doit, faying^ he was ready to undergo whatever a majority 
might tmn k H t to infltd upon him. At lall the quefl:ion being 
put that Sir William Wyndham fhould wkhdJ^aw, the fam* 
was carryM in the affirmative by 20^^ Vokea again ft 129, 
whereupon Sir William withdrew accordingly; and with him, 
to a man, all the r 29 Members who had been for the nega- 
tive. Their ancagoniiis being thus entire matters of the field, 
ihe queftion wa^ put, and unanimouily refolvM, that Sir Wil- 
liam Wyndhart), having refleded upon his Majelly*s Procla- 
mation of the t ^th of January laft for calling a new ParU^- 
inert, and having refused tojaitify his charge, although often 
caird upon io to do, 15 guilty of a great indignity to his Ma^ 
jefty, and of a breach of the privilege of the Houfe: after 
which, it was order'd, that Sir William Wyndham be, for 
the fa id offence, reprimanded in his place by Mr. Speaker: Sir W.WfoJ- 
and that he Ibould attend the Houfe in his place the next himofderM to 
morning. be reprim^inde^ 

Sir William Wyndham attending the next day in his place, ^^ ^*" Speaktii 
Mr. Speaker addrefsM himfelf to him in this matiaer. 

SIR, 

THE arrargfihg fi PracIamatiaB iffutd b^ hit Mnjifif 
fir mlllng thh prefint Parliamtnt^ and rtfufing ia af- 
fign £tny Qaufi ^why fitch FfQclamatiQn is Blamtable^ the H^ufi 
th&^ghi an Jftdigtii/y is his M^fji/ljf^ mnd fi unmarraniabk am 
' x/e a/ that Frfedsm ofSpteth (-which is tht undmhtid Pri-* 
'vilfge of Pariiaffiittt) tb^t tbi Houfi tb&mght they could mi 
hi li pafs imtkaui Animad^frfmn, Bui being "vcillin^ their 
Moderation Jhou Id appear^ miwithJiandiTjg ihiit- Lnity Bas 
heen tm much dcfpipd and ct^ntimnedj tbey have infiict^.i tht 
mtldep Crnfure ymr OJence 'was capable of and ha^t csin- 
mattded me io reprifffand yott iff your Fiace i and in Ob(* 
diinie to thei- Command ^ l do reprinnLfid y^u act idlttgly. 
Whereupon Sir William Wyndham laid : 
Mr. Speaker, 
* TT Very truly rerurn my Tianks to you for perform- 
' X '*^g that duty which is incumbent upon you fio,n ycur 
' ottice^ in fo candid and g£ntl£iniJi4ikc a manner. 
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' As I am a Member, I know I mufl acqutefce in the 
' determination of the Hoi^fe. But a^i I am not confcioua 
' to my felf of having ofFt;red any indignity to hk Ma- 

* jefty, or of having been guilty of any breach of the privi- 

* lege of this Hoiife ; I have no thanks to return to thofe 

* Gentlemen, who, under a pretence of lentty^ have brought 

* me under this cenfure^'' 

j^jfrW/9, General Stanhope prefentcd to the Houfc, pur- 
fuant tQ their Addrefs to hjs Majefty for that parpofe on the 
jillof March, all the powers, mftrudions, memorials, pa- 
pers, icQ. relating to the late negotiation of peace and com^ 
merce, and to the cefiation of arms, which he delivered in 
at the table, and told the Houfe, ^ That nothing had been 
omitted, that might either anfwer the defire they had ex* 
prefsM of being throughly informed of what had pafs'd in 
thofe important negotiations, or to fatisfy the whole Wor3d, 
that the prefent Adiniftry z£itd with the utmaft fairnefs an4 
candour, and defigu'd to take no manner of advantage over 
the late Managers in the intended inqtiiries : That» indeed^ 
the papers now ]aid before the Houfe were only copies , but 
that the originals would be produced if occafion required: 
Concluding, That (hofe papers being too many, and too vo^ 
luminous to be perus'd and examined by all the Members of 
the Houfc, he thoaght it more convenient, and therefore 
mov'd, that the faid boolcs and papers be referred to a felcA 
Committee of twenty perfons, who ihould digeft the fub- 
ftancc of them under proper heads, and report the fame^ 
with their obfervadons thereupon to the Houfe.' M r. Ward 
Member for Thetford, faid, * Nothing could be fairer. That 
for his own part, tho' his principle was that Kifigs cart d^ m 
Kifrmgt yet he was of opinion, that Minillers were accouist- 
able for their male-adminiflration.' 

Mr» Edward Harley, ♦ Member for Leominf^er, on thi? 
flood up, and faid, ' That it was eafy to fee that one of his 
ueareft P.e!ations was principally ajm*d at, in the intended 
inquiries; but he might aiTure the Houfe, that the faid perfon, 
notwithftanding the various reports which had been fpread 
concerning him, would neither Ry his Country, nor conceal 
himfelf, but be forth-coming whenever he fhould be caird 
upon to julHfy his conduft . That he hoped he would be able, 
upon the fcvereA trial, to make his innocence a^ear to all 
the World ; but if he Ihould be fo unhappy as to have been 
guilty of the crimes that were laid to his charge, he would 
think all his blood too fmall a facriiice to atone for them/ 
Kobody oppoi'd General Stanhopes motion : Mr, Hunger- 
ford only excepted againil the number of twenty, and moved 
that one more might be added i which was agreed to, and it 
mat refolvcd. That the papers before- mentioned be refierr'd 

to 
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to a Committee of twenty oAe. That the faid Committee ^^^j ^^eo-L 
be a Committee of Secrecy ; that they be chofen by way of bal- V-.y^-x/"*^^ 
loting : And, That the Members of the Houfe (hould on the a fecret ComnUt- 
monday following prepare liils for that purpofe, &c. appointed, 

jfpri/ 1 3, Colonel Bladen f , member for Stockbridge, 
reported from the Committee, that the Majority had fallen 
upon the one and twenty Perfons following, viz. Sir Richard 
Onflow, Bart, (a) member for Surry ; Mr R. Walpole (i) ; 
Mr Cowper {c), member for Truro ; General Stanhope (^J ; 
Mr Bofcawen (^), member for Penryn ; MrW.Pulteney (/J, 
member for Heydon ; Mr Lechmere (g)^ member for Cock- 
ermouth ; Daniel lord Finch (^), member for Rutlandfliire ; 
Mr John Alflabie (/*), member for Ripon ; Mr Vernon, Ti»» Namet; 
member for Worcefterfhire ; the Earl of Hertford {ij^ mem- 
ber for Northumberland ; Mr Edward Wortley Montague, 
member forWeftminfter; Sir David Dairy mple, Ba.Tt.{l) mem- 
ber for Haddington, &c. Mr George Bailie (/»), member for 
Berwickfliire ; Sir Jofeph Jekyll (^r), member for Lyming- 
ton ; Lieutenant General Erie {o), member for Wareham ; 
Mr Richard Hampden ^/), member for the County of Backs; 
Sir Robert Marfham (^), member for Maidfton ; Mr Den- 
ton (r), member for Buckingham : Mr Thomas Pitt (j), fen. 
member for Old Sarum ; Lord Coningsby (/), member for 
Leominfler. t 

An objcftion being made by fome members to Sir Jofeph 
Jekyirs being one of the faid Committee, he having not ta- 
ken the oaths at the table ; it was readily anfwered, that the 
iame was not owing to any voluntary negledl. Sir Jofeph Je-' 
kyll being employed in the circuits, as Judge of the County 
Palatine of Cheiler. Whereupon it v/as refolv'd. That Sir 
Jofeph Jekyll being a Member of this Houfe, was capable of 
being chofen of the Committee of Secrecy, altho' he had not 
C 2 been 
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been fwor^ at the tabic j And it ^s alfo ordcr'd, I. That the 
books and papers order'd to remain in the cuftody of the 
Clerk, 'till this Committee was chofen, be delivered to the 
faid Committee ; and that they do examine the fame, and 
report to the Houfe what they find material in them ; and 
that they, or any five of them, do meet this afternoon, and 
fit de die in diem ; II.That the faid Committee have power to 
fend for perfons, papers, and records. 

The Committee of Secrecy met that evening, and chofe 
I2Za"Sik^.Mr Robert Walpole their Chairman ; but that Gentleman, 
being the next day taken ill, the Committee chofe Mr Se^ 
cretary Stanhope to fupply his place of Chairman, and for 
difpatch fake, fubdivided themfelves into three Committees, 
to each of which a certain number qf books and papers were 
allotted. 

May 13, The Committee of the whole Houfe having ex- 
amined the accounts laid before them, relating to the Civil Lift 
in the Reigns of K. Charles II. K. James II. K. William III. 
and Queen Anne, and other papers on that head, the Cour- 
Motion relating ^^^^^ offer'd the following queftion, viz. That it appears ta 
to the Civil Lift, this Committee, ' that the fum of 700,000 1. per annum 

* was fettled upon King William, during his life, for the 

* fupport of his Houlhold, and other neceflary occafions ; and 

* at the time of his demife, after the deduction of 3700 1. a 

* week which was apply 'd to publick ufesj was the produce of 

* the Civil Lift revenues that were continued and fettled upon 

* Queen Anne, during her life.' Which queftion occafion'd 
Debate thereon. ^ warm and long Debate. They who propos'd it had two 

things principally in their view ; I^ To vindicate the prefent 
Miniftry from the afperfions caft upon them, and induftrioufly 
fpread about, by the emilTaries of the late Managers, that 
the Courtiers defign'd to give the King a larger revenue than 
his Predeceflbrs had enjoy 'd \ and, II. To make good the 
branches of the revenue afTigned for the fupport of the Civil 
Lift, which had been alienated, or abridg'd, fo that the 
whole neat produce might amount to the fum of 700,000 U 
per annum. 

T'he leading Men among the oppofite Party, being fenfible 
of the firft, and pretending, at leaft, to be ignorant of the 
confequences of this preliminary queftion, infifted a long 
while, * That it was enfnaring : That what had been done 
by former Parliaments ought not to be a ftanding rule for 
the fubfequent : That fuppofing the Parliament had given 
King William a revenue of 700,000 1. per annum for the 
Civil Lift, they ought to coniider, that he was to pay out of 
it 50,000 1. per annum to the late Queen, then Princefs of 
Denmark ; 1 5 or 20000 1. per annum to the late Duke of 
Glouccfter ; and 40,000 1. for the dowry of the late King 

JiTiei'«. 
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James's Queen : That after the late Queen's acceffion to the a^ «• Oe©.L 
Throne, the Parliament taking notice that the produce of the 1/^*"^"^^ 
Civil Lift revenues exceeded what they had been given for ; 
the fum of 3700 1. per Week, (that is 192,400 1. per annum) 
was taken out of them, and apply *d to other ufes; notwith- 
ftanding which deduftion, the late Queen had honourably 
maintained her Family, and fupported the dignity of the 
Crown : However, if the prefent revenues of the Civil Lift 
were not fuificient, they were ready to confent to an additi- 
on.* The Courtiers anfwer'd, * That the queftion before 
them was founded upon fadb, which, if deny'd, they were 
ready to prove by the records of the Houfe.' But Sir Willi- sir w. Wjmdlumu 
am Wyndham^ltill urging that the queftion was enfnaring. 
General Stanhope anfwer'd, 'That he would be very plain General atanhopt, 
with them, and own, that as 'twas notorious, that great en- 
deavours had been ufed to alienate the afFeftion of the People 
from the King and his Government by falfe fuggeftions, that 
they deiign'd to t)lunge the Nation into extraordinary expen- 
ces, they thought it highly neceffary to clear his Majefty and 
his Miniflers from that malicious afperlion.' To this the lord 
♦ Guernfey, member for Surry, reply'd, ' That the diflkfFec- X*ord c«c«fcr. . 
tion of the People, if any, did not proceed from his Majefty, 
but from the hardlhips his Minifters put on the Friends of 
the late Miniftry.' To which it was retumM, < That as foon 
as . it was made known to the world, how the late Miniftry 
had ufed the whole Nation, nothing that could be done 
againft them, would then be thought a hardfhip ; but, how- 
ever, that neither that noble member, nor any of his fami- 
ly, had reafon to complain of hardlhips.' After fome other 
Speeches, which prolonged Jhe Debate from two 'till about 
five in the afternoon, the Country Party endeavour'd to drop 
the queftion, by moving that the Speaker refume the Chair ; 
but the queftion being put upon this queftion, the fame was 
carried in the negative by 244 Voices againft 148 : After 
which, the firft queftion was put, and carry'd in the affir- 
mative by about the fame majority. Then the victorious 
Party mov'd. That to enable his Majefty to fupport the 
dignity of the Crown, and to make an honourable provifioa 
for the Royal Family, there be granted to his Majefty, dur- 
ing his life, an additional revenue, which, together with the 
neat produce of the Civil Lift branches; may make up the 
clear yearly fum of 700,000 1. for thefervice of his M.ijelly's 
Houlhold and Family, and for his other neceflary expences 
and occafions.' The queftion being put upon this motion, 
the fame occafion'd another great Debate. Sir Thomas Han- Jj^ J;^"]^™^- 
mer, Mr Bromley, Sir William Wyndham, MrCaefar, Mr sirwTvyiflum 
' Hunger- "^°^»- 
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in the mean time, he might venture to aflurc the Honfe^ 

I that they had found fufficient matter to impeach of High 

Treafon feveral Lords and feme Gommonersi ' Mr R. Wai- 

MrWaipoie. pQig fajj^ « That he wanted wordp to exprefs the villany of 

Gen. Stanhope, the laft Frenchify 'd Miniflry ; ' and General Stanhope added, 

* he wondered, that men who were guilty of fuch enormous 

crimes, had ftill the audacioufnefs to appear in the publicfc 

ftreets. ' 

yufie 2, Mr Robert Walpole acquainted the Houfe from 

the Committee of Secrecy, ' That they had examined the 

UrWaipoic'8 Books, &c. referred to them, and had matters of thegreateft 

MoUon forreceiv- importance to lay before the Houfe ; and that the Committee 

^mu^uee^Rc- had direded him to move the Houfe, that a day might be ap- 

•*^ pointed for receiving their Report.' Upon which^ after a 

fmall Debate, it was order'd, that the faid Report be received 

upon that day fev'nnight ; and that all the Members do attend 

at that Time, upon pain of incurring the higheft difplcafurc 

of the Houfe. 

yufie 3. The King came to the Houfe of Peers, and gave 
the royal affent to the Malt-Bill and the Mutiny-Bill, and 
his Majefly being gone, the Commons returned to their 
Houfe, and ordered, that the Committee of Secrecy fhould 
have leave to fit during the adjournment of the Houfe^ who 
^JrJ?**"^ ^' ^^^° adjourn'd 'till the 8th of June, by reafon of the Whit- 
funtide Holidays. 

June 9, Mr Robert Walpole, from the Committee of 
Secrecy, acquainted the Houfe, * That he had a Re- 
port to prefent ; (according to their order) but that he had 
the commands of the Committee to make a motion to th6 
Houfe before he read the Report ; that there are in the Re* 
port matters of the higheft importance I That although the 
Committee . had power to fend for perfons, papers, and re- 
cords, they did not think fit to make ufe thereof, believing 
it to be neceffary, in order to bring offenders to juftice, that 
Mr Walpole'* fome perfons fhould be fecur'd, before 'tis poflible they fhould 
prehe*j?din°g fSh kuow what thc/ are to be examin'd to ; and left they fhould 
b^namMb^Ehi** ^ave notice from what fhould be read in the Report, to make 
Chairman of the their cfcape, he was commanded by the Conunittee, ac-/ 

vecret Comnutiec. ^• n i ■, 

cording to former precedents, to move, that a warrant may 
be ifTued by Mr Speaker, to apprehend certain pe^xfons who 
ihall be nam'd to him by the Chairman of the faid Com- 
mittee ; and that no Members may be permitted to go oat 
of the Houfe. 

Hereupon it was order'd^, I. That the Lobby be clear'd 
of all ftrangers, and the back-doors of the Speaker's cham- 
ber be lock'd up, and the key brought and laid upon the 
table ; and that the Serjeant do fland at the door of the 
Houfe^ and fufier no Member to go forth. U. That Mr 

Speaker 



( 25 ) 

Speaker do iffuc his Warrant to the Serjeant at Arms at-^ Am»« i.Geo.i. 
tending the Houfe, to take into his Cuftody fuch Perfotis as V.^^^V'"^^ 
Ihall be nam'd to Mr Speaker by the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy, in order to their being examined before 
the faid Committee. 

Hereupon Mr Speaker iflued out his Warrant to the Ser- 
jeant at Arms, to take into his Cuftody feveral Perfons that 
were nam'd to him by Mr Walpole, particularly Mr Mat- 
thew Prior, and Mr Thomas Harley, the firft of whom was 
immediately apprehended, and the other fome Hours after. 

This done, Mr Walpole acquainted the Houfe, * That £:^[*c5SSitt5« 
the Committee of Secrecy had perus'd the Books and Papers prefentcd. 
referrM to them, and had agreed upon a Report, which they 
had commanded him to make : That it was contain'd in two 
Books, one of which was the Report, and the other an Ap- 
pendix to it, containing at large thofe Letters and Papers 
which were referr'd to in the Report.' And he read the 
Report in his Place, and afterwards delivcr'd the fame in at 
the Table, together with the Appendix and the Books which 
were referr'd to the faid Committee. The Reading of the faid 
Report having lafted from one till about Six in the Evening, 
a Motion was made by the Friends of the late Minillry, 
and the Queftion put. That the farther Confideration thereof 
be adjourned 'till next Morning, but it was carry'd in the 
Negative, by 282 againft 171, and order'd, that the Report 
be now read : And the Clerk of the Houfe having read Part And read. 
of it, 'till half an Hour paft Eight, the farther Confideration 
of it was adjourn'd. 

June 10. The Commons refum'd the adjourn'd Confidera- 
tion of the Report from the Committee of Secrecy, and the 
reft of the Report being read, which lafted 'till about four 
in the Afternoon, Sir* Thomas Hanmer, Bart. Member 
for Suffolk, mov'd. That the Confideration of the faid Re- Debate thcrconi 
port be adjourn'd till the 21ft of the fame Month, and was 
ieconded by the leading Men among the Friends of the late 
Miniftry, who mov'd alfo, that the faid Report be printed, 
to be perus'd by all the Members of the Houfe. Hereupon 
Mr Robert Walpole faid, ' He could not but wonder, that Mr r. Wuipoi*. 
thofe Gentlemen who had ftiew'd fo great Impatience to have 
the Report laid before the Houfe, fhould now prcfs for ad- 
journing the Confideration of it. That as for the Committee 
of Secrecy, as they had not yet gone through all the Bran- 
ches of their Inquir)', they could have with'd fome longer 
Time had been allowed them to perufe and digeft feveral im- 
portant Papers. That in order to that, they would have de- 
Vol. I. D . ferr d 
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ferr'd three Weeks or a Month, the laying their Report be- 
fore the Houfe ; but that fome Gentlemen having refle6led 
oh the pretended Slownefs of the Committee ; lince the faid 
Report was now before them, they muft e'en go through 
General stanhope, vvjth it.' General Stanhope added, * That for his own Part, 
he would readily agree to give thofe Gentlemen all the Time 
they could delire to confider of the Report ; but that iince 
they themfelves had precipitated tliis Affair, he was of Opi- 
nion, they ought to profecute it with Vigour, left, by flop- 
ping on a fudden, they fhould fortify the Notion, which the 
Friends of the late Miniftry had, with great Induftry, pro- 
pagated among the People, That the Report of the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy would vanifh into Smoke ; the rather, be- 
caufc thefe malicious Infmuations had rais'd the Spirits and 
Infolence of the DifalFeded, and were the principal Caufe of 
the prefent Ferment among the giddy Multitude. That he 
agreed with the Member who had mov'd for the printing 
of the Report ; that not only the Houfe, but the whole 
World, might be convinc'd of the Fairnefs and Impartiality 
of their Proceedings ; but that the Crimes of fome Perfons 
nam'd in the Report were fo obvious to every Body, that 
they ought, in his Opinion, immediately proceed to the im- 
peaching of them.' Some proposed the adjourning the De- 
bate 'till one Time, fome 'till another ; but the f ourt Party 
were refolv'd againft any Delays ; and the Queftion being 
put about feven in the Evening, on the Motion made by Sir 
Thomas Hanmer, it was carry 'd in the Negative by 280 
againft 1 60. This Point gain'd, Mr Robert Walpole faid, 
impeaThlrl^rd * ^^ made no Queftion, that, after the Report had been 
Boiinjrbroke of fwice read, the whole Houfe was fully convinc'd, that Henry 
ig r on, c. j^^^ Vifcount Bolingbrokc was guilty of High Treafon, and 
other High Crimes and Mifdemeanours : That therefore he 
impeach'd him of thofe Crimes ; but if any Member had any 
Thing to fay in his Behalf, he doubted not but the Houi^ 
Debate thereon, v/as ready to hear him.' After a deep Silence in the Houfe 
Mr Hungerford. for fome Minutcs, Mr Hungerford rofe up and faid, * That, 
in his Opinion, nothing was mention'd in the Report, in Re- 
lation to the Lord Bolingbroke, that amounted to High 
Central R06. Treafon.' And General Rofs faid, ' He wondfer'd no Body 
fpoke in Favour of the Lord Bolingbroke : That, for his 
own Part, he had nothing to fay at prefent ; but referv'd to 
The Impeach- himfclf to fpeak in a properer Time.' The Refolution for 
Srokc aVreS impeaching the Lord Bolingbroke of High Treafon and 
to By the Houfe. other High Crimes and Mifdemeanours, being pafs'd, the 
Lord Coninjisby l^ord Cgninn-fby flood up, and faid, ' The worthy Chairman 

impeaches Rn.xirt ^ ^ • i • 1111 t t 1 1 t' j 

Earl of Oxford of oi the Conimittce has impeach d the Hand, but I do im- 

iiishTrc.iou.&c.pg^^l^ the Head; he has impeach'd the Clerk, and I the 

Juilice ; lie has impeach'd the Scholar, and I the Mafter : ' 

fe 
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fo impeach'd Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, of Anno i.^ceo. i. 
High Treafon, and other High Crimes and Mifdemeanours. O^'S/^sJ 
Hereupon Mr f Harley made a long pathetick Speech; De*>«te tiyeon. 
wherein he endeavoured to juftify his Brother, the Earl of ^^rHariey. 
Oxford, * as having done nothing but by the imriiediate 
Commands of the late Queen ; uiging, ' that the Peace was. 
a good one, and approved as fuch by two Parliaments : Con- . 
eluding, that the Fads mentioned in the Report, and which 
were charg'd on the Earl, could not be conflrued to amount 
to High Treafon, but only, in ftrift Rigour, to Mifdemea- 
nours.' He was back'd by Mr f Thomas Foley, Member Mr Thomas Foley. 
for Hereford, the EarFs Brother-in-Law, who complain'd of 
the Hardfhip put upon that Nobleman, in charging him 
with High Treafon, before they had examined the Report : 
But what was yet more favourable for the Earl, was fpoke 
by Sir Jofeph Jekyll, one of the Committee of Secrecy, sirjofcphjckyii. 
who faid, ' That as to the Lord Bolingbroke, they had more 
than fufficient Evidence to convift him of High Treafon, up^ 
on the Statute 25 Edward III. but that as to the Earl of 
Oxford, he doubted whether they had either fufficient Mat- 
ter, or Evidence to impeach him of Treafon.' But another 
Member of the Committee of Secrecy having affur'd the 
Houfe, That befxdes what had appeared before them, and 
was mentioned in the Report, they had other Evidence, 'vi'va 
Voce : It was refolvM, without a Divifion, That this Houfe 
will impeach Robert Earl of Oxford, and Earl Mortimer, of Jj^^^J^'J^J'/j^'j; 
High Treafon, and other High Crimes and Mifdemeanours : E^ri of Oxford 
And order'd, that it be referred to the Committee of Secre- houS *° ^^ ^* 
cy, to draw up Articles of Impeachment, and prepare Evi- Articles againft 
dence againft Henry Vifcount Bolingbroke, and Robert Earl ^^^f^Y'^Y 
of Oxford and Earl Mortimer. After this, it was ordered oxfor/orderM to 
likewifc, that the farther Confideration of the faid Report *^-*^"^»"p- 
be adjoum'd ; and that the faid Report, with the Appendix, The Report from 

DC prmtea. secrecy ordcr'd to 

June 1 1 , The Commons order'd the Speaker to fend a ^- panted, 
printed Copy of the Report from the Committee of Secrecy And fcnt to the 
to the Sheriff of every Countv, and to the returning Officer sheriffs, &c. 
of every City and Borough lending Members to Parliament. 

yune 15. Mr Walpole, from the Committee of Secrecy, 
acquainted the Houfe, That he was direded by the Com- 
mittee to move tlie Houfe, That the Perfons taken into Cu- 
ftody, purfuant to the Order of the Houfe of the 9th In ft. 
might be examia'd in the moft folemn Manner, according to 
former Precedents. Upon which it was order'd. That 
fuch Members of the Committee of Secrecy, who are 
Tuftices of the Peace for the County of Middlefex, fhould 
D 2 examine 

\\ Bidb of thtm AuMlvrs of th Imf^^ffi for Life, 
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Anno I. Oeo. I. examkic Mr Matthew Prior, and Mr Thomas Harley, at 
\,^/^^^''s^ the faid Committee* 

^tirte 1 7. Mr Walpole acquainted the Houfe, That pur- 
fuant to their Order, Matthew Prior, Efq; had been, the 
Day before, examined before the Committee of Secrecy, and 
during a long Examination, there appeared Matters of fuch 
Importance, that the Committee had direfted him to move 
the Houfe, that he might be confined in clofe Cuftody, and 
no Perfon permitted to come to him : Upon which it was 
Mr Prior ordered ordered. That Mr Matthew Prior, now in Cuftody of the 
intock,feCuftody.g^^^^ at Arms, be confined inclofe Cuftody, and no Per- 
fon permitted to come to him without Leave from Mr 
Speaker. 

The Account of what pafs'd at Mr Prior's Examination, 
as drawn up by his own Hand, may be fecn in the APPEN- 
DIX to this Work. 

June 2 1 . The Houfe having, according to Order, con- 
fider'd farther of the Report from the Committee of Secrecy, 
stanh G^^. Stanhope flood up and faid, ' He wifh'd he were not 
imoeaches jiScs obHgM to break Silence on that Occaiion ; but that as a 
S'^^^TrSt Member of the Secret Committee, and of that great A{- 
^* fepibly, which ought to do the Nation Juftice, he thought 

it his Duty to impeach James Duke of Ormond of High 
Debate th Treafon, and other High Crimes and Mifdemeanours ; ' and 

Mr Rofcawen?"* was fecoudcd by Mr Bofcawen. Hereupon Mr Archibald Hut 
MrHuichcfon. ^hefon, * Member for Haflings, made a long Speech in be- 
half of the Duke of Ormond, wherein he fet forth, * his 
noble Birth and Qualifications ; and the great Services which 
both he and his illuftrious Ancellors had performed to the 
Crown and Nation ; urg'd. That in the whole Courfe of his 
late Condud, he had but obey'd the late Queen's Commands ; 
and concluded, That if all that was alledg'd again ft his 
' Grace in the Report could be made out, it would, in the 
Rigour of the Law, amount to no more than High Mifde- 
meanours. ' This Speech made a great Impreflion on the 
Aflembly ; and Mr Hutchcfoi;! was feconded by General 
Q^npraiLumiey. Lumley, Member for Arundel, who faid, among other 
Things, * That the Duke of Ormond had, on all Occafions, 
given flgnal Proofs both of his AfFcftion and Love for his 
Country, and of his perfonal Bravery and Courage, particu- 
larly at the Battle of Landen, where he was wounded and 
taken Prifoner; and that the late King William was ex- 
tremely fatisfyM with his Grace's gallant Behaviour. That 
'his Grace had generoully expended the beft Part of his Eftate 
ij{i the Wars, living in 4 moil noble and fplendid Manner, 

for- 

♦ One rfthc (kmm^mms •/ Trait tivi TUnrtMfvmt 
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for the Honour of his Country : That therefore, in Confi- aww^^gco.!. 
deration both of his great Services, and his illullrious Re- ^^''''-^y^^Si^ 
lations, if he had of late been fo unfortunate as to fail in 
any Part of his Condu(^, they ought not to proceed againft 
him with the utmoit Rigour of the Law ; the rather, be- 
caufe he ever meant well, and was drawn into ill Meafures 
by crafty Miniflers. ' Sir Jofeph Jekyll fpoke likewife in sirjorcphjekyH, 
Favour of the Duke of Ormond : He faid, * That if there 
was Room for Mercy, he hoped it would be (hewn to that 
noble, generous, and courageous Peer, who, for many Years, 
had exerted thofe great Accomplifhments for the Good and 
Honour of his Country. That if of late he had tlie Mis- 
fortune to deviate from his former Conduft, the Blame ought 
not, in Juflice and Equity, be laid to him, but to them 
principaiiy, who abufmg his AfFcdion, Loyalty, and Zeal ' 
for the Service of his Royal Miftrefs, had drawn him into 
pernicious Counfels : That therefore, as the Statute of the 
25th Edward in. on which the Charge of High Treafon 
againft his Grace was to be grounded, had been mitigated 
by fubfequent Laws, the Houi'e ought not, in his Opinion, 
to take Advantage of that Adt againfl the Duke, but only 
impeach him of High Crimes and Mifdemeanours. ' He 
added, * Thatifome Perfons endeavoured to aggravate the 
Duke of Ormond's Faults, by charging upon him the Riots 
and Tumults which the Populace committed daily in many 
Places ; but that he durft averr, that his Grace did no Ways 
countenance thofe diforders ; and if the difalFefted made ufe 
of his Name, unknown to him, his Grace ought not to fufFer 
for it. ' General Rofs laid great Strefs upon Sir Jofeph ccn. xoA. 
Jekyirs Opinion, and faid all he could in his Commenda- 
tion, and the Duke*s Defence. Sir William Wyndham, sir w. wyndlwaL 
Member for Somerfetfhire, Mr Thomas Onflow, Member MrT. onflow, 
for Surrey, Mr Ward, Mr Hungerford, and fome other Mr Ward. 
Members of both Parties, fpoke alfo on the fame Side : But ^ «"»«<^«<- 
Mr Lyddal, Member for Leftwithiel, Mr Hampden, and JJjji'J^jJ'^ 
Mr Thompibn, * Member for Ipfwich, did ftrongly fupport Mr Thompfw, 
General Stanhope's Motion ; anfwer'd all that had been al- 
ledg'd in the Duke's Favour ; and among other Things re- 
prefented, * That he ever afFedled Popularity; that he could 
not be ignorant of the Tumults and Riots of which his 
Name was the Signal ; and that fince he did not publickly ' 
difown them who made Ufe of his Name, his Silence was 
a tacit Approbation of their Proceedings, and feem'd to 
fummon the People to a general Infurredion. 

Sir 

♦ Kecnf^ of the City rf L9udortj nftti-vmrJls hiighteit ami mai: m C«n». 
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Sir Edward Northey, f Member fqr Tiverton, faid that 
he did not difown, but that in the Report of the Committee 
8ir Ed. Northey. ofSecrecy, there were fomc Matters, on which an Impeach- 
ment of High Treafon might be grounded againil the Duke 
of Ormond ; but he did not think it proper to explain him- 
felf farther on that Occafion. Mr Lechmere, fpoke plainer, 
^^' and mentioned a Cafe parallel to the Duke's, which had 
been adjudged Treafon. This Debate lafted from One till 
about half an Hour paft Ten, when the Queftion was put, 
and refolv'd by a Majority of 234 Voices againft 187, to 
impeach James Duke of Drmond of High Treafon, and 
The Impeachment ^^^^^ High Crimes and Mifdemeanours. After which it was 
of the DuKe of ordcr'd. That it be referred to the Committee ofSecrecy to 
to by the hJuic, draw up Atticles of Impeachment, and prepare Evidence 
jSiif him ordcr'd againft James Duke of Ormond; and that the farther Con- 
10 »» drawn up. ^deration of the faid Report be adjourn'd to the next 
Morning. 

yuTte 22. The Commons refum'd the Confideration of the 
Report from the Committee of Secrecy, and Mr Aiflaby, 
who fpoke firft, ' Took Notice of the general Concern that 
had appeared the Day before in the Houfe, for the noble 
Perfon that was impeached ; becaufe they were perfuaded, 
'twas rather through Weaknefs than Malice that he had 
follow'd pernicious Counfels ; but that, in his Opinion, few, 
if any, would fpeak in Favour of another Lord, whom he 
Mr Aif!^^y im- ^^^.s to impeach. That the Perfon he meant, was Thomas 
Inches Thom;.8 Earl of Straflord, one of the Plenipotentiaries of Great Bri- 
ci High Crimes tain at the Congrefs of Utrecht ; whofe Condudl had been 
and^Mudemca- ^^^j^ djfFerent from that of his Colleague, the Lord Bifhop 
of London. * That this good and pious Prelate feem'd to 
have been put at the Head of that Negociation, only to 
palliate the Iniquity of it, under the Sacrednefs of his Cha- 
rafter ; but was little more than a Cypher in the Abfence of 
the Earl of Strafford. That the Bifliop not being in the 
Secret, had afted with Referve and Caution, and would do 
nothing without the Queen's fpecial Commands; whereas 
the Earl of Strafford not only was forward to venture and 
undertake any Thing, as he exprefles himfelf in oi^e of his 
Letters, to be the Tool of a Frenchify'd Miniftry ; but inT 
many Inftances had gone beyond his Inflrudions, and ad- 
vis'd the moft pernicious Meafures. That having impar* 
tially weighed the different Condudl of thefe two Minifters, 
he was glad that nothing could be charg'd upon the Bifliop, 
fince it gave them an Opportunity to convince the World, 
that tJie Church is not in Danger ; but mov'd that Thomas 

Earl 

f Attnrney Get/er.fl, bid remov'd* 
* Vr Jofin Robinfojj. 



. { 31 ) 
Earl of Strafford be impeach'd of High Crimes and Mifde- Anno i. Geo. l 
meanours. ' Mr Aiflaby afterwards enlarged upon this ^ ^*4^!5^ j 
Charge, which he reduced to thcfe three principal Heads, v^Afw 
viz. I. * The Earl of Strafford's advifing the fatal Sufpeniion 
of Arms, which was foon after attended with feveral Mif- 
fortunes that bcfel the Allies ; and at laft reduc'd them to 
the Neceffity of fubmitting to the Terms of an unfafe, dif- 
honourable Peace. II. Advifing the feizing of Ghent and 
Bruges, in order to diftrefs the Allies, and favour the Ene- 
my. III. The Infolence and Contempt with which he had 
treated the moll ferene Houfe of Hanover, and their Ge- 
nerals and Minifters. ' 

Mr Bailie, having feconded Mr Aiflaby, Sir William Detatctheiebn. 
Wyndham endeavour'd to juftify the Earl of Strafford, as to *^'»»^- 
the firft Head, by faying, ' That the Peace, which was ««w.wyadkMu 
but the Sequel and neceflary Confequence of the Sufpenfion 
of Arms, had been approved as fuch by two fucceffive Par- 
liaments, and declared advantageous, fafe, and honourable. ' 
Mr Shippen, Mr Ward, and Mr Snell, Member for Glou- Mrshippcn. 
cefter, fpoke alfo in Favour of the Earl of Strafford ; as did ^^ ^^'^''^ 
alfo Mr Hungerford, who, among other Things, faid, ^/f^'^^^ ^ ^ 
• That tho' the Bilhop of London had an equal Share 
with the Earl of Strafford in the Negociarion of Peace, he 
was, it feems, to have the Benefit of his Ciergy. ' General 
Rof^ having likewife faid fomething to excufe the Sufpenfion ccn. roIs. 
of Arms, General Cadogan f Member for Woodllock an- ccn. cadosan. 
fwer'd, * That confidering the Situation of both Armies, 
the Confederates loft the faireft Opportunity they ever had 
in Flanders, to deftroy the Enemy's Army, and to penetrate 
into the very Heart of France ; ' but added, * That nothing 
Icfs could be expefted from a Princefs and a Miniitry, who 
had entirely delivered themfelves into the Hands of France.' 
Sir James Campbel, Member for the Shire of Argyle fpoke sir james Cunpi^i. 
alfo againft the Earl of Strafford : Sir David Dalrymple, sir David D-drym- 
fumm'd up what had been faid on both Sides ; and having ^^'^' 
illullrated the prefent Cafe by parallel Inlbnces and prorer 
Obfervations, urg'd, that both by the Civil and Statute 
Laws, the Earl of Strafford was, at Icaft, guilty of High 
Crimes and Mifdemeanours. Hereupon, about feven in the 
Evening, the Queftion was put, and by 268 Voices againft 
100, it was refolv'd, That the Houfe will impeach Thomas J'SmuK^a^i*!? 
Earl of Strafford of High Crimes and Mifdemeanours ; and f'^-^'^^'J' ^'-*':^ 
order'd. That it be referred to the Committee of Secrecy, andArtidc5o^!>iM 
to draw up Articles of Impeachment, and prepare Evidence ijiaia hil5i? "^ 
againft the faid Earl. 
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AnBo^i^.^Geo.1. j^f^ ^. The Houfc rcfolv'd itfelf into a grand Commit* 
^^^^r-y^N^ tee, upon an ingrofTed Bill from the Lords, intitled. An 
JS to explain the Ad made in the izth Tear of King 
William the Third^ intitled, An ASt for the farther Limi^ 
tatijn of the CronvKy and better fe curing the Rights and Li- 
berties of the Suhjed. A Cluufe having been inferted in 
the faid Bill, whereby a Door feem'd to be left open for 
the Admiflion of Foreigners into Places, many of the Court 
Party, headed by Mr Hampden, look'd upon that Bill as 
dangerous to our Conllitution ; and the Friends of the late 
Minillry, who refolv'd to oppofe it, thinking this a proper 
Opportunity to make it drop, mov'd that the Confideration 
g^2JJ5«5'Jof it be put off to another Day : Bat the Quellion being put 
MofK.w.iii. thereupon was carried in the Negative by 141 againft 139. 
^/cri^'&c.Thcn the Committee went thro' the Bill, and made an 
Amendment to the Claufe before-mention*d, the Report of 
which was put off 'till the 6th of July. On that Day Mr 
Lowther, Member for Cumberland, reported from the 
• Committee of the whole Houfe, to whom the engrofled Bill 
from the Lords, intitled. An ASl to explain the A3 made in 
the 1 zth Year of the Reign of King William III. intitled. An 
AB for the farther Limitation of the Cro^wn, &c. was com- 
mitted, the Amendment they had direded him to report to 
the Houfe ; which he read in his Place, and afterwards de- 
livered in at the Table, where the fame was twice read : 
And a Motion being made, that the Bill be recommitted, 
Mrahipjwiu there arofe a Debate that lafted near three Hours : Mr Ship- 
pen, with fome others raifed feveral Obje£lions againft the 
MrR.waipoic. Bill, but wcrc anfwered by Mr Robert Walpole, Mr Bof- 
Mr Bofcawen. cawen, and fome others of the Court Party, and the Quefti- 
on being put upon the faid Motion, it was carried in the Ne- 
gative by 190 againft 140. And then the Amendment, 
with an Amendment thereto, was agreed to by the Houfe. 
yufy 7. Mr Robert Walpole, from the Committee of Se- 
MrWaipoicfrom crccy, acquainted the Houfe, ' That the Committee having 
ef^sec^ct"""^^^^^ of Impeachment of High Treafon and other 

j!ehrft^^_nAr- High Crimes and Mifdenieanours, againft Robert Earl of 
]^tTo^ oxfJd? Oxford and Earl Mortimer, had commanded him to acquaint 
the Houfe, that they Ihould, in a ftiort Time , have farther 
Articles againft the (aid Earl ; and that the Committee had 
^iredled him to report the Articles, already prepared, to the 
Houfe : ' And he read them in his Place, and afterwards de- 
livered ^hem in at the Table, where they were once read. 

After this it was moved that the farther Confideration of 
the faid Articles be adjourned to that Day fe'nnight ; but it 
was carry'd, without dividing, That the faid Report be read 
a fecond Time the next Day. At which Time the firft Ten 
Articles of Impeachment againft Robert E^rl of Oxford 

and 
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and Earl Mortimer, were read a fecond Time ; and upon 
the Queftion feverally put thereupon, with Amendments to 
fome of them, there was a long Debate from Two 'till n^te^^ewnT 
Eight in the Evening, when they were agreed to, by 280 
againfl: 125. Then a Motion being made and the Queftion 
put. That the farther Coniideration of the faid Report be 
adjournM 'till the next Morning, the fame was carry'd in 
the Negative, by 247 againfl: 139. Hereupon the Eleventh 
Article was read a fecond Time, and amended by the Houfe ; 
and then there arofe a great Debate, upon the Queftion^ Debate on the 
Whether the (kid Article was High Treafon ? Sir Robert s^R'T^'i^li. 
Raymond, Mr William Bromley, * Member for the Uni- Mr Bromk/" 
verfity of Oxford, Sir William Wyndham, Mr Edward Harley, MrlL]^'.'^*^ 
Mr Thomas Foley, Mr Ward, and Mr Hungerford, main- mtw^^"^' 
tain'd the Negative ; and were ftrongly fupported by Sir Jo- J^'PS^T'il 
fcph Jekyll, one of the Committee of Secrecy, who faid, ^ ° ^ ^^^ ^ 
• That it was ever his Principle to do Juftice to every Body, 
from the higheil to the loweft ; being perfuaded, that it was 
the Duty of an honeft Man never to ad by a Spirit of Party. 
That he hoped he might pretend to have fome Knowledge 
of the Laws of the Kingdom ; and as, in the Committee of 
Secrecy, he had taken the Liberty to differ from his Col- 
leagues, he would not (cruple to declare now to the whole 
Houfe, that, in his Judgment, the Charge in Queftion did 
not amount to High Treafon.' Moft of the other Members 
of the Committee of Secrecy were offended at this Speech : 
And thereupon Mr Robert Walpole anfwer'd, ' That there M^jLWaipoW. 
were both in and out of the Committee of Secrecy, feveral 
Perfons, who did not, in the leaft, yield to the Member that 
(poke laft, in Point of Honefty ; and who, without derogat- 
ing from his Merit, were fuperior to him in the Knowl^ge 
of the Laws ; but who, at the fame Time, were fatisfied 
that the Charge fpecified in the Eleventh Article amounted 
to Treafon.' Mr Walpole was back'd by General Stanhope, General sunhopt. 
the Lord Coningsby, General Cadogan, Mr Bofcawen, and Lord coninRsbf. 
Mr Aiflaby ; and the Eleventh Article being amended, the csn. cadogin. 
lame was agreed to by the Houfe, by 247 Votes agimft 1 27. Mr AifUby. 
Mr Harley endeavoured to juftify the Earl of Oxford, Mr hjuI*/. 
I. By urging that he ever afted by the late Queen's pofitive 
.Commands ; to prove which, he offered to produce two Let- 
ters from her Majefty 3 and IL The Neceffity of making a 
Peace ; He having upon this Occafion, advanced, that the 
Dutch prolonged the War, and that their Deputies in the 
Army had often prevented the giving the Enemy a deciiive 
filow. General Cadogan anfwer'd, that the Dutch were ccn. Co^TgiMi. 
more concern'd than any Prince or State in the Grand AUi- 
VoL.I. E anc« 
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ancc to put an End to the War ; and undertook to prove, 
that there had not been any Campaign in Flanders, except 
that in which the Duke of Ormond commanded, that was • 
not mark'd and famous to all Pofterity, for fome fignal and 
glorious Event, to the Advantage of the common Caufe f 
Then the reft of the Sixteen Articles were feverally read a 
fecond Time, and with Amendments to fome of them, agreed 
unto by the Houfe, who ordered, That the faid Articles 
be engrofled ; and, that a Claufe be prepared faving Liberty 
to the Commons to exhibit any farther Articles againft the 
faid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer ; and that he 
may be fequefter'd from Parliament, and committed to fafc 
Cuftody. 

Ju/y 9. The above Claufe was offered to the Houfe ; and 
being twice read, and agreed to, was ordered to be engroffed 
with the Articles of Impeachment. The fame Day the In- 
groffed Articles of Impeachment againft Robert Earl of Ox- 
ford and Earl Mortimer, were read ; after which it was or- 
dered, I. That the Lord Coningfby do carry the faid Articles 
to the Lords : II. That his Lordftiip be diredled, before he 
exhibit the faid Articles to the Lords, to impeach Robert 
Earl of Oxford and Mortimer, to the Effeft follov^ing, viz. 

My Lords, 

* 'Tp HE Commons affembled in Parliament having recei- 

* X ved Information of divers traiterous PradUces and 
« Defigns of a great Peer of this Houfe, Robert Earl of 

* Oxford and Earl Mortimer ; have commanded me to im- 
« peach the faid Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, of High 
■ Treafon, and other High Crimes and Mifdemeanours : 

* And I do here in their Names, and in the Names of all the 

* Commons of Great Britain, impeach Robert Earl of Ox- 

* ford and Earl Mortimer, of High Treafon, and other High 

* Crimes and Mifdemeanours. I am farther commanded by 

* the Houfe of Commons to pray and demand of your Lord- 
« fhips. That the Enrl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer may be 

* fequefter'd from Parliament, and forthwith committed to 
« fafc Cuftody. 

After this, the Lord Coningfby, attended by moft of thofe 
Members who voted for the Impeachment, went up to the 
Houfe of Peers, and at their Bar impeached Robert Earl of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer, in the Form above-mentioned ; 
and then left with their Lordfhips the Articles of Impeach- 
ment againft the faid Earl, which 'the Reader may find at 
large in the STJTE TRIALS, Vol. 6. p. 103. 

July 20, The King came to the Houfe of Lonls, and the 
Commons being ftnt for, his Majefty gave the Royal AfTcnt 

to 
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to fuch Bills as were ready ; after which the Lord Chancel- Anno i. oet^i. 
lor read a Speech delivered into his Hands by his Majefly ^^^N^"n^ 
from the Throne, as follows : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
«* ^nr^HE Zeal you have fliewn for preferring the Peace mnrt speech r*. 
•* X, of my Kingdoms, and your Wifdom in providing fo latingto an inya- 
** good a Law to prevent all riotous, and tumultuous Proceed* der. ^^^^ 

** ings, give me great Satisfadjon ; but I am forry to find 
<* that fuch a Spirit of Rebellion has difcover'd itfelf, as leaves 
" no Room to doubt, but thefe Diforders are fet on Foot 
** and encouraged by Perfons difafFefted to my Government» 
** in Expedlatioh of being fupported from Abroad. 

** The Prefervation of our excellent Conftitution, and the 
** Security of our holy Religion, has been, and always Ihall 
** be, my chief Care ; and I cannot queflion but your Con- 
" cern for thefe invaluable Bleffings is fo great, as not to Itt 
** them be expos'd to fuch Attempts as I have certain Ad- 
*• vices are preparing by the Pretender from Abroad, and 
" carrying on at Home by a reftlefs Party in his Favour. 
Gentlenien of the Houfe of Commons, 

«* In thefe Circumftances, I think it proper to ask your 
•* Affiftance, and make no doubt but you will fo far confult 
** your own Security, as not to leave the Nation, under a 
** Rebellion adlually begun at Home, and threatened with 
•* an Invafion from Abroad, in a defencelefs Condition-: 
** And I ihall look upon the Provifion you fhall make for 
*< the Safety of my People, as the bell Mark of your Affeo- 
" tion to me. . 

The Commons being returned to their Houfe, it was re- Commons AdixG$^ 
folv'd, Nemine Contradicente, That an humble Addiefs be *'^'r'»*^- 
prefented to his Majefty, to return the moft humble and du- 
tiful Thanks of this Houfe to his Majefiy, for communicat- 
ing to his Parliament, the Advices he has received of an At- 
tempt preparing to be made upon the Nation from Abroad, 
abetted and encouraged by treafonable Pradices at Home, in 
Favour of a Popilh Pretender 5 and to aifure his Majefty, 
that this Houfe will, with their Lives and Fortunes, ftand by 
and fupport his Majefty againft all his open and fecret Ene- 
mies ; and to defire his Majefty, that he will immediately 
give Direftions for fitting out fuch a Number of Ships as may 
effeftually guard the Coafts, and to iflue out Commiflions for 
augmenting his Forces by Land ; affuring his Majefty, this 
Houfe will, without Lofs of Time, effedually enable him to 
raife and maintain fuch a Number of Forces, both by Sea 
and Land, as ftiall be neceffary for the Defence of his facred 
Perfon , mA for the Stcurity of his Kingdoms. After thk;, 
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Mr Freeman, Member for Hertforddiire, flood up, and re- 
prefented, ' That in To impbrtant a Jimdare, they ought to 
lofe no Time in drawing up an Addrefs ; and therefore 
mov'd, That the faid Refolution be forthwith laid before his 
Majefty by the whole Houfe.' He was feconded by the Lord 
tord Ontrofi;/. Guemfey, Member for Surry, who faid, * It was well known 
he had, on many Occaiions, differed from fome. Members in 
that Houfe ; but being now convinced that our Liberty, Re- 
ligion, and all that is dear to Englifhmen, were aim'd at, he 
would, laying his Hand on his Sivordy rather die with his 
Sword in his Hand, than furvive the Pretender's coming in, 
tho' he were to enjoy the greateft Honours and Preferments 
under him.' Mr Hampden having likewife back'd Mr Free- 
man's Motion, it pafs'd into a Refolution, Nem. Con, and 
Mr Bofcawen, who was order 'd to wait on the King to know 
his Majelly's Pleafure, when he would be attended, by 
the Houfe, having, about iix in the Evening, reported, 
that his Majefty had been pleafed to appoint immediately at 
his Palace at St James's, the Houfe went tliither, with their 
Speaker, and laid before his Majefty the faid Refolution, to 
which the King was pleas'd to return the following Anfwer. 



Mr Hampden. 



|Cr Bofcawen. 



King's Anfwer 
(hereto. 



Gentlemen, 
«* T Thank you heartily for this Addrefs. The Zeal and 
** X Vigour which you ftiew upon this Occafion, will, I 
" truft in God, enable me to defeat the evil Defigns of our 
** Enemies. I will immediately give Diredions for fuch an 
*' Increafe of our Forces, by Sea and Land, as I ftiall judge 
** neceffary for your Security ; -and will order Eftimates of 
•* the Charge thereof to be laid before you. 



MrR. Waipoie*! Juh 26. Mr Robert Walpole took Notice, * Of theMea- 
dJc'fe^o ScKinjf fures the King had taken, purfuant to the Defire and Advice 
to a"ow the offi- Qf that Houfe, to fecure his Dominions 5 but reprefentcd, 

cers on Half-Pay , .^/./. -r r y r> I'm i 

Full Pay. that m Cafe of an Invafion, the Standmg Troops and new 

Levies would hardly be fufticient ; and as he thought it ne- 
ceffary, fo he mov'd, that the Officers in Half-Pay fhould 
be put in a Capacity to ferve the Nation, by allowing them 

General stanhope. ^yxW Pay.' General Stanhope feconded Mr Walpole's Mo- 
tion ; and General Rofs only having made a flight Objedlion 
to it, fuggefting, that, to iave Expences, the Standing Re- 
giments might be augmented, it was refolved. That an 
humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he would 
be graciou*iy^ pleafed to allow Full Pay to fuch Half-Pay Of- 
ficers as were not otherwife provided for j and that his Ma- 
. jefty would give Orders to the faid Ofiicers to hold them- 
fclves in Readinefs to be employ'd in fuch Manner as his 
Majefty ihould think fit i and to affure liis Majefty, that 
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this Houfe will fapply fuch extraordinary Expencc as his Annoi. obo.l 
Majefty fhould be at on this Account, out of the next Aids *''*" 
to be afterwards granted by Parliament. This Addrefs being 
the fame Day prefented to the King, his Majeily was pleas'd 
to fay, " 1 hat he look'd upon it as a frefh Imlance of the The King's Anhrar. 
** Duty and AirciStion of this Houfe, and of their Zeal for 
** the Security ^nd Prefervation of his People and Govern- 
** mcnt. , 

July 30. Mr R. Walpole reported from the Committee of Mr waipde, from 
Secrecy, that they had diredled him to exhibit farther Ar- ^^^:'^l^^tc^nf 
tides of Impeachment of Hij^h Crimes and Mifdemeanours ItalS^i^rf 
againil Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, which he Oxford 5 
read in his Place, and afterwards delivered tiiem in at the 
Table, where they were re:*d ; and a Motion being made, 
and the QueAion pat, that the ^ farther Confideration of the 
fkid Articles be adjouin'd 'till tlieTueiday following, it pafs'd 
in the Negative. After this it was order 'd, that the (aid A^^- 
ticles be read one by one 5 which was done accordingly, and, 
with Amendments to one of them, upon the Queftion feve- 
rally put thereupon, they were agreed to by the Houfe ; 
who ordered. That the iaid Articles be engroffed ; and, that 
a Claufe be prepared for faving Liberty to the Commons to 
exhibit any farther Articles againil the (aid Robert Earl of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer. 

Auguft 2. The engroffed farther Articles of Impeachment 
againil Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer were re^id ; . 
after which it was ordered, that the Lord Coningsby do carry cJiif i^:d c*^ 
thofe Articles alfo to the LokIs j which his Lordlhip did im- to"car'ri*to Jbi''* 
mediately. The faid farther Articles the Reader may fee in lo-^s. 
the 5 TA TE TR I A L S, Vol. 6, p. 1 1 6. The lame Day the 
King went to the Houfe of Peers, and the Commons be- 
ing lent for and attending, his Majeily gave the Royal Aiient 
to fuch Bills as were ready. 

Auguft 4. Mr R. Walpole from the Committee of Secrecy 
acquainted the Houfe, that the Committee had prepared Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment of High Treafon, and other High 
Crimes and Mifdemeanors againil Henry Vifcount Boling- MrWaipoiereior* 
broke ; and that the Committee had commanded him, at the thi Anfrtc- of inn 
fame Time, to acquaint the Houfe, that they ihall, m a Lor«i Byiw^Wofce. 
fhort Time, have farther Articles to lay before the Houfe 
againil him ; and that the Committee had diredled him to 
report the Articles already prepared, to the Houfe. Then 
Mr Walpole read the Articles in his Place, and afterwards 
delivered them in at tiie Table, where they were once read, 
and then a fccond Time, Article by Article, and upon the 
Queftion fevcrally put thereupon, agreed unto by the Ho^fe ; wi^: .|j„ jj^^^ 
who ordered. That the faid Articles be engroffed ; and tl>ata ^*'- 
Claufe be preparcdi for ikving Liberty to tho Commons to 
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exhibit any farther Articles againft the faid Henry Vifcount 

Bolingbroke, and that he may be fequeftred from Parliament 

and committed to fafe Cuftody. 

x..wc.« -^uguft 5. Mr R.Walpole, from the Committee of Secrecy, 

©f hnpeachmcnt acquainted the Houfe, that the Committee had prepared 
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Articles of Impeachment of High Treafon, and other High 
Crimes, and Mifdemeanours, againft James Duke of Or- 
mond, which they had diredled him to report to the Houfe. 
Then Mr Walpole read the faid Articles in his Place, and 
afterwards delivered them in at the Table, where they were 
once read ; and afterwards a fecond Time, Article by Ar- 
ticle. A Motion being made, and the Queftion put, that 
the Houfe, agree to the Firft Article, there arofe a warm 
Debate, in which a Member faid, that the Report of the 
Committee of Secrecy had begun to open his Eyes 5 and 
that the Duke of Ormond's Flight had fully convinc'd him, 
that the Heads of the Tory Party were a Set of Knaves and 
Villains, who defign'd to have ruin'd their Country, and 
made it a Province of France. The Lord * Stanhope, Mem- 
ber for St Germans, faid, he never wifti'd to fpill the Blood 
of any of his Countrymen, much lefs the Blood of any 
Nobleman ; but that he was perfuaded, that the Safety erf" 
his Country required that Examples fhould be made of thofe 
who had betray '4 it in fo infamous a Manner. The Lord 
-j- Finch, Member for Rutland/hire, fpoke alfo on the fame 
Side ; and after fome other Speeches, the Firft Article was 
agreed to by a Majority of 177 Voices againft 78 ; and 
then the other Articles, upon the Queftion feverally put 
thereupon, were alfo agreed unto by the Houfe : After 
which it was order'd. That the faid Articles be engroffedj 
, and that a Claufe be prepared for faving Liberty to the Com- 
mons to exhibit any farther Articles againft the faid James 
Duke of Ormond ; and that he may be fequefter'd from 
Parliament, and committed to fafe Cuftody. 

Jugttft 6. The engroffed Articles, againft Henry Vifcount 
Bolingbroke, were read, after which it was order'd, I. That 
Mr R. Walpole do carry the faid Articles to the Lords |' 
IT. That he be direfted, before he exhibits the faid Articles to 
the Lords, to impeach Henry Vifcount Bolingbroke to the 
Effed following, viz. 

My Lords, 
♦ 'TT^HE Commons affembled in Parliament having receivM 

< X Information of divers traiterous Pra£licessjidDefign» 

< of a great Peer of this Houfe, Henry Vifcount Bolingbroke,. 

< haiiiQ 
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* have commanded mc to impeach the faid Henry Vifcount Anw ». e«>. l 

« Bolingbroke of High Treafon, and other High Crimes ^^^.^^^JJ^-n^ 

* and Mifdemeanours : And I do here in their Names, and 

* in the Names of all the Commons of Great Britain, im- 

* peach the faid Henry Vifcount Bolingbroke of High Trea- 

* fon, and other High Crimes and Mifdemeanours. I am 

* farther commanded by the Houfe of Commons to pray 

* and demand of your Lordfhips, that the faid Henry Vif- 

* count Bolingbroke may be fequeftred from Parliament, 

* and forthwith committed to fafe Cuflody. ' 

Accordingly, the fame Day, Mr Walpole accompanied 
by a great many Members of the Commons, at the Bar of 
the Houfe of Lords, impeach'd Henry Lord Vifcount Bo- 
lingbroke as above ; and the fame Day the Lords fent a 
Meflage to acquaint the Commons, that their Lordfhips had 
orderM Henry Vifcount Bolingbroke to be forthwith at- 
tached, byvthc Gentleman Ufher of the Black-Rod attending 
the Houie of Lords, and brought to their Lordfliips Bar, to 
anfwer the Articles exhibited againft him by the Houfe of 
Commons : But the Lord Bolingbroke had long before re- who befnr fled, b 
tir'd into France. Hereupon the Commons order'd a Bill tIS°^"^ 
to be brought in to fummon Henry Vifcount Bolingbroke 
to render himfelf to Juflice by a Day therein to be limited, 
or, in Default thereof, to attaint him of High Treafon. 

Auguft 8. TheengroiTcd Articles againft the Duke of Or- 
mond were read, upon which it was ordered L That General 
Stanhope do carry the faid Articles to the Lords; II. That General stanhope 
he be direded to impeach James Duke of Ormond, in the f;"*-/!!?. P"/ ^* 

f -ry TT -^T'c T»i' 1 1 I'll \» > tiic Lords ^ne Ar- 

lame Form as Henry Vifcount Bohngbroke \ which he did tide* asaj^a the 
the fame Day. The Articles of both which Impeachments ** ° "* 
maybe feen in the POLITICAL STATE for Auguft 171 5. 
But the Duke of Ormond pn the 21ft of July before, cm- 
barking privately on board a Veffel on the Kentifti Coaft, 
landed in three Days in France : Upon which the Commons 
Auguft the loth, ordered a Bill to be brought in to fummon 
and attaint him in like Manner as the Lord Vifcount Boling- o?i!SftSte4 
broke. Thofe two Bills having pafs'd both Iloufcs, re- 
ceived the Royal Affent. 

Auguft 3 1 . Mr. Walpole, from the Committee of Secrecy, 
acquainted the Houfe that the Committee had prepared Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment of High Crimes and Mifdemeanours 
againft Thomas Earl of Strafford ; which he read in his Mr w»ipoU r*. 
Place, and afterwards delivered in at the Table, where they J;;L'na ih^d'if 
were read. Then it was order'd, that the faid Articles be * f*^>*^ 
read a fecond Time, Article by Article j which being done 
accordingly, the faid Articles were feverally agreed unto by 
Xh% lioufc, who ordered, that the faid Articles be cngroficd ; 

and 
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and that a Claufc be prepared, faving Liberty to the Com* 
mons, to exhibit any farther Articles againft the faid Thoma* 
Earl of Strafford, and that he may be put to anfwer the faid 
Crimes and Mifdemeanours. 

September 1 . The faid Claufe was ofrer'd to the Houfe, 
read, agreed to, and ordered to be engrofled with the Articles 
of Impeachment ; which being done accordingly, the faid cn- 
groffed Articles of Impeachment of High Crimes and Mif- 
demeanours againft Thomas Earl of Strafford, were read, and 
it was ordered, I. That Mr. Aillaby do carry the laid Articles 
to the Lords j II. That, before he exhibit the faid Articles, he 
do, at the Bar of the Houfe of Lords, impeach the faid Tho- 
mas Earl of StrafFdrd of High Crimes and Mifdemeanours : 
which Mr. Aillaby, accompanied by many Members, did 
immediately ; The Articles at large the Reader will find in 
the P0LI7ICJL STJTE for September 1715. 

September 7. The Lords fent aMellage to acquaint the Com- 
mons, that the Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer had put in 
his Anfwer to the faid Articles of Impeachment ; and alfo 
to deliver to the Houfe of Commons a true Copy thereof, 
for which we refer to the STj^TE TRIALS, Vol. 6. p. 1 23. 
Hereupon the Commons ordered that the faid Anfwer be 
read on the Monday following, and the faid Anfwer being 
then read accordingly, there arofe a fmall Debate. Mr Rob- 
ert Walpole, among other Things, faid, * He had not yet 
had Time to perufe and examine that Anfwer, but that he 
now heard it read with a great deal of Attention, and, in his 
Opinion, it contain'd little more than what had been iuggefl- 
ed in Vindication of the late Meafures, in a Pamphlet inti- 
tuled, 7";^^ ConduEi of the Allies, 21A repeated over and over 
in the Papers calPd, The Examiner, That the main Drift of 
this Anfwer feem'd to prove thefe two AlTertions, I. That 
the Earl of Oxford had no Share in the adviling and manag- 
ing the Matters mentioned in the Articles againft him, but 
that the late Queen did every Thing \ and II. That the 
late Queen was a wife, good, and pious Princefs. That if 
the fecord Propclition were not better grounded than the firft, 
the Reputation of that excellent Princefs would be very pre- 
carious : But as every-body muft own her to have been a 
good and pious Queen, fo it was notorious that the Earl of Ox- 
ford, as prime MiniRer, was thechief Advifer, Promoter, and 
Manager, of the Matters charged upon him in the Articles : 
And therefore his Anfwer was a falfe and malicious Libel, 
laying upon his Royal Millrefs the Blame of all the pernici- 
ous Meafures he had led her into, againft her own Honour 
and the Good of his Country : That he hoped the EarPs en- 
deavouring to fcreen himfelf behind the Queen's Name, 
would avail him nothing : That 'tis, indeed, a Fundamental 

Maium 
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Jlaxlnt of our Conflitution, that King 
jbut that, at the fame Time, *tis no lefs certain, that M mi- 
ners of State are accxjuntable for their Adiaas ; otherwife a 

Parliamenc would be but an empty Name ; tJie Commons 
would have no Bufinefs in that Place ; and the Government 
would be abfolute and arbitrary. That though the Harl had 
the AiTurance to aver, that he had no Slhare in the Manage- 
ment of AfFairs that were tranfafked while he was at the Helm^ 
yet he pretended tojuftify the late H<?afu res : And therefore, 
in that Refpe^, his Anfwcr ought to be lookM upon as a Libel 
DO the Procecdi^ig^ of the Commons, fuice he cudeavour'd to 
dear thofe Perfons, who had already confefs*d their Guilt by 
their Flight. Mr, Shippen could not be altogether iilent on 
this Occafton : He faid, ^ That it would not b^:come him to j^i^^ ^l^o^ 
defend the Earl's Anfwerjfince, asa Member of that honoura- 
ble AfTembly^ he was become one of his Accufers : But that 
he could not forbear wifhing, that this Profecution might be 
dropt, and that thcHoufe would be fatisfyM with the two late 
A^s of Attainder. That this Wiih of his was the ftronger* 
becaufe one of the principal Reafons that induced the Com- 
inons to impeach the Earl of Oxford, fubiifted no longer, the 
Af^rs of Europe having receivM a fudden Turn from the 
Death of the French King ; whereby the Renunciation of 
JCing Philip began to take place^ in the Advancement of the 



Puke of Orleans to the abfolute Regency of France ' Mn 
AiHaby anfwer'd, • That he hoped 'twas to Uttle Purpofe 
the Gentleman who fpokc laft, endeavourM to move the Pity 
jmd Compaffion of the Houfe, and pcrfuade them to drop 
this Profecution, That this was not a proper Time to ex- 
amine and reply to the Earl of Oxford's Anfwcr ; and there- 
fore he would content himfelf with faying, in general, that it 
was a Contexture of the Shifts, Evafions, and &lfe Reprefen* 
tationt^ contained in the three Parts of fht Hifiafy of the 
Whitt^Staf, That as to what had been fuggefted concern- 
ing the Event which feem'd to have ftrengthen'd the Renunci* 
Btion, he did not deny, there might be fomething in it; which 
was manifefl from the great Joy the well-aifefted to the Go- 
vernment had Jhewn, on this Occafion^ and from the Morti£- 
cation and Dcfpair that appeared in the Faces of a cerUin 
Party : But that, after all^ it could not yet be afcertain'd, that 
the Renunciation waa in Force ; that there was a vaft Diffe- 
rence between the Regency and the Crown 1 that Time only 
would decide that Matter ; but that even fuppofing that, by 
the Concurrence of unforefeen Events, King Philip's Renun- 
ciation fhould, at laft, take place, yet the fame would not 
juflify thfi Minifters who propofed and laid it as the Founda* 
Hon of the late Peace, fince they with whom they treated,werc 
fo frank and fo finccre ai tg (ell theiPj that it coold never be 
Vpt., I. ¥ nlid^ 
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valjd, by the Fundamental Laws of France.' Aktf fom^ atliCF 
Speeches, k was orderM, That the Aufwer of Robert Earl of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer, be referred to the Committee ap* 
pointed to draw up Articles of Imp^chmentand prepare Evi- 
dence againft the impeached Lords ; and that the fa id Com- 
mittee do prepare a Replication to the ikid Anfwer : Aceord- 
ingly on Sept, i6. Mr. Robert Walpole, from the Committee, 
reported the fa id Replica tion, which he read in his Place, and 
afterwards deliver M in at the Table^ where tbe fame waa 
readj agreed unto, and orderM to be engrofs'd. The Monday 
after the engrolTed Replication wan read, and it was ordered, 
that Lord ConingJby do carry the fame to the Lords ; which 
his Lordftiip did accordingly. The Reader will find thefaid 

^cdby" to the Replication at large in the S TJTE-TR lAL S, Vol. 6, p. 1 47, 
Loijg, Sipttmher zo. Mr. Walpole reported from the Committee 

appointed to draw np Articles of Impeachmentj and to pre- 
pare Evidence a^inft the imfeach'd X-ords, that they havings 
L purfuant to the Order of Reference from the Houfe, confix 

» der'd of the State and Circum fiances of the Commitment of 

Mr. Prior J thought proper to make a Report thereupon to 
*Tht Commiti« the Houfe, After Reading the faid Report the Commons 
uf Secrecy im- ordered, that the Committee appointed to draw up Article* 
P^^^f^^^^ ^* of Impeachmentj and to prepare Evidence againi the im- 
S'll^n'liZ P^^='^'<^ Lords, beimpowar'd to fit. notwitSlknding My 
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Adjournment of the Houfe, 

Septemi?er zi . General Stanhope, Secretary of State, ac- 
quainted the Commons, That be was commanded by the 
King to communicate to the Houfe, that his Majetly having 
juftCaofe to fufped, that Sir William Wyndham, Member 



JMin^'sir^John ^^^ Somerfctihire i Sir John Paekington, Member for Worcef-* fl 
l^ackmgton, terfliire ; Mr. Edward Harvey, Member for Ciithero ; Mr. ' 
Mr, Ed. Harvey, Fofter, Member for Northumberland ; Mr. ^nrtis. Member 
AIt, Foftcr,Mn fp|. Launceilon ; and Mr. Corbet Ky nail on. Member for 
C KyJiaft'o^'' Slif^^^*'y» ^re engagMina Defign tofupport the intended 
iik^f% at° h^c Invafion of this Kingdom, hath given Order for apprehending 
King'skeijueft j them ; and his Majefty deft res the Confent of this Houfe to 
tabcapfnhcnd<^ his ciuting them to be committed and detained, if he ihaU 
judge it neceJTary fo to do, in Purfuance of tbe late A6\ of 
Parliament for im powering his Maj elly to commit and detain 
fuch Perfons as hisMajeity (hall fufped are confpiring agamfl 
his Ferfon and Government, Hereupon it was rdolv^d, Ncm, m 
C&rt. That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majeily, H 
returning the Thanks of this Houfe for his gracious Meflage 
this Day, and for hi* tender Regard to the Privileges of thii 
Houfe i and to dcfire, that he will be pleasMto give Order* 
for the committing and detaining the fever a I Mem her a 
nam'd in the faid Meflage, purfuant to the Ait »f this 
Sofioni of FAfliimieat for ik^i ^urpgi^St 1 

Tht 



< 43 ) 
The fame Day, the Lords fent a Meflage to acquaint the Amw *. Geo.L 
Commons, That their Lordfhips having addrefs'd his Majefty, V.y2*\^"^^ 
humbly to defire, that he would be pleas'd to caufe Diredions 
to be given to the proper Officers for preparing a ScafFold in scaffold oricrM «» 
Weftminfter-Hall, for the Trial of Robert Earl of Oxford and eJi'Smo^! 
Earl Mortimer, who now ftands impeach'd by this Houfe of '^^"^• 
High Treafon, and other High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, 
his Majefty had been gracioully pleas'd to fay, " He would 
" give Diredlions to the proper Officers purfuant to the faid 
** Addrefe" 

The fame Day likewife the King went to the Houfe of 
Peers, and the Commons attending, the Speaker, upon pre- 
ientingthe Money- Bills, made the following Speech to his 
Majefty : 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

* "^^"Our Majifty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjefts, the The speaker's 

* X Knights, Citizens, and Burgeffes in Parliament affem- K£|;*I)n prdfentijig 

* bled, have nov/ finifh'd the Supplies granted to your Ma- theMoney-BUb. 

* jefty for the Service of this prefent Year. Your Com- 

* mons had much fooner ofter'd thefe Supplies to your Ma- 

* jefty, had not their Zeal for your Majefty's Service, and 

* the Duty they owe to their Country, led them into Inqui- 

* ries which have drawn this SeiTion to an unufual Length. 

* But your Commons could not fee, without the utmoft 

* Indignation, the Glories of her late Majefty's Reign tar- 

* nifti'd by a treacherous Ceffation of Arms ; the Faith of 

* Treaties violated; that ancient Probity, for which the 
' Englifti Nation had been juftly renowned throughout all 

* Ages, expos'd to Scorn and Contempt ; and the Trade of 

* the Kingdom given up by infidious and precarious Treaties 

* of Commerce, whilft the People, amufed with new 
' Worlds explored, were contented to fee the moft advanta- 
' geous Branches of their Commerce in Europe loft, or bc- 

* tray'd. 

* Such was the Condition of this Kingdom, when it 

* pleased the Divine Providence to call your Majefty to the 

* Throne of your Anceftors, under whofe aufpicious Reign 
' your Commons with Pleafure behold the Glories of the 

* Plantagenets (your Majefty's royal Anceftors) revive ; and 

* have an unbounded Proiped of the Continuance of this 
« Happinefs, even to the lateft Pofterity, in a Race of 

* Princes lineally defcended from your Majefty. 

* And that nothing might be wanting on the Part of your 
/ Commons, to eftablifti your Majefty's Throne on folid and 
;• lafting Foundations, they have apply 'd themfelves, with 
'• uaweary'd Diligence^ to vindicate the Honour of the 

F z ' Britilh 
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* Britifh Nation, and to rcfbre a mutual Confidence between 

* this Kingdom and its ancient and faithful Allies, by de- 

* te£Ung the Authors of thefe pernicious Counfels, and the 

* Aftors in thefe treacherous Defigns, in order to bring them 

* to Juilice, by the Judgment of their Peers, acccording to 

* the Law of the Land, and the Ufage of Parliament. 

* It was not to be expefted, but that the Enemies to the 

< Nation's Peace, would ufe their utmoft Endeavours to ob- 

* ftrud your Commons in thefe Inquiries ; but defpairing 

* of any Succefs in the Reprefentative Body of the Kingdom, 

* they fomented Tumults among the Dregs of the People 

* at Home, and fpirited up the Pretender to an Invanon 

* from Abroad, This gave your faithful Commons frefh 
^ Opportunities of Ihewing their Affeftion to your Majefty's 

* Perfon, and their Fidelity to your Government, by their 

* unanimous Concurrence in granting fuch Supplies as were 

* fufficient to difappoint the one, and by their paffing fuch 

* Laws as were neceflary to fupprefs the other ; and, in 

* every Refped, to exprefs their Abhorrence of a Popifh 
^ Pretender, concerning whom, nothing remains unfuipeded, 
' but his Bigotry to Superflition, and his Hatred to our 

* holy Religion ; for the Advancement of which your Ma- 

* jefly has exprefs'd your pious Care, by recommending to 

* your Commons the providing Maintenance for the Mini< 

* fters who are to officiate in the new Churches. This your 

* Conmions readily comply'd with, trufting, that the Prayers 

* there offered to the Almighty, will bring down a Bleffing 

* on all your Majefly's Undertakings ; and not doubting, 

* but that the Doftrines there taught, will be a Means to 

* fecure the Quiet of your Kingdoms, and the Obedience 

< of your People. 

* The Revenue fet apart for the Ufes of the Civil Go- 

* vemment, your Commons found fo much intangled with 

* Mortgages and Anticipations, that what remained, was far 

* from being fufficient to fupport the Honour and Dignity 

* of the Crown : This your Commons took into ferious 

* Conllderation, and being truly fenfible, that on your Ma- 

* jefly's Greatnefs the Happinefs of your Subjedb entirely 

* depends, they have put the Civil Revenues into the fame 

* State, in which they were granted to your Majefty's glo- 
^ rious Predeceflbr, King William, of inmiortal Memory « 

* and thereby enabled your Majefty to make an ample Pro- 

* vifion for the Prince of Wales, whofe heroick Virtues are 
^ the beft Security of your Majefty'sThrone, as his other per-: 

< fonal Endowments are the Joy of all your faithftd Snbje^. 

^ I fhould but ill difcharge the Truft repofed in mc by 

^ the Commons, did I not lay before your Majefty, witi^ 

^ what Che^rfulnefs they receiy'd yotti^ Ma}cfty'« gracioof 

. ^ Inten^oni. 
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* Intentions for her Royal Highnefs the Princcfs ; and- with 

* how much Readinefs and Unanimity they enabled your 

* Majefty to fettle a Revenut fuitable to the Dignity of a 

* Princefs, whofe Piety, and ileady Adherence to the Pro- 

* teftant Religion, is the Glory of the prefent Age, and 

* will be the Admiration of all future Generations. 

* May it pleafe your Majefty, 

* The Bills which the Commons have prepared to com- 

* pleat the Supplies for this Year's Service, and for the 

* other Purpofes I have mentioned, are feverally intitled, 

I. An A& io enable bis Majefty to fettle a Re^venue fir fuf* 
porting the Dignity of her Rojal Highnefsy &c. 

II. An As for enlarging the Capital Stock and yearly Fund 
§f the South'Sea Company ^ &c 

III. An As for making ?rwifionfor the Mimfters of the fifty 
mvj Churchesy &c. 

* Which they with all Humility now prefent to your 

* Majefty for your Royal Aifent.' x * 

After this, his Majefty gave the Royal AiTent to the three 
Bills before mentioned, as alfo to fix more publick, and 
to nine private Bills. 

Then his Majefty was pleas'd to declare from the Throne, 
that he had ordered the Lord Chancellor to deliver his Ma- 
jefty 's Speech to both Houfes of Parliament, in his Majefty's 
Name and Words, which he did accordingly, as follows : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" T Am perfwaded you are all by this Time very defirous The King»« speech 
•* X of^ fome Recefs, and that it cannot be deferr'd longer, jSwiiS^* 
^* without great Inconvenience to your private Affairs. 

" But before I part with you, I muft return you my moft 
** fincere Thanks for your having finifti'd, with fo much 
** Wiidom and Unanimity, what I recommended .to your 
** Care ; and particularly I muft thank you. Gentlemen of 
" the Houfe of Commons, for the Provilion you have made, 
*' as well for the Support of the Honour and Dignity of 
" the Crown, as for the other neceffary Occafions of the 
^* Publick ; efpecially for your having done it by Means fo 
** little burthenfome to my People ; which, I allure you, 
<* recommends the Supplier to me above any other Circum- 
** ftance whatfoever. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" The open and declared Rebellion, which is now adually 
** begun in Scotland, muft convince all, who do not wifti to 
^ fee us given up into the Hands of a Popifli Pretender, of 
<* the Dangers to which wc hay« been, and are ftill exposed. 
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•* I thought it incumbent upon me, to give you the car- 
*f lieft Notice of the Defigns of our Enemies, and I cannot 
" fufiiciently commend the Z«al and Difpatch with which 
** you impower'd me, at a Time when the Nation was in 
** fo naked and defencelefs a Condition, to make fuch Pre- 
** parations as I fhould think neceflary for our Security. 
** You fhall have no Reafon to repent of the Truft and Con- 
** fidence you repofe in me, which I ihall never ufe to any 
" other End than for the Protection and Welfare of my 
" People. 

** It was fcarce to be imaginM, that any o^my Proteftant 
** Subjefts, who have known and ^njoy*d the Benefits of 
** our excellent Conllitution, and have heard of the great 
** Dangers they were wonderfully delivered from by the 
**• happy Revolution, fhould, by any Arts and Manage- 
** ment, be dra>vn into Meafures that muft at once deftroy 
** their Religion and Liberties, and fubjeft them to Popery 
** and arbitrary Power, but fuch has been our Misfortune, 
** that too many of my People have been deluded, and 
** made inftrumental to the Pretender's Defigns, who had 
** never dar'd to think of invading us, or raifing a Rebellion, 
" had he not been encouraged by the Succefs his Emiilaries 
** and Adherents have already had in flirring up Riots and 
•• Tumults, and by the farther Hopes they entertain of 
*^ railing Infurreftions in many Parts of my Kingdoms. 

" The endeavouring to perfuade my People, that the 
** Church of England is in Danger under my Government, 
** has been the main Artifice employed in carrying on this 
•* wicked and traiterous Defign. This Iniinuation, after 
^ the folemn AfTurances I have given, and by having laid 
" hold on all Opportunities, to do every Thing that may 
*' tend to the Advantage of the Church of England, is both 
** unjuil and ungrateful : Nor can I believe fo groundlcfs 
" and malicious a Calumny can make any ImprefTion upon 
** the Minds of my faithftil Subjeds, or that they can be 
** fo far mifled, as to think the Church of England is to be 
" fecur'd by fetting a Popifh Pretender on the Throne. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

*^ The Proofs this Parliament has given of their unfhaken 
** Duty and AfFedion to me, and of their Love and Zeal 
*' for the Interefl of their Country, will recommend you to 
" the good Opinion and Efleem of all who have their Reli- 
•* gion and Liberty truly at Heart, and has laid a lalling^ . 
" Obligation upon me ; and I queflion not, but by your 
" farther Affiflance in the feveral Countries to which you 
" are going, with the BlefTmg of Almighty God, who ha& 
** fo frequently interpos'd in favour of this Nation, J fhall 

"be 



( 47 ) 
** be able to difappoint and, defeat the Defignsrt)f:our£ne» 
" mics. 

" Our Meeting again to do Bufinefs early in the ijext 
" Winter, will be uTeful on many Accounts ; particularly, 
** that the fitting of Parliaments may be again brought inta 
** that Seafon of the Year which is moft convenient ; and . r 

** that as little Delay may be given as is poflible to your '^ 

*^ judicial Proceedings ; and I fhall at prefent give fuch 
** Orders to my Lord Chancellor, as may not put it long 
** out of my Power to meet you on any fudden Occasion." 

And then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefly's Com- 
mand, {aid. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

* T T is his Majefty's Royal Will and Pleafurc, that both The Hoafe tA. 

* I Hottfes fliould forthwith feverally adjourn themfelves to io**^" ^ ^- ^th- 

* Thurfday the fixth Day of 0£bber next.' 

03ohtr 6. The Parliament being met at Weftminfter, 
purfuant to their laft Adjournment, Gen. Stanhope acquain- 
ted the Houfe, That it was the King's Pleafure, that the 
Parliament fhould be adjourn 'd for a Fortnight ; and there- 
fore defir'd that the Houfe would adjourn itfelf until the 
20th of Odober : Which the Houfe did accordingly. And afiemardtti 

OSober 20. Gen. Stanhope acquainted the Houle with Majcft/'sc«S! 
his Majefty's Pltafure, that the Parliament be adjourn'd un- "***'*• 
til the 5th of November. Upon which the Commons ad- 
joum'd themfelves to that Day, and afterwards to November 
2 1 ft. and then to December 14. at his Majefty's Defire. 

Dectmber 1 4. The Commons ordered, That Sir Edward sir Edw. wortiief 
Northey be added to the Committee of Secrecy, in the Room Jj|^ %s2^^ 
of Sir Richard Onflow, Bart, who had accepted the Place of " **° '* 
one of the Tellers of his Majefty's Exchequer, and was not 
pechofe. It was order'd likewife,. that Mr Speaker do write 
circular Letters to all the Sheriffs of the Kingdom, to fum- circular Lottm 
mon the Members in their refpedive Counties to attend the Sc MemSJ^At* 
Service of the Houfe upon the 9th of January : After which tendance on the 
General Stanhope acquainted the Houfe, that he had a Mef- wbich^S^thT* 
fage from his Majefty to this Houfe, fign'd by his Majefty ; ^"^ ^^"""^ 
which he delivered to Mr Speaker, as follows, viz. 

G E O R G E R. 

" T TIS Majefty underftanding, that many, both of the 
** X X Houfe ot Lords and Commons are detained in the 
" Countr)', as well by their private as the publick Bufinefs ; 
** and the Holidays being now fo near, during which there is* 
** ufually a Recefs, it is his Majefty's Pleafure, that the Par- 
^ liament adjooro to Monday the ninth Day of January 

*• next 
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Aiii»i.Geo.i. « ftcxt^ at. which Time hisMajetty intends the Iteliamait 
vJS^I^r-O " ^aU fit to do Bufinefs. 

Then the Houfe accordingly adjoum'd 'till Monday the 
9th of January. 

The pariiaaient January 9. The Parliament being met at Weihninfler, the 
"***'• King went to the Houfe of Peers, and the Conmions being 

font for up, and attending, the Lord Chancellor read his Ma- 

jcfty's Speech to both Houfes, as follows : 

_My X^rds and Gentlemen, 
The King's Speech." ' ■ ^HE 2^al and AfFedion to my Government, and the 
" X vigilant Care for the Safety of the Nation, which 
" you have fhewn in your refpeftive Counties, have not 
** only fully anTwer'd my Expeftations, but give me Aiiur- 
** ances that you are met together refolv'd to ad with a Spi- 
** rit becoming a Time of common Danger, and With fiich 
" a Vigour, as will end in the Confulion of all thofe who 
** have openly engag'd in this Rebellion, and in the S]iame 
" and Reproach of fuch as by fecret and malicious Infinuati- 
** ons, have fomented, or by an avow'd Indifference, en- 
** courag'd this traiterous Enterprize, 

** It is, I doubt not, a great Satisfaftion to you to have 
** obferv'd, that the Powers you entrufted me with for the 
" Prefervation of the publick Safety, have been employed in 
" the moft proper and efFeftual Manner, and made ilridly 
" fubfervient to thofe Purpofes only for which you intended 
** them ; and you muft have had the Pleafure to refled with 
" me, that as the Meafures taken for our Defence, have 
** been juft and neceffary, fo it has pleafed the Divine Pro- 
•* vidence to blefs them with a Series of fuitable Succ^fs: And 
** I cannot but take this Opportunity of doing Juftice to the 
" Officers and Soldiers of the Army, whofe brave and 
** ^thful Difcharge of their Duty, has difappointed oar 
** Enemies, and contributed fo much to the Safety of the 
" Nation. 

*' I did hope, that the detecting and preventing the de- 
** fign'd InfurredUons in fome Parts of the Kingdom, and the 
** defeating in others, thofe who had taken up Arms ^ainft 
** me, would have put an End to this Rebellion % but it is 
*' plain that our Enemies, animated by fome fecret Hopes 
" of Affiftance, are flill endeavouring to fupport this defoc- 
*^ rate Undertaking ; and the Pretender, as I have Reaum 
'* to believe, is now landed in Scotland. 

** It is however with Pleafure I can acquaint you, that 
'' notwithftanding thefe intefline Commotions, Great Britain 
" has, in fome Meafure, recovered its Influence and Repa* 
•' tation Abroad. The Treaty for fettling the Barrier for 

« the 
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«* the Ncthcrkiida, is now fully concluded between the Em^» ^^^i^****^' 
** peror and the States General, under my Guaranty. The Lx*^V\^ 
•* King of Spain has agreed to a Treaty, by which that va- 
** luable Branch of our Commerce will be deliver'd from the 
** new Impofitions and Hardfhips to which it was fubjeded 
** by the late Ti-eaties, and will ftand fettled for the future 
•■* on a Foot more advantageous and certain, than it ever did 
" in the rooft flourifhing Time of any of my Predeceffors } 
•* and the Treaty for renewing all former Alliances between 
** the Crown of Great Britain and the States General, it 
<* brought very near to its Conclufion. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

'* I muft rely on your AiFedtion to me, and your Care and 
** Concern for the Safety of the Nation, to grant me fuch 
** Supplies, as may enable me to rellore and fecure the Peace 
** of the Kingdom ; and I will order Eftimates of the necef-* 
" (ary Expences to be laid before you. 

*' Among t}ie many unavoidable ill Confequences of this 
** Rebellion, none affedls me more fenfibly, than that extra* 
^* ordinary Burthen which it has and muft create to my faith* 
** ful Subjedls. To eafe them as far as lies in my Power, 1 
** take this firft Opportunity of declaring, that I will freely 
** give up all the Eibates that ihall become forfeited to the 
•* Crown by this Rebellion, to be apply'd towards defraying 
** the extraordinary Expence incurred on this Occafion. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" It is Matter of the greateft Uneafinefs to me, that the 
** firft Years of my Reign, the whole Courfe of which I 
•* wifti'd to have tranfinitted to Pollerity, diftingiiifli'd by 
** the fair and endearing Marks of Peace and Clemency, 
** fhould be clouded and overcaft with fo unnatural a Rebel- 
** lion ; which, however impotent and unfuccefsful a due 
'* Care may render it in all other Rcfpcfts, does moft fenfibly 
** afHid me, by the Calamities it has brought on many of 
" my feithful Subjefts, and by thofe indiipenfible Returns 
*• of Severity which their Sufferings and the publick Safety 
** do moft julUy call for. Under this Concern, my greateft 
•• Comfort is, that I cannot reproach myfelf with having * 
** given the leaft Provocation to that Spirit of Difcontent and 
** Calumny that has been let loofe againft me, or the Icaft 
** Pretence for kindling the Flame of this Rebellion. 

" Let thofc whofe fatal Counfels laid the Foundation of 
•* all thefe Mifchiefs, and thofe whofe private Difcontenta 
** and Difappointments, difguis'd under falfe Pretences," have • 
*• betray'd great Numbers of deluded People into their own 
" DeftruAion, anfwer for the MiCeries in v/iiich they have 
" involved their Fellow-Subjefts. I queftion not, but that 
** with the Continuance of God^s BiciTmgs, who alone is 
Vol. L G " able 
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" able to form Good out of Evil, and with thd cheerful A(^ 
, " iifbnce of my Parliament, .we (hall, in a fhort Time, fee 
" this Rebellion end, not only in reftoring the Tranquility 
" of my Government, but in procuring a firm and lafting 
** Eftablifhment of that excellent Conftitution in Church and 
•* State, which it was manifeftly defign'd to fubvert : And 
•* that this open and flagrant Attempt in Favour of Popery, 
*' will abolifh all other Diftinftions among us, but of fuch as 
** are zealous Aflertors of the Liberties of their Cduntry, the 
** prefent Eftabliftiment, and the Proteftant Religion, and of 
** fuch as are endeavouring to fubjeft the Nation to the Re- 
" venge and Tyranny of a Popifh Pretender. 

^hanStoV^K- ^^^ CommoHs being rcturn'd to their Houfe, and having 
forrhcabijvcspccjf nnanimoufly refolv'd on an Addrefs of Thanks to his Maje- 
Siit"dOT?^^ '*' fty» fent to the Lords to defire them to contini c fitting for 
fome Time. This MefTage was carry'd by Mr Lechmere, who . 
having reported to the Houfe, that the Lords confented to do 
^ fo, made a Speech to the following EfFeft,viz. * That after the 
IpiiJ^Son. general AfFurances the Houfe had given to his Majefty, one 
^ Sloment ought- not to be loft, without taking fome cffedlual 
Step towards making them good : That the firft and great 
Concern was, to put an End to this Rebellion ; not only to 
quiet the prefent Commotions, but to extinguifh the very 
Poflibility of their being renewed : That for.thcfe Ends, eve- 
ry Gentlemr.n would agree to ftrengthcn the Hands of the 
King in fuch a Manner, as would enable him fpeedily and 
cfiedually to ccmpleat this Work : That the Houfe would 
do this with abfolute Cheerfulnefs, from the certain Know- 
ledge and \ xpericnce they had of the Wifdom and Juftice of 
Jiis Majelly, who would make no other Ufe of any Confi- 
dence his Parliament (hould repofe in him, than to promote 
the common Welfare of his People ; and that whatever ex- 
traordinary Afliftance the prefent Juncture of Affairs fhould 
require, would be continued no longer than the publick Ne^ 
ceffity caird for : That the next ufeful and necefiary Step, 
was the National Juftice, which was incumbent on this 
■ Houfe, in Duty to the King, as well as in JulHce to the Peo^ 
pie : And as ungrateful and disagreeable a Part as this mult 
be, yet, when the Defign of the Enemy was become fo def- 
perate, and fo avow'd, as to ftrike at the Crown upon the 
King's Head, and to involve the Nation in the Calamities of 
a Civil War, the Houfe could not exert themfelves too early, 
nor with too much Vigour ; and that as the Houfe acquitted 
itfelf on this Occnfion, he promised himfelf the EiFedk would 
be anfwerable : That the Spirit which fhould be (hewn in 
this Inftance, would animate the Friends of the Government, 
both at Home and Abroad ; and the Terror it XQuft ^iice 
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on our Enemies, would be equal at leaft, and contribute as 
much to the common Safety, as any other Preparation that 
had or could be made. He wifh'd he could fay or think, 
that this Rebellion was the ProjeA of thofe only, who ap- 
peared to head it ; or that it was the Refult of the wenk or 
ralh Counfels of thofc who publickly avow'd it : He wifh'd 
he could fay, that it was the Work of Papills only, or of 
thofe few Proteltants who were wicked or weak enough 
openly to join in it. He wifh'd he could fay, that it was a 
Plot but of Yeflerday, and that it had taken no deeper Root 
than ordinary Appearances would lead to fufpeft ; but he 
thought it plain, that it was the EfFedl of many Years La^ 
bour, of the joint and united Labour of great Numbers, both 
Protefbnts and Papifls, the plain and neceflary Confequence 
of the Meafures which had been carrying on for fome Year* 
laft : That to frame a right Judgment of the Nature of this 
Rebellk)n, he thought it neceflary for the Houfe to look 
back, and confider the natural Tendency of the publick Pror 
ceedings of late Years, and the Connedion they bore with 
the prefent unfortunate State of Things : When Men in 
facred Fundions fuffer*d themfelves to become State-Inflru- 
ments, and the great Merit of fuch Men was, under the 
Pretence of afTerting the Dodrines of the Church of Eng- 
land, to condemn the Revolution, he could never underfland 
any other Defign or Tendency from thofe Practices, than to 
undermine the Foundation of the Protellant Succeflion. He 
remembered it was faid upon a very folemn Occafion, by a 
very honourable Gentleman, * That the condemning the late 
" happy Revolution, could have no other Meaning, than to 
" make Way for another :" That however wicked and dan - 
gerous thefe Praclices were,they made too great an ImprefTion, 
and contributed a great deal to the prefent Calamity : That as 
the Defigns of the Enemy grew more avow'd, State-Prmciple« 
of another Kind were advanced, which Hill conduc'd to the 
fame End : That 'twas well known what Indullry was us'd 
to inculcate the Notions of Hereditary Right to the 
Crown, in Oppofition to the Settlement which had been 
made of it in the Houfe of Hanover, by the Authority of 
Parliament, and with no other View, than to weaken that 
Settlement : That every one remember'd what extraordinary 
Pains were taken to poyfon the People with this dangerous 
Kotion I and that thofe who made the bell Court to Mea in 
Power, were fuch who efpous'd this Opinion in the moft 
notorious Manner : That he could not forget with what 
Tcndernefs a certain Divine of the Church of England wai 
treated below Stairs, whilll under Profccution for the nK>ft 
impudent Libel \Th4 Htrtdiiary Right mfferted^ &c.] that 
«Y0r was pwbK(h*d agaipfl any Govormneot,. that had either 
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Will or Power to maiiitain it felf. He thought the Puniflb- 
ment that was inflided on that Gentleman light enough^ 
but he could not avoid taking Notice of a remarkable Paf- 
fage, which then alarm'd every thinking Man, and will, 
one Time or other, deferve the Confideration of this Houfe, 
viz. The Order from the Government, counterfign'd by a 
Secretary of State, to the Judges of the Queen's Bench, 
after the Judgment pafs'd^ to fuperfede the ignominious 
Part of the Punifhment, by Reafon of the facred Fundlion 
of the Criminal ; by which the mod unexampled and dan- 
gerous Ditiindion was introduced ; and which Proceeding 
could bear no other Confb-ufUon, than as a Licenfe and 
Protedion, even f^om the Government, to Men in holy 
Orders, to propagate that deftrudlivcPofition with Impunity ; 
and the Charafter of the Perfon, which ought in-JufUce to 
have aggravated his Guilt, and heightened the Punifhment, 
became his Indemnity againft the Reproach of it, even by 
the Authority of the Government it felf. He remembered 
in what Manner every Thing of that Nature was treated in 
Weftminfter-Hall ; what Severities were exercis'd againft 
thofe Perfons who had Courage enough to affert the Intereit 
of their Country, and of the Proteltant Succeflion, at the 
fame Time that tjie Patrons of hereditary Right enjoy 'd all 
Indulgences : That he mention'd thefe Things on no Un- 
certainties, having been an Eye-Witnefs of them hirofelf, 
and it having fallen to his Share to bear fome Part in them : 
That this was one of the moft fuccefsful Parts of the 
Scheme of thofe who had fix'd their Eyes on the Pretender ; 
That the Houfe need not be told how far it had operated 
to the Prejudice of the Proteftant Succeflion. That he could 
give many other Inftapces of this Kind ; all which promoted 
the fame End. The grofs Diftinftions that were coinM to 
elude the Oaths, that had been made for the Security of the 
Government ; the Endeavours that were us'd to pofTefs the 
People with falfe Fears of the Danger of the Church ; and 
the little Care that was taken, to fay no worfe of it, to 
inilil into the Youth of the Kingdom, fuch Principles as 
were confiftent with the true Intereft either of Church or 
State. That he look'd upon thefe Things which he had 
mentioned, to be the Foundation of the Scheme that was 
now, by this Rebellion, carrying on into Execution ; and 
he ownM, that in this Refped, the Authors of it were wife 
in their Generation i for by thefe Arts, the very Principle 
on which the Proteftant Succeflion is founded, was fhaken i 
and tho' the Methods of doing it, werebafe and vile, yet 
the Diflatisfa6lion and Uneaflnefs that was created by them 
in the Minds of the People, made Way for the Change that 
was defir'd, That he crav'd Leave of the Houfe^ to pUj; 
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them in Mind of other Parts of this Scheme, that was car- 
rying on at the fame . Time. The Enemies to the prefent 
Government judging aright for their own Purpofe, by all 
Methods to attack the Confciences of the People, as to the 
Legality and Juftice of the Settlement of the Crown in the 
Houfe of Hanover, they thought it neceflary, at the fame 
Time, to difable, as far as they could, thofe Perfons who 
had been moft remarkable for their Services in the Support 
of it. That the great Effort was made at that Great Man, 
[/A/ Duke of MarUorough] who is not only the Honour and 
Ornament of his Country, but the Glory of the Age he 
lives in. He added, he thought he fhould not be fufpeded 
of Flattery at this Time, nor, as he believ'd, at any Time, 
with Refped to that Great Man. That many who then 
heard him, remember'd the Part he took in Vindication of 
that Great Man, whilfl his Character was under Debate in 
this Houfe. That he could not forget the Rage and Inve- 
teracy with which he was purfu'd ; nor how much Strefs 
was laid upon obtaining the Cenfures of Parb'ament upon 
him : That the Afperfions then thrown upon him, did not 
hurt that Great Man ; and whatever Endeavours may at any 
Time be us'd to lefTen him, will hurt none but thoie that 
fhall promote them ; but yet thofe vain Endeavours were a 
very ufeful Part of the Scheme then carrying on. 'Twas a 
neceifary Step for thofe Men to put him out of die Way, 
whofe very Name and Appearance, at that Time, would 
have been fufficient to raife Armies in Favour of the Pro- 
teilant SucceiFion, and th^ Liberties of his Country : But he 
could not but obferve, that as ferviceable as it was for the 
Meafures of thofe Men to wound his Character, 'twas now a 
Reproach to the Kingdom, that thofe groundlefs Afperfions, 
which had been call upon him, fhould remain upon the 
Journals of Parliament. That another Great Lord, \^tbe 
Lord Ft/count To-wnJhend'\ fell under the Violence -of thofe 
Times,- whofe Profecution was attended with uncommon 
Fury. That himfelf had fome Share in juflifying that 
Great Man in this Houfe, when he was voted an Enemy 
to his Country. That he obferv'd at that Time, and the 
Event has made it evident, that the Barrier was but the 
Pretence, and the great Ser\'ices he had done to the Protc- 
flant Succeflion, was the true Provocation which drew that 
Rage upon him. That two other honourable Gentlemen, 
[Gen, Stanhope and Mr R. Walpoie then fitting near Jhim,1 had 
felt the Severity of thofe Times ; they had diflin|uifh'd 
themfelves by their Zeal and Firmnefs to the true Intereffc 
of their Country, and were too confiderable to efcape the 
Malice of thofe who had other Views. That thofe Pro- 
c«edings, how uncertain fgever tke Defign of them might 
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Anno »• <5«o.i. appear while they were tranfafting, have been fufficicntly 
yj/i^^^"^^ explained by what has followed. That the Name of that 
General, for whofe immediate Service the Great Man firft 
mentioned, was blemifh'd, and for whom there was Vanity 
enough to make him his Rival, is "now become the Re- 
proach of his Family and Country : He avows the Service 
of the Pretender, and e'er long we may hear of him at the 
Head of an Expedition for ellablifhing Popery and arbitrary 
Power. That the Secretary of State, who diftinguifh'd 
himfelf in the Purfuit of the other Great Lord, has fuffi- 
ciently explained his Defigns to the whole World ; and the 
next Tidipgs that we may expedl from abroad, is, that he 
has taken upon him the Charader of a Minifter to the Pre- 
tender. That he look'd upon the difabling the great A f- 
ferters of the Proteftant Intereft, to be a fecond, and no 
fmall Part of the Scheme 5 and while thefe Things were 
carrying on, their little Engines and Tools were carrying on 
their Work in Weftminfter-Hall. That every Man who 
favoured the Hanover Succeflion, was to be worry'd, and 
all open and fcandalous AfTerters of contrary Principles, 
were treated with all the Care and Tendernefs of Friends. 
Charters of Corporations were attacked in a more unpre- 
cedented and dangerous Manner, than in formfer Times, 
when Pradlices of that Kind were moft juftly complain 'd of, 
and no Stone was left unturn'd to ftrengthen themfelves in 
that Refpea. That he would not then trouble the Houfe 
any more upon that Head, having fome Thoughts, e'er 
long, to prefent them with a fmall Colledlion of Things of 
that Kind, for their ferious Confideration. That the Maf^ 
ter-Strokcs of this grand Scheme, were yet behind : That 
the fureft Way to deftroy the (Government, has been always 
thought to be by its own Hands, that is, by the Authority 
and Power of Parliament, For this Purpofe, a Confederacy, 
, by which the Liberties of Europe had been fo long fuftain'd 

againft the Power of France, was broke to Pieces by Votes 
that were oLtain'd in this Houfe in the moft extraordinary 
Manner. That the Honour of the Nation, the Balance of 
Power, and the Proteftant Intereft in Europe, were effec- 
tually given up in the Negociations and Conclufion of the 
Peace, by which France was reftor'd to its ancient and for- 
midable btate 5 and every Body remember'd how near they 
were, by the fame Influences, to have given up the whole 
Trad^ of the Nation, to the Intereft of the French King^ . 
who, after that, had no fuitable Return left for him to makt - 
fi)r fuch Services, but to beftow upon them a Pretender, 
bred up in his own Faith, and in his own Politicks. That 
nothing could have obftruded this, but the many miraculous 
prariilonefs that imm^^fttely f(j^il9\y'd| when hia Power 
^ throughout 
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throughout Europe was unconteftable ; and, hy the Meafures Anno*. Ge«.L 
that had been taken, the Proteftant Succ^ffion had fcarce a v^^Ji5[/i- 
Friend left in the World. That the King's AccelTion to the 
Throne, accompany^d by fo many providential Circumftan- 
ces, as it difappointed the immediate Execution of the 
Scheme, fo it quieted the Spirit of thofe Men for fome 
Time. That if the Houfe would make a right Judgment 
of the prefent Rebellion, they mull compare the Steps that 
immediately preceded it, with thofe that were taken in the 
laft Reign, when the Hope was to have brought about the 
fame End without a Stroke ; That the fame Endeavours 
•foon appeared to propagate the fame Principles, both in 
Church and State ; and thofe Endeavours, tho' at firft not 
fo open, were yet as reftlefs to create Dfffatisfadlion againlt 
his Majefty's Government, as they had been before to pre- 
vent its taking Place. As the Encouragement grew flronger. 
Tumults and Riots were univerfally fomented ; and 'twas 
well known from what Quarter they rofe, and againft whom 
they were levelled ; but yet no one Inftance has been aflign'd, 
throughout his Adminiftration, that could offend or provoke 
any but a Jacobite Spirit. That his Majefty has done 
more for the Honour of the Church, and the true Interelt 
of his Kingdom, than any of his Predeceflbrs, in three 
Times Ae Number of Years : That his Perfonal Virtues, 
and the Wifdom and Steadinefs of his Government, have 
retrieved the Honour and Reputation of his Kingdoms, 
which had been fo fhamefully loft : That his Weight and 
Influence Abroad, and the Credit he has obtained in all the 
known Parts of the World, have already pritur'd the Set- 
tlement of the Matters in Difference bet^veen the two 
chief Powers of Europe, from whom alone we can expe£t 
Affiftance in Times of Danger. That no fingle Inftancc 
can be affign'd of Hard (hip or Oppreflion to any one of his 
Subjects, or that can give a juft Rcafon ofDiffatisfadion ; but 
on the contrary, thofe who have fhewn the greateft Averfion^ 
to his Government, have received the kindeft Invitations, 
and enjoyed the higheft Indulgences from him. That if any 
Errors may have been committed in any Parts of the Adrai^ 
niftration, during the prefent Diforders, every honell Man 
ought to judge of them by this one Rule, that is, the plain. 
Deiign for which all Meafures are calculated, which every 
Body muft admit to be the Prefervation of the Proteftant 
SuGceflion : That all Incidents of fucfi an Adminiftration, 
ought to be covered or juftify^d by the Intereft that fhall ap- 
pear to be carry'd on throughout the whole : That by the 
fame Rule bf Juftice, when the Deftrudlion of the Common 
Intereft was the plain Intention of the late Adminiftration, 
the greateft Weight ought to be laid on every little Circum- 

ftancc 



. ( $6 y 

^AJjnjfcgeoi. ftancc that attended, in order to obtain a pnblickSatisfaftion* 
»7is-x _ That by taking in all thefc Confiderations, he thought the 
Houfe would make a full and right Judgment of the Nature 
of this Rebellion ; frobi whence it took ity Rife, how deep 
it had taken Root, to what Influences it was owing, and how 
far it extended ; That the Part the Lord Derwentwater and 
others, had taken in it, were to be confider'd as the firft 
Symptoms of that general Diforder, for which fo much Foun- 
dation was laid ; for which Reafon, he thought that the 
Houfe could not confider this otherwife, than as the Caufe of 
the Nation, in the ftrongeft Manner. That in Juflice to the^ 
King, as well as to the People, they ought to take this into 
their own Hands, and not to entruft the Profecution of it 
with any Body but themfelves. That every Body knew to 
what Hazards Profecutions in the ordinary Courfe of Jullice, 
were liable, tho' they were never fo well concerted by thofe 
whofe Bufmefs it was to carry them on : But how fure fbever 
this Succefs might be, in a Cafe fo notorious as this, yet it 
was obvious to every Body, of what diiTereat Weight and 
Influence the Profecutions of Parliament were, from thofe in 
the ordinary Forms. That he own'd he was furpriz'd that 
any Meafures had been taken of that Kind, again ft the Peers 
who had been taken in open Rebellion, a ParliMnent fit- 
ting, which had fhew'd fo much ZeaJ, and had cOTitributed 
fo much to the Prefervation of the Government, efpecially at 
a Time when the Crown on the King's Head was fighting 
for. That he very well knew, that tho' the Houfe of 
Commons Right of Impeaching Criminals was unlimited, 
yet they wouKl exercife that Power by the Rules of Wifdom 
and Difcretion, and not engage in trivial Matters, but in 
fuch only, where the OiFenders were not within the Reach of 
the ordinary Juftice, or the Nature of their Crimes fuch as 
were not fy. to be meddled with by the ordinary Jurifdidions. 
That the Cafe of the Lords taken in Rebellion, was indeed 
notorious, and of which the Proof would be eafy ; but tho' 
not from the Difficulty of the Profecution, yet from the 
Weight and Confequence of it, he thought he need fay little 
more to convince the Houfe,to make it their own Profecution, 
' by which they engaged every Commoner in Great Britain, as 
an immediate Party againft thofe who had carry'd a War 
into the Bowels of the Kingdom. That no Inftance ever 
had rifen in the Englifh Hiftory, where their Anceftors had 
permitted a Profecution of this Kind, againft the chief Ac- 
tors, to be carry'd any where but in full Parlianient. That 
the five Popifh Lords were purfu'd by the loud Voice and 
Weight of the Commons of England ; and tho' at that Time 
the Nation was in Peace, they would not permit the Fate of 
thofe Profecutions to depend on the Care or Sjall of thofe 

who 
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who are vers'd In die ordinaiy Forms of Juftice i and their Annoi.Oeo. r* 

Succefs was anfwerable. That he own'd his Oeiire^ upon all sJ?SyJ%^ 

Occafions, to raife the Honour and Authority of Parliaments^ . /^ - ' 

which he thought the greateft Support of the Honour and 

the Prerogatives of the Crown ; for which Reafon, he took 

this Occafion to fpeak more fidly to the Nature of Impeach* 

ments, and the rather, becaufe he apprehended fome Gentle-* 

men had millaken Notions concerning them : That the Power 

of Impeachments was the moft valuable and ufeful Privilege 

that belonged to the Body of the Conmions, at lead equal to 

that of giving Money, which belongs folely to them. 

That Gentlemen need not be apprehenfive of any Intricacies 

in thofe Proceedings, elpecially at a Time, and upon an 

Occafion, when there was no Doubt of the Concurrence of 

both Houfes. That the Impeachments were in themfelves 

more plain, regular, and difentangled, than any other Forms 

of Jultice. That they were particularly excepted out of the 

late Statute of Treafons, which had very much fetter'd the 

ordinary Courfe of Proceedings. That Impeachments were 

never made difficult, but when they were carried on againft 

the Inclination of the Crown, or at a Time when there was 

no good Underflanding between the two Houfes ; when little 

Occafions might be fought to raife Difputes, and interrupt 

them ; or elle" when they, are undertaken, before they are 

well confider'd ; which could not be the prefent Cafe. That 

there was another Reafon, which upon this Occafion ihould 

determine Gentlemen into this Method; which was the 

Confequence of the Judgment that fliould be obtained againft 

thofe Lords ; He afferted it as his clear Opinion, and which 

he thought he could maintain, *That no Pardon under the 

Great Seal could difcharge a Judgment obtained upon the 

Impeachment of the Commons : ' That this Opinion had been 

ilrenuoufly afierted in this Houfe in former Reigns ; and he 

thought it not weakened by the Declaration in the A£l of 

Settlement of the Crown upon the Houfe of Hanover. That 

he had heard of a very new DiiHndUon that had been coin'd 

without Doors, to avoid this Opinion, viz. * That the Par-* 

• don was not pleadable in Bar of the Impeachment, and to 

• prevent the Commons from examining into the Offence ; 

• but that it was pleadable after Judgment, and in Bar of 

• Execution.' That whenever that Queftion (hould come 
properly before them, he undertook to mew the Idlenefs and 
Ablurdity of that Diftinftion ; That if that Diftinftion was 
framed to make Court to the Prerogative, he rhought it 
the moft falfe and deftruftive Piece of Flattery of the Kind, 
that ever had been rais'd. That it was the greateft Eafe, Se- 
curity, and Support of the Crown, in his Opinion, inftead 
of any Diminution of it, that no fuch Power ihould be 

Vol.. L H lod£^4 
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tixm%.G9oX Thebmt Day the Commons refolv'd that Thomas For* 
yjji^\/^^^ fter, Eiq; Member for Northumberland, having been taken in 
open Rebellion, bearing Arqis aeainft his Majefty. be ex- 
J£K'*'^'''pS'<ltheHoufe. * 6 1 y. 

January, 1 1 . The Commons prefented the following Ad- 
drefs to the King. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 
The Commons Ad- * T X 7E your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjc^, t!he 
4rcf, 10 *c King. , y y Commons of Great Britain in Parliament afTemblcd, 

* return your Majefty our unfeigned, Thanks for your moft 

* gracious Speech from the Throne. 

* We beg Leave moft heartily to congratulate your Maje- 

* fty upon the Succefs that has attended your Arms ; and it 

* is with the greateft Satisfadion we obferve, that the Offi- 

* cers and Soldiers of the Army have, by a brave and &ith- 

* ful Difcharge of their Duty, deferv'd your Majefty's Ap- 

* probation ; and that the juft and neceflary Meafures taken. 
^ for ftrengthening your Majefty's Hands, have had- Co good 

* an EfFeft, in preventing Infurredions in feveral Parts of the 

* Kingdom. 

* The wife and feafonable Provifion which your Majefty 

* has made, both at Home and from Abroad, for the Safety 
' of the Nation ; your Goodnefs in giving all fuch Eftates as 

* fliall be forfeited by this Rebellion, in Eafe of your People ; 

* and the tender Regard and Concern which you have been 

* pleas'd to exprefs for their Sufferings, call for all the Re- 

* turns of Duty, Zeal, and AfFeftion, which faithful arid 

* loyal Subjefts can owe or pay to the beft of Kings. 

* This Rebellion, (for which not the leaft Colour of Pro- 

* vocation tas been given) as it ought very juftly to be the 
^ Obje6l of your Majefty's Contempt, fo it raifes in your 

* truly loyal Commons the higheft Refentment and Indigna-^ 

* tion againft thofe ungrateful defperate Rebels, whofe per- 

* nicious Principles, private Difcontents and Difappoint- 

* ments, have engag'd them to involve their Country in 

* Blood and Confufioi^. 

* We look with Pity upon thofe unhappy deluded People, 

* who by falfe Pretences, and malicious Infinuations, have 

* been betray'd into their own Deftrudlion ; but we deteft^ 

* and will do our utmoft to confound the Devices of thofe, 

* who, profeifing an unlimited Obedience, have ftirr'd up a Re- 

* bellion againft your Majefty, and, under the Difguife of the 

* Danger of the Church, are endeavouring to introduce Po-i" 

* pcry : And when we refleft, that nothing lefs than our 

* holy Religion, your Majefty's Crown, and the Liberties of 
. • our Country, are concerned in the Event of this wicked 

• Under* 



( 6i ) 
Undertaking, We cannot but with Ailpnifliment obfervc flic Anno %. cco. l 
Indifference of fome in this great and important Jun6hire. ^^Zi2^ 
,* But your faithful Commons^ with Hearts full of a due ^ 
Senfe of the invaluable Bleflings which they enjoy under 
your Majefty's moft aufpicious Government, oft'er their/ 
Lives and Fortunes in Defence of your undoubted Title to 
the Crown, in Support of the Proteftant Religion, and m 
Maintenance of the Liberty and Property of the Subject ; 
which, as they were wonderfully preferv'd to us by your 
Majefty's Jiappy Acceflion to the Throne, can only be fe- 
cur'd to Pofterity by the Eye of Heaven watching over and 
guarding your facred Perfon and your Royal Family. 

* And that this Nation may long continue to be a Prote- 
ftant and a Free People, your moft dutiful and loyal Com- 
mons do moft readily promife to grant fuch early and ef- 
fedbial Supplies, as may enable your Majefty to put an End 
to this unnatural Rebellion, to confound and extinguifh for 
ever all Hopes of the Pretender, his open and fecret Abet- 
tors, and fecure the future Peace and Tranquility of your 
Kingdoms ; being well afiur'd, that your good People will 
think no Burthen grievous, that is neceflary for the Prefer^ 
vation of all that is dear and valuable to them. 

* But your Majefty's Care and Concern for the publicfc 
Welfare has not been confined to your own Kingdoms ; 
and however your Enemies might flatter themfelves, that 
thefe inteftine Commotions would lefFen the Influence of 
Great Britain in foreign Parts, your Commons with Ad- 
miration fee, and with Gratitude acknowledge, the EfFeft 
of your Wifdom, which has been able to furmount thefe 
Difiiculties, in feWing the Barrier-Treaty for the Nether- 
lands, between the Emperor and the States-General, under 
your Majefty's Guaranty ; in having made fo .great a Pro- 
grefs towards renewing all former Alliances between Great- 
Britain and the States^General ; and particularly in deliver- 
ing that valuable Branch of our Commerce with Spain, 
from thofe grievous Impofitions and Hardfhips to which it 
was fubjedled by the Treachery of the late Male- Admini- 
ftration. 

' And as the fame fatal and pernicious Counfels have 
been the Caufe and Source of all the Mifchiefs and Cala- 
mities that muft attend this unnatural Rebellion ; and as 
your faithful Commons, defirous to teftify their Zeal and 
Duty to your Majefty, and their Abhorrence of this trea- 
fonable Enterprize, have already exerted themfelves in en- 
deavouring to bring to fpeedy and exemplary Juftice, the 
open and declar'd Inftruments of this Rebellion, they think 
themfelves oblig'd, in Juftice to their injur'd Country, to 
continue in the moft vigorous and impartial manier, to 

* pr<> 
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Anno ft. Ge(K L ' profecute the Authors of thofe evil and deftrudive Conniels^' 
^JTjJ^^;,,^. * which have drawn down thefe Miferiea upon the Nation, 

To which his Majefty was pleas'd to make this Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
The icii«»s Anfwer. " T Return you my hearty Thanks for the kind and warm 
** X Affurances of Loyalty contained in this Addrefs ; from 
** which I promife my felf the moft happy Confequences, 
«* fince nothing can fo efFeftually reftore the Peace and Tran- 
" quility of the Kingdom, as the conmiendable Zeal you 
» ** have exprefs'd upon this Occafion. 

January 21. The King went to the Houfe of Peers, and 
gave the Royal Affent to a Bill intitled. An A3 for continu- 
ing an A3 to imfovjer his Majefty to fecure and detain fuch 
Perfons as his Majefty Jhall fufpecl are confpirixg againft bis 
Perfon and Government, fsff . 
Debate concerning '^^^s Bill had been ftreuuoufly oppos'd : Mr Shippen made 
jbS fo"&''SiS* ^ Speech againil it, in which he infilled, * That it invaded the 
the SaUmC^pu moft Valuable Right of Englifh Subje^, encouraged malici- 
^^' ous Informations, and gave a Handle to thofe in Power to 

Mi shippca. opprcfs innocent Perfons ; he therefore mov'd to have a 
Claufe inferted in it, to prevent illegal Imprifonments, and 
for the better fecuring the Liberty of the Subjeft, in Cafes 
not within the Purport of the faid Adl.' He was anfwcr'd 
Ceneraistaahopc. ^7 Otn, Stanhope, who endeavour'd to Ihew the Neccflity of 
fuch an Aft, at a Time of open Rebellion ; and appeal'd to 
the whole Houfe, whether the King or his Miniftcrs had 
made an ill or a wanton Ufe of the Power with which the 
Parliament had thought fit to intruft his Majelly.' And the 
QuefUon being put upon Mr Shippen' s Motion, it pais'd in 
the Negative. 

The King having given the Royal AiTent to the (aid Bill, 
the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefly's Command, read the 
following Speech to both Houfes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

hiilfp^o'u^PrT ** T ^^^ Reafon to believe, when I fpoke laft to you, that 

cjnder'^hwdi^l " JL the Prctcndcr was landed in Scotland ; the Accounts I 

Sco^Su"^*" ^ '* have received fince do put it beyond all Doubt, that he 

" is heading the Rebellion there, and does affume the Stile 

" and Title of King of thefe Realms ; his Adherents do likc- 

" wife confidently affirm, that Affurances are given them 

** of Support from Abroad. This Parliament hath, on all 

*• Occafions, exprefs'd fo much Duty to me, and fo true % 

" Regard for the religious and civil Rights of my People^ 

1* l^ai I am perfwadcd thi« daring Prefumption of our Ene- 

•* mies 
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^ mies will heighten your juft Indignation againft them, and 
*' beget fuch farther Refolutions as, with thefilefltng of God, 
** win enable me to defeat their Attempts. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
«* The moft efFedlual Way to put a fpeedy End to thefe 
** Troubles, will be to make fuch a Provifion as may dif- 
** courage any Foreign Power from affiiUng the Rebels j I 
** ido therefore hope, that every fincere Proteftant and true 
** Briton will look upon the extraordinary Expence which a 
•* timely Preparation may require, to be the beft Husbandry, 
** fince it will, in all human Probability, prevent that Defo- 
** lation and thofe Calamities, which would unavoidably 
<* enfue, if the Rebellion ihould be fuiFer'd to fpread, and 
** be fupported by Popifli Forces from Abroad. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, • 

** The World muft be convinced, by all you have already 
** done, that you have nothing but the Honour and Intereft 
** of your Country at Heart ; and for my own Part, I rely 
** entirely upon you, and doubt not but you will take fuch 
** kefolutions, at this Jun£lure, as will be moft for the prc- 
** lent Safety, and future Eafe of my People. 

January 24. The Commons prefented an Addrefs to the 
King, as follows: 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
' TX/E your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjects, T^^^J^^^JJ^ 

* V V the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- ~ '*^ " 

* fembled, do, with all Humility, return our unfeigned 

* Thanks for your Majefty's moft gracious Speech from the 

* Throne, and for your great Goodnefs in communicating to 

* us thofe important Advices which fo highly concern the 

* immediate Safety of your Kingdoms. 

• We can never fufficiently exprefs our grateful Senfe of 

* your Majefty's conftant Care and Tendernefs for your Peo- 

* pie, on every Occafion, fmce your Acceffion to the Throne 

* of your Anceftors ; but 'tis with the utmoft SatisfaAion of 

* Heart, that we now experience the happy EfFeds of that 

* juft Confidence which your loyal and afFedUonate Commons 

* have already repos'd in your great Wifdom, for making 

* fuch Augmentation of Troops as your Majefty fliould find 

* neceflary for our common Safety : And tho' the Growth 

* of the Rebellion has already neceflitated an Increafe of For- 

* ces, yet we muft ever acknowledge your wife and tender 

* Concern for your People, in having made Provifion for our 

* Defence in fuch a Manner, at this Time of common Dan- 
' ger, as muft convince tlie World, that it is with the utmoft 
\ &clu6lancy to your Majefty, that any farther Burthens are 

* brought 



( 64 ) 
' brought on yoar Subjefls i and that yopr Majefty has 

* nothing at Heart, but the Security and Wcl&rc of your 
' People. 

* Your dutiful Commons do likewife acknowledge, with 

* the highefl Gratitude to your Majefty, that by the prudent 

* Difpofition of your Forces, not only the Defigns of our 

* Enemies to have rais'd Infurrefiions in many Parts of the 

* Kingdom have been entirely fruftrated, and the Peace and 

* Tranquility of thefe Nations thereby, in a great Meafurc, 

* preferv'd ; but to that, we owe, under God, thofe (ignal Suc- 

* cefles which have check'd the Progrefs of the Rebellion, 

* and which have given us, your faithful Comnions, fo ear- 

* ly and jnft an Occaiion to exert our felves in the moft vigor- 

* ous and elFedual Manner, for bringing fome of the chief 

* Adors to condign Punifhment. We are aftonifli'd at the 

* daring Prefumption of the Pretender and his Adherents ; 

* and do moft fmcerely and heartily afTure your Majefty, that 

* our Indignation is hereby heightened againft them ; and that 

* we cannot fo far forget our Duty and AfFeftion to your 

* Majefty, and our Concern for our Religion and Liberties^ 

* as not to take, at this critial Jundlure, fuch farther Refolu- 

* tions, as will enable your Majefty, with the Blefting of God, 

* to defeat their Defigns. Your faithful Commons being 

* therefore firmly and unalterably refolv'd to (pare no Ex- 

* pence, and to decline no Hazard fcr the Support of your 

* Majeity's Title and Government, whereon all that is dear 

* and valuable to us and our Pofterities, under God, entirely 

* depends ; and being moft eameftly defirous to give all ima- 

* ginable Proofs of our conftant and unlhakenZeal and Affec- 

* tion for your facred Perfon, and being throughly convincM 

* that we cannot more efFeftually confult our own Security, 

* than by teftifying our entire Confidence in your Majefty *s 

* known Juftice, Wifdom, and Goodnefs, do moft humbly 

* befeech your Majefty, that you will be graciouily pleafed 

* to give Diredlions, from Time to Time, for fuch farther 

* Augmentation of Troops as the Exigency of Affeirs fhall 

* render neceflary. 

* And we farther affure your Majefty, that we will grant 
' fuch Supplies as ftiall be fufticient, not only to maintain 

* fuch additional Forces, and to defeat all Attempts of your 

* Enemies, both at Home and Abroad, and to prevent 
*• thofe Calamities which muft enfue, if this unnatural Re* 
' bcUion be fufFer'd to fpread ; but alfo to enable your 

* Majefty, with the Blefling of God, eflredlually to Ihcw 

* your Refentment againft any foreign Power, that fludl pre- 

* fume direaiy or indireftly, to al^t or fupport the Prctcn- 

* der or his Adherents, * - 

To 
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To this Addrcfi, the King anfwer'd, Aiuioi.Geo.i; 

Gentlemen, Lx^TSiJ 

«* T Thank you heartily for this Addrefs. If any Thing ruKiDg^$j^. 
** X could add to the good Opinion this Houfe of Com- 
** mons deferves from me, it would be the Zeal and Unani- 
'* mity you have (hewn upon this Occafion. You may de- 
** pend upon my continuing always, as I have hitherto done, 
** to make Ufe of the Confidence and Powers you put in me, 
** only for reftoring and fccuring the Peace and Quiet of 
** my teople. 

The Particulars of the Trials, Condenmation, &c. of the 
impeached Lords before the Houfe of Peers, being related at 
large in the fixth Volume of STJTE TRIALS i and the 
uiferdiig of them here being alfo foreign to our Defign, 
whidi 16 only to mention fudi Proceedings as were the Sub- 
j«a of fome SPEECHES or DEBATES in the Houfe of 
Commont, We think it proper to omit the fame. 

Febmaty i^. The King went to the Houfe of Peers, and 
gave the Royal AfTent to fuch Bills as were ready. 

After which, the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty's Com- 
mand, read the following Speech to both Houfes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" TTake this Opportunity of acquainting you, tliat my feing** speech re. 
« 1 Forces have obliged the Pretender to fly out of Scot- telSfriVii|h?S;t 
** land ; and he is fince, as I am informed, landed near Gra- o^^scotund. 
*' velines, but I don't yet know, whether any Country in 
" Amity with us, will give him ProtedUon, after having 
** fo publickly invaded our Kingdom. 

" The Dangers to which the Nation was expos'd, made 
*• me determine, that neither the extraordinary Rigour of 
" the Seafon, nor any fallacious Propofal of the Rebels, 
** fhould divert me from ding all poflible Endeavours to- 
*^ wards putting a fpeedy and efFedual End to this unnatural 
«' Rebellion. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

** I muft return you my Thanks for the great Progrefi 
•* you have made in the Supplies. The neceflary Difpofitions 
** are made for raiiing additional Forces : But as I fhall al- 
♦* ways confult the Eafe of my People, as feir as it is con- 
** fiftent with their own Security, fo I ihall not make ufe of 
** the Confidence you have placed in me, unlefs the reiUefs 
'* Malice of our Enemies fhould make it neceflary to go on 
'* with thofe Levies. 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

** I promife my felf, from the Zeal and Wifdom of this 

« Parliament, that th^ future Happin^fs and Trancjuility of 

Vol. I, ' i ' « my 
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i7if.i6. " ^7 Subjefts, will be cftablifli'd on a folid Foundation j 
^^*»S^%^ «« and fuch Meafures taken> as may deprive oar Enemies at 
<* Home of the Power, fmce that alone can dqprive them of 
** the Inclination, again to attempt the Diftorbuioe of my 
f« Government. This, therefore, is what I think my fdf 
<* obliged to recommend to you, as a Deliberation of the 
<' utmoft Importance to the future Safety, Eafe, and Pro^- 
** rity of my People. 

Fibruary 20. The Houfe prefented the following Addrefi 
to the King. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 
TheCommoM ' W7 ^^^^ Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subje&, 
Addrefi. « y V the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- 

* fembled, do, with Hearts full of Gratitude, return your 
' Majefty our unfeigned Thanks for your mofl gradoot 
<' Speech from the Throne i and do bc^ Leave moil hear- 
' tily to coqgratulate with your Majefty, upon the So^cefi 

* with which it has pleafed Almighty God fo far to bleis 

* your Arms, as to force the Pretender out of your Ma- 

* jcfty's Dominions. 

' We are willing to hope, that no Prince or State in 

* Amity with your Majefty, will give Refuge, Countenance, 
. ' or Protediion to a Perfon, who in fo notorious a Mannery 

' has difturVd the Peace of your Kingdoms ; but the Dan* 

* gers to which your Majefty's facred Perfon and Govern- 
' ment, the Religion, Laws, and Liberties of our Country, 

* have been once exposed by this vile Attempt, would leave' 
^ your Commons without Excufe to thofe they reprcfent, if 

* they fhould fee, with Patience, the Nation e^cpos'd to the 

* like Hazard for the future, by the Pretender to your 

* Majefty's Crown being flielter'd in your Neighbourhood : 

* We do therefore make it our humble Requeft to your 

* Majefty, that you will ufe the moft eameft and preffin^ 

* Infbinces with all Princes and States in Amity with jwur 

* Majefty, that he may not be harboured in their Territo* 

* ries ; and we beg Leave to give your Majefty the ftrong* 

* eft AfTurances that we will, to the utmoft of our Powern 

* contribute whatever ftiall, by your Majefty, be jndg'd ne- 

* ccflary to render thofc Inftances efFeftual. 

* The tender Regard which your Majefty exprefles fcf 

* the Eafe of your People, in declining to put die Natkui 
< to any farther Expence at prefent for additional Forces, 
' does, if poftible, heighten that Confidence which we fo 

* juftly had repos*d in you : But we befeech your Majefty, 

* that in fettling the Proportion of Forces to be maintained 
' this Year by Sea and Land, your Majefty will have inch 
^ a Regard to the Difpofttion and Preparauons of our Ndg^- ' 
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* boars, from Time to Time, as to provide efFedually for ^*:S^^ 

* the Security of your Kingdoms againft any Power that S^J^^y/^^t^ 
^ ihall prefume to countenance or abet the Pretender. Your 

' Commons cannot fuSciently exprefs the juft Senfe they 

* have of your Majefty's confummate Wifdom and firm 
' Refcdution not to be diverted or amus'd by any Difficul- 

* ties of the Seafon, or any fpecious Artifices, from pur- 
' fuing the Rebels in Scotland to their feveral Retreats, 
' iince that Method alone could reftore and fecure, widi 

* Honour, Peace and Tranquility to that Part of your 
' Dominions. 

* 'Tis with the utmoft Concern we obferve, that the 
' Malice and Inveteracy of our Enemies at Home, is fa 

* great, that they want not the Inclination to diilurb your 
' Majefty's Government ; but your faithful Commons, in 

* £>uty to your Majeily, and liovq for their Country, will 

* endeavour to deprive them of the Power, by taking fuch 
' prudent and necefiary Meafures, as may mofi: efFeSually 

* fecure the future Safety, Eafe, and Profperity of your 

* People.' 

To which his Majefly was pleas'd to return the following 
Aniwer. 
Gentlemen, 
** T Thank you for thi? dutiful and affectionate Addrefs, Kng'jAnfiwft 
** A I will endeavour, by all proper Means, to prevent the 
** Pretender's being fuffer'd to give perpetual Je^oufies, by 
*^ continuing in our Neighbourhood ; and will, if the Ad- 
" vices I mil receive from Abroad do render it necefiSuy, 
" not lofe any Time in making fuch an Augmentation of 
*^ Forces W $ea and Land, as may, with the filefimg of 
•* God, efie^ually anfwer your Wiflies to fee the Naticm 
'* fec^r'd from any foreign or intefUne Attempt whatfoever." 

February 21. Several Petitions were delivered to the Houfe The comffloiu«<». 
Of Commons in Behalf of the Earl of Derwentwater, Loid l^S^ppuSu'n'ifrt 
Widdrington, Earl of Nithiidale, Earl of Camwath, Loid Sr«i"p<Sh°i''^ 
Vifcount Kenmure, and Lord Nairn, after Sentence of Lords. 
Death had been paft on them ; neverthelefs, though many 
Members were inclined to Mercy, yet, ,upon a Motion made 
by thofe of the contrary Opinion, who were for having the 
Law executed in its full Rigour, and therefore were defirous 
to be rid of any farther Importunities on this Account, the 
Queftion was put, that the Houfe fhould adjourn to the firfl: 
oTMarch, which was carry'd in the Affirmative, by a Ma- 
jority of feven Voices only. 

March I. The Parliament met, according to their Ad- 
. oummcat : The next Day Mr Lechmere made a Speech on 
I z the 
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Aiuio^. om.1. the Male-admmiftratioa of the Minifliy during the laft Veart 
S^Jr^^*^^ of the late Queen, particularly with Relation to the Hard- 
fhips then put on the DKTenters, who^ he added, were firm 
Friends to the Protellant Succedion ; and the vifible Conni- 
vance and Favour fhewn to the Roman CathoHcks, the open 
and declared Enemies of it and of the Illuftrious Honfe of 
Hanover ; and concluded with a Motion for bringing in A 
|£uS5^?BiU BiU to ftrengthen the FrottRant Intereft in Great Britain^ by 
fe^SKteiSt '^"'^ '^^ ^^'W' ^•^ '« ^""^ againft Papifts. He was fe- 
conded by the Lord Coningsby ; and no Member oppofing 
the Motion, the Bill was ordered to be brought in accord^ 
ingly. 

Nothing farther occur'd in the Houfe of Commons, which 

^ve Occaiion to any Speeches or Debates 'till the 19th of 

April, except their Proceedings at the Bar of the Houfe of 

Lords againft the Earl of Wintoun,one of the feven impeached 

Lords, the Particulars of which are to be found at large in 

the STATE TRIALS, Vol. 6, 

The Urds havhiK April \^, The Lords having fent Mr Juftice Tracy and 

^i^i^cVn'ei^Mr Juftice Dormer to acquaint the Commons, that they had 

nhi A fend it to pafs'd a Bill intituled. An AS fir eniarging the Time ofCottti«. 

the Commons for* y.»»f. .»? A, *.f^T 

their Concurrence, nuance of FarltatnentSy appointed oy an Aa made tn toe 6/9 
Debate thereon. ^^'* tfKtng William and ^aeen Mary, to which they defir*d 
LordGucrnfcy. their Concurrence : The Lord Gucmfcy immediately mov'd^ 
to rejedi the Bill, without reading it : But becaufe diat would 
have been an unprecedented Method of Proceeding, the Houie 
; X would not agree to it, but read the Bill the firftTime, and 

the Queftion being put, that it be read a fecond Time, there 
arofe a Debate that lafted about two Hours. The mod re- 
markable Objedlion that was then urg'd againil the Bill, was^ 
* That it was an Impoiition of the Lords, to take upon them 
to diredl the Commons in a Matter which concerned thexn 
only, as Guardians of the Rights and Liberties of the Peo- 
ple.' But to this it was anfwer'd, * That even the Triennia] 
Aft itfelf was begun in the Houfe of Lords, who, as Part of 
the Legiflature, are no lefs Guardians of the Liberties of the 
Subjeft than the Commons themfelves. At length it was 
carry 'd by a Majority of 276 againft 156, that the Bill ihould 
be read a fecond Time on the Tuefday following. 

April 24. Six Petitions, viz. Of the Boroughs and Towns 
of Marlborough, Midhurft, Haftings, Cambridge, Abingdoii« 
and Newcaftle under Line, againft the Bill, being prefented 
to the Houfe and read, they were feverally ordered to hm 
upon the Table. Then the Bill was read the fecond Time ; 
and a Motion being made, and the Queftion put. That it be 
committed, there arofe a warm Detate, that lafted froqk 
two in the Afternoon 'till near Eleven at Night. The 
'^'Wai. Speakers for the BiUwcre, MrLyddal, MOTberfor Left- 
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withiel ; Mr Trevanian, Koieht of the Shire for Cornwall ; Aoms. qm.i. 
Mr Molineux, (a) Member for Boffiney ; Sir John Brown- vjrsx^*^ 
low, Bart. (^) Knight of the Shire for Lincoln ; MrHamp- MrTreraniaa. 
den, (c) Member for Buckinghamftiire ; Mr Molefworth, {dj S?^*^^^!S^!Mr 
Member for St Michael ; Mr John Smith, (e) Member for Mr Hampden. 
Eaftlow ; Lord Stanhope, (/J Member for St Germains; JJJjJfeS: 
Mr Young, fg) Member for Honiton ; Mr Craiggs, (h) ]S!r^^ 
Member for Tregony 5 Lord Coningsby, (/) Member for MrCraigg. 
Leominfter; Mr Giles Erie, (k) Member for Chippenham ; fe'caS'EK'* 
Sir Richard Steele, (/) Member for Borough- Bridge ; Mr sir Richard stedc 
Nevile, Member for Berwick ; Sir Charles Turner, («) sJSS Turner. 
Member for Lynn ; Sir William Thompfon, (n) Member sir wa.xhompfciu 
for Ipfwich ; Sir Jofeph Jekyll, (0) Member for Lymington ; sir jofcphjdcyn. 
Gen. Stanhope, {p) Member for Cockermouth ; Mr Aiflabie, gJ^J^^S?*"^ 
(f) Member for Ripon. The Speakers againft the Bill were^ 
Mr Robert Heyfliam, (r) Member for London; Mr SneD, S£ J^l*^*''***^ 
Member for Glouceiler ; Mr Shippen, Member for Newton; Mr shippeii. 
Lord Paget, (/) Member for Staffordlhiie ; Mr Wykcs, JJ'^JJSS 
Member for Northampton ; Mr Hutchinfbn, (/) Member Mr Hatchinfon. 
for Haftings ; Mr JefFeries, («) Member for Droitwich ; Ur jeftrie^ 
Sir Thomas Crofs, Bart. Member for Weftminfter ; Sir sir Tho. croft. 
William Whitlock and Mr William Bromley, Members for ^^^^^^^ 
the Univerfity of Oxford ; Mr Archer, Member for War- Mr Archer, 
wickfhire ; Lord Guemfey, Member for Surrey; Sir Thomas l^^h^lSSiwr, 
Hanmer, Member for Suffolk ; General Rofs, Member for Gen. Rob. 
the Shire of Rofs ; Sir Robert Raymond, [<w) Member for sir Rob. Raynumd, 
Ludlow ; Mr Hungerford, (x) Member for Scarborough ; Mr Hungerfwd. 
Mr Ward, (y) Member for Thetford; Mr Walter Chet- urw&t^twpd. 
wynd, («) Member for Stafford ; Mr Lechmere^ {ai) Mem- Mr Lechme^ 
ber for Cockermouth. Mr 

(a; Secretary to ihe Prince nf Walet. (b) CreaUi Lord Vifcmnt Tyr- 
connel of Ireland, May 14, 171 8. (c) Vide P. 19. (d) Onmmijlh- 
mr tf Trade^ and hiei^etiant Getter jd of the Ordi$ance^ created Lord f^ 
toimt Molelworth qf Ireland, June 23, 1716. (e) One of At Thiers if 
the ExAemer, He was Speaker tfths Parliament cMe in I707V (f) Get^- 
tlemaa «/ the Bedchamber to the Prince^ wm Earl of Ohefterfield. 
(s) Commifponer for fiatiaa the Debts due to the Army^ afterward Secretary 
far Scotland, made Knipjt of ihe Bath, and Cammffianer of the Admi^ 
rsdty^ then a Commiffioner tf the Treafnry^ ncrw Secretary at War. (h) Cof- 
ferer to the Prince^ afterwards Secretary at War^ and then Principal SecrC' 
tary if State, (i) Vide P. 19. (\i) Groom of the Bedchamber to the 
JPrioce^ made one tf the Clerks Can^trollers of his Maj^y*s Hmfeholdy ^nce 
a CommtJ/iofier of the Kevemie in Ireland, and nam Commoner 0/ the 
Treafary, (I) Mtfier of the Playhonfcy and one nf the Commiffioners of for^ 
feited Filiates, (m) CommiJIioner of the Treafitry^ afterwardt created m 
Baronety and made a fdler of the Exchequer, (n) Kecwde^' of London, 
rfterwards Qtrfitor &mw, and then a Bamn of the Excheouer, (o) Vide 
P. 10. (p) Vide P. 14. (en Vide P. 19. (r) Mderman of London, 
(s) Made Gentlemam tf the Be^.chamher to Ofe Prince, (t) Vide P. a8. 
(u) A Welfli 3F**e w the late Kmgn, (w) Vide P. 13. (x) Cnrjitnr 
•f YorWhire and Weftmoreland. (y) A Wel{h Ju^^e in the Itte Reign, 
(z) Created Lard F^comtt Ql^fit^sn^ of Ireland, June 1, 1717. (aa> 
Vide F, i^. 
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willing than my felf) will appear with Refolution and Spirit 
in this important Debate ; in this, perhaps, our kft Struggjb 
for the Liberties of thofe we reprefent. 

* I think, then, all the Arguments which have been us'd 
for this BiU, are grounded on mere Surmifes and Ima|^-» 
tions only ; are either trifling in themfelves, or dangerous in 
their Confequence. 

* One main Reafon urg'd, both in the Preamble of the 
Bill, and in the Debates of the Gentlemen who are for it^ 
18 this \ 

* That the DifafFeSHons of the People are fo great, and 
the Enemies of the Government both at Home and Abroad 
{fi watchful) that new EledUons will occaflon new Riots, re- 
kindle the Rebellion, and be deftrudive to the Peace and 
Security of the Government, which will all be prevented 
by continuing this good Parliament, and making the Time 
of its DifTolution uncertain. 

* If this Argument be apply 'd to the Miniftry, I can onlj^ 
anfwer, that it is no Concern of ours, whether they .havd 
rendered themfelves odious to the People, or not. They 
art more properly the Objeft of our Jealoufy, than of GOi 
Care. They may be deftroy'd, and the Government fub*- 
fid. But if it be apply'd to his Majeily, as it muft be to 
make it any Inducement to pafs this Bill, I will venture to 
fay, that none of thofe, who are call'd Enemies to the Go^ 
vemment, and Abettors of the Rebellion, could have offer'd 
an Argument fo injurious to his Majcfty's Honour. For 
with what Face can any good Subject infinuate, that in the 
In^cy of his Reign he hath deprived himfelf of the Love 
and Affedion of a People, who fo lately received him with 
the utmoft Expreffions of Joy ? What an unjuft Idea muft 
this give of his mod mild and gracious Government \ Bnt 
the Aifertion is the more injurious, becaufe it is entirely 
groundlefs. For when thefe pretended Difaffe&icmS were 
at the higheft, it appeared how impotent they were^ how 
far from being univerfal, by the eafy and fudden Sup^ 
preffion of the Rebellion ; and by Confequence how abio- 
lutely his Majefty leign'd in the Hearts of his SubjeQs. 
Now the Rebellion is fupprefs'd, if there ihould be any 
Remains of thofe who are ill difpos'd, the Fate of their 
Friends, whilft the Terror of it is frefh in their Minds^ 
will reilrain them from any future Attempt. BefideSf this 
Hands of the Government are ftrengthen'd. The Haiemh- 
Corpus Aft is not only now, but may be again fufpended : 
You have a numerous ftanding Army diftributed thro' the 
Kingdom, to controul and awe unruly Spirits. But fup* 
pofe the DifafFeftions of the People to be as great, fuppoA 
ihe Faftjon, fpoke vf in th^ Prfamble^ ^^^ xt!Sik& and 

^ ^. ^ drfgniiij 
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defigning^ as is affirmed* ; is this the Way to extingitiih Ani** Anno i. ddo. I. 
mofities, to heal Divifions, and to reconcile Parties ? No, _^/->^ 
Sir, it will rather create Difcontents, where there are none 
already : It will rather give Occaiion to thofe that are diA 
afeded, to rail at your Proceedings ; to fay, that your AdUons 
are fach that you dare' not venture on new Eledions ; and 
who knows what fuch Suggeftions may produce f 'Tis pof- 
fible when the three Years, for which you are now cl^ofen^ 
ihall expire, they may iniift, that they are unreprefented in 
Parliament ; ahd this will be a bet^r Handle, a more plan- 
fible Foundation, for the Fa£Uon to work upon, than they 
could have at the Time of a regular Eledlion. Now, if the 
Continuance -of this Parliament be intended only to calni 
Men's Minds, and that it is hop'd this Storm may by Degrees 
fubfide,Gentlemen will be pleased to confider, that we are but 
a little above a Year old, though we have done fo many 
great and glorious Things, and that there will be no Necef- 
fity, as the Law (lands, of a Diflblution this Year and half j 
and that no Body can imaging Difcontents will laft fo long 
under fo wife, fo unerring, fo pacifick an Adminifhation, as 
we now enjoy. 

* Another Reafon infilled on, is. That as the Continuance 
of this Parliament may prevent Commotions at rtome, fo it 
may hinder any Invafion from Abroad,- by encouraging our 
ancient Allies to enter into new Treaties with us, which they 
will not otherwife do. 

• This is a Secret which, in my humble Opinion, ought 
not to have been revealed ; this is an Argument highly im* 
proper to be urg'd in a Britiih Parliament : For it iuppofesj^ 
that our Allies prefcribe to our Counfels, and that they ex- 
ped we fhould alter the prefent Frame of our Conftitutioni 
before they will favour us with their Frtendlhips ; which is a 
Thought not to be endured in this Place, where fo many 
Millions have been raifed for their Service, and mull movd 
the Indignation of every Engli(hman, efpecially if it comes 
from any State that firft received its Being, and afterwards 
its Protedion, from England. I hope never to fee this Na- 
tion brought fo low,' that the Crown (hall be diredled, as 
was once attempted, when to remove or keep its MirtiHersj 
when to diffolve or continue its Parliaments. Sir, his Maje- 
fly, as King of Great Britain, is the Arbiter of Europe, and 
ttiaydidate to other Nations. They will, for their own 
Sakes, court his Friendfhip ; they have always found theif 
Account in being Allies to the Crown he wears. The Bri-j 
tilb Treafurc, and the Britiih Armies, have made them' tri- 
umph over their Enemies, and eflablifh the Balance they 
wanted. 'Tis farther faid, that by this Bill you will reftorcf 
tlic Prerogative to part of itr> Power, which is cramp*d by 

Vol. I. ' K th€ 
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Anwft. GM.L the Triennial A^ Now, if this Bill is to be anderftood » 
^.IZJJi,,^. relate to Alliances, it weakens and not fbrengthens the Pre- 
rogative. For it is an Infinuationy that the People have 
fomcthing to do in making Treaties, which mull ever be 
deny'd by the Friends of the Crown, where the fole ondif- 
puted Right is lodged by the Conftitution of this Kingdom. 
Befides, if that was any Confideration here, this Argument 
is alfo a Refledlion on the prefent Miniib-y, who are to have 
the Honour to advife his Majefty in any Alliances he ihall 
think fit to make : For it hath an Appearance, as if they 
durft not look a new Parliament in the Face ; or, as if by 
Ibme Dcnjerit or other, they fhould not continue in their 
Polls, uithout the Help of this Bill, long enough to affiil: 
in fupporting thofc Alliances wlien made. 'Tis true, we 
have had of late a Sort of Triennial Minifters, as well as 
Parliaments. But we are to hope, that the prefent Set of 
Minifters, who fo far furpafs all their Predeceffors in Wif- 
idom and Virtue, will behave fo well, as to deferve the Con- 
tinuance of his Majelly's Favour, and the Kingdom's Appro- 
bation. Their Friends ought therefore rather to rejed, than 
to inforce this Argument, as refleding on them, and ground- 
lefs in it felf. 

* There is another Reafon, drawn from the great and con- 
tinu'd Expences occafion'd by frequent ElcdUons, which is 
fo weak, thr.t it fcarce deferves to be taken Notice of. For 
every Gcntknian is a Judge of his own Circumftances, whe- 
^cr he will or cun be at the necelTary Expences of an Elec- 
tion : Corriipt ores arc uot to be luppos'd, eipccially in this 
Houfe, which, all tl:e World knows, was chofen without 
the leaft Corruption, without the leatt Violence, without the 
Jeaft improper Infli.ence whatfoever. 

' As to wiiat is faid. That frequent Parliaments are the 
Caufe of ojilrudling Jufticc, and hinder Candidates from be- 
ing impartial in the Dillribution of it ; 'tis equally trifling 
with the Kiafon Jail nK-ntioned ; and, if any, is an Argu- 
ment only for making Pa 1 laments perpetual. For he who 
will be a great deal bvafs'd by his Hopes of fecuring his Seat 
in a Triennial Parliament, will, by the fame Principle, be 
a little warp'd by his Expcdl. tion of fitting in a Septennial 
one ; and he oueht in neither Cafe to be a Member of this 
Houfe ; For nothing can effedually cure fuch a Difpofition ; 
it will never be able to refill greater Temptations, and Court- 
Preferments. 

* Thcfc are the chief Arguments for paffng this. Bill ; and 
I humbly conceive they now appear to be of nogreat W^i^t: 
But the Rrr.lbns for letting the Law ftand as it does, areXoch 
as^ ia lay Opinion^ cannot receive aa Anfwer, 
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* Firft, If there were not abundance of other Arguments Amioi.oeo.f-i 
againll this Bill, the Manner of its coming hither, is a fufH- ^^^ ' 
cient Objedion to it. 'Tis fent from the Lords, and as it 
chiefly relates to our felves, I fhall apprehend it inconiillent 
with our Honour' to receive it. We ought to itnitate the 
Spirit which our PredeceflbrS ever Ihew'd in refifting ill At- 
tempts of this Kind, all Appearances of Innovation by the 
Lords. Our Predeceflbrs were io very jealous of their Privi- 
leges, that they never fail'd to exert themfelves, even on the 
fmalleil and moil minute Occailons. Shall we then f ihall 
this glorious Houfe of Commons be fo far from doing that, 
as humbly to take, a new Model of our Conftitution from 
them ? Surely we fhall not fit tame, and acquiefce meanly, 
when they think fit to flrike at the Foundations of this 
Houfe. 

* But if any here could be inclinable to receive the Dic- 
tates of the Lords, or, to fpeak out, the Didates of the Mi- 
niftry, I humbly apprehend it is not in our Power to .confent 
to this Bill. For I cannot conceive, by any Rule of Reafon 
or Law, that we, who are only Reprefentatives, can enlarge 
to omr own Advantage the Authority delegated to us ; or 
that, by Virtue of that Authority, we can deftroy the Fun- 
damental Rights of our Conftituents. I know indeed, that 
the Notion of the radical Power of the People hath been ex- 
tended to a Degree of Extravagance and Abfurdity, which 
I would never be fuppos'd to contend for. But it is felf- 
evident, that this Power with Relation to the Part we bear 
in the Legiilafure, is abfolutely, is folely in the ElciTiors. 
You have no Legidative Capacity, but what you derive from 
them. You were chofcn under the Triennial A61, and could 
only be chofcn for three Years, unlefs they could convey- 
more to others, than they had in themfelves ; unlefs they 
could give us a longer Term to reprefent them, than the)r 
could claim at the Time of their Choice to be reprefented. 
Our Trult therefore is a Triennial Truft ; and if we endea-» 
vour to continue it beyond its legal Duration, from that In- 
llant we ceafe to be the Truftees of the People, and are our 
own Ele^ors ; from that Inftant we a£l by an afTum'd' Power, 
and cred a new Conftitution. If we could diflolve or alter 
the Form of any one Part of the Legiflature, why not of the 
whole ? And that is aDodlrinelprefume will not be adv:inccj 
here ; I am fure it will never be allowed in any other Place. 
But I know it is a very unacceptable Way of Speaking, to 
difpute the Power of thofe to whom one fpeiiks ; and it may 
be thought a Prefumption if I (hould afHipi in this prefent 
Parliament, which hath given fo many Proofs of its Omni* 
potcnce, that even the whole Legiflature cannot do every 
filing. I muft however always be of Qi^inion^ th:it tho* 
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it is a rpceiy'd Maxim in civil Science, that the fapream Le* 
/giilature cannot be bound ; yet an imply 'd Exception muft 
be underftood, viz. that it is rcftrain'd from fubverting the 
Foundations on which it ftands ; and that it ought not» on 
any Pretence wliatfoeyer, to touch or alter thofe Laws, which 
are (o far admitted into the Conftitution, as to become eflen* 
tial Parts of it. I am alfy of Opinion, that we cannot pais 
this fiill, becaufe it would ' be an Infradion of the ASt of 
Union, which I hear alnioil every Day in this Place call'd an 
irrepealable and Fundamental Law. -But fince the Reprefen- 
tatives of North Britain are fatisfy'd in that Point, it would 
be highly impertinent in me to infill upon it. 

' But if nothing ftood in your Way, if it was never fe 
much in your Power, I think you ought not to repeal the 
Triennial Ad, except in the laft Extremity, and in the moft 
imminent Danger of the State. This Law was one of the 
Fruits of the Revolution : This Law reflor'd the Freedom 
and Frequency of Parliaments, fo far as was confident with 
the Circumftances of that Reign, which was invglvM in a 
War, and had Occafion for conftant and heavy Taxes i 
This Law was 'a Concefiion made to the People by King 
William, in the midil of his DifHculties ; and I own the 
- Policy of thofe Minifters, who fliall advife his Majefty to 
give his Royal Affent to the repealing of it, is of too rc- 
iin'd and delicate a Nature for my Underftaiiding. J'or 
fince his Majeily has been pleas'd to propofe that Prince as 
a Pattern to himfelf, and is purfuing his Steps with fo much 
Glory, it will be a Matter of Aftonifhment to thofe who 
are not in the Secret of Affairs, to fee, that in the Reign of 
the one King every Thing fhould be done to enlarge the. 
Liberties of the People, and to reflrain his Succefibrs frotii 
being capable of relapfing -into the Errors and Abuies of 
former Princes ; and that in the Reign of the other, there 
fnould be the leail Appearance of doing any Thing which 
might but feem to ilretch the Prerogative, to invade, and 
(hock the Rights and Privileges of the Subjeft, when both 
fhall be found to rule by the fame Principles of Liberty, 
and by the fame Maxims of Government. 

• 1 he Triennial A£l is grounded on the ancient Ufage 
and Ccnfiitution of Parliaments ; as it is intended to oh-" 
Hge thfe Crown to call them frequently,. For, that Par* 
lianxents were held frequently, half yearly, or annually at 
Jeaft, appears not only frcm the befl Accounts we have . 
of the firfl Inftituticn of them, and by the two Ads of Edt 
ward III, but by the Writs of Summons ftill extant, and 
by ieveral authentick Inftruments and Records. However* 
fatisfadlory it might be on any other Occafion, I am fenfiUe 
that a Ped,;ftion of the Jiiilory of aacipnt Parliaments, a^ 
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they wtre fucccffively call'd, would be very tedious and ^^sf^*** 
unentertaining in this Dehate j and I will therefore only '^ ' ~ 
mention two Records. One is that famous Inftrument of Ed- 
ward I, concerning the Annuus Cenfus^ then claimed by the 
Popes from the Crown of England ; wherein he takes No- 
tice, that fon>c Arrears, incur^-'d on that Head, had not 
been rais'd, as they ought to have been in Parliamento^ quod 
circa OSiwvas Rifurre6iionis Dominic^e celebrari in Anglia 
€onfue<uit : But he piomifes that he would recommend the 
Payment of the Money due, in alio F-arliamento noftro^ quod 
ad finem SanSi Michaelis froxime futuri intendimus^ danU 
Domino^ €ilebr are. The other Record is a Reprefentatioii 
from the Parliament to Richard II, fome Pafiages of which 
arc thefe — ^od ex antiquo Statuto habeniy ift Confuetudine 
laudahili Csf approhata^ tttjus contrarietati diet non «voUbif, 
That the King is to call Dominos & Proceret Regni atqu$ 
Communes femel in Anno ad Parliamenturh fuum, tanquam ad 
fummam Curiam totius Regni, That if the King«-«tf Parlia* 
mento fuo fe alienaverit fua Jponte^ non aliqua infirmitate aui 
aliqua alia de caufa ncrefjitatisy fed per immoderatam tvolunta' 
tern proterveje fuhtraxerit per ahfentiam temporis ^uadraginta 
DieruMf tanquam de <vexatione Populi Jui Cff gra^vibus expenfie 
iorum non curans, ex tunc iicitum omnibuf ^ Jingulis eorum 
abfque Dom^enio Regis redire ad propria ^ i^ unicuique eorum in 
Patriam fuam remeare, 

* From the former of thefe Records, 'tis' obvions to ob- 
fcrvc, that Edward the I, who was one of our beft Princes, 
and fo great a Preferver of the Laws of his Kingdom, that 
he is juiUy call'd by the Hiftoriaris the Englifh Juftinian, 
chofe, rather than to prolong the Sitting of his Parliament 
beyond their ufual Time, to difiblve one, tho* it had not 
£niih'd its neceflkry Bufinefs, and to fummon another wither ' 
in the Space of a few Months. 

* From the other 'tis very remarkable, that Richard XL 
who is faid to be one of the word Kings that ever fat on the 
Throne of England, by abfenting himfelf from the Buiineft 
of Parliaments, and by that Means continuing their Seffions 
beyond their proper and accuftom'd' Time, drew upon him-r 
felf a fliarp Remonilrance from both Houfes, and was at laft^ 
for fuch Praftices, amongft other Things, deposed. 

* Many Reigns after this, Henry VIII. accomplift'd what 
Richard II. only attempted, and he continu'd his laft Parlia-r 
ment ad libitum without Reproof. But 'tis well known what 
exorbitant Powers they we&e& him with i and God forbid w^ 
fliould have anv Rcfemblance of thofe Times ; for that Par-i 
liament aded like Slaves, and that King adted like a Tyrant, 

' But if the Triennial Law had not been grounded on thq 
y^ons gf A&ti^uit^^ an4 the original Uia§e of Parliaments., 
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It was more than a reafonable Indulgence from the Throne 
to the People, wh9 had Uruggled for a Revolution, on Ac-' 
count of the Abufes of Parliaments, and the Endeavours to 
render them infignificant. 'Tis true, that Prince once de- 
ny'd his Royal Aflent to it : But afterwards he confider'd, 
that it could be no Diminution of his Prerogative, no Ble* 
miih to his Regal Power, to retrieve the Honour and Dig- 
nity of Parliaments, as they were his Support, as they were 
the effential Part of that Conllitution he came to fave ; and 
this he found he could only do by the frequent Calling of 
them. 

' Beiides, this Law was. not only a reafonable Indulgence 
to the People, as hath been faid, in that it gave them fre- 
quent Opportunities of changing their Members, when they 
did not approve their Behaviour, and was of Advantage ta 
the Publick, in making them a^ with more than ordinaryv 
Caution and CircumfpedUon ; but it prov'd of great Service to 
the Crown : For by frequent Parliaments the Crown could 
only know the immediate Senfe of the Nation, which is ab- 
folutely neceflary for a Prince to kno.v on all Emergencies. 
Jlowever inconvenient this Law may now be thought to the 
Crown, and however oppolite^ to fome Projects and Schemes 
an adive Miniftry may have in View, I appeal to experienced 
Members whether they think, or can imagine, that the 
Cirown could have got half the Money it hath been fapply'd 
with iince the Revolution, but by new and frefli Elediions. 
Such grievous and perpetual Taxes would never have been 
chdur'd froin a ilale and continu'd Parliament. There is no 
Injury qr Diihonour therefore to the Crown, to be obliged, 
by a Law, to do what, in Juflice to the Subjeft, and 0>|i- 
yenience to itfelf, it ought to do without a Law. 

* But if you had a Power to repeal this Law, and exerdfe 
that Power, the People would be in a much worfe Condition, 
than if it had never been granted to them. They Would be 
be bound up for ever in a Legiflative Way, the only Way 
effectually and irrecoverably to lofe their Liberties. They 
would by. us, their Reprelentatives, condemn (hort and fre- 
quent Parliaments, and eftabliih long and penfion'd ones, 
which is a new Dodlrine, and fuch as was never before ad-r 
vanc'd by the Commons of Great Britain. 

* Surely there mull be fopie fecret Caufe, fome latent |tca- 
fon for hurrying on this Bill in fo precipitate a Manner. The 
true Reafon, I believe, is not declared ; and for my Part, I 
cannot but fufpeft, that the Mtniftry have fomething to do 
which they apprehend will not be acceptable to a new Parlia- 
iBcnt, and which Will not Hand the 1 eft of the Nation. I 
fay, it muil be fomething they have to do ; for I am confi- 
im they I9 Ji9l f<jlf con^Ijma tUemfelYps, for what thq^' 
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iave alfiCady done* They have no Remorfe of Confciencc ^**"®*j^'* 
for apprehending fo many hundred Gentlomen, and confining V^"\rN,/ 
them in Prifon fo many Months without Examination. For 
fuch Confinements were not only ncceflary to fupprefs the Re- 
bellion, but we have been told were intended as a Fafour and 
Kindnefs to the Perfons who were fo conim'd. It muft there- 
fore be fome new Work they have upon their Hands ; what 
that Work is, I will not prefume to guels. But I will pre- 
fume to fay, what it cannot be. It cannot be a Defign to 
aboliih the Limitations of the AQ, of Settlement, with Rela- 
tion to Foreigners ; becaufe that is no lefs than an open Vi- 
olation of our new Magna ChartOy and an entire Infradion 
of our original Contrad^ as the Government now (lands. 

* I fear I have quite wearied your Patience, but the Im- 
portance of the Subjed will in fome Meafure excufe me, and 
I have but a very few Words now to add. { hope yt)u will 
rejedl and not commit this Bill. Foi* there is nothing more 
certain, than that it will be to your Diihonour and Differ- 
vice to pafs it, if we may reafon of what will be, by what 
hath been. Long Parliaments then will naturally gprow either 
formidable or contemptible. --i ^ 

. ' We have an Inftance of the one, in the long Parlia- 
ment of King Charles Firfl, which to its eternal Infamy 
overtum'd the belt Conftitution in the World, the Church 
and Monarchy of this Nation. 

* We have a Proof of the other in the long Parliament of 
King Charley the Second. I afk Pardon if I am heard by 
any that were Members of it, but I only repeat what others 
have faid. There was a famous Simile apply'd hy (Julian) 
Johnfon to that Parliament, which I the rather mention, be- 
caufe it was much applauded by the Patrons of Liberty, and 
Lovers of Parliaments; and becaufe I know the Author ift 
efleem'd above his Deferts by fome Gentlemen, who are now 
debating for long Parliaments ; 'tis this, * That a (landing 

* Parliament will always (lagnate, and be like a Country^ 

* Pond, which is over-grown with Ducks-Meat. 

* I make no Application ; no Man will, or can, with any 
Colour of Truth or Reafon, apply it to this Parliament. 
This Parliament is fo fer from being a (lagnating Pool, that 
it might rather be compared to a rapid Stream, or an irrefifti- 
ble Torrent, which, if continued, will bear down all before it. 

To thi> Speech of Mr. Shippcn's, Mr. Hampden replied 
as follows. 

Mr. Speaker, 

* The Houfe is now entered on the Exercife of a Power, Mr Hbrapden^ 
ip^ich, of Right, and agreeable to the Conftitution, belongs ^ 
(o>hcm : ( Qifae th«( Bnnch of Power which they, a< a Part 
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of the Legiflature, have, of repealing Laws, or e)ctending and 
» limiting them, in fuch Manner as fhall appear to them moft 
co^ucing to the Service of their Country. As this Right of 
altering the Laws does undoubtedly belong to the Legiik- 
ture, it ought to be us*d with the utmofl Regard : fince 'tis 
equally a Crime to enervate Laws that are found to be aSup* 
port to our Government, as to omit the abolifhing or fa^pend- 
ing fuch as have not anfwerM their End when made, or^ 
which is worfe, as have prov'd detrimental. 

' It is a commendable Zeal, when Gentlemen in their De- 
bates exprefs a Tendemefs for the exifling Conftitution of 
their Country, and their Appreheniions of the leaft Innovati- 
on in the Frame of the Government ; and I am not furpriz'd 
that it is objedled, in fo popular a Manner, that the Faffing 
of this Bill for fufpending the Law for the Eleftion of Trien- 
nial Parliaments, is to Tap the Foundation of our Englifh^ 
Liberties. ^ 

* But if, upon an impartial Enquiry, it fhall appear, that 
this Bill, which was ma^Ie for the Benefit of the Nation, has, 
in no Refpedi, anfwer'd the Purpofes for which* it was adca- 
lated when made into a Law, I prefume it may be allow*d^ 
that the Danger in fufpending it is more imaginary than red. 

' And fince it is as-unjufliHable to be tenacious of a Alat- 
ter that has no Argument to fupport it, as not to give Way to 
what Experience 1ms demonftrated, if this Bill ^fiould, in its 
Confequences, be void of Proof of its anfwering the Ends for 
which it was made, I hope it will not be fo great a Crime to 
fufpend it, as it has, with Induftry, been reprefented without 
Doors. 

* A principal Argument for continmijg the Triennial Bill 
is, that it is agreeable to the ancient Laws of this NadcHiy 
that there fhould be frequent Parliaments. I find by the 
Laws I have look'd over that Parliaments ought to be fre- 
quently held ; but I find it no where laid down as a Fonda* 
mental Pofition of the Nature of this Conftitution, that there 
Ihould be frequent Eledions. If Gentlemen will look to the ' 
Beginning of Parliaments, they will find, in the 4th, jth, and 

• 36th of Edward III, that, * For Redrefs of divers Mifehieft 

* and Grievances which daily happen, a Parliament ihall be 

* holden every Year or oftener, if need be.' Let it then be 
confider'd in what Manner thofe Parliaments were held t 
When a King met his Parliament, they us'd to fit ten or 
twenty Days, and then were prorogued or difTolvM 1 and 
there were frequent IntermifTions of Parliaments, none bemg 
call'd for feveral Years. By looking over the Journals, we 
find the Prorogations and DifTolutions of Parliaments. 

• To come down to the Time of Henry VIII. few of 
bis Parliaments iat more than twenty Days^ though tbiere 
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was not a Parliament met every Year ; and from the. 7th Annoi. Cm. t 
to the 25th of Henry VIII, there are no Journals, and) i^^^S^ 
confequently, we cannot tell in what Manner Parliaments 
were held. Afterwards tl^ere were feveral Parliaments, but 
not every Yes^r, to the End of his Reign. 

* A Parliament was calPd the firft Year of Edward VI^ 
and in Eve Years fat but four Months. In Philip and Mai^ 
there were four Parliaments, but the Seffions extremely ihort« 
From the 2d to the 5th, and from the 7th to the 13th o^ 
Queen Elizabeth, no Parliament met, and from the 14th 
16 the 25th of Queen Elizabeth, the Parliament (at only 
from the 8th of May to the 30th of June ; and four Years 
after, from the 8th of February to the 8th of March fo^ 
lowing ; and in eight Years after, never fat to do Buiinefs 
but were then difTolv'd. There were fix other Parliaments 
cali'd in Queen Elizabeth's Time ; bqt never fat long, un* 
lefs that in the 39th of her Reign, which fat four Months. 

* The Parliament in the firft of James I, fat about font 
Months, and in three Years after, fat about eight Days. That 
P^liament was not diflblv'd 'till the 9th of James, but fat 
twice or thrice only. There were three other Parliaments 
in his Reign, but tney met very feldom. 

* The &ffions in K. Charles I, were much fhorter than of 
late Days, with very frequent Prorogations ; and in the i6th 
of his Reign an Aft ^Vas pafs'd. For pre<venttng Incoftveniences 
fy Jong Intertntffm of Pariiaments ; by which it was provided^ 
d^t a Parliament (hould meet every three Years ; which 
Law we find repealed in the 1 6th of Charles II, by reafon 
that the Provifions in the former Law were look'd upon as 
a Derogation to his ^^efty's juft and undoubted Preroga-* 
tive for calling and aflemblinj^ Parliaments^ and might be 
an Occafion of manifold Mifchiefs, and might endanger the 
Peace of his People. The (aid A6t is repealed, and a Pro- 
vifion made therein, that * Becaufe, by the ancient Laws of 
' this Realm, in the Reign of Edward III, Parliaments are to 

* be Jield very often ; the Sitting and Holding of Parliaments 
fhall not be intermitted above three Years.* In this ICing's 

Reign the long Parliament was held ; and whatever Cor^ 
rupdons they were tainted with, they could never be ac- 
cus*d of ^vouring the Caufe of France, or attempting to 
cnflave their own Country. 

* In the Reign ofK. James 11, that unfortunate Prince, a 
Parliament wa^ held in May 1 685, and fat above two Months^ 
and was, at feveral Times, prorogued to November 1687. 
Then the happy Revolution took Place ; and in the Bill of 
Kights, I. Gufiel, CsT Maria, it is declar'd and enacted. That 

* lul the Rights and Liberties aflerted and claim'd in the 
' £ud Declaration, are the true, ancient, and undubitabld 
*" Vol. |. h •• l^ighti 
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Mmmtjm,h ^ Rights and Liberties of the People of this Kingdom, and 

^JB?^-,^^ * ought to be ^rmly and ftri6lly holden and obfcrv'd.* And 

^^^ in the feme Bill, among that long Catalogue of Grievances 

which precedes the (aid Declaration^ there is not the leaft 

Mention made of Want of frequent Elections, but only that 

Parliaments ought to be free. In the iixth of ICing William^ 

this now &vour'd Bill for Triennial Parliaments was pais'd 2 

and upon this Occafion I cannot help obferving, that it is 

fome Satisfaction, that the People abroad, who look npon 

the Reign of that Prince as a Ufurpation, ftould be ifond of 

any one A&. that pafs'd in that Time ; ' and I hope from 

hence, they may in Time be more reconciled to the Protc- 

ftant Sttcceflion, which is in Confequenoe of that Revolnticm. 

' If Gentlemen will look over the Writs of Summons, 
and the Returns of thofe Writs, they will find no Mention 
how long any Parliament is to lall ; but the Return makes 
Mention of the Perfons who are to ferve in the Parliament 
that is to meet, and be held at fuch a Time at Weflnunfter* 
It mail be allowed, that the Parliament is fubjeS to the 
Triennial AGt while it fubfiib ; and therefore the Advan- 
tages or Inconveniences of that Law ought chiefly to be 
confuier^d in the Matter now before uS : And in Cafe an 
Ad be found prejudicial, if fuch a Veneration is to be 
paid to a Law, as not to alter it, from any Convidion of 
its being infuffident, or attended with ill Confequences, I 
think the Legiilature will become, in a Manner, ufelefi. 
I take the principal Matter to be, to examine what Benefit 
has accrued to the Nation by virtue of this Bill, and if the 
Inconveniences do not outweigh all the Advantages ? 

* It is pretended, that by the Triennial Eledions, the 
People have an Opportunity of laying afide thofe Perfims 
with whofe Behaviour in Parliament they are diflatisfy^d^ 
or fuch whom they apprehend to be under Court-Influences : 
I defire it may be confider'd, how very few Examples there 
are, of Perfons, who having accepted Places, have not been 
re-ele6Ud. The Reafon is vexy obvious : Becanfe the 
People, who love Expences, judge that a Man who has a 
Place of Profit, is much more capable of making an £z* 
pence, than he that has none. But fuppofing any GAitie- 
man fo wickedly difposM, as to facrifice his Opinion to the 
Lucre of a Place, does not fuch a Perfon, who has Ipent 
£ve or fix hundred Pounds at his Election, and his Cir- 
cumftances not very able to bear it, come more prepared 
for Court-Temptation, than if he had enjoy'd his Seat ia 
Parliament, and been free from the Trouble and Ezpence 
of frequent Elections ? I appeal to Gentlemen, if Expenoea 
are not increased ? And if any Inftance can be piodnc^d 
where they arp abated, many more may be whore they are 
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incrcasM ; fo that the End of the Bill, in this Refpcd, it ^^^'^ 
no ways anf^er*<j[« . _ - 

* It is faid, that Expences being volontaryy it is the Fault 
only of thofe who make them ; but when we obferve the 
Contagion of Expences to be univerfally fpread in the King« 
dom at the Timer of Eleftions, and a DifTolution of Man*' 
ners occaiion'd by fuch Expences, it is Time for the Le- , . 
{filature to interpofe, and prevent the dangerous Confeqnen- 
ces of fuch an Evil. Do Gentlemen codider the Dif- 
tra^ons occafion'd by Eledion, and the Impofiibilityy . con- 
fiderine the finall Interval of Eled^ions, to heal up thofe 
Wounds which the Animoiities of Parties have occafion'd i 
fo that 'tis little better than living in a continual State of 
Warfiire* This is a no lefs ^t^ than undeniable Confe- 

auence of this Bill, which was calculated for the Eafe of. 
le Subjea. 

~ * Its faid, the Reafon of this Expedient, as it is call*d, 
18 becaufe the Majority of this Parliament are Whigs : 
And tho' ^tis allowed that this Parliament has aded for the 
Service of his Majefty and the Nation, the Proceedings of 
the laft Parliament are faid to be as meritorious of the 
King's good Opinion, and the Nation's as what this Parlia* 
meot has done. 

* It is much Snfifted on, that the Tories gave the Civil 
lift : That is true ; But had they not given it, I believe 
the King would not long have been depriv'd of it ^Tis 
iaid the King was reqeiv'd here with the univerfal Joy of 
his People : Why did that SatisfadUon ceafe fo foon ? Has 
the King don<; any Thing to lofe the AfFeAion of fo many 
of his People ? or have his Minifters ? If his Minifters^ 
why has the Spirit of Patriotifm been fo much wanting in 
Gentlemen, as not to reprefent to the King, or in this 
Houfe, the Crimes of thofe he employs in his Service ? Bat 
if no real Handle for thefe Difcontents has been given by 
King or Minifters, then thofe who pretended fuch a ZeaT 
for the King and his Service, at his Arrival here, adlecf 
a hypocritical Part, and meant nothing lefs than what they 
now make Profeffions of. Let us confider the prefent Sitoa* 
tion of the Minds of the People, how exafeerated one Set 
of them are at the neceflary Profecutioos of thofe, who fo' 
fatally concerted the Ruin of their Country ; and to what 
Degree that reftlefs Spirit influencM the People in the late 
Rebellion ; and how indu(faioufly a falfe and mifbken Caufe 
of the Church has been of late propagated in this Nation. 

* From thefe and,many other Circumftanccs of Affairs, and 
other Symptoms of Ae ill Temper of the Nation, I think the 
Uifpofition of the Peoples Minds far from being fuitablc to 
Ac Bufiucfi of tQ Election, but rather for a Reftoration of 
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that Pcrfon, who the deluded People have been taaght has 
alone a Right to the Crown, and is to come to free you from 
the Oppre^ons you now lie under. 

* So much has been faid concerning the Preparations 
which the Regent is making, by extorting vaft Sums from 
the Subjedts of France ; and fo much has been fpoken con- 
cerning our Alliances, and the Neceflity of applying our 
felvcs to find out efFedtual Methods for difcharging the pub- 
lick Pebts, that after fo long a Debate, I fhall not trouble 
you with my Thoughts upon thofe Subjefts. 

^ It muft be allowed, that the Nation has Obligation to 
thofe Patriots who fram'd this Law, with a View and fix* 
pe£tation it would prove a fecure Proviiion for the Liberty 
and Eafe of the Subjeft : But could thofe great and honeft 
Men have forefeen into what a degenerate State this Nation 
would fall,' they would have been convinced how infufficient 
^d Cobweb a Remedy fuch a Bill mufl prove ; and they 
would fcarce have been content with leaving to Pofterity a 
Legacy, which Experience has fhewn to be deibn^ve^ in- 
Aead of any real Advantage to them. 

. ' I humbly apprehend, that when Laws do not anfwer 
their End, or prove prejudicial in their Confequen^es, 'ds 
the Duty of the Legidature to interpofe ; and that the Snf- 
peniion of this Bill is fo far from being a Violation of our 
ConHitution, that it is the healing a Breach made in the 
Gonflitution by thofe who obtained this Law. 

* The Reaions why I am now for the Bill are, 

* To difpofe the People to follow their Callings and to 
be induftrious, by taking from them, for a Time, the Op- 
portunity of diflni£ling one another by Eledions : To pre- 
vent fuch who have the Will, from the Power of giving 
any new Difturbance to the Government : To prevent ano- 
ther Rebellion, there being juft as much Rnlon to'ea^ieft 
ofte this Year, as there was the laft: To check th^t. evil 
%irit in thofe who have fworn to the King, and rdk in 
Arms againfl him, or abetted fuch who have : To di&oun- 
tenance that Spirit which lately did fo far prevail ia this 
Nation, as to approve of a moft ignominious Condufion o^ 
a fuccefsful War, by a ruinoua Peace : To render fruklefi 
any concerted Projeft of the Regent, or any other fereigik 
Princes, to difturb this Nation at a Time when Eleffions, 
or the Approach of them, have rais'd a Ferment la the 
Minds of the People ; and to procure to the Clergy as\ 
Interval from being Politicians, that they may be the bet- 
ter able to take Care of their Flocks^ in the Manner the 
Scripture has prefcrib'd. 

* For thefe and many other Reafons, too long to ennme* 
rate at this TyQe^ I am for the Commitment of thii BiU- 
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Sir Richard Steele fpoke next for tlie Bill as Mows, ^^J^Jt^ ^ 

Mr Speaker, V^'^^'Vi^ 

* ft is evident that new chofen inxraal Parliaments were sirRichardstede**: 
never tie Cuftom or Right of this Kingdom: It remains speech for the Btti' 
therefore only to confider, now that there is a Law, which 
makes Parliaments meet, as of Courfe, at fuch a ilated' 
Time, whether the jPeriod of three Years anfwer'd the Pur- 
ppfes intended by it ? The Prcaqible to the Triennial ABt 
exprefles, that it was introduced into the Confutation for the 
better * Union and Agreement of the King and his People i 
I^nt it has Ibd a quite contrary EiFed ; and Experience has 
verify*d what a great^Man Imfaning the late Earl of Sunder- 
lofuij ^dof it^ when it was ensued, ' That it had mad^ 
' a Triennial King, a Triennial MinMry, a Trienniai Al- 

* liance.' We fed this in all Occurrences of State j anJ 
the^ who look upon us from abroad, behold the jStruggle in 
which we are neceflkrily engaged from Time to Time under 
this Law. Ever iince it has been enaded the Nation has 
been in a Series of Contention : 'The firftTear of a Trien- " 
nial Parliament has been fpent in vindifUve Decifions ana 
Animoiities about the late Eledions ; the fecond Seffion has 
entered into Bufinefs, but rather ' with a Spirit of .Contra- 
didion to what the prevailing Set of Men in former Par* 
liaments had brought to pafs, than of a diiintereHed Zeal 
for the common Good : The third Seffion languifiiM in the 
Purfuit of what little was intended to be done in the fe- 
cond ; and , the Approach of an enfuing Election terrifyVl 
the Members into a fervile Management, according as their 
refpedive Principals were difpos'd towards the QueiHon be* 
fore them in the Houfe. Thus the State of England has 
been like that of a Veilel m Diilrefs at Sea : The Pilot and 
Mariners have been wholly employed iii keeping the Ship 
from finking ; the Art of Navigation was ufelefs, and theyr 
never pretended to make Sail. It is objeded, * That the 
Alteration proposed is a Breach of Truft :' The Truft^ 
Sir, reposed in us, is that of the^ublick Good ; the King, 
Lords, and Commons, are the Parties who ' exerciie this 
Tmfi:; and when the King, Lords, and Commons exercife this 
Tmft by the Meafure of the common Good, they difchaive 
themfelves, as well in the altering and repealing as in t& 
making or confirming Laws. The Period of Time, in thb 
Cafe, IS a fubordinate Confideratifyi ; and tliofe Gentlemen 
who are againft the Alteration^ i^k in too pompous a 
Style, when they tell us, * We ar^ breaking into the Con- 

« ftitotion.' It has been &ther objeded, ' that all this 

* is only giving great Power to the Minifters, who may 

* make an arbitrary Ufe of it :* The Minifters are indeed 
like Other I4eni| from th^ lofirouty pf human Nature 
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AM»k Geo.b ^abk to be made worfe by Power and Autliority ; but this 
Vr - 't %/ ^^ ^^^ "^ Addition to that Authority it fclf ; though it 
^ may poflibly prolong the Exercife of it in them. They 

are neverthelels refponfible for their A^ons to a Parliament ; 
and the Mode of enjoying their Offices is exadly the lame. 
Now, when the Thing is thus, and that the Period of 
diree Years is found, from infallible Experience it felf» a 
Period that can aiford us no Good, where fhall we rdk ? 
The nis that are to be done againft fingle Perfons or Com- 
munities are done by Surprize, and on a fudden ; but good 
Things are flow in their Progrefs, and muft wait Ooca£on. 
Deftrudtion is done with a Blow; but Reformation is 
brought about by leifurely Advances. All the Mifchiefs 
which can be wrought under the Septennial A€t, can be 
perpetrated under the Triennial ; but all the Good which 
may be compafsM under the Septential, cannot be hop'd for 
under the Triennial. We may fear that the Minifters may 
do us Harm, but that is no Reafon why we fhoiild con- 
' tlnue them under a Difibility of doii^g us Good. For 
thefe Coniiderations, I am unrefervedly for the Bill.* 

Then Mr Snell fpoke againft the Bill. 
Mr Speaker, 
Mt8r.;nvw»ch * We are told dicre IS an abfolute Neceflity for the Bill 
^juna '^ u. ^j, j^ jg jjQ^ before you, and that thofe who oppofe it, are 
no better than Friends to a Popifti Pretender. But as I wiih 
as well to his prefent Majefty^s Perfon and Government, as 
the moft zealous for his Service, I (hall never refign my 
Opinion to Words only, and betray my Truft to fcrvc the 
Purpofes of a Miniftry. 

* I cannot but think this Bill, if it pafs into a Law, will 
highly infringe the Liberties of the People ; and as I can fav - 
no means aflent to the Reafons that are offered to prove it 
neceflkry, fo I ihall heartily give my Negative to it. . 

* I don't wonder to hear a Neceffity urg'd for altering the 
Conditution of our Parliaments, by thofe who have given up 
their own. 

This lad Expreffion, which wad fupposM to be owime to 
Mr Haldane's, a Scots Member, having declared for the fil^ 
was rcfented by Mr * Thomas Smith, Member for GkC* 
gow. Sec. who (aid, ' That Mr Snell would not be fb bold 
as to fpeak thofe Words any where elfe.* He was fecoiided 
by Lord Coningfby i and the Difpute being like to grow 
warm, Mr Speaker interpofed, and faid, * That all die 
Members having the Priv^ege of explaining themfelves, Mr 
?nell ought to have the Liberty of fo doing.* Hereupon Mr 

SncQ 



( «7 1 
SneD fiud, * That he meant no perfimal Reflefiion on Aat aiim»..gm.i. 
worthy Member, for that he fpoke only of the Scots Nation r "^'^ 
in general.' To which Sir David Dalrymple replied, * That 
Mr Snell's Explanation increafed the Offence, inftead of lef- 
iening it, and that he demanded Satisfadtion.' — Some otheir 
Members alfo callii^ oat, ' To the. Bar, To the Bar,' Mr 
Snell excafed himfel^ by begging Pardon for any unguarded 
Expreffions that might have efcap'd him : 'Upon which the 
AShdT drop'd, and he went on as follows : 
Sir, 

* The chief Arguments madeUfe of for theBill,as it repeals 
the Triennial A^ and continues the prefent Parliament, are, 

' To appeafe the groundlefs Annimofities of the People : , 

' To avoid Expences, which frequent Eledions occafion, 
to the impoverifhing of many Gentlemen's Families : 

' To obviate tumultuous Riots and Aflemblies, which might 
give a Handle to a fecond Rebellion : And, laAly, 

• To further our Alliances abroad. 
' How we can poffibly expe£^ to quiet the groundlefs Ani- 

mofities of the People by this Bill, I mud own, I am at a Loft 
to imagine, unleft ftripping them of their moft valuable Pri- 
vileges, which they and their Anceftors have for many Ages 
pad exerds'd and enjoy'd, may be thought a proper Expedient 
to reconcile their Affe^ons, and encfear the prefent Admi- 
nifhradon to them. 

• The Expences at Ele£Uons arc merely voluntary, and 
if any one fuffers by them he has none to blame but himfelf ; 
and I fearce believe Gentlemen to be ferious in this Particu- 
lar ; for. let us look but a little backward, and trace this mif- 
chievous Evil, this growing Corruption^ that needs fuch an 
extraordinary Remedy, to its Original, and we (hall find it 
has its Rife from the fame Place whence the Remedy pro- 
pos'd had its Beginning ; and that former ill Miniftries, the 
oetter to forward their iinifter Views, have, by fending their 
Agents through the Kingdom at an approaching Elediion, de- 
bauch'd the People with the publick Money ; to that Pitch 
of Corruption we are now arriv'd. 'Tis otherwife impoffible 
to give an Account how fo many Gentlemen are chofen to 
ferve in Parliament, in Counties and Places where they have 
no vifible Eftates or Intereft ; nay, fome perhaps whofe 
Names were never heard of in the County a Month before 
the Eleaion. 

• The Rebellion is happily now at an End, and the Go- 
vernment fo much better fecur'd againft Riots and tumultu- 
ous Aflemblies, by the wholfome Laws provided by the 
Wifdom of this Parliament, that little or no Danger can be 
reafonably apprehended from thence ; efpecially, if we con- 
fider the Number of Forces prudently quarter'd diroughout 
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/uib «• GMii* the Kingiitm, fuificlent to fupprefs the mod; daring Cornmo* 
"^^^s,^ tions that fliall be attempted. , 

« The laft Reafon made Ufe of to prove the Neceffity of 
this Bill, is> that it will enafile the Government the better 
to treat and negotiate Foreign Alliances. 

* But furely thofe who make Ufe of this as an Argument^ 
are Strangers to the Conflitution of England ; for by the 
known and Handing Law of the Land, the Right of malgmg 
Peace and War, Treaties and Alliances, are undeniably the 
King's Prerogative ; and the King may cxercife that Righ^ 
as to him feems beH, and mod for the Good and Benefit of 
Lis People, without Application to Parliament, either to ap- 
prove or confirm. Bat admitting that of late Years F^lia* 
ments have thought themfelves indtled to interpofe their Ad- 
vice in Treaties and Alliances, though I deny it to be their 
Right, this is an Argument iingly fufHcient with me to fup- 
port die Triennial £ll. For fuppofing a Miniilry ihall at 
any Time negotiate an Alliance prejudicial to the Intereft of 
England, and by their Arti£ce impofe upon a Parliament 
to approve and confirm it ; is it not a peculiar Happinefi, 
that fuch a Parliament will quickly have an End ; and that 
the People have it in their own Power, by another, which 
muH foon be call'd, to corred the Mifdeeds of (uch a Mini- 
fbj, and prevent the farther ill Confequences of fuch a Trear 
ty to the Nation. 

' But allowing the Arguments that are made Ufe of fuffi* 
cient to prove the Neceffity of repealing the Triennial Bill at 
prefent, I would beg Leave to confider, whether it be in our 
power or no, to continue the prefent Parliament beyond the 
Time for which the People chofe us ? 

* And as for my own Part, I freely declare it as my Opi- 
nion, though I fhall always acquiefce in the Judgment of the 
Majority, that the Purport of this Bill, fo far as it relates to 
the Continuance of this prefent Parliament, is not within the 
Compafs of the Truft repofed in us by the People. And to 
fatisfy Gentlemen that I am not fmgular in this Opinion, I 
would beg their Patience to read to them a Pafiage or two 
from Mr LockV Treati/e of Government, 

* The Power of the Legiflative, fays ^^ being derivM from 
' the People by a pofitive voluntary Grant and Inilitution^ 
' can be no other than what that pofitive Grant conveyed i 
' which being only to make Laws, and not Legiilators, th^ 
' Legislative can have no Power of transferring their Autho- 
' rity of making Laws, and placing it in other Hands. 

Again, he lays it down as a Ride, * That when the So* 
' ciety has plac'd the Legiilative in any Afifembly of Men* 
' to continue in them and their Succeuors, the Legiflative 
^ can never revert to the People whilfl that Government lafti f 
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giilaturfi with Power to coi 
■ tinui lor e^er, tney nave given up their Political Power 1 

* the Legiflative and cannot refunie it : But if they have fet 

* Limits to the Duration of their Legiflative, and make this 
' Supreme Power in any Pcrfon or Affembly only temporary i 

* at the Determination of the Time fet, it reverts to the Soci- 

* ety, and the People have a Right to place it in new Handt* 

* I beg Pardon for the Length of the Quotation ; but as 
the Author, in his Life-timei was always efteemM a Man of 
great Learning and Candour^ and no ways fufpeded as dif* 
aifefled to the Succe^on in the Houfe of Hanover, I qoul4 
tioi omit taking Notice of the Sentiments of fo great a Man« 
fo conducive to a right Underilanding of the Point now in 
Qucilion, 

* And if thefe Pofitions are true, the Inferences are very 
obvious * The People of England have a Fundamental indifc 
putable Right to appoint their Reprefentatives in Parlia* 
ment ; and by a Law flill in Being, for three Years and na 
longerj fubje£l to the King's Power of Diflblntion, have 
chofen us their Reprefentatives^ in Purfuance of that Law f 
and therefore, whenever that Triennial Term flmll expire, 
have a Right to chufe new ones, 

' It mzy be obje€tedj That when the People have once 
conftituted the Legiflative^ that the Legiflaturc is thereby^ 
vefted with the wJioTe Power of their Ekaors ; And it can* 
HOC be deny'dj but^ generally fpeaking, it willhold true. And 
the People of England, having chofen us to reprefcnt them, 
we are thereby impower'd, not only to make Laws^ but ca 
alter or repeal any Law in Being, as we ih^I think fit, for 
their Benefit and Security ; and they will undoubtedly bo 
bound thereby. But then this Is to be underltood, where the 
Subje£t-Matter of the Laws we make is within Com pa fa of 
the Truft which the People have or may at leaft be fuppos*d 
to delegate to us ; and it is an ill Way of Reafoning to af- 
fert> that we have a Power to do what we cannot do without 
Prejudice to thofe we reprefent* 

* The Right of ele£ling Reprefentatives in Parliament, it 
infeparably inherent in the People of Great Britain, and can 
never be thought to be delegated to the Reprefentatives^ un- 
lefs youUl make the Eleded to be the Eledor ; and, at the 
fame Time, fuppofc it the Will of the People, that their Re* 
prefentatives fliould have it in their Power to dcftroy thofe 
that made themj whenever a Miniftry fiiall think it necefiary 
to fcreen thcmfelves from their julV Refentments : This would 
be to deflroy the Fence to all their Freedom ; for if we have 
a Right to continue our fclvcs one Vear, one Month, or Day, 
beyond our Triennial Term, * twill unavoidably follow, we 
liavc it in our Power 10 make our felves perpetual i and what- 
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4^x00 t,<ko,h ever Neceflity w« may be reduced to hereafter. Matters are 
kJI^J:„^j not yet in that apparent bad Condition, to convince the People 
^^^^^^ that there is a prefent Occaiion for this dangerous Innova- 
tion in their Conflitution. 

* To £aLy that the paffing this Bill is not to grafp to oor 
felves the Right of Election, but only to enlarge the Time for 
calling new Parliaments, is a manifeft Fallacy ; for whenever 
cur three Years are expired, we can no longer be faid to Tub- 
fin by the Choice of the People, but by our own Appoint- 
ment ; and 'tis a Jeft to tell me, I have a Right to that which 
another has a Right to take from me. 

* Whoever will confider well the Frame and Nature of our 
ConfUtution, will find it calculated for every Circumftance 
needful for the Security of a free People* We are guarded, 
by our Reprefentatives in Parliament, againft any arbitrary 
Encroachments of the fupreme executive Power i and by 
frequent and new Parliaments, againll the Weaknefs, Folly, 
and Corruption of our Reprefentatives : And tho' many In- 

• fiances may be given of long IntermiiTions of Parliaments, 
. yet that does by no means prove frequent and new Parliaments 
not to be Part of opr Conllitution ; and 'tis obvious to every 
impartial Perfon, that without them our Conllitution is de- 
fe^ve. For thefc Reafons I cannot approve of this Bill : I 
think it an open Violation of the People's Liberties, or, to 
fpeak moft mildly of it, a Breach of our Truft in that Part 
which will moft fenfibly afFed them ; and of that ill Tenden- 
cy in its Confequence, that as nothing but the Security, of the 
MiniHry can make it at this Time needful, fo nothing bat a 
{landing Force can make it lading. 

Mr Bromley fpoke next againfl the BilL 
Mr Speaker, 
%/ir Bromley's ' I may venture to aiHrm, that the Bill now before you is 

gccch againft the ^^ jjigj^^j. Concern to the Commons of Great Britain* than 
any that ever yet was before you : It takes away the People's 
Right of appointing their Reprefentatives ; it deprives the|n 
of their Share in the Legiflature, and^ in my Opinion, wounds 
the Conflitution of Parnaments very deep. 

' No Gentleman is ignorant, that the Frame of ourGo- 
yemment is made up of the King, the Lords, and the Co|a- 
jnons. Thefe, with Refpedl to each other, have ever bt^ 
;efteem'd feparate, altho', when put together, they noake but 
/one entire Government. The Duration of this Form of 
Government in England, longer than in our neighbourinflr 
Countries, is manifeilly owing to the Care taken by thote 
that^went before us, in keeping thefe three Conftituent Parts 
of the Political Body up to the Rules of their firft Ii^tntiony, 
by retraining Ea^h tg it$ proper Bounds^ and ii^ no( fofiermg' 
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One to be over-bom or iwallow'd up by the other two : Amioi.oeo.i» 
However thefc Three great Parts may in btker Refpedb be kJSJ^ 
confider'd, yet with Regard to the Legiflative they muft snEt 
in Conjuniftion. The Affentof Each to the Making of Laws 
is eflentially neceflary ; but the Manner of giving this Aflent 
is different in the People^ from what it is in the King, and m 
the Lords. The People, by Reafon, of their Number,* can- 
not be perfonally prefent at thepaffing of Laws j their Aflent 
can no otherwife be fignify'd, than by their Reprefentatives. 
The Difadvantage the Commons are, in this Re{pe6l, under,' 
is in feme fort made up to them by the Care taken in the 
Framing of our Government, That they fliould be truly andf 
fairly reprefented. 

* That EledUons' ftiall be free, is often declared in ou^' 
written Laws. 'Tis in Effed faying. That neither the Power 
of the Crown, nor the Power of the Lords, fhould interpoK 
in them. 

* The Refolution of this Houfe, renew'd every Seffidn,' 
viz. * That for a Lord to concern himfelf in the Eledlion of 

* Members to ferve for the Commons in Psurliament, is a 

* high Infringement of the Liberties and Privileges of thci^ 

* Commons of Great Britain,' fuificiently fhews the Jealoii^' 
the Commons ever had of the Lords intermeddling in tho 
Eleflions of their Reprefentatives. 

* The Attempts made on the King's Part, towards influeit* 
cing EleAions,' have been principally by Officers under the 
Nomination of the Crown. As this Mifchief from Time to 
Time appear'd. Laws were introduc'd providing againft it.. 
The Statute 7 Hen. IV. c. ij. recites that Law to bei 
made * At the grievous Complaint of the Commons of the 

* undue EledUons for Parliament,' and dire6b, among other 
Things, ' That Sheriffs (hould proceed to Eleftions freely ancf 

* indifferently, notwithffanding any Command to the con- 

* trary.' Many fubfequent Laws were made for preftrving 
to the People this Privilege, on which all other depend, <5 
being faithfully reprefented in Parliament. No lefs thai 
feven A6ls were made in King William's Time for that Pur- 
pofe : So greatly did the Endeavours of Officers to influence 
Eledions at that Time abound. The Statute of j. Will, and 
Mar. c. I , takes Notice, * That the Officers of the Excife, 

* by Rcafon of the Greatnefs of the Duty, and the extraor- 

* dinary Powers given to them, had frequently, by Threatt • 
< or Promifes, (o far prevail'd on Eledors, that they ha4 - 
*. been abfolutely debarr'd of the Freedom of giving thei^* 
^ Votes; which, according to the known. Conllitution of this 
^ Kingdom, every Perfbn ought to have and enjoy.' It then 
<na6b, * That any fuch Officer who perfwadcs or diflWadet \ 

* any Eleftpr from giving liis Vote, ihall forfeit one hundred ' 
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* Pounds, and be incapabk of executing any Office relating 

* to the Excife.' Another Law of the like Nattire was lately" 
made in Relation to the Officers concernM in coUefting 
the Foil-Office Buty. Thefe Laws are now all to be laid 
aJleep. Provifions made for proteding the People's Right 
cf Ekftlon mufl become infignificant. If Ekdions them- 
felves are no longer to be allowed* 

' The Care taken by the Founders of our Government ta 
preferve this Right, did not flop here i it was not fuffic/ent 
to that Furpofe^ that Eleftions fhould be free ; it was like- 
wife neceiTary that they ihould be frequent, 

* The People's Right to frequent Eleflions was founded 
on fubftantial Rcafons ; for fitice they, wJio could a^ no o- 
therwife than by Rcprefentatives, were capable of being mi* 
Hakcn in their Choice, and the Ferfon chofen liable to be 
tempted over to a Dependence on the Crown, or on the Lords, 
and thereby receive an undue Influence, it became neceffaiy 
that frequent Opportunides Ihould be given to the Commona 
to correct their Choice, and thereby prevent the Danger 
which the Unfaithfulnefs of their Reprefentatives might 
otberwlfe bring upon them. 

* That the People had a Right to frequent Eledions, is 
made unqueHionable by the bell of Evidence, Perpetual 
Ufage. 

* From the firft Footfteps of Parliaments, down to the Time 
of K.Henry VIII, not only from Records, but from the print- 
ed Statutes, the Frequency of Eleaions does appear. The moft 
Tepeated Inflancesj within that Period of Time, are of Par- 
liaments determining within the Compafs of a Year ; nu In- 
Itance where they continued longer than three. 

* King Charles I, that unfortunate Prince, was put upon 
governing without Parliaments ; but the NeceJTity of Affairs 
forcing him to change his Purpofe, a Parliament was caJl'd 
in the 1 6th Year of his Reign, in which a Law of an ejttra- 
ordinary Nature was pafs'd, viz. ' That in cafe the King did 

* not caJl a Parliament within three Years after the Dcter- 

* mination cf the preceding Parliament, then the Lord 

* Chancellor, ^c, fhould liTue Writs for that Purpofc ; ' wicli 
man)' other extraordinary Proviiions. That Parliament foon 
after perpetuated themfelves, fo far as it was capable of be- 
ing done ; and by an A £1 made the fame Year, ' they were 

* not to be difToIv'd but by A£t of Parliament.' To the long 
Continuance of which Parliament w^ere all the Calamities of 
the Civil War to be imputed. 

' This Statute of the i6th of Charles I wasrepe^l'd by the 
Statute of the i6th of Charles II. c. k Bat notwithlknding 
the fond Humour the Nation ^vas then in, even by the fame 
Aft it was dcdar'dj * That by the Laws of this Realm, Far- 
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might be a frequent Calling, Aflembling, and Holding 
Parliaments once in three Years at leaft, it was declared 
and enaded, * That Parliaments ihould not he intermit^ 

• ted above three Years at the moft. 

* In King Charles J I, Time another Turn of Policy was 
taken, which was to bring the Houfe of Commons to the Bent 
of the Miniflry, by the fecret A pph cation of Penfions to 
the Members, Such was the Modelty even of that Age, 
as not openly and avowedly to byafs with Offices, thofc 
who ought at leafl to be the faithful Reprefentatives of the 
people. 

* For the effe^ling of this pernicious Putpofe of corrupt* 
ing the Commons, it was neccilary that the Parliament 
Jhould be prolonged ; which it was for eighteen Years : AA 
furance of which being privately given to many of the 
Members, and there being Time fufficient to gain upon 
others, not fo far intrulled with the Secret, the Defign waa 
cffeded. And fuch was the Behaviour of that PaHiament, 
that it acquired the infamous Name of the Pcnfioner- Par- 
liament. 

' The Attack thns made on the Conilitutfon of Parlia- 
ments, by depriving the People of their Right of frequent 
Eleflions, gave Birth to the Jealoufy the Nation entertained, 
of the Intention that Prince had of afluming to himfelf a 
defpotick Power. How uncafy the later Part of his Reign 
became on that Account, is well known ; and this Nation 
has felt the Effeds of the Ferment and Divifions which tlien 
arofe ; and by the Artifice of ill-defjgning Minilters, have 
been ever fince continued. ^ 

* The People being warned by the narrow Efcape their 
Liberties met with from that Parliament, did, after much. 
Struggle, obtain this Law of Triennial Parliaments, the only 
Remedy left for preferving their ancient Conftitution, 

* And now, after above an hundred Millions given by 
the People, in order to prcferve their old Form of Govern- 
ment, here h a Bill fent us by the Lords^ ^vhich, if it 
pafies, mult expofe us again to the gteatert of Dangers, 
which is that of a long Parliament. 

' In the Time of that Penfioner-Parljament, which began 
in 1662, the Means of Temptation in the Miniilers Hand^ 
were not fo great as they now are : The Civil Lift is well 
nigh double to what it then was : The Dependence on the 
Crown h greatly enlarged ^ by Reafon of the Incrcafe of 
Officers for managing the publick Revenue and Funds. 
What Influence thefe may have upon an exhaufted Nation, 
under the Ternor which forty thoufend regular Troops carry 
with thrJO] i£ cafily forefeen, 
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' No Wonder the Lords, who are ever fond of Power, 
have fent us a Bill which admits of their having a Share in 
the Nomination of the Hoyfe of Commons : But I can't 
gueis what fhould induce them to expedl our Concurrence. 
Surely they cannot think fo meanly of us, that for the 
8ake of continuing our Seats here, we fhould give into what 
fo greatly afFeds the Rights of thofe that fent us. Can 
we be thought fo ungrateful, as to join in the Deih-udion 
of the Power that raisM us ? Can they think us fo unfaith- 
ful, as to betray our Truft in this grofs Manner, by re- 
nouncing our Relation to the People, and accepting from 
the Crown, and from themfelves, a Renewal of our Right 
to fit here ? Should they imagine us no longer to be influ- 
enced by the Rules of Jufiice and Morality ; yet methinka 
ihey fhould allow us to have fome Senfe of Shame remain- 
ing, which tauSt give us Pain when we return into our 
Countries, and look thofe in the Face whom we have fo 
greatly injur'd. 

* I would take Notice of a Matter that was mentioned in 
the Debate, viz. ' That fuppofing this Bill fhould undergo 
the Forms us'd in the pafUngof Bills, whether it would carry 
with it the Obligation of a Law ? Of this I own my (cif 
much in Doubt. 

* The Powers we are intruded with, as Reprefenjjitives 
of the People, appear in the form of the Writ for fum- 
moning the Parliament. And in the Indentures annexed to 
the Return, the Writ recites, * Whereas we have thought 
' fit to call a Parliament, touching divers iirgent ASiurs, 

* concerning Us, the State, and Defence of our Kingdom 

* of Great Britain,' It then requires, ' That the Sheriff do 
' caufe two to be defied Knights, Sec, to a£l in, and con- 
' fent to what fhall be ordain'd by the Common Council of 

* Great Britain, fuptr negotiis antedi&is, * 

' The Indenture annex'd to the Return, anfwers the Wri^ 
VIZ. * That they have eledted fuch and fuch to attend ac- 

* cording to the Tenor of the Writ, and given them fuU 

* Power to ad in, and tonfent to, all Things in the faid Par- 
' liament, which (hall be by Common Council and Confent 

* ordainM, touching the State and Defence of his KfajieSy's 
' Kingdom of Great Britain.* The Quezon then is. Whe- 
ther the Authority thus given us to a6^, touching the Defence 
of theGovemment, does enable us tolayaiideoneof the three 
great Eilates, the People, by denying them their Right of 
ailing by their Reprefentatives in Parliament, and confer 
quently their Share in the Legiflature ? Does the Power put 
into our Hands by the People, juflify oar tumii^ the Di^ 
ger into the Bowels Qf the Conftitution ? This Doubt la, in^ 
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t^fea&'d by the Notion that prevailed touching the Invalidity 
of the Statute of the i6th Car. I. c. 7. whereby that Parlia- 
ment was not to be diffolv'd but by an Adl of Parliament. 
No Aft of Parliament was ever made for that Purpofe ; 
which would certainly have been done, had the fubfequent 
Parlit^ent thought that a Law made in Diminution of the 
People's Intereft in the Legiflature had been valid, [// /x to he \ 

ebfer<v^d, that by an A3 of the Cdh'veniion that met in April 
1660, the Long Parliament that met in 1640 <was declared to he 
dijfol'ud : But that AQ ivas not confirmed hy Parliament^ as 
mofi of the other A&s of that Convention were hy the Stututfi of ^ 
the I ith Car. II. c, 7.] 

* I ihouJd be very willing to hear anfwer'd what a worthy 
Member who jufl now fpoke for committing the Bill, and 
own'd his Sentiments^ter'd touching the Triennial A^, has 
told the World in an excellent Treatife of his, [^Meaning Mr 
Molefiuorth^ in his Preface to his Account of Denmark"] * That 

* no People can give away the Freedom of themfelves and 

* their Pofterity : That fuch a Donation ought to be eileenCd 
' of no greater Validity than the Gift of a Child, or of a 

* M^d-man : That People cam no more part with, their legj 
' Liberties, than Kings can alienate their Crowns. 

* Every fiody is fenHble that thepublick Qccafiona will re- 
quire large Supplies ; and fhould fo much as a Doubt arife 
in Men's Minds touching^ the. Legality of the Taxes, it wijl 
tend to increafe the general Dillatisfaftion, fo often xnentL- 
on'd in this Debate, and fubjedl us to Hazard there is no Qcr 
cafion to run, did we content our felyes with, proceeding in 
the common Methods, which the U^ge.of many Ages does 
juHify. For thefe Reaibns I amagain^ committing th^ 
Bill. 

After Mr Bromley, Sir Robert Raymond fpoke likewife 
againft the Bill as follows. 
Mr. Speaker, 

* I .am very fenfible under what Difadvantage I muft Si^^i^s^Je^J' 
fp^k after fo long a Debate : I will therefore endeavour to a&ainft UkBiu. 
cpQtxad what occurs to me on this Subje^ and to avoid re- 
pealing what has bgen (aid before by other Gentlemen. . And 

in what I have to offer, I fhall obferve this Method ; I . wUl 
£rft.confider the Atguments that have been us'd.for tlm Bill, 
#nd then give my Reafons why I am againft it 

' The Arguments (or the Bill are, I think, chiefly thefe j 

' The Expences in EledUons. 

* The.Animofitiesand Divifiom made and continu'd bj 
Triennial Ele^ons, 

' The Advantages our Enemies (D^jf (alu: Qix\^k Animo* 
(ties and Divifions : And 
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* The Eticouragemeiit, I think no GcDtlem^n lias fpotc 
plainer^ that this Bill will giVe to our Allies to treat with udf 
and to enter into proper Alliances, for our mutual Benej 
and Advantage. 

* As to the Expences in Eledions, it muft be acknowledg'^ 
that they are grown very fcandalous, as well as grievous ; 
burthenfomc to the Gentlemen of England. They have in 
creas'd upon them, not from the Contcib of neighbouring 
Gentlemen witk one another, but from Strangers, by whai 
Influence or DlreOion I cannot tell, coming to their Boroughsj 
who have no natural Intereft to recommend them, nothinj 
but Bribery and Corruption, which has put Gentlemen unde 
the Neceffity of great Expences to preferve their Intereft 
and ferve their Country, And you muft give me leave 
addj that another Caufe has been, the Impunity that Briber 
and Corruption have met with in this Houfe, when thcj^ 
bave been very notorious, and very fully detefled. But, j 
fear, this Bill can be no Cure to that Evil, it will rather inJ 
creafe h; for as the Term of the Continuance of a Parlia^ 
ment is prolonged, fo the E3q5ences will in creafe witb it. Au 
Annuity for feven Years deferves a better Confideration^ tha 
for three ; and thofe that will give Money to get inti 
Parliament, will give more for feven than for three Years,! 
Nothing will fo effeftually prevent Expences, as Annual Par 
liaments: That was our ancient Gonfticution, and every De-J 
parting from It, is ufually attended with great Inconven 
ences. 

' As for our Animofities and Divifions, I am forry thersi 
are any, but cannot believe this Bill will be a Remedy fori 
them* The Animofities and Divifions raisM by Eleftion* 
are of a private Nature, and little afFe£t the PubJick i thofe 
that doj are otherwife to be accounted for, which might have 
been extinguifti'd i but the Opportunities have been neglect- 
ed, and I wifli fome Perfons have not ftudy'd rather to con* 
tinue and in creafe them, than to extinguifh them, I will 
Ipeak plainly on this Occafion. I think the greateft Ani- 
mofities and DI viJIons, the greateft Difcontents and Uneafi* 
jiefles now among us, have been owing to the unreafonablo j 
Kcfentments, Avarice, and Ambition of fome, and to the im-^ 
accountable Folly and Madnefs of others. 

' That our Enemies will take Advantage of our Divifion%l 
la not to be doubted, if it is in their Power ; but I muft ob- 1 
ferve, that fince the Triennial A£l pafs'd, there have been j 
len feveral Parliaments calFd, moil of them when you were J 
adually in War, your Animofities and Divifions great* and 
your Enemies vigilant ; yet no Inconveniences followed* Rot\ 
were any, as I have heard of, fo much as attempted at th« 
Tim^ Qf thofe Ele^ons. 
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couragement this will give to your Allies ta enter into Trea- 
ties with you. No one ihys they want this Encour^ement t 
no one fays they ask it ; fo thai I may conclude this is only 
a Pretence* I ftiould be forry we haul fuch Allies as would 
not treat with his M^efty without our giving up our Gonfli^ 
tution. Should the like be ask 'd of them, they would cer- 
taijily entertain fuch a Propofition with the Contempt and In- 
dignation it defenr^d. But what you are now going to do# 
inllead of itrengthening the King's Hands, will, I am per- 
fwaded, lefTen bim in the Opinion of his Allies -, for this is 
proclaiming to the World, that he dares not caU a new Par- 
liament ; that be dares not truftthc People in a new Choice, 
Befides, not daring to call a new Parliament, carries along 
with it a Suppofition to the Difhonour of this Houfe ; for ic 
fuppofes that another Houfe of Commons would ad diffe* 
Tcntly from the prefent ; which is to confefs that this Houfe 
does not truly reprefent the People ; that they and their 
Reprefentatives are of different Minds ; and that if they 
were to chufc again, they would chufe Men of other Prind- 
plesj of other Sentiments. 

* I will not trouble yon farther with Anfwcfs to the Ar* 
guments for this BiH j thofe againil it, that weigh moit with, 
me, are thefe : That frequent new Parliaments are our Con- 
ititution ; that a long Parliament is plainly dellrusflive of the 
Subject's juft Right, and many Ways inconfiilent with the 
Good of the Nation. Is it reafonable any particular Men 
Ihould for a long Time engrofs fo great a Trult^ cxcluilve of 
others ; Can it be of Advantage to tlic Publick, that the 
Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, Ihould be long confined to 
thofe they have once chofcn, their Interelb admitting of 
great Variation in Length of- Time ? 

* Frequent new Parliaments are our Conftitutton, and the 
Calling and Holding of them was for many Ages the Prac- 
ricc* Before the Conqueil, Parliaments were hdd three 
Times every Year, at Chrilbnas, Eafter, and Whitfuntfde. 
In Edward the III, Time it was enafted, * That Parlia- 
* ments jhould be holden every Year once, or oftnerif need 
be' Thia mufl be underllood of new Parliaments, for Pro- 
rogations and long Adjournments were not then known j they 
were never heard of *Eill later Years, They began in Henry 
the VIII, Time, that Prince and his Minifters knowing long 
Farliamenta were bell htted to niake great Changes. They 
were therefore Inventions when extraordinary Things were 
to be done* when what was then the Church was to be alter'dj, 
and the Church-L^ndi to be taken away. There h nothing 
of this Sort noWt I hope, intended. From that Timeout 
Hiilories tell lis, that when ever the f;uii? Pirliamentfi were 
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ViuHijuGn.T, bccaufe tKfy chofe you to ferve them no longer. Wit% 
'^' ■ great Submiflion I fpcak it, in my poor C^inion, King* 
Lords, and Commons can no more continue a Parliament 
beyond m n2.tural Duration, tlian they can make a Parlia- 
jneDt, I know at extraordinary Junctures, Conventions 
have been (umM into Parltaments ; but ic has been thought 
fldvifeable foon to determine them, and to pafs Ads in the 
fubfcquent Segal Parliaments, to conBrm wliat they have 
done. And I make no doubt^ but if this Bill paiTt;^ into a 
Law, and this parliament is continued more than three 
YearS| there will be an Aft in the fucceeding Parliament to 
confirm whatever Ihall be done after the three Years. There 
is an Inftance in your Statute- Book, where all the A£h of 
a Parliament were declared void, and repeard, bccaufe the 
Parliament w25 unlawfully fummon'dj and the Mi^mbers 
not duly chofen. * 

' i need not urge farther, that the wifefl Governments 
that liave preferved a Face of Liberty, have never continued 
thofe longy with whom they have intrnfted the fopreme 
Fower* 

* That by this Bill, you have all the Mifchief of a long 
Parliameoi, without any of the Good of a fliort one. 

* That a Handing Parliament and a Handing Army arc 
convertible, and only neceflary to fupport one another* 

* And that there can be no Occafion for this Bill at this 
Time, bccaufe this Parliament may have cwo more Seflions, 
if the King pleafes, 

* But as I have already taken up fo much of your Time, 
I ib all only add, that for the Reafons I have given, I am a- 
gainil committing this Bill. 

Thefe were the chief Arguments that were mg'd on 
either Side, for and againft the Bill j and u|ion the whole 
Matter it was refolv'dj by a Majority of ^84 againft i6a, 
that the Bill be committed to a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, 

Jffrfi z$. Two Petitions againU the faid Bill, one of 
the Borough of Horftiam, the other of Weftbury, were pre^ 
fen ted to the Houfe and read : The laft of them was or- 
der'd to lie on the Table j but the Houfe taking Offence 
at an ExpreiGon in that from Horfham, viz. * That they 
' look'd upon it as an Overturning of the Con Citation, and 
* as an Infringement of their Liberties, ' rejected their Pe- 
tition. After this Mr Lechmere moved, and the Queflioti 
^mfiti^'^Z™ was propofed. That it be an Inflruaion to the Committee 
.K..ti- — Qf tijj. whole Houfe, to whom the faid Bill was committed^ 

that they have Leave to receive a Claufe, to difablc Per- 
fons from b§ing chofc M^mbexs of citlier ^oufe* of Farlia- 
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mmii who have Penfions diiring Pleaftire, or any Number AM«t*G».i* 
of Years : BuC General Stanhope having reprefentedt thac '^^' 
fucJi a Claufc would but clog the Bill, and endanger its Mif- 
carriage. Part of It being derogatory to the Privileges of 
the Houfe of Lords ; and that if any Jealoory were enter- 
tained of the Members of the Houfe of Commons having 
Penfions from the Crown, a Biil might be brought in to ex- 
dude them ; the previous Qudlion being put, that the 
Queition be now put, it paiTed in the Negative. Then the 
Houfe, Jn a Grand Commiciee, of which Mr Hampden was 
Chairman, went thro* the Bill, and dire^fted it to be reported 
without any Amendment j which being done, the Houfe 
orderM it to be read the third Time the next Day. After 
this General Stanhope moved, and it was ordered accord- 
ingly. That Leave be given to bring in a Bill to dilable 
any Perfon from being chofe a Member of, or fitting and 
voting in, the Houfe of Commons who has any Penfion 
during Pleafure, or for any Number of Years, from the 
Crown ; and that General Stanhope, Mr Craggs, and Mr 
Bofcawen, do prepare and bring in the fame. 

April 26. Two Petitions againit the faid Bill, one of M^irePctjtioiti 
the Borough of Caerdiffe* the other of Petersfield, being pre- ifcTri^iSliAl, 
fented to the Houfe, and read, were ordered to lie upon the 
Table, After which, the Bill was read a third Tlme^ and 
opon Mr Hampden's Motion, the Queftion was put. That 
the Bill do pafs, which occafion'd a Debate Uiat lalled £^^'^f'**„J^'* 
about two Hours. Thofe who fpoke againll the Bill, were scpi!:nQii*i hjil 
Mr Freeman, Mr Hungerford, Mr Wykes, and Lord Finch, m>^;X?' 
who were feverally anfwerM by Sir Richard Steele, Mr JJJ w'E^J^ 
Bofcawcn, Sir WilJiam Thomplbn, Mr Erie, Mr Tufhell, t^^^ piriC 
and Sir John Brownlow, Mr Boit^wen, 

Mr Freeman and Mr Hungerford having, among other ^r ^^'ji.- '^'^^^p^'** 
Things, infifted, That no iatis&Oory Anfwer had yet been s^r J^ar^oirrtr, 
made, cither as to the Trult reposed in the Commons by 
their Principals, or as to the repealing the Triennial Aft 
Now, MrTufnell, Member for Mali£n, made thereupon 
the following Speech* 

Mr Speaker^ 

* I think the only Queftfon before us is. Whether the Mr Ttrfhcif^ 
Triennidi Aa, as it now Jlands, or as it is proposM to be ^P*^ '^"^ ^ ^^^^ 
altered by this BiU, is likely to conduce moft to the Benefit 

of the Publick ? However, fince in this Debate there hm 

been a good deal faid of the Conftitution of Parliaments, i 
mull beg Leave to mention a Word or two on thac Subjed. 

* That Parliaments were anciently to be held annually* 
appears by two A&s made, the one in the 4th, the other 
b the |6th of Edward IIL But tho' they wert: to be held 

anaually^ 
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Mao^tuOto.h aimixalty, or oftner if Occafion fhoald be, in okLer to rette- 
- ^ - dy the Grievances of the People, yet I ca&*t £nd that there 
ever was any Time limited for Eledions : Bat as the 
Crown had always the Power of diflblving, {o likewiie of 
calltne a P&rliament whenever they thought fit. There was 
indeed a Triennial Ad made in the i6th of Charks I» T9 
frtvittt thi Incoitviniences ^icb mof tnijk hy tbt hng Imiir-' 
mijpfm of Parliaments ; and therefore it provided, ' That 
' there fhould be a Seffion once in three Years ; * but by no 
Means limited any Time for the Duration of Parliaments. 
This Ad was repealed in the i6th of Charles II, becaa(e 
^ere were fome Provi£ons made in it, which were look*d 
upon as a Derogation to the Rights of the Crown. I be- 
lieve I may venture to fay, the firft Reftridion which ever 
the Crown ky ^nder, as to die Continuance of Parliaments^ 
was in the 6ch of William and Mary. Then fprang up the 
Triennial Law, which is the Subjed of our prefent Debate ; 
and which, however well defign*d, was certainly an Inno- 
vation, 'till then unheard of. So that what is now offered in 
this Bill, is only, in fome Meafure, to reinftate the Crown 
in that Power which it had always enjoyed. And I can't 
but be furpriz'd, that thofe Gentlemen who have hitherto 
boafted themfelves to be the zealous Aflertors of the Prero^ 

Edve of the Crown, fhould of a fudden be fo fond of a 
w which undoubtedly is a very great Diminution of it 
I hope I ihall not be mifunderftood, as if this were the only 
Reafon which induces me to approve of the prefent Bill : 
No, though I fhall always have a due Regara to the Pre- 
rogative, yet if I could imagine that this Bill would prove 
the lead Detriment to the Publick, the leaft Infiingement 
of the Liberties of my Fellow-Subjeds, my Vote fhould 
never flatter any Crown, fo far, as to revive fuch a Pro- 
xogative. 

* The Defign of this Bill is only to enlarge the Time for 
the Continuance of Parliaments, by making them Septennial 
inflead of Triennial. Of the Law, as it now flands, we have 
already had the Experience about two and twenty Years 1 and 
what Advantage have we gained ? Has it ever anfwer'd one 
fingle End for which it was intended ? On the oontnuy, ha^ 
it not produced the mofl mifchievons Efieds ? Whatcodlefs 
Pivifions has it created among Neighbours, Friends, nay, 
the nearefl Relations ? How has it ruin'd Gentlemen^s Eftates, 
Made them not only Beggars, but Slaves to the very mean- 
ffl of the People ? What a Scene of Corruption has it eftxf 
where introduced ? How has it debauched the Morals of dit 
Nation ? Even the Adminiflration of Provincial Jnfilce^ 
which has always been efieem'dthe Glory of ourCooftitotiooK 
kat been infcded : And I wiib the Infcdion may have rcachM 
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TiO faj-ther. Thefa are fome of the fktat Confet^uences we 
have already experienced by this Triennial Law $ and thofe 
alone, in my humble Opinloo, would be fufHcient Reafons 
for the Aiteratioti of tt. Howerer, le^ us confider the pre- 
lent Ciroimftances of our Affairs, In order to it^ lee us a 
little look b^Lck to the Original of our Misfortunes : And are 
they not owing to that unreafonabic Cry of the Danger of 
the Church, under the fpecious Pretence of fupporting the 
Church of England, though manifeiUy in Favour of that of 
Rome ? That unhappy De!afion, which haa been fo induUri-^ 
ouily^ fo maliciouily fpread^ and fo fatally indulged I Let ui 
con^der chat unnatural, unprovoked Rebellion, which has 
fo lately rag'd among us ; and that fallen groundlefs Spirit 
of Difcontenr which itHl lies murmuring in fa many traiter- 
a us Breails, And notwithiianding that Inditl^rence, nay Con* 
temptfWith which I hear the Argumentof our Alliances treat- 
ed by fome Gentlemen, ImuHown Icannoc but think there 
ought to be a good deal of Strefs laid upon It : For how can 
we imagine, that any Foreign Powers wilt readily enter into 
any Treaties with us, for our Advantage^ without fome Secu^ 
nty that they fhall be made eifeftual, as long as our Govern* 
ment is fubjed to fuch a Fluf^uation, and as It were Trieit* 
nial ? Efpecially if it be confider'd in how ihameful and how 
infamous a Manner the Grand Alliance was broken ; the Faith 
of Treaties violated ; the Credit of this Nation funk ; jts In* 
terefts betrayed j our ancient and beil Allies abandon'dt and 
ill treated i new ones fought for, and carefs^d^ with no other 
Defign, but to make us a more eafy Prey to the Pretender P 
Nay, have we not too juJl Ground to fufpetT: that this Caufc 
has all along been underhand fupport«d by thefe very Allies* 
the old inveterate Enemies of our Conltitution, who are al- 
ways envious of our Profperity, and only wait a fair Oppor- 
tunity to give us freih Diilurbances ? And could their Vigi- 
lance^ their artful Management, and their Treafurc, joined 
with the unwearied Endeavours of a reHIefs Faflion at Home, 
procure an Eleftion in their Favour^ what would be the Con- 
tequence, but to unloofe the Doors of your Prifons, to fet 
Traitors once more at ihe Head of your AiTfiirSt to give them 
an Opportunity of re-ading their former unfiniih'd Scenes of 
Treachery, to make you a tributary Province to France, and 
for ever coinpleat the Ruin of thefe Kingdoms ? To fee the 
Brkifh Honour thus prollituted, the once Arbitrefs of Eu- 
rope thus infuJ^ f rhefe Things, I fay, ought to raifc in 
every Bcittfh Breaft a juil Refentment of the Injuries of hit 
Country, After all, I am fenfible there have been feveral 
Obje^ons nude agRinft this Bill, which carry an AirofPo^ 
pularity %vith fKcm ; yet which, upon Examination, maf( ap« 
pear 10 be df no real Weight. I ihaU Cake Notice of but 
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fy*^,^^ &ron yoar Indalgoice. It is faid, our fileOon choie at 
their Reprefentadves but for three Years, and that we can*t 
polong the Term without betraying that Troft which thejr 
have repos'd in us. In Anfwer to which I muft defire Gen- 
demen to confider the Nature of the Writs of Summoiis^ and 
the Retnrns to them : Is it not to confult dg Rtbus mriuis 
Rtgni f and that they fhould have plenum &* fi^/idenUm P9* 
teflaiem fro Je et Communitatt Comitatus fradi&u & fnedUm 
t9rum Cinnum (sT Burgorum^ dwifim ah ipfis^ ad facinulum 
fU9d de commtud CtifiUo ordinari coHtigerit in Pr^emiffit : Ii4i 
quod pro defe3u htjufmodi Potejtatis Negotia pradiSa hfiSm 
non remontant ? Nay, may not the fame Objection be made 
againil the repealing or altering any Law in Force at the 
Time of an Eiedion, and confequently defeat the very End 
for which a Parliament is chofen ? And I fhould be glad to 
know what particular Authority they were invefled with» who 
made the Triennial Law, which was certainly a great Alte- 
ntion of the ConfHtution ? There is another Thi^ which I 
^nd is very much infilled on, and that is, Suppofli^ this Bill 
were leafonable, yet why now ? Becaufe 'tis now. there's the 
mofl Occafion for it. Are we not every Day thredten'd with 
new Infurreftions, new Invafions ? And is it not the Propped 
of Succefs at the next Eledion, however ill-grounded, which 
fiill keeps alive the Spirit of Jacobitifm ? 

' No Wonder then there are fuch Clamours rais'd without 
Doon againfl this Bill, by the Enemies to our Government, 
as well knowing that this muft prove its befl Security ; that 
it muft effedlually defeat their Meafures ; that it muft ftrike 
at the very Foundation of all their traiterous Defigna ; and 
for ever blaft the Pretender's Hopes of rekindling the Flamb 
of Rebellion. In fhort, I am fo entirely convinced, not only 
of the Reafonablenefs, but of the abfdute Neceffity of thu 
Billy in order to put an End to our unhappy Divifions, to ftop 
that raging Deluge of Corruption which is fo univerfklly 
fpread diroughout the whole Nation, to make the Crown & 
cafy on his Majefly's Head, and perpetuate the Proteftant 
Succeffion in his Royal Family ; and at the fame Time, that 
it is no ways prejudicial to the Rights and Liberties of the 
Sabjeds of Great Britain ; that how ill foever a Recommeo- 
dation it may be to any future EledUon, if I can have but 
the Pleafure to fee mv Country fecur'd, to fee thefe Bleffingt 
£x'd upon a folid and lafting Foundation, and if I can have 
but the Honour to contribute the leaft Share towards fi> g^ 
rious a Work, my Ambition will be fufficiendy rewarded, tho** 
I fhould, by this Day's Vote, for ever after bt exdoded a 
Place in this H9ufc/ /• . * . 

^ Tbe 
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The Lord Guernfe)^ having, in tlie Courfe of thia Debate, aww 2. gm. l 
averted, ' That if a Man did not fall into all the Meafurcs ^^J^^^^^-^. 
of the Mim^t and lap with them like the Men of Gideon, Laid c^^Jly^^ 
he was immcdiateljr Brow-beaten/ Mr Bofcawcn anfwer'd, MrBjfciwea/ 
* That that honourable Member was of another Opinion noc 
many Weeks beTore ; fo that what he now faid mufl proceed 
either from Itefentmeat or Difappointment.' Sir John 
BrownJow faid, * That for his own Part, he ncither\vpeaed ^^^J-^™'^»*' 
nor looked for a Place : That he would noc have been for 
this Bill during the laH Miniftry, becaufe he was fure they 
would have made an ill Ufe of it, but that he was for it 
Now, becaufe he was fatisJied the prefent MiniAers woidd not 
abufe It/ 

Upon the whole Matter the Queftion being put. That the tkc Bill for repeal* 
Bill do pafs, it was carry'd in the Affirmative by 26+ Votes i^ ^'JS^*^ 
againft 121 ; and Mr Hampden was ordered to carry the ^^* 
BiU back to the Lords* 

May z. The Lords having Tent down to the Commons a 
Bill, in titled, j^n AH fir aik^wijtg of Cmnfel t§ all Perfons 
*uik& Jhaii ht prccudid agmnft m Bariiamint fir £in^ Crimex piKfcnt ftomth* 
ofTrtafan^ or Mifprijlon 0/ ^nafin ; to which they defir'd the Jj^f'*^ fe%tin| ta 
Concurrence of the Commons, the faid BiU was read the firlt ttifnvfnmily Uw 
Time ; and after fome Debate, the Queftion being put. That ^™°*""^^ 
it be read a fccond Time, it pafs'd m the Negative. 

By this Bill Counfcl for Pnfoucf^, In Cafes of High Trea- 
fan, were to be permitted to fpeak to Matters of Fad as well 
ai Poinds of Law. 

Nothing farther material happened in the Houfe, during 
this Seffion ; but perhaps it may not be improper to take No- 
tice, that the King having refolv'd to viJit his German Do- 
minions ; and by tlie Aft of Setdemcnc his MajeHy being re- 
Itrain'd from going out of the Kingdom^ without Confent of TteAa, foircy 
Farliament, a Motion was made by Sir John Cope» and fe- fratirplnKeQio? 
conded by Mr Hampden, for bringing in 2 Bill to repeal ^^f^Hd«uip «• 
that Cbufe of the £aid Ad ; which Bill was accordingly 
brought in AVi^. C&&. and pafi into a Law. 

Jmi 26* The King went to the Houfe of Peers, and 
the Commons attending, his Majefty gave the Royal A0ent 
to feveral publick and private Bills ; after which the Lord 
Chancellor read the following Speech delivered into his Handi 
by hii Majeily from the Throne. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" 1 Cannot pec an End to this Sefllon, without ex^preCing Kitit'iSpeKhit 
« I to you my Sathfaaion in the Proceedings of this Par* ^^s^^^f*' 
** lianieiit* The whoJeibmc and neceifary Laws which have 
** been paisM with fo much Stcadinefs, Rcfolution, and Una- 
*• nimity, wiU^ I tmft in God, anfwcr thoft good Ends 
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"which, it is evident, you have had id Vi^, by defeating 
" the Dcfigns and reducing the Spirit of our Enemies, by 
" encouraging our Friends, and raifing the Credit and Re- 
" putatiori of the Nation Abroad to fuch a Degree, as that I 
** may reafonably expeft the Fruits of a fettled Government ; 
" efpecially being fupported by a Parliament zealous for the 
*• Profperity of their Country, and the Proteftant Intereft 
** of Europe. 

'< I am confident my Conduft hitherto, in fuppreffing the 
** Rebellion, and punifhing thofe concern'd in it, has been 
** fuch, as demonftrates that I deiire rather to leflen their 
•* Numbers by reclaiming them, than by making Examples i 
** but I am forry to find that the numerous Inflances of Mercy 
*« which I have fhewn, have had no other EfFeft, than to en- 
•* courage the Fa£Uon of the Pretender, to renew their In- 
«* fults upon my Authority, and the Laws of the Kingdom, 
" and even to afFeft, with the greateft Infolence, to difHn- 
<' guiih themfelves from my good and faithful Subjeds, a^g 
*« with fuch Folly and Madnefs, as if they intended to con- 
" vince the World, that they are not to be reduced to Quiet 
** and Submifilon to my Government, by fuch gentle Methods 
** as are mod agreeable to my own Inclinations. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

** I return you, in particular, my Thanks for the Supplies 
** you have given ; which, although they fall fhort of the. 
** Sums you found neceflary, and have voted, for the Set • 
*• vice of the whole Year ; yet, by the Encouragement yoo. 
** have given to make them efFeftual, may, I hope, be ib 
*' manag*d as to carry on the current Service 'till another 
** Seflion of Parliament. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" I am very fenfible there are Matters of great Cdnfis 
*• quence ftill depending before you ; but as they have hither- 
«* to been poftpon'd, out of abfolute Neceffity, by intenre- 
** ning Affairs of a more prefling Nature and of the moft 
•* immediate Concern to the Peace and Safety of the Nation, 
« I thought the Seafon of the Year required I fhoald defer 
«* your farther Proceedings 'till the next Seffion, rather 
«* than you ihould be detained out of your reipedive Conn- 
** tries longer than could be confiflent with your private 
" Concerns. 

" I cannot doubt but that, during this Recefs, you will 
«* all ufe your beft Endeavours to preferve the Peace of the 
*< Kingdom, and to difcourage and fupprefs all Manner of 
*« Diforders, fmce, as the firft Scene of the late Rebefiion 
" was open'd and ufher'd in by Tumults and Riots, £o you 
*• may be affur'd, upon what Pretence foever they are rais'd^ 
*^ they can have no pther Tendency, but to fupport the Sjrf* 
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** lit of a Faflion, reliefs and unwearyM in their Endea- auiwi. cm, 
*' vours to renew the Rebel Ifoiij and to fubvert the Religion, 
*' Laws, and Liberties of their Coantry. 

"^ I defign CO make Ufe of the ^ipproachiixg Recefs, to vific 
** my^ Dominions in Germany, and to provide for the Peace 
*' and Security of the King<.!oni, during my Abfeace, by 
** conititQting my beloved Son^ the Prince of Wales, Guaj- 
** dian of the Roilm, and my Lieutenant within the fame- 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majelly's Command, 
prorogued the Parliament Eo the 7th Day of Augutt ; after '^^^ ^^\imm^ 
which they were farther prorogued to the ^oth of Fcbrn- ^'^***'***' 
aiy, 1716*17. 

MiiMMMMMMMMM 

SPEECHES and D EBATES 

In the Second Session of the 
F$rji Tarlmment of King George I. 

THE King came to the Houfe of Peers, on the 20th Aiuiot. Cw.l 
of Februar)'', and the Commons being fent for and '^iS-ij* 
attending, the Lord Chancellor read his MajeAy't 
Speech, aj follows ; 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" T Was in Hopes that the Succefs which Jt pIcasM dad to ^^ ^^^^ 
** X give us, in defeating the late Rebellion, inight have - ^ 
** fecur'd to the Nation, Peace, Plenty, and Tranquility. 

*^ My Endeavours have not been wanting, during your 
'* Recefs, to improve the happy Pro fpevl which wa> in View, 
'* by entering into fuch Hegotiations as I judg'd moll conda- 
*' dve to thofe good Ends ; and 'tis with Pleafure lean ac- 
*' quaint you, that many Defeds in the Treaty of Utrechr, 
*' which very nearly affe^ed the Trade^ and even the Secu- 
" rity of thefe Kingdoms, have been remedied by fubfequcnt 
" ConvenEions ; the happy Confcquences of which liave ai- 
** te^y very fenfibly appeared by the flourifliing Condition 
** of our Trade and Credit, 

** ^y tlie Alliance litely concluded with France and th« 
" S tales- Genera^ we are foon to be eas'd of all future A^- 
" prehenfions from Dunkitk and Mardyke ; the Pretender 
*• if aftiially m oved beyond the Alps ; his Adlierents ar« 
^ dcprif M of all Uopea of Support and Countenance froia 
t. '' France i 
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Anno J^Geo'i- " Fi^ce ; and even the Afliftancc of that Crown is ftip» 

** It feem'd reafonable to exped, that fuch a Situation of 
'* Affairs at Home and Abroad fhould have recovered, from 
'' their Delufion, all fuch of our Subje^ as had unhappily 
** been feduced by the Craft and Wickednefs of defperate 
" and ill-defigning Men, and thereby have afforded me the 
'< Opportunity which I defir'd, of following the natural Bent 
** of my own Inclinations to Lenity, by opening this Seffion 
•* with an Ad of Grace ; but fuch is the obftinate and inve- 
" terate Rancour of a Fa£Uon amongft us, that it hath again 
'*' prompted them to animate and ffir up foreign Powers, to 
•* difturb the Peace of their native Country : They will 
*' choofe rather to make Britain a Scene of Blood and Con- 
** fuiion, and to venture even the putting this Kingdo^^un- 
** der a foreign Yoke, than give over their darling Defign of 
** impoiing a Popifti Pretender. 

** I have order'd to be laid before you Copies of Letters 
•* which have pafs'd between the Swedilh Muiiffiers on this 
** Occafion, which contain a certain Account of a prqjeded 
" Invafion ; and I promife my felf, from your experienced 
•* Zeal and Affieftion to my Perfon and Government, that 
'* you will come to fuch Refolutions as will enaUe me, by 
*' the Bleffing of God, to defeat all the Defigns of our 
^^ Enemies againft us. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons » 

** I did hope the putting an End to the late RebeHion 
*^ would /have fo far fecur'd the Peace, and Tranquility of 
♦• the Nation, that I might, confiftently with the Safety of 
** my People, have made a coniideraUe Redudion of the 
** Forces ; but the Preparations which are making from A« 
*' broad to invade us oblige me to ask fuch Su]n>lies, as yoo 
** (hall find abfolutely neceffary for the Deduce of the 
V Kingdom. 

" You are all fenfible of the infupportable Weight of the 
** National Debts, which the PubUck became engiig'd for 
** from the Neceffity of the Times, the PreiTures of a long 
** and expenffve War, and the languifhing State of Pablick 
^ Credit ; but the Scene being now fo happily changed, if 
^' no new Difturbances ihall plunge us again into SU'eights 
** and Difficulties, the general E.^qpedation feems to reaoire 
** of you, that you fhould' turn your Thoughts towaiyls tome 
^ Method of extricating your felves, by reducing, by Dc" 
«* grees, the Debts of the Nation, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, > . 

^* 1 have an entire Confidence in you, and have tbcrelbrf 
^ nothing to ask, but that you would take fuch Meafnre^ as 
f will bc| fecurc youjr ReJigipn and liberties : While yoo 

y prefervf 
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** prefenre thofe ineftimable Bleffings, I (hall fit eafy and fafe Anno j. ow. i» 
" on my Throne, having no other View but the Happinefff s^Jr^^r*^^ 
*• and Profperity of my People. 

The Commons being returned to their Houfe^ General Cen- stanhope uyr 
Stanhope, by his Majefty^s Command, laid before them Co- Sv^S ^x^'t 
pies of Letters which pafs*d between Count Gyllenborg, the Ji^jg^ sieSS^ 
Barons Gortz and Sparre, and others, relating to the Defign 
of raifing a Rebellion in his Majefty's Dominions, to be fup- 
ported by a Force from Sweden ; and the faid Copies were 
read in the Houfe : After which, Mr. Thomas Onflow mov'd J£jP"??'^ 
for an Addrefs of Thanks to his Majefly. He was Seconded <lrda^^mnk^'' 
by Sir John Brownlow, who faid, 'That we had no need of sir John Brownior. 
the King of Sweden to maintain the Englifli Liberties and 
fupport ScChurch of England.' This in Count Gyllen- 
boi^*s and Baron Gortz's Letters, was hinted to be the Pre- 
tence of the intended Invafion. Mr. Hungerford took this Mrifani^fofd, 
Occafion to fay, * That he was forry to find that a Member 
he had in his Eye \meaning Mr. Robert Walpole^ was men«. 
tion'd in thofe Letters ; but that he had the Honour to de- 
fend him formerly, and would be ready to do the like for 
the future.* 

February 2 1 . The Commons made their Orders, and came 
to the Refolutions ufual at the opening of a new Seflion ; 
Then Mr. Tho. Onflow reported the Addrefs to his Majefty, 
which was read and agreed to by the Houfe; after which, 
they ordcr'd, l^em. Con, that a Bill fliould be brought in to 
authorize his Majefty to prohibit Commerce with Sweden, a bui ordered to be 
during fuch Time as his Majefty fliould think it neceflary {jSycJiS' '**''*" 
for jthe Safety and Peace of his Kingdom. A Member having with swedmk^ 
mov'd for declaring War againft Sweden, Gen. Stanhope 
faid ; ' That it was Time enough to do that, if the King of 
Sweden refused to difown the Pra£Uces of hisMinifters.' 

February, 22. The Houfe prefented the following Ad- 
drefs to the King. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

* "\70UR Majefty's duuful and loyal Subjedb, the Com- ^he Commoni 
' j[ mons of Great Britain in Parliament aflfembled, re- Addrds. 

* turn your Majefty their humbleft Thanks for your moft 

* gracious Speech from the Throne. 

* Your Majefty's fafe and happy Return into your King- 

* doms gave an univerfal Joy to ail your People ; and as the 
' prudent Adminiftration of the Government by his Royal 

* Hiehnefs the Prince of Wales, under your Majefty, did 

* in lome Degree make the Want of your Royal Prefence 
' more eafy to us, we beg Leave to congratulate your Ma- 
^ jcft^ upon the Peace 9m Security that, during your Maje- 

* fty's 
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.Ceo.i. -« fty's Abfencc, was, by the great Care of his Royal 
Highnefs, preferv'd in the Kingdom, to the general Satis- 

* faction of all your Subjefls. 

* We can never fufiiciently acknowledge the repeated In- 

* ftances of your Majelly's Goodnefs, and unweary'd Con- 

* cern for the Welfare of your Kingdoms ; we fee with Ad- 

* miration many of the fatal Defedls of the Treaty of 

* Utrecht, and the great Difadvantages that were imposed 

* upon this Nation, at the Head of a vidlorioos Army and 

* powerful Confederacy, happily remedied by your Majefty, 

* even in the M!dft ofintelUne Dangers and Troubles. Your 

* confummate Wifdom has renew'd thofe Alliances that were 

* bafely betray'd and difiblv'd, and concluded fuch new 

* Treaties as may render the Peace fafe and lafting ; and we 
' are at a Lofs to determine, whether in future Ages the 
' fufferingthe Demolition of the Port of Dunkirk to be ican- 

* daloufly evaded, will be a greater Reproach, or the pro- 

* curing the Deftruftion of the Sluices of Mardykc a greater 

* Honour, to the Britifh Nation. 

* We cannot at the fame Time, but with the higheft Re- 

* fentment and Indignation, look upon the obftinate and 

* inveterate Rancour of thofe who are again endeavouring 

* to embroil tiieir native Country in Blood and Ccmfiifion. 

* It is aflonifhing to find, that any, who call themfelves 
' Proteftants, can be fo inflexible and reiUefs in their £n- 

* deavours, to impofe upon us a Popifh Pretender; and 

* rather venture to fubjedl the Kingdom to a foreign Yoke, 

* than depart from their darling and avow'd Defign-of alter- 

* ing and fubverting the prefent happy Efbhl^ffmicnt in the 
' Proteflant Succeffion. ' 

* We adore the watchful Eye of Heaven, that has fo 

* wonderfully guarded and protedled your facred Perfbn, and 

* cannot toq much extol the Wifdom and Vigilance that have 

* been us'd in fo early and feafonably difcovering this de- 

* fperate Attempt. And in cJrder moft eflFeftually to defeat 

* it, your faithful Commons, with Hearts fincerely zealous 

* in the Caufe of their King and Country, afTure your Mia- 

* jefly, that they will to the utmoft ftand by and fupporc 

* your Majefty againft all your Enemies at Home and 

* Abroad, that fhall in any Manner prefume-to aid oraibet 

* the Pretender to your Crowri, and will mofl chearfoUy 

* grant to your Majefty fuch Supplies as fhall be found ne- 

* ccfTary for the Safety of your Royal Perfon^ and the Dc- 

* fence of the Kingdom. 
* We are all but too fenfible of the unfupportable Weight 

* of the National Debts, and therefore will not negled to 

* appiv our felves with all poffible Diligence and Attention, 

* to the great aud^neceflary Work of reducing and leflen- 

^ iog,. 
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ing, hy Degrees, this heavy Burthen, wliich majr prove Anno }, &a. l 
the moft efFedlual MeaDs of prefcrving to the publkk ^^J?l^^J,^_j 
* Funds a real and certain Sectiritj^' 

To this Addrefsj his Majefiy gave the following Anfvvcr. 
Gentlemen, 
*^ 'T"^ H E Duty and Zeal which yon cxprefs, in this King^ Anfirer 
" 1 loyal Addrefs, to my Perfon and Government, ""^^ 
*' your aiFedionate Concern for the Welfare of yoar Coun- 
•* try, your Promifes of an effectual Support againll all our 
*' Enemies at Home and Abroad, and your Refolution of 
*• applying your felves to cafe my People, by reducing gra- 
" dudiy the heavy Load of the publkk Debts^ deferve my 
*' hearty Thanks. You fhall never have Caufe to repent of 
'* the Confidence you repofe in me ; the Honour, Welfare* 
'* and Profperity of the Nation being what I h^ve chiefly 
" at Heart/" 

March 4. The Houfe met according to their Adjourn* Motion rciaiinf u 
jnent, when, in a Grand Committee on the Supply, it wai ^^^ ^^'^'^'"^'"- 
mov*d to take into Coniideration the Eliimates relating to f^^a^ ^Jmsjem. 
the Land- Forces 1 upon which. Sir Robert Davers, IVlem- ^j ^- ^vtr% 
faer for Snffolkj Mr Frecmnn, snd Mr Hujigerford endea- Mr Himicrfojd* 
vour*d to get that Affair put dif to another Day, by moi'^iijg 
that Mr Farrcr, the Chair- man, fhould leave the Chain 
They alledg'd, * That the htc Rebellion being happily fup- 
prefs'd, and the Svvedifli Confpiracy fcafonsbly difcoverM, 
there was Reafon to hope, that the Counties of England 
would foon be cas*d of the grievous Burthen of quartering 
Soldiers ; but if it appeared, that the King of Sweden per- 
fifted in his Defign to invade Great Britain, they would all 
readily give their Votes for keeping the prefent Forces on 
Foot.' (n) Mr R. Walpole, {h) General Stanhope, Mr John Mr t^WaJpatt^ 
Smith, (f) MrW. Pukeney, General Lumley, and feveral wlVs'^tir 
other Courtiers, on the contrary, urg'd the Neceflity of {j!"^fjl;f,';jjf- 
taking fpeedy and vigorous RefoJutions in Relation to the 
Army ; and after a Debate that lafttd near two Hours, 
the Queftion being put. That the Charr-man leave the 
Chair, it was carry'd in the Negative, by a Majority ©f 
32 3 Voices againit 57, 

Miifch 5. Mr Farrer, Member for Bedford, reported the 
Refolntions taken the Day before, in the grand Committee on 
the Supply i which being agreed to, Mr R. Walpole mov'd, Ur K Wajpoi* 
and it was refolv^d, N^m. Csm. That whofoever fliall ad- Tr^G^^X^ 
vancc or lend any Sum, not exceeding 600,000 I for the J^t^^^^^f 

Service 




fl*l»CSefl, I, 
1716-17. 






Mr WilpQk, 



Mr>mibJc* 



{ 11^ ) 

Service of the Publick by Sea or Land, ihall bf repaid the 
fame with Iniereftj at 4 L per Cent, out of the firll Aid to 
be granted this Scffion of Farlkment. The putting the In- 
terelfc of this intended Loan (o low as 4 1. per dni, gavftj 
Reafon to furmize, that thofe, who had the Managemen 
of his Majefty's Treafury, defign'd to put on the fame Fo 
the Inter efts of all publick Funds: Whereupon Mr Lech^i 
mere took Notice, * Thatfeveral Schemes mid FropofaJs for^ 
reducing the National Debts had been printed and difpers'd, 
which gave the Perfons concerned in the publick Securities 
the greater UneaiineiSj in that there was Reafon to appre- 
hend, that thofe Schemes came abroad with the Privit 
and Countenance of Men in great Places : That the gener 
Alarm which this had occadon'd among the moneyed Men 
might very fenfibly afFe£l publick Credit, and be, at thill 
J unsure, of very dangerous Coufequence : To prevent 
which, he thought it neccfiary^ to move. That the Houfe . 
would come to a Refolution, efie£tually to make good aHI 
Parliamenury Engagements J To this Mr Robert Wa]po2e,f 
immediately anfwer'd, * That his Majeily having, witU 
great TendernefSj recommended to them from the Throne,! 
the reducing, by Degrees, the Debts of the Nation ; and theJ 
Commons having afterwards in their Addrefs to his Ma- 
jeilyj promised to apply themfelv^es, with all poflibk Dili- 1 
gence and Attention, to that great and neceirary Work,! 
they ought to exert themfelves to make good that Promife, ' 
and appoint a T>^y to take that importaixt Matter into Con- 
fideration ; And he did not doubt but the Commons would 
then ihew all poffible Regard to Juilice and publick Faith. 
He own^dj there had bean, indeed, feveral Schemes pub- 
Ijlh'd, relating to the Redudion of the national Debts, but 
that they were made by private Perfons, and, he did a0ure ^ 
the Houfe, without the Participation of any of his Maje- fl 
Ity's MiniJicrE, and therefore they were not to be regarded 1 " 
but that in a fhort Time, fuch Propofals would b« laid be- 
fore the Houfe, as, he hopM, would give them Satisfaftion, m 
and meet with their Approbation j therefore he mov''d. That fl 
Mr. Lechmcre's Motion might be thus altered, viz. That 
this Houfe will effeaually make good the Deficiencies of all 
Parliamentary Engagements.' Ihis after a fhort Debate, 
was carryM in the AiEnnative, Nim. Cm. But Mention being 
made of the great Services done by the Bank of England^ 
and thofe, who by their Money had fupported the Court In- 
terefl and the prefcnt Eftabliihment, Mr, Aidabie, * took 
Notice of the Management of fomc Direaors of the Bank, 
who, upon the alluring Profpeaof Gain, were as ready to fup- 
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port the kte MJnjft(7- On the other Hand, a Courtier Ahm i. r^. t 
• Laving dcfy*d any Body to charge any Breach of public k '7^ '"?■ 
Faithj oroftheLws, on the Adminifiration, fince his Maje* 
fly*s happy Acceffion to the Throne, Mr, Hungerford faid, 
'That this put him in Mind of a Coronation, when the King*s 
Champion^ coming into Weftminfter-Hall, throws down one 
of his Gloves to make the Challenge, hat that he never faw 
any Body To bold as to take it np, 

March S. While the Honfe was in a Committee on the ^^ _ ^,„„.^^^ 
Supply, Mr. Lcchmere, told them, * That he wsb forry he Notice uui only 
found himfelf ohligM to take Notice, that their late Vote for ?u^i,^d lawtm 
a Loan, at 4 / p€r Cent. Intereft, was like to prove inefFe£lu- jJ^cSJ"*'*^' 
alj there not being in three Days Time above 45,000 h fub- 
fcr!b*d to the Loan of 600,000 1. on the Land-Tax. And 
therefore fmcc the prefent Exigency required a fpeedy Supply, 
he thought it neceflary, and therefore mov'd, That a Day 
fee appointed to confide r farther of that Matter. ' Mr* Robert 
Walpole feconded this Motion, and faid. That there was the 
greater NeceiCty for it, becaufe he was informed , that fome 
Stock-jobbers, in order to deter the Parliament from purfn- 
ing the DeJ^ of reducing the public k Debts, had formM a 
Combination to diftrefs the Government, and ruin public k 
Credit, which was the Occafion thrit the late Vote for bor- 
rowing 600,000 I. at A L ptr C<ff/, had not had the defired 
EfFe€t.* To this Mr. Lfichmere anfwer'd, * That as none but Wr l*f^ra 
the mofl: wicked of Men could enter into fuch a Combination 
againft the Good of their Country, fothe honourable Mem- 
ber, who fpoke lall, would do well to name them, that the 
Houfe might Ihcw the utmoll Refentment and Indignation 
agaioil them. But that, in his Opinion, the ill Succcfs of 
the Lxian was rather mainly occafionM by fome Refleftioni 
on the moneyM Men and Stock-jobbers, and by certiim Max- 
itm lately advanced, viz. That the Parliament may exert 
their Authority to extricate themfclvcs, by reducing the Na- 
tional Debts i that fuch Maxims could not but afarm the 
Pcrfons concem'4 in the publick Securities? and the more* 
when they faw that a Slur had been put upon the Motion made 
three Days before, ^ That all Parliamentary Engagements 
fhould effedually be made good. That he lUll thought fach 
a Vote abfolutely necclTary* both to remove Peoples Fears 
and Jealoufies and to vindicate the Honour and Juflice of 
the Nation ; that the fame was entirely agreeable to his Ma- 
jcily's Sentiments, who, in his firH Speech to this Parliament, 
had been pleasM to recommend to the Commons, in a par- 
ticular Manner, the llrid Obicrvance of all Parliamentary 
Engagements, than which nothing could more contribute to 
the Support of the Credit of the Nation ^ with which Opini- 
on of his M;yefly the Commons did entirely concur 1 and 
Vov, h . P that 
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believe, that any of kis Majefty's 
flers could be fo regardlefs of his Honour and known 
quitjTj or put fo hard a Thing upon him, as to nmke him^ 
in the leail, coniradid what he had in fo folemii a Manner 
dedar'd from the Throne. He added. That the Commons 
Kaving already appointed a Day, to conJider of the Sute of ^ 
the Nation, with Relation to the publick Debts, he wouldS 
not anticipate that important AiFair : But he could not foB- ™ 
hezT declaring on this Occafion his private Opinion, That 
ic would be the greateit Ingratitude, as well as Injuilice, in the 
Icalt to wrong thofe who had fupported the Government m 
the moft preJIing Exigencies and perilous Junftures, and, oa 
all Occafjons, fhewn their Zeal and Affeflion for the Pro- 
teilant SucceiUon^ That he had nothing to fay, as to fuch 
publick Securities as were redeemable by Farliament i but as 
to Annuities granted for Terms of Years, he would be po- 
Jitive, that they could not be meddled with, without break* 
ing in upon FartiamenCary Engagements, and violating the ■ 
publick Faith i Ance thofe Annuities were not ta be looked V 
upon as Bebts, but as a Sale of Annual Rents for a valuable 
Confideration, of which Contrail the Parliament had pro- 
posed and made the Terms and Conditions, and the Rentees 
became PnrchaJers upon the Parliamentary Faith and Secu- 
rity, And that, be fides the Injullice of breaking through a 
Nadonal Contrad, thofe Annuidea could not be touched, 
without occafioning great Confufion and Difputes in private 
Families, by Rcafon that mo ft of the fajd Annuities had been 
fettled for Portions, Joynturcs, and the like/ Then Mr WaJ- 
polCj in Anfwer to this, deckrM, ''iliat there never had been 
a Defign to ufe any Compulfion with Relation to Annuities ; 
thatj indeed, an Alternative might be ofter'd to the Proprie- 
tors of them, but that it fhould he in their Choice either to 
accept or refufe it : And as for fuch Funds as were redeema- 
ble, that nothing (hould be proposed that did not entirely 
confift with JulHce and pubbck FaltL* Mr. Aiflabie took 
alfo that Occafion to explain fome Expreflions he us*d, in the 
Debate of the 5 th InHant^in relation to the Bank of England, 
which had been conllru'd amifs ; owning, that they had fup- 
ported the Government in tdie moft difficult Exigencies ; 
and that, in his Opinion, if any Thing ought to remain un- 
touch'd, it fhould be the Bank.' After a Debate of about 
two Hours, it was rciblv'd to confider farther of the Supply ^ 
in a.grand Committee, on the 13 th of March. 

March 9. The Houfe agreed to the Refolutions of the 
Committee on the Supply, fo that the Money already voted 
amounted to above two Millions. 

March E5. It was ordered » That the Committee of the 
wJiole Houfe, to whom the l+and-Tax BiU is committed. 
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have Power to receive a Claufe lo transfer to (he Regifler 
appointed to be kept by^ the faid A€t, all the Loans which 
have been made upon the Refolurion of the Houfe on the 5 th 
Inftant, to be repaid with Interell; not exceeding 5 / f€f 
Cent* per Jtmum. On which la ft Refolution^ the whole Loan 
of 600,000 L was immediately fill'd up. 

Manh 26- It was rcfolv'd to addrefs his Majelly, That 
the Treaties made with the Bifhop of Manlier and the Duke 
of Saxe-Gothai for putting fix Battalions of their Troops in- 
to his Majefty^s Service, might be kid before the Houfe ; 
According to which Addrefs General Stanhope, two Days 
after, prefented to the Heufe the faid Treaties, with Tranflk' 
tions of the fame. It was generally fuppos'd, that thefe 
Treaties were caird for with a Defign to find Fault with 
them, and to bring a Cenfure upon fome German Minifters, 
who had been employed in thofe Tranfa£tions : But a Motion 
being msde the next T^tiy^ and the Quellion put. That an 
Addrefs be prefented to his Majeft}% That he will be pleas'4 
to give Direiflions, that the Inftrudions given to his Majefty^s 
Mmiflcrs, who tran failed the Treaties for taking four Batta- 
lions of the Bifhop of Mu niter's Troops, and two Battalions 
of the Duke of Saxe-Gotha's Troops into his Majefty's Pay» 
to fupply the Place of fuch as, during the late Rebellion, 
fttould be drawn from the Garrifbns of the States General of 
the United Provinces to alTift his Majefty, may be laid be^ 
fore this Houfe, it pafs'd in the Negative by 165 Votes 
againll 38. 

Jprii -^^ Gen- Stanhope delivered to the Houf^ the follow- 
ing Mcflage from the King. 
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HIS Majefty being jdefirous, above all Things, not K^fKifuS*^ 
only to fecure ms Kingdoms againft the prefent J^c swt^tiihXir*- 
Danger, with which tbey are threatened from Sweden, ^* 
but like wife to prevent, as far as is poifible, the like Ap- 
prehenfions for the future, thinks it neceCaxy that fuch 
Meafures Ihould be early concerted with other Princes 
and States^ as may conduce moft efFeftually to this End, 
'* And as this may require fome Expence, hts MajeHy 
hopes that his Commons will, by their Afliflance at this 
Jiindure, enable him to make good fuch Engagements as 

** may eafe his People of all future Chatge ana Apprchen* 

'* fions upon this Account, 

The Confj deration of this Meffage was put off to the 
next Day. 

April ^. General Stanhope mov*d, That a Supply be c^m, stan^D^e's 
irranted to enable his Majefty to concert luch Meafurcswith ^f'T^^JHf^^ 
foreign Pnnccs and States, as may prevent any Charge or cMfli. 
P « Apprc^. 
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Apprclicnfibns from tlie Defigns of Sweden for the future, 
' He urg*d theAdvantageandSeciiriiy that would redound to 
the Nad on, by enabling his Majefty to reduce the King of 
Sweden ; and what Confidence they ought to repofe in the 
King's Honour, Wifdom, and Oeconomy in the Manage-, 
ment of what Money fliould be thought neceffary for chat 
Service*' Hereupon Mr Shippen faid, • That it was a great 
Misfortune, that fo wife and fo excellent a Prince as his Ma* 
jefly, was as little acquainted with the Ufage and Forms of 
Parliamentary Proceedings, as with the Language of our 
Country ; That if he had know^n either, he would not have 
fent fuch a Meffage^ which, he was ,fure, was unparliamen- 
tary and unprecedented! and therefore 'twas his Opinion, 
That it was penned by fome Foreign Minifterj and then tran- 
flated into Engfiih : That fmce the King's Accefllon to the 
Throne^ there had been many Reflections caft, in that Houfe, 
upon the late Miniftry, as if they had betrayed the Intercft 
of their Country ; That, on the contrary, they had often 
been told, that his MajeJly had retrieved the Honour and Re* 
putatiofi of the Nation ; the EffeOs of which had already 
appcar*d in the flouriihing Condi (ion of our Trade : That 
after all this, he could m>t but be very much furpri^M to £nd 
a Motion made for a Supply of Money ^ to enable his Majei!y 
to enter into new Mcafures, to fecure his Kingdom againit 
any future Apprehenfions from the Swedes : That the Ne- 
ceffity that was um;'d for thb, feem'd to be inconfiftent with 
the Accounts of thofe glorious Advantages his Majcfty had 
obtained for us : And he could not help being of Opinion, 
That if the new AUianccs and Mcafures to be concerted, 
were fuch as were to be obtainM purely by the Force of our 
Money, that ever the Happinefs or the Security of the Na- 
tion could be the Confequence of %ch Counfels ; for, when- 
ever Foreigners come to taHe the Sweetnefs of Englilh Mo- 
ney, we might depend upon it, that their Adherence to our 
Ititercft would laft no longer than we continued to fupply their 
Ncf cecities/ Mr Hungerford^ who feconded Mr Shippen^ 
faid, * That for his Part, he could not under (land what Oc- 
cafion there was for new AUianceSp much lefs that they 
ihoidd be purchased with Money : That it muft needs be 
very furprizing to the whole W-orld, that a Nation, not long 
ago the Terror of France and Spain, fhould now feem to fear 
fo inconfjderable an Enemy as the King of Sweden ; efpeci- 
ally when we had fo good a Fleet at Sea, and fo great an Ar- 
my on Land.* Some other Speeches were made oa the fame 
Side, which gave Gen. Stanhope Occafion to fay» * That he 
was forry to iind Gentlemen grow fo warm upon a Subje^ 
of this Nature : That the King was a Prince of that Integrity 
and Hqhoot, aad had already giyca fujch convincing Proofs 
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of his tcntfer Care for the true Intefell of the Nattofs, that 
they might entirely depend upon his Wifdom in this Matter ; 
and therefore he wiis of Opinion » that none would refufe 
CompUance with this Meilage, but fudi as either were not 
the King's Friends, or who diftrufted the Honefly of his 
Miniilers.^ This gave Offence to feveral Members ; and Mr 
Lawfon, Knight of the Shire for Cumberland, reply M there- 
upon^ * That be was very much furpriz^d to find fuch un- 
guarded Expreiiions fail from that worthy and honourable 
Gentleman, for wbom^ he was fure, the whole Houfe had 
a very great Regard ; but fin ce he had thought fit to fpeak 
fo openlyj he bopM he might be well juflify*d in faying. 
That if every Member of this Houfcj that us'd Freedom of 
Speech on any Subjed of Debatej mult be accounted an Ene- 
my to the King, when he happens not to fall in with his Mi- 
niilers, he knew no Service they were capable of doing for 
their Country in that Houfe i and therefore it was hts Opi- 
nion, That they had nothing elfe to do, but to retire to their 
Country-Seats, and leave the King and his Miniilers to take 
what they pleas 'd/ Mr Bofcawen, Sir Gilbert Heathcote, 
Mr * Horatio Walpole, and fome other Gentlemen, backed 
Gen. Stanhope's Motion ; but Mr Grimftone, and fome 
other Courtiers^ fpoke on this Occafion on the contrary Side* 
However, it was mov'd, and reiblv'd, Tliat the Houfe 
would, upon the Monday Morning nejet, refolve it Mf into 
a Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider of Gen, Scan- 
hope's Motion for a Supply. After this it was alfo refolv'd. 
To addrefs his Majefty, that the Treaty made between the 
late King William and the prefent King of Sweden, be laid 
before the Houfe. t 

JprilS. Purfuant to the above Addrefs, Gen* Stanhope 
laid before the Houfe a Copy of the faid Treaty. 

Jptii 8. The Commons went into a Committee of the 
whole Houfe, to confider of the Motion of the 4th Inftant, 
for a Supply jo be granted to his Majefty, againd the De- 
figns of Sweden for the future j for the Necelity of which. 
General Stanhope alledg'd feveral Reafons, and was fecand- 
ed by Mr Craggs, Jm. Mr Bofcawen, Mr AiJlabie, and 
ieveral others. On the mother Side, Mr Shippen, Mr Hun- 
gerford, Mr Hutchefon, the Lord Guernfcy, Mr Heme, 
Member for Dartmouth, Mr Ward/and fome others, urg'd, 
* That it was unparliamentary to grant a Supply before the 
Occafion was known, and an Eflimate of the Expcnce was 
laid before the Houfe : Tiiat the King's Meilage about this 
Matter, was fo utiprecedented, that his Majefty's MiniHen 
feem'd 10 be divided about it 1 and that "w^ & gr^t Mif- 

fortURQ 
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4inj»j. ceo.L fortune fuch Diviilons fhodd happen among the Mi nifbyv 
'^'7* - for then a Parliament cannot have a true Infonnadon of 
Things : That they could not eafily apprehend what Occa- 
fion there was te make new Alliances, fmcc we had a 
Handing Army in Great Britain, and a confide rable Fleet at 
Sea, which fufficiently fecur'd hisMajefty*s Kingdoms againA 
any Danger from Sweden : That if we defign'd to m^ke 
an ofFenfive War again 11 that Crown, why did we not fend 
Part of our Forces on Board our Fleel ? Efpec-ially, fince we 
were now fecure at Home, both by -the SnpprefHon of the 
late Rebellion, and by the Conclufion of the Triple Alli- 
ance, which the Regent of France had begun faithfully to 
perform J by caufing the Pretender to pafs the Alps. How- 
ever^ if the Court infifted on the Neceflity of entering into 
ftew Engagements againft Sweden, they thought it proper 
to addrefs his Majefly^ to acquaint the Houfe with the Na- 
ture of thofe Engagements, and rhe Sum that was requifite 
Gtu. Staiibopei to make them good/ To this^ General Stanhope anfwer'd, 
• That the Difcovery of the late Confpiracy, carry 'd on by 
t^e Swedifli Miniflers, in Cbnjundion with the difcon tented 
Party at Home, fufficiendy evinced the Neceflity of a Hand- 
ing Army in Great Britain : That the Treaty of Triple 
Alliance feem*d, indeed, to fecure us againll any Danger 
on the Part of France ; but that it was to be obfervM, that 
the faid Treaty had met with fo great Oppofition at the 
French Court, that had not the Regent ftickled Ilrenuoufly 
for k, it would have infallibly mifcarryM ; and tho' hitherto 
we had all the Reafon imaginable to commend the Honeily 
and Candour of that Prince; yet, in good Policy, we ought 
not to depend on that Treaty any longer than it ihall be 
the Intereft of France to obferve it. And as to the Motion 
for the Addrefs, He added. That it would be injurious 
to the King's Prerogative of entering into fuch Alliances as 
his Majeily thinks neceflary for the Good and Security of 
hk Dominions, without communicating the fame to his 
Parliament : Which Prerogative was grounded on very good 
Reafons ; for if the Crown was obliged to impart the Se- 
cret of Affairs to Co great a Number of Perfons, the moft 
Stfcab.ifcatkotc.^^P^'^^^^* Negotiations muH thereby mifcarry/ Sir Gilbert 
' Heathcote, an Alderman of London* mentioned the great 
Jjoiles and Damages which the Britith Subjefb had fuftain'd 
by their Ships being made Prizes, andconfifcatcd in Sweden ; 
and obferv*d, That the King of Sweden having fevera! 
Times refufed to make SatisfaOion ; and, tjn the Contrary, 
liis Miniders having endeavoured to raife a new Rebellion 
in his Majelly's Dominions, there was Ground to declare 
[JWrGffuid. War againll him." To this, Mr Gould, Member for Shore- 

ham, reply'd, ' That the Dutch having fullain'd as great 
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Loffes by the Swedes, they had an equal Concern with 
Great Bntain to declare War againit ihem i and therefore 
it wouJd he proper, before the Houfe proceeded farther, to 
engage Holland, in the firli Place^ to prohibit all Commerce 
wicii Sweden, as we had done/ Hereupon General Stajihope 
iaidj ■ That he made no doubt, but the States- General would 
readily come into any Meafures that ihould appear nece flaxy 
for the Good and Interell of both Nations in general, and 
to obtain Satjsfadlion for the late Depredations of the Swedes 
in particular : That their High- Migh tine fTcs had lately 
given fignal Inftances of their firm Adherence to the Crown 
of Great Britain, iq canfrng the Swedifti Minifters to be 
fei^'d in their Dominions, upon his Maj efty's Defire ; but 
that the Form and Conftitndon of their Government^ and 
the Good of their SubjeftSj who moftly fubfift by Trade, 
did not permit them to take fuch vigorous and fpeedy Refo- 
lutions as could be wifh'd i and therefore it would not 
be fair to cxaft the lame from them. ' Mr Craggs, 
prefsM the Necefllty of naaking new AUiancea againit Swe- 
den, from the late doubtful Conduft of a Northern Poten- 
tate, [meant ttg ihe C^ar of Mufio^^ who, by his InadUvity 
againit Sweden, and the Poft fome of his Troops had taken, 
gave gr^t Umbrage to the Empire. Mr R- Walpole, Sir 
Edward Northey ttf)> and Lord Molefworth, fpoke alfo on 
the iame Side ; Sir William Thompfon [h] in particular, 
nrg^d^ • What would the World think of this Parliament, if 
they (hould,refiife to fupply the King at this Exigency P On 
the other Hand, MrCompton (the Speaker) and Mr Smith [c), 
faid, * That they were not again II die Supply, but againit the 
demanding and granting of it in fuch an unparliamentary 
Manner j and Mr Speaker proposM, That Part of the Army 
ihould be diibandcd, and the Money^ thereby fav'd, apply'd 
towards the making good fuch new Engagements as were 
thought neceflary to be entered into ; but Lieutenant Gene- 
ral Mordaunt, and fome others, urgM how unfafe and im- 
politick it would be at this Juncture to diihand any of the 
Troops, Mr George Cafwall faid, ' I'hat for his own Part, 
he had rather pay others for fighting than fight himfelf : 
That he thought it more advantageous for Great Britain to 
carry the War abroad, and enjoy Peace at Home, in order 
to improve our Trade, ^nd redjce our ptiblick Debts ; and 
that, as the employing Foreigners ^gainft Sweden, would 
be a far Icfs Expence than national Troops, he therefore 
was for complying with his Majelly's MeiTage, At laJt, 
about £¥e in the Afternoon, the Qucition t^ing put, upon 

the 
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^rf/ 9. Mr Fairer reported the faid Refolation to the 
Houfe, upon which there arofe a frefti, but fhort Debate s ^ 
Mr Shippeoj Mr Hunger ford, Mr Hutchelbn, Mr Smith^fl 
Mr Herne, and others, infifled again on the UnpaHlamen-' 
tarinefs of aflcing and granting Supplies without an Eft i mate 
of the Expence ; and proposM, either to prerent an Addrefs 
to the King, to aiTure him, That the Hoaft- would effedually 
make good alt the Engagements his Majefly Should think pro- 
per to enter into ; or that hh MajeAy be defir'd to difhand 
Fart of the Army, and apply the Savings towards the new^ 
Alliances* Both thefe Expedients were opposM by General] 
Stanhope, Mr R. Walpole, Mr Hor, Walpole, Mr * Bailie J 
and Mr Hampden ; the lail of whom in particular, in } 
Anfwcr to what was fuggefted. That this Manner of asking 
and granting Supplier, was unparliamentary and unprec«-] 
dented, faid, 'That he remembered about ten or eleven Yearn J 
btfore, a Great Man in that Houfe Imeani^g Mr. C&mptm ^ 
iht ^pfahr\ made a Motion for allowing and providing for 
about goOjOoo L which the Government had expended, with- 
out laying any Efiimate before the Commons. To tliis^ 
Mr» Speaker faid, * Hewonder'd that Gentleman would bring m 
in as a Precedent, a Bafmefs that was tnmfaded fo many ^ 
Years ago, and which was not parallel to the prefenrCafe/ 
Whereupon Mr. Hampden reply 'dj ^ That he did not there* 
by intend to refiedl upon Mr. Speaker, fince he had the Hon- fl 
our to vote with him upon that Occafion." After this the H 
Refoktion for granting a Supply to his Majefty, to concert 
fach Meafurea with Foreign Princes and States, as may pre- 
vent any Charge or Apprehenftons from the Defigns of Swe- 
den for the future, was agreed to, thoigh by a Majority only ^ 
of 153 againll 149. ■ 

This Point being fo hard run, was generally fuppos'd t(*" 
be owing to a Party in the Houfe, which were fa id to be 
under the InHuence of the Lord TownDiend j-Hereupon that^ 
very Evening his Majefty ordered his Lordlhip to be removed ■ 
from the Foft of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; and the next 
Morning Mr. Robert Walpole, Mr. Methuen and Mr* Will* , 
Pulteney refign'd their Places. J~ 

April \o. Mr. Robert Walpole prefented to the Hoafe^l 
according to Order, A BUI for redeeming ihi Dutiis mt HmfiiA 
t*ff , Upon the bringing in of this Bill, Mr* Walpole gav«| 
the Houfe aHintofhis having refign'd his Places, by fay- 
ing. That he now prefented that Bill as a Country Gentle- 
man ; but he hop'd it would not fare the worfe for having 

two 
* Miti^ Ota ^ the Ow«ii^w«i'f 0f th Tnafrj in ihh -l^pw; 



( 121 ) 

two Fathers f and that his SncceHbr would take care to bring 
k to Perfe^ion*^ 

Jprii 12. The Commons went into aComrnktee of the 
whok Houfe, to confide r of the Supply grEnted to his Maje- 
fty ; and Gen. Stanhope f having made a Motion for 
granting to his Maje% the Sum of 250,000 I. to enable him 
to concert Meafures againit Sweden ; there was for a Minute 
or two a great Silence in the Houfe. Mr Pulteney, who 
broke it firil , expreis*d his Surprise at it ; and added, * That 
aj for his Part, he had not yet faid any Thing to this Matter, 
becaufe he thought it inconfillent with Decency to oppofe a 
Motion that came from the Coortj while he bad the Honour 
to be his Majeily^s immediate Servant ; but that having re- 
fign^d his Place, that he might a£t with the Freedom becom- 
ing an Engliihman, he could not forbear declaring againft 
the granting a Supply, in a Manner altogether unparliamen?- 
tary and unprecedented ; That he could not perfuade him- 
feif, tMt any Engliflrnian advis'd his MajeJly to fend fuch 
a MefTsge ; but he doubted notj but the Refolutions of a 
Britifh Parliament would make a German Miniftry tremble,' 
He was feconded by the Lord Finch, who even found Fault 
with fome Steps that had been taken in Relation to the Af- 
fairs of the Northern Alliance ; and faid, * That it appeared 
by the Memorial prefented by the Ruffian Mtniller, and by 
the Anfwer returned, that fuch Meafures had been purfu'd as 
were like to engage us in a Quarrel with the Czar/ Upon 
this Gen. Stanhope fpoke in Vindication of the King and his 
Miniftersj in Relation both to the Czar and the King of Swe- 
den. With Refped to the iirll. He faid, *That he had hi- 
therto been obliged to be filent ; but that he was now at Li- 
berty to fct this Matter in a clear Light, and to acquaint 
the Houfe, That the Coldnefs which appeared of late between 
the King and the Czar, proceeded from his Majefty^'s refu- 
fmg to become Guarantee of hisC^arifh Majeily'sConquells; 
and from his Majelly's foliciting the C^ar to withdraw his 
Troops from the Dutchy of Mecklemburg : That as to the 
firft of thofe Matter?, his Maj eft y 's Co:idua defer v'd the Ap- 
ptaafe and the Thanks of a Britifh Parb^ament^ fince it ap- 
peared thereby, that his Majcfty was tender not to engage 
the Nation in Foreign Quarrels : That this, indeed, had 
been his Majefty*s principal Care, fmce his happy Acccffion 
10 the Throne l and he might affure them, that Great Bri- 
tain was entirely free from any Engagements, and at Liberty 
to follow fuch Meafures as beit fuit with her Intereft ; That 
M^ for the Inftances which his Majefty has caus'd to be made 
Vol. L Q_ witK 
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with the Czar^ and the Meafures he may have concerted, to 
get the Ruffian Troops out of the Dutchy of Mecklemburg, 
his Majefty has aded iii all this as Elector and Prince of the 
Empire : That he was perfwaded, all the Gentlemen there 
would agree with him, that the Kins's Dignity, as King of 
Great Britain, was never underflooa to de up his Hands 
with refped to his Interefb in Germany, and a Prince of the 
Empire : But beiides, he muft defire Gentlemen to confider. 
That long before his Majefty's Acceflion to the Crown, 
Great Britain was in ftridl Union with the Emperor and Em- 
pire : fo that if, by Virtue of ancient Alliances, the Empe- 
ror (hould require Great Britain to ufe thofe Inlhmces with 
the Czar, which the King has made only as Eledor of Ha- 
nover, Great Britain could not avoid complying with his 
Requeft: That in Relation to Sweden, the King*5 Condud 
was not only blamelefs and unfpotted, but worthy of the 
iiighefl Commendations : That in the late Queen's Time, 
Great Britain interposed to procure a Neutrality in the North, 
whereby the King of Sweden might have preienr'd his Pof- 
fcffions in the Empire : That the Regency at Stockholm 
agreed to this Overture ; but that the King of Sweden re- 
j^ed it withHaughtinefs and the utmoft Scorn, declaring, he 
would ufe thofe as his Enemies, who ihould pretend to impofe 
fuch a Neutrality upon him : That during the whole Coorfe 
of that Negotiation, the King, then EledU>r of Hanover, 
ufed all friendly Offices in Favour of Sweden : That all this 
having provM ineffedtual, through the King of Sweden*s Ob- 
fiinacy, and the King of Denmark having, by the Fortune 
of War, re-conquer'd the Dutchies of Bremen and Verdcn, 
his Majeily, as Eledor of Hanover, has purchased the fame 
with his own Money, for a valuable Confideration : That 
although it never was in his Majefty's Thoughts to cngi^ 
Great Britain in a War to fupport that Acqtiifition, yet^ if 
Gentlemen would give themfelves the Trouble to (aft their 
Eyes upon the Map, to fee where Bremen and Verden lie, 
he hop'd they would not be indifferent as to the Pofleflbr of 
thofe two Dutchies, but would agree with him, that their 
being in the King's Hands fuits far better with the Intereft 
of Great Britain, than if they were in the Hand» either of 
the Czar, who gives already but too much Jealonfy to the 
Empire ; or of the King of Sweden, who endeavoar*d to 
raife a new Rebellion in Great Britain, and harbours oar for 
gitive Rebels.' 
ji^ John Smith. Mr John Smith anfwer'd Gen. Stanhope, andfaid, 'That 
he had already declared hisReafons for oppofing the granting 
this Supply in fuch an extraordinary Manner ; and that feme 
ExpreffionF that had efcap'd a Gentleman in the Miniflry, 
inftead of making him alter his Opinioni rather confirmed 
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him in it : That as, on the one Han J, he never affcded Po- ^""^ ^\ ^^* '* 
pulatity ; fo, on the other Hand, when the Good of his v^"'^'*^ 
Country came under Conilderation, he always fpoke hi& 
Thoughts with the Liberty that becomes an Englifhmajn, 
without any Regard to the Mbiliers : That he did not pre- 
tend to be thoroughly acquainted with Affairs abroad ; but 
having had the Honour to Jit fo long in that Houfe, where 
fo great a Variety of Eufinefs, both foreign and domeftick, 
had often been debated, he might pre 1 urn e to have fome 
Knowledge of them : That, however he would not f^y any 
Thing to what hsd been advanced by the honourable Mem- 
ber who Ipoke lafl ; but if an E 111 mate of the Conduct of the 
iVIiniiiryj in relation to AfF^iirs Abroad, was to be made by 
a Com pari fon of their Conduit at Home, he was fure they 
would not appear altogether fo fauldefs as they were repre* 
fentcd. Was it not a Mi flake, added he, not to preferve the 
Peace at Home, after the King was come to the Throne, 
witJi the univerfal Applaufe and joyful Acclamations of all 
his Subjefls ? Was it not a Miilake, upon the breaking out 

I of the Rebellion, not to iffue out a Proclamation, to offer 
Pardon to fuch as ihould return Home peaceably, as had 
ever been pradis'd before upon fuch Occaiions ? Was it not 
a Miilake, after the Suppreilion of the Rebellion, and the 
Trial and Execution of the principal Authors of it, to keep 
up Animofities, and drive People to Defpair by not paifing 

Ian Aft of Indemnity and Grace, by keeping fo many Per- 
fons under hard and tedious Confmement, and by granting 
Pardons to fome, without leaving them any Mean? to fub- 
M ? Is it not a Miltake, not Co trull: to a Vote of Parlia- 
ment, for making good fuch Engagements as his Majeily 
fliall think proper to enter into ; and inftead of that, to in- 
fill on the granting of this Supply in fuch an extraordinary- 
Manner ? Is It not a Mtllake, to take this Opportunity to 
create Diviiions, and render fome of the King's be ft Friends 
fufpeded and obnoxious ? Is it not a Miilake, in fhort, to 
form Parties and Cabals, in order to bring in a Bill to repeal 
the AB. againfl Occafional Conformity } " 

To this Speech General Sunhope reply M, ' That he had Ccius 
had the Honour to ferve his Majelly* fmce his happy Accef- 
fion to the Throne, but as there were other Perfons, fome 
of them in, and others out of Place, who had a greater Share 
than himfelf in the AdmiailUaiioti of Affairs, he left it 
to them to jollify themfelves ; That however, he would 
clear a principal Point, by affuring the Committee, that he 
had, fome time ago, the King's Ortjers to draw up an Aft of 
Indemnity/ 

Mr Harrington Shate, Member for Berv^-ick, faid, * That Uy *■" 

tmh indeed, come to the Throne with the joyful 
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moo ]. Geo. L Aodamadons of mod of his Subjefb ; but that the Di&fiec' 
^^^|I^^^ tion that appearM foon after, did not proceed from the ill 
^ " " Condaft of his Mihifters, but folely from the Removal of 
fome Perfons in great Employments : That neverthelefs^ in 
the Changes that were then made, his Majefty had followed 
the Rules of Prudence, Juftice, and Gratitude, fince he ad- 
vanced thofe, who, in the worft of Times, had given un- 
doubted Proofs of their AfFe6Uon and Attachment to his In- 
tereH, in the Room of thofe who had been preferred in the 
laft Reign, as the fitteft Inih-uments to deftroy the Proteftant 
Succeflion, even before it took Place, and who had fmce been 
in open Rebelh'on againft his Majefty : That as for the other 
Miflakes charged upon the Adminiftration, they might be 
reduc'd to thefe two, viz. The not paifing the A€t of Indem- 
nity, and the Defign to repeal the Occailonal Bill : That as 
to the firfl, there were various Opinions about it ; and coh- 
fidering the reftlefs Spirit of the difcontented Party, it was 
hard to determine, whether an Indemnity was a proper Way 
to reduce them ; fmce it was notorious, that the repeated In- 
fbmces of Clemency which his Majefty has given fince his 
AccelGon, have been abus'd and deft)is'd : That as to the 
Repeal of the A£b againft the Diilenters, nothing, in hia 
Opinion, was either more jufl or reafonable ; and he could 
not but wonder, that a Gentleman [mea/fing Mr Jobm Snuthi 
whp had been tum'd out of his Employment in thelaft Reign^ 
and reftor'd fince the King's coming to the Crown, (honid ac- 
count it a Miilake, on the one Hand, not to erant an In- 
demnity to his Majefty's declared Enemies ; and a Miilake, 
on the other Hand, to make his Majefty's undoubted Friends 
cafy.' 
«ir smitfu ^j. Smith, after an Explanation demanded and given, 

about his being tum'd out of Place and reftor'd, reply'd to 
the laft Part of Mr Shute's Speech, * That he ever was for 
allowing Liberty of Confcience to the Diftenters, and had 
even voted againft the Occailonal Bill ; but that the fame 
being pafs'd into a Law, it u-as his Opinion, . that it could 
not be repeal'd without difquieting the whole Nation.* 
Mr Yor.ge. Mr Yonge, * Member for Honiton, Ipokc next, and laid 

* That fome Days before, he had been againft the Motion, 
for granting a Supply upon the King's Meflage, becaufe he 
thought it unparliamentary ; and it was then his Opinion to 
addrefs the King to enter into fuch Engagements as his 
Majefty fhall think proper, and that the Commons would 
make good the fame ; but that, fince the Majority of the 
Houfe had determined to grant a Supply, they had brought 
themfelves to this Dilemma, either to grant what was a(k*d 

♦ Out •[ thiCmB^ffmrs f9r filing tktVslts itttQitt Jk99^ 
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as neoefiary for die Service, or to tell the King, tliat that Anndi. Geo. h 
Service muft remain unperform'd, which they had in a Man- v-^'-^v^^^n*^ 
ner determin'd to be neceffary, by granting a Supply.' 
This ^ech was back'd by Mr Gould, who own'd, * That Mr Gould. 
we could not carry on our Trade to the Baltick, without 
bringing the King of Sweden to Reafon, and therefore he 
was for granting this Supply.' Mr Robert Walpole, who MriLWaipoie. 
brought up the Rear, faid, * That having already fpoken 
for the Supply, he would not refufe the Court his Vote, 
and the Sum being nam'd, he was for granting it. Here- 
upon, it was carry'd without dividing, that a Sum not ex- 
ceeding 250,000 1. be granted, to enable his Majefty to 
concert fuch Meafures with Foreign Princes and States, as 
may prevent any Charge or ApprehenSons from the De^ 
iigns of Sweden for the future. 

Jpri/ 13. Mr Farrer having reported this Refolution to 
the Houfe, fome of the Members endeavour'd to render it 
ineffe6bial, by moving that it fhould be re-committed. To 
debate this Motion with more Freedom, Mr Bromley, tak- Mrw.Bromfcf. 
ing Notice that fcveral Peers, and others, were got into the 
Houfe, mov'd, that the Houfe be clear'd of all Strangers ; 
which being done accordingly, Mr Shippen infifted on the J^HwKbrd. 
recommitting of the Refolution in Queftion. He was fe- sir Tho. Hanmer. 
conded by MrHungerford, Sir ThomasHanraer, Mr Heme, mt iTwfon. 
and Mr Lawfon : But the other Party call'd for the Que- The Houfe rote 
ftion ; and the faid Refolution being read a fecond Time, KjSS^gaSf* 
was agreed to by a Majority of 1 53 againft 132. swcScu. 

April t6. Mr Bofcawen * having acquainted the Houfe 
with his Majefty's Defire, that they would adjourn 'till the 
6th of May, the Houfe accordingly adjoum'd to that Day. 

Ma^ 6. The King went to the Houfe of Lords, and the 
Commons attending, his Majefly commanded the Lord 
Chancellor to read the following Speech to both Houfes : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" T T is with great Satisfaftion that, after this fliort Re- King's Spoeeiu 
** X cefs, I can acquaiiit you with the certain Advice I have 
" received, that my Fleet is fafely arriv'd in the Sound, 
** which, by the Bleffing of Almighty God, will fecure 
** thefe Kingdoms againft any immediate Danger of an 
** Invafion. 

" I have, by thefe Means, an Opportunity, which is 
** very acceptable to me, of making a confiderable Reduc- 
** tion in our Land- Forces, having ellablifh'd it as a Rule 
" with my felf, to confult the Eafe of my People in evenr 
" Thing, fo far as is confiftent with their Safety. And, 
^* for my own Part, as I fliall always place my Grcatneft 
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Anno jt^.L «' in the Profperity of my Su^jeds, lb I (hall always dc&re 
''^ f ** that my Power iway, be founded in their Affedions. 

'< It is upon thefe Confiderations, that I have given Or- 
** ders for the immediate reducing of ten thoafand Men. 

" That nothing may be wanting in me to quiet the, 
'< Minds of all my Subjeds, I have likewife given Direc- 
** tions to prepare an A^ of Grace ; and however it may be 
" received by thofe who are obftinately bent on the Ruin of 
*' their Country, I promife my felf, that it will raife a due 
'* Senfe of Gratitude in all fuch as have been artfully mifled 
'* into treafonable PrafUceSy agalnA my Perfon suid Go- 
•* vernment, and preferve them from (landing in need of 
** the like Mercy for the future, when fuch an Infiance of 
** Clemency may not be fo expedient for the publick Wel- 
** hrCf as it would be agreeable to my own Inclinations. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

** 1 thank you for your Readinefs to fupport me in the 
" prefent Junfture of Affairs, and for the Supplies which 
** you have eiven ; and do promife you, that they (hall be 
" employed for the Ufes to which you defign*d them. 

*' I (hall order fuch faithful Accounts to be laid before 
*' you the next Seflion, as will make it appear, there was 
** no other View in aiking any particular Supply, than to 
" prevent a mu^ greater £xpence, which the Nation moft 
" have unavoidably incurred without it. 

" I mud recommend to you, as I did at the Beginning 
** of the Seffion, to take all proper Methods for reducing 
*^ the publick Debts, with a jufl Regard to Parliamentary 
" Credit. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" The Year being fo far advanced, I hope you will go 
** through the publick Bufinefs with all po(HbIe Difpatch 
** and Unanimity, it being my Intention to meet you early 
" the next Winter, that the Sitting of Parliament may be 
^ brought into the more ufual and convenient Seafoa. 



Mr Lechmere The Commous being returned to their Houfe» Mr Lech- 
dXand^^as mere mov'd for an Addrefs to his Majefty, which not be- 
Jj;^Mr^waJpoteing oppos'd,^ a Committee was appointed to draw one up. 
lisning theirPiaces. Mr Lechmere, in his Speech for this Addre(s, animadvert^ 
upon fuch of the Members as had lately refign'd their 
Places, as if they intended to di(lrefs the King's Afiairs ; 
Mr waipov vift- upon which Mr Walpole thought fit, in his own, Vindi- 
dicu« hiinidf ^.^tion, to fey, * That Perfons who had accepted Places 
in the Government, had often been reflefted on for carry- 
ing on De(igns, and adling contrary to the Intereft of their 
Country; but that he had never heard a Man. found fault 
with^ for laying down one of the moft profitable Places in 

die 
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the Kingdom : That, for his own part, i^ be would have* 
comply'd with fome Meafures, it had not been in the Power 
of any of the prefent Miniflers to remove him ; but that he- 
had Reafons for refigning his Employments, with which 
he had acquainted his Majefty, and might perhaps, in a 
proper Time, declare them to the Houle. In the mean 
while the Tenour of his Condud fhould fhew, that he never 
intended to make the King uneafy, or to embarrafs his 
AflEurs : And concluded'with movipg, That the Bill, For re^ 
deeming the Duty #» Houfesy Sec. might be read a feconi 
Time.' Upon this General Stanhope reprefented, * That 
ieveral Things in that Bill wanted tp be amended and recr 
tify'd, and ^erefore he movM, that the fecond Reading 
of it might be put off to the next t>ay Se'nnight ; ' which 
was ordered accordingly. General Stanhope likewiie made cen. 
ufe of that C^portunity to take Notice to the Houfe, * That 
he underftood it had been the common Pradice of thofe 
concerned in the Adminiftration of the Treafury, to make 
Bargains for the Publick with the Governors and Diredors 
of Companies, by which fome private Advantages were 
generally made : But that, in his Opinion, fuch Bargains 
ought to be made at the Bar of the Houfe, by the Repre- 
fentadves of all the Commons of Great Britain ; and if any 
Advantages could be made, the Publick ought to have the 
Benefit of them.' 

May 7. Mr Lechmere reported the Addrefs to his Ma- 
jefty, which is as follows : 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

* TX/E your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjefts, The 

* VV the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- AAircfi. 

* fembled, crave Leave to approach your facred Perfon, 

* with Hearts fuU of Gratitude to your Majefty for the 

* many gracious Declarations you have been pleas'd to 

< make to us from the Throne. 

* Our Duty to your Majefty, and our Concern for the 

* Security of your Kingdoms, at a Time when the Nation 

* was threatened with a defperatc Invaiion, obliged us to 

* make Provifion for keeping up fuch a Body of Land- 
' Forces, as might (hew that we were in a Pofture of De- 

* fence ; But your Majefty having Grounds to hope, on the 

< Arrival of your Fleet in the Sound, ^that, by the Blefling 
' of God, a Check wiU be put to that' Deftgn, we mnft for 

* ever acknowledge, that the early Diredions you have 

* been pleas'd to give for reducing fuch a Body of thofe 

* Land- Forces, is the moft acceptable Pledge you could give 

* your People of your Tendemefs for them ; and that your 

< Majefty las nothing fo much at Heart as their prefent and 

* future 



jnir Shippcn moves 
jficr recommitting 
tbcAddrels. 



9c|>ate thereon. 



MrW.Bfomley. 
Mr Heme. 
Gen. Ro&. 

Gen. Stanhope. 
MrR. Waipole. 
Mr W. Pultcncy. 



( 128 ) 

* future Welfare, and is fuch an Inftance of your great 

* WifHom and Goodnefs, as muft for ever endear your 
' Majelly to all your Subjedis. 

' We are bound to exprefs our jnll Satisfadion in your 
' gracious Intentions of Mercy, as being highly conducive 

* to the Tranquility of the Kingdom, and a convincing 
' Proof of your Majefly's Deiire to reign in the Affedions 

* of all your Subjects. 

* We have fo often experienc'd the happy £fie£b of the 
^ Confidence we have repos'd in your Majefty, that we can 
' never entertain any Doubt of the due Application of any 

* Supplies granted by us ; and do receive, in the moft du- 

* tiful and afFedUonate Manner, your Majefty^s Promife to 
^ lay the Accounts of fuch Application before us, as a great 
' Inilance of your JufUce to the Nation. 

* We are truly fenfible how much the Eafe and Proipe- 
' rity of your Subjedis depends on the accomplifhing that 

* great and necef&ry Work, of reducing the publick Debts^ 
' and are refolv'd to carry it on in the moft effedual Man- 

* ner, with juft Regard to Parliamentary Credit. 

* We are likewife refolv'd, by the Difpatch and Unani* 

* mity of our Proceedings, to convince the World, that we 

* are inviolably engag'd in Duty and Affefiion to youir 

* moft facred Perfon and Government, on the Sup(tort of 

* which the Welfare and Happinefs of thefe Kingdoms, 

* under God, entirely depend.' 

After the reading the above Addrefs, Mr Shippen mov'd 
to have it recommitted ; and that an Amendment might be 
made to that Part of it which relates to the Army, which 
he proposed to be as follows, viz. ' That nothing could 
more endear his Majefty to all his Subjects, than the re- 
ducing the Land- Forces to the old Eftablifhment of Guards 
and Garrifons, fuch as his Majefty found it at his Acceffion 
to the Crown.' To fupport his Motion, he reprefented the 
Danger of a ftanding Army ; urging, * That in Cromwel's 
Time, a Force much lefs than what will remain in Great 
Britain after the Redudion propos'd, had overturned the 
Monarchy, abolilh'd Epifcopacy, put down the Houfe of 
Peers, and driven the Commons from their Seats. He was 
feconded by Mr Bromley, and back'd by Mr Heme and 
General Rofs 5 but they were oppos'd by General Stanhope, 
Mr Robert WalpoIe, and alfo by Mr Pulteney ; who de- 
clared, * That before the Difcovery of the late SwedifhCon* 
fpiracy, while he had tlie Honour to ferve his Majefty ai 
Secretary at War, he had received fuch Diredions as (hew*d 
his Majefty's Intentions, at that Time, to reduce flill a 
greater Number of Forces, than was now propos'd 1 and 
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fehei'efore he did not doubt but his Majelly would io it as AnflotvOe^ti 
fqjn as the Safety of his Kingdoms would admit of it/ He < 
added, * That, in his Opinion^ the Nation had no Reafoa 
to fear any Thing from an Army, who, for near thirty Years 
pail, had given fignaj Proofs of their firm Adherence to the 
Proteftant Interelt, and of their Zeal to maintain the Liber- 
ties of their Country 5 and that if there was any Danger at 
prefent, it was only from Foreign Counfeb/ At length the 
Queftion being put upon Mr Shipper's Motion, it was car- 
ry 'd in the Negative by a Majority of 188 againil 8§. 

May 8. Mr Pnlteney acquainted the Houfc, ' That he Jf'JJJf^^^^^p^^ 
was apprehenfive of forae Mifmanaeements, and Imbesile- imbcskmemofthft 
ments of the publick Money, m relation to the 0000 Uutcn tnuxion ta6ooQ 
Troops, and the Service in North Britain : * Upon this ai"JiTi«p.,&ci 
it was rcfolv'd to prefent two AddreiTes to his Maje- 
liy ; One for an Account of the Money given for the 
Payment of the 6000 Dutch Troops taken into his Majefty's 
Service during the late Rebellion, with the Charge of the 
Tranfportation of the faid Troops forwards and backwards^ 
diftinguifhing each Particular under its refpeftive Head ; the 
Other for an Account of the Biftribution of the Extraordi- 
aaries and Contingencies iflued out for the Scnicc performed 
in North Britain during the late Rebellion, 

May 9. The Houfe prefented their Addrefs of Thanks to 
the King for his Speech, who returned the following Anfwer ; 

Gentlemen, 

" YT is with great Pleafure that I find the Direaions I ^.^X^^"*^^ 
*^ J. have given to make a Redudion in the Army, and nty ThaakJ* 
** Intentions to grant an A£l of Grace, are fo much to the 
" Satisfa^lon of my faithful Commons. 

" I thank you for the hearty AfTurances you gi%*e me of 
** your Affc^ions to my Perfon and Government ; and fhall 
*' always make fuch an Ufe of the Conhdence you repofe in 
•* jne, as may be moll for tiie Advantage of my People. 

May 12. A warm Debate arofe on a very odd Occafion. ^.^ ^^ w atrai 
Sir William Wyndham having movM, ' Thai DrSnape be morc^forLiiiup^ 
defir^d to preach before the Hoiife at St Margaret's, Welt- S/noulltf'^te 
jninfttr, upon the 29Ch of May ;' he was feconded by Mr ^^ih^f^^^r- 
Shippen^ and back'd by all the Members who had lately re- j^r^^fi'^p^'"** 
fign*d their Emplojinents. Mr Horatio Walpole, who fpoke Mt a WaJiwk, 
firil after Mr Shippen, faid, * That it was unufual, on fncb 
OccafionSj to put the Negati^'c on any Man, whom a Mem- 
ber of that Houfe had thought fit to name ; and that Dr 
Snape was not only a Perfon of Merit and great Learnings 
but had likewifc the Honour to be one of his Maj efty's 
Chaplains/ Mr Robert Walpole faid, * That he knew Dr ^ ^ ^'^ 
Snape to be a verv learned, and a very honeft Man: That 

Vot I * ft \m 



t7<7. 



tkft LccbtBtre« 



liiAlJliUck 



Mr Hur^erFonL 



( 150 ) 

He hzd not only eniruEled him with the Education of his own 
Children^ but alfo recommended the Sons of the Duke of 
Devonfhire and Lord Townfherid to his Care j and there- 
fore he coald not bat diink, chat he might be trailed with 
preaching a Sermon before that AfTembly** Mr Lechmere 
oppoiM them I and faidj * That he could not bat wonder, 
that a Member who had been one of the Managers againft 
Dr Sachevcrel, ihould now fpeal? in Behalf of a Divine who 
had aflerted the fame Notions of PalTive Obedience and Non- 
Eefiftance^ for whtch the other had been profecuted ; and 
who had lately attackM a flrenuous and worthy Champion 
of the Revelation and Proteftant Sacceflion,' Mr Aiflabie 
anfwer'dj * That he gave his Vote to Dr Snape, becaufc he 
loolcM upon him as a learned and honefl: Man : And as for 
having written againft the Bifhop of Bangor's [Dr Hoad/fyJ 
Sermon^ he did not think it a fufhcicnt Reafon to put upon 
him a Negative, which would be prejudging of a Contro* 
vcrfy that did not properly belong to their Cognizance*V_ 
The Lord Guernfey alfo fpoke in Behalf of Dr Snape j andH 
Mr Hungerford faid^ * That if the Court had not interposed' 
the Do£lor might have ihewn the Biihop fine Sport ; but that 
the King having orderM his Mini Hers to di/hand Part of the 
Army, they had, by Mi Hake, difbanded che Convocation.' 
Sir William Wynd ham's Motion bemg thus ftrongly fup- 
ported, and Mr Lechmere being back'd only by Sir Jo- 
fcph Jekyllj Mr Bofcawen, Mr Treby, and a few morCj 
the Qaeftion was put, and carry 'd in the Affirmative^ by 
141 Voices againft 131 ; and Sir William Wyndham and 
Mr Shippen were ordered to acquaint Dr Snnpe with the De- 
fire of the Houfe, 
-M.«ui™,,^iojv*, ^% '5' It was refolv'd to addrefs his Majefty to give 
TraSfJorltiQEl^'of ^'^^^'O^s to the CommiiTioncr of Tranfports to iky beforeJ 
the 600a Dutch ^ this Houfe all fuch Di regions as he has receivM or given^" 
Foopt, ^^^ ^^^j^ Letters and Papers as arc in his Hands relating to 

the Tranfportation of the Dutch Troops, and all Account! 
and Demands relating thereto* 

M^ 18. After the difpatching of private Bufinefs, Mr* 
Hunger ford mov'd, That Leave be given to bring in a 
Bill for examimng, taking, and ftatingthe publick Accounts 
of the Kingdom- He was fcconded by Mr. Horatio Wal- 
pole ; but the Queftion being put, it pafs*d in tlie Negative, 

May 20. The Commons having refolv'd thcmfelves into a 
CommitEee of the whole Houfe, to confider larther of Ways 
and Means for raifmg the Supply granted to his Majelly, 
ciri^J'^^the Gen, Stanhope kid before them the refpeaive Propofals of 
the South-Sea Company, and of the Bank of England, which 
were read, and which the Reader will £nd in the FQTES 
of this Seffion. 

After 
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Robert Wal* 
Objeftions agaiaft them, particularly againft that 
of the South- Sea Company. He was feconded by Mr. 
Hutchcfon, who endeavour*d to ihew, *Thar the Nati- 
on would fcarce gain this Year i 00,000 L by mat Bargain i 
and therefore he was for putting oiF this Affair 'till the next 
SeiHon, CO give the Communities Time to make more reafon* 
able Propofals/ He was anfwer'd by Mr, * Lowndes, Mem- 
Iwr for St. Maw's, who faid^ ' He had much ado to find out 
the Meaning of the Member who fpoke lafl ; that in the 
fame Speech he had advanced, That the Nattcn would gain 
nothing this Year^ and then ownM that the Nation would gain 
I oojooo L That fuppofmg the Gain to be no more than 
the lafl mentionM Sum, yet the Fropofa] of the South- Sea 
Company was not to be rejcfled^ fince it would enable 
ihe Nation to begin to reduce the publick Debts. That 
Jn cafe the Propofa-ls of the Communities were not 
thought reafonable^ nothing, in his Opinion, could be more 
cffeflual to bring the Communities to Reafon, than a Vote of 
that Houfe i and therefore the Commons needed but declare 
their Intentions, and he did not doubt but the Communities 
would comply therewith/ After Mr, Hutchefon had reply ^d 
fomething by Way of Explanation, Mr, Hungerford faid, Ms Hi 
• That for his own Part, he ever was of Opinion, that the 
Parliamentary Faith ought to be preferv'd untouched and 
inviolable ; that by keeping up the National Credit, England 
was glutted \*ith Moneyi and was become the general lank 
of Europe, while moft of the neighbouring States were re- 
duced to Stretghts, and wanted Specie. That Frajiee had loft 
her Credit, or rather never had any ; and if there was any 
Money in that Kingdom, "twa^i in the Hands of the Re- 
gent ; for what Purpofe he could not tell. That though the 
Parliamentafy Faith ought to remain inviolate, yet he did 
not doubt, but the Wifdom of the Rcprefentatives of th^ 
Nation could find legal Ways to reduce the Intereil of publick; 
Securities, fmce the Parliamentary Faith confifted only in the 
fecuring the Payment of the Capital Sums advanced by pri- 
vate Perfons for the Ufe of the Publjck. That he did not 
underlland why the Publick ihould pay a higher Interelt thair 
a private Man. That he knew by Experience, and in the 
Courfe of his Bufmefs, that Money may be had at 4 1. pst^ 
Ctnt. on good Securities i that there was on the Floor % 
Member of the Houfe who had lent him a 0,0 00 I. at that 
Kate I and therefore it was to be hop*d, tliaC the Conim uni- 
ties duly weighing all this, would offer to the Houfe more 
reafonable Fropofais/ Mr. John Smith backed Mr .Hunger- Mt|,5nitit 
R t tgrd 
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^aw ^GM'ii fbitly and tdi, ^ That <me would have expefied, that the 

\j0'iS^j Conimiuiides and mon^'d Men, who, to make themfelves 
popnkr, boaft of their 2^eal for the prefisnt Government, 
ihonldy on this Occaiion, have given convincing Phx>ft of 
it, by contributing more than they ofier*d to do, towards re- 
ducing the publick Debts, and eafing the knded Men, who 
Jbr fo many Years have bom the greatefl Part of the Nation^ 
al Burdens. That, in his Opinion, it was of dangerous Con- 
sequence to borrow Money of the Communities i^n the 
!Poot of their Propofals, "fince by the granting them a Term 
of Years, the^ Parliament debarred themfelves of the Liberty 
of taxing publick Funds, which they had a Right to do, in 
cafe of extreme Neceffity, without violating the Paiiiamenta- 
ry Faith. That, for his own Part, he thought the Commu- 
nities ought to be iatisfy*d with one Year's Notice ; but the 
8eafon being fo far advanced, that there could not be above 
£ve Months before the next Seifion, he was for putting off 
this Bufinefs *till then ; and, in the m^an Time, the Com- 
munities might maturely confider of it.* Upon this, Mr. * 

J4r Hfl p^l"! , Hopkins, Member for Ilchefler, replied, * That he had as 
great a Regard to the landed, as to the moneyed Intereft ; 
not only becaufe he had, God be thanked, fome Land of his 
own, but alfo becaufe he was fatisfy'd that the landed and 
moneyed Interefts are entirely the fame, iince the Valoe of 
Land rifes or Mis in Proportion to the Plenty or Scarcity of 
Money. That in the Courfe of Bufinefs, it is ufual for thofe 
who borrow, to propofe fome Advantage to the Lenders ; 
but that on this Occaiion, the Communities were (6 far from 
getting any Thing by advancing Money to the Government, . 
that, on the contrary, they facrific'd their own Intereft tothat 
pf the Publick. That if the Thing was rightly confider'd, it 
would be found, that the Perfons concerned in the South-Sea 
Stock, by contenting themfelves with an Intereft of 5 1. fir 
Cent, inilead of fix, to which they are intituled by an A€t 
of Parliament, did, in Reality, lofe 20 1. in every 1 20 1. fo 
that the Company, by accepting the fame Annoity for 
twelve Millions which they had before for ten, did in £ffc& 
prefent the Government with two Millions, which being ap- 
ply*d to the paying off the Lotteries and other redeemable 
Funds, great Advantages might thereby accrue to the Pnbr 
lick. That he could not forbear taking Notice of what had 
been fuggefted by fome People without. That the Litereft of 
the publick Funds might ^ reduced at once by an A€t of Par- 
liainent ; but that he hop*d no fuph Thing w&s cv^r intend- 
ed 

^ Thk Gentleman heU no JPlace or Fntphyment; hit an Jcenmt ^ his 
very remarkablf Chara^^r may liefHft in Mt fofe's Ethic E^kSy Iw, II{. 
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cd by any that fat in that Haufe ; for^ in his Opinion^ it 
could not be done without violating chc Parliamentary Faith, 
and giving a dangerous Wound to publick Credit/ This 
Speech was anfwer'd by Mr, Aiflabie^ who took Notice, 
* That of late Years the Companies of moneyed Men were 
grown fo proud as not only to treat familiarly with the Par- 
fiament, but even to pretend to diOate to them ; that there- 
fore it was high Time to give them a Check, and let them 
know> that the landed Men, and their Reprefentacives, were 
Mailers of the main Spring and Stock of the Wealth and 
Strength of the Kingdom : And, concluded, for putting oflf 
this Bufmcft 'till the next Seilion,' Hereupon Colonel * 
Bladen, Member for Stockbridge, ihew^'d, how dangerous coL Biaddu 
it wa5 to delay an Affair of fo great Importance ; and he 
was back'd by Sir Filher Tench, Member for Southwark, sirPiihefTcnciw 
On the other Hand, Mr Pulteney faid, ' He did not know Mr w^Riitency, 
what private Advantage fo me Perfons might have in accepting 
the Propofal of the South- Sea Company ; but that, m his 
Opinion^ no Term of Vcars ought to be granted, or, at moll, 
not above three Years." General Stanhope^beingfenfible that c^ciu suuUiope. 
the Oppofition made againll the Propofals of the Communi- 
tieSj and the Reflexion of private Advantage, were chiefly 
leveVd again ft him, thought fit to vindicate himfelf : • He 
ingenuoufty ownM his Incapacity tor the Affairs of the Trea^ 
fury, whidi were fo remote from his Studies and Inclinati- 
on, chat therefore he would fain have kept the Employ- 
ment he had before, which was both more eafy, and more 
profitable to hinj ; but that he thought it his i>uty to obey 
the King's Commands. That, however, he would endea- 
vour to make up, by Application, Honelly, and DillnterTell- 
ednefi, what he wanted in Abilities and Experience. That 
he would content himfelf with the Salary and Liwful Perqui- 
fitcs of his Office ; and though he had quitted a better Place, 
he would not quarter himfelf upon any Body to make it up; 
that he had no Brothers, nor other Rebtions, to provide for 5 
and that, upon his fird entring Into the Treafury, he had 
made a ftanding Order agn^inJl the late Pradlice of granting 
Rcverfionsof Places/ Mr Walpole, who thought himfeJf MxR.WaJpcfc.' 
reflefted on in what Cen. StanJiope had faid, reply 'd with 
great Warmth, compkining of Breach of Friendfhip, and 
betraying private Converfation, * He frankly own'd. That 
while he was in Employment, he had endeavour"'d to ferve 
his Friends and Rektions ; than which, in his Opinion, no- 
thing was more reafonable, or more jult : That as to the 
granting Rei**erfions, he was willing to acquaint the Houfe 
with the Meaning of it : That be had no Qbjeaions agamU 
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Anno i^ Geo. I. the Gierman Minifters, whom his Mkjeft^ Immglit v^th Yarn 
K^^y^'^^sj ^rom Hanover, and who, a» fo as he hadobferv'd, had all 
along behavM themfelvts like Mien of Honour i bat that 
there was a mean Fellow, of what Ration he could not tell, 
who took upon him to difpofe of Employments ; that this 
Man having obtain'd the Grant of a Reverfion, defign^d 
for his Son, Mr Walpole thought it too good for him, and 
therefore kept it for his own Son. That thereupon that 
Foreigner was fo fancy as to demand of him the Sum of 
2500 1. under Pretence, that he had been ofFer*d fo much 
for the faid Reveriion ; but that he was wi&r than to com- 
ply with his Demand. And that one of the chief Reafons 
that made him refign his Places, was, becauie he would not 
connive at fome Things that were carrying on.' General 
Stanhope anfwer'd 5 Mr Walpole reply'd 5 and fome hard 
Exprcffions having efcap'd them in the Heat of the 'Dif-^ 
pute, Mr Hungetford endeavoured to put a Stop to it. 'I 
am forr/, (aid he, to fee thefe two great Men fall foul oir 
one another ; however, in my Opinion, we muft (till look 
upon them as Patriots, and Fathers of their Country; and 
fince they have, by Mifchance, difcovcr'd their Nakednefs, 
we ought, according to the Cuftom of the Eaft, as the 
Scripture telb us, cover it by turning our Back' upon them. 
He added. That this unlucky Accident had, however, pro- 
duced fome Good, in that it had reveal*d a Piece of iecret 
Hiflory, viz. the fcandalous Pradice of felUng Places and 
Reversions ; and therefore he mov*d. That the honourable 
Member who made the Difcovery, might be call'd upon 
to name the Perfon.* No Body feconding this Motion, 
Sir Jofeph Jekyll * brought back the Attention of the Af- 
fembly to the Bufinefs under Confideration, and lhew*d the 
Danger of putting oiF till the next Winter, the Condi^Bon 
of an Afiair of fo great Confequence. He was backM by' 
Mr Aiilabie, who viid, ^ That as he never defign'd, b he 
would not be thought to oppofe any Thing that cariy'd the 
face of publick Good j and therefore he was for granting 
to the South-Sea Company the Term of Years £at had 
been mentioned, viz. ^ Years, and a Year's Notice.' The 
Queftion being put thereupon, it was carry'd without di- 
viding. The Speaker having refumM the Chair, MrBof- 
cawen a£ted the Part of a common Friend between General 
Stanhope and Mr Walpole, faying, ' That it was melan* 
choly to fee that any Difference fhould ha|^pen between 
thofe two worthy Members, unbecoming their own Cha- 
racters, and the Dignity of that AfTembly ; bui that 'tv^'ould 
ftill be a greater Misfortune, if they mould go oiit with 
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any Refentnient i and therefarc he mov'd. That the Houfe 
would lay their Commands upon chemj that no farther 
Notice be taken of what had pafs'd. Mr Methueit fecond- 
ed Mr Bofcawen, whofe Motion being tinanimouily agreed 
COj the Speaker put it immedtately in EsrecutiQii. 

M^ 2 K Mr Pukeney, made Obfenrations on fome Pa- 
pers which, that Day, had been laid before the Houfe by 
Mr Coleby, the Commiifioner for Tranfports, relating to 
theTranfportation of the Dutch Troops in November 1715^ 
and fuggelled. That the Perfon who was entrufted with the 
Management of that Affair, [mmfting tki Lord Cudoganl 
had defrauded the Fablick, on (cveral Articles ; and, thac 
the Hoafe might be thoroughly informed of the whole 
Matter, he mov'd. That his Majefty be addrefs'd for the 
feveral Papers that might give Light into that Tranfporta- 
tion. He was feconded and back'd by feveral Members i 
upon which it was refolv'd and orderM, to pre fen t four Ad- 
dreCes to his Maje%, fui^. J. For an Account of the Par- 
ticulars of the Sum of zto6/ laj. Zd. with Copies of 
the Vouchers for paying the fame, charged for bringing 
the 6000 Dutch Troops from their refpeftive Garrifons to 
OAend^ in order to embark for Great Britain^ at the Time 
of the late Rebellion. XL An Account of the Particulars 
of the Sum of 991 /. 3/^6 d, with Copies of the Voach- 
crs, l^€. for Tents^ Sacks, and other NecefTaries faid to be 
delivered to the faid 6000 Dutch Forces. III. Copies of 
all the Contrad^ made for traufporting the faid Troops to 
Great Britain, and Copies of all Vouchers for paying any 
Sums of Money relating to the fame. And, IV, An Ac- 
count of all the Bills of Exchange drawn from Abroad upon 
the refpedive Offices of Great Britain, in the Years 1715 
and 1716, for^ or on Account of, the late Rebellion. 

M^r^ zi. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Houfe on Ways and Means, took into Confidcration the 
Propofal of the Bank of England, for advancing Money to 
the Government ; upon which there arofe a Debate, that 
laHed three or four Hours, and then the farther Con fide ra- 
tion of that Matter was put off till the 24th, when the 
Committee came to feveral RefoJations i and Mr Speaker 
having rcfum'd the Chair, the Report of the Rcfoludoni 
relating to the South-Sea Company, and the Bank of Eng* 
land, was ordered to be receiv'd upon that Day Se'nnight ; 
but the Governor and Dire^ors of the Bank of England 
having made a Demur upon accepting the Conditions offered 
them by the Commons, before they had held a General 
Court, the faid Report was, on the 31ft of May, farther 
adjourned to the 6th of June. 
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May 24. The Houfe refolv'd to addxefs his Majefty» 
That fuch Dire£Uons as were Tent to his Miniflei? in Hol- 
Tbe Hoafe refoift land, and their Anfwers, as far as they, relate to the £x- 
^^d^^t^'the pence of the Dutch Troops, be laid before the Honfe. 

*°7 uS^T^r*** ^'^^ ^7' '^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ * Meflage to the Commons to 

quint the H(wIa acquaint them that their Lordfhips had appointed the 13th 

^i?!JKlifti'^of June, for the Trial of the Earl of Oxford. 

ftrtfeki?*" ^^ 3°' '^^^ Commons having taken the iaid Meflage 

into Coniideration, appointed a Committee to confider of the 

S^!^^]!^ State of the Impeachment againft the (aid Earl. Several 

fith^'siacrcJm. Members of the Secret Committee, who firft pufli'd on that 

iHitiee. Profecution, being call'd up to the Houfe of Peers, as Sir 

Richard Onflow, the Lord Coningsby, and Sir Robert Marfh- 

am ; fome abfent, and others grown remifs and indifferent 

in the Matter, it was thought proper to fupply thofe Defefis, 

by adding to the remaining Members of the (aid Secret 

Committee, Mr. Carter, Sir William Thompfon, Seij. 

Birch, Serj. Pengelly, Seij. Reynolds, and Mr. Goidott. 

And it was ordered. That the faid Committee have Power 

to fend for Perfons, Papers, and Records, and to adjourn to 

fuch Times and Places as they (hould think fit. 

?i^J^^ The fame Day, Sir William Wyndham mov'd. That the 

Kouicfor hisscr- Thanks of the Houfe be given to Dr. Snapc, for the Sermon 

'"°"' by him preachM before this Houfe the Day before, at St. 

Margaret's Weibninfler, and that he be defir*d to print the 

lame : He was feconded by Mr. Shippen, and opposed by the 

fame Party who had opposed the Dodor's preaching, but the 

QuefUon being put, was carry'd in the AjSirmative l^ 86 

Voices againft 70. 

Several Papers re- Several Papers relating to the 6000 Dutch Troops, Mrtrt 

T5J?p»*hw bctoc*" ^^ ^^ore the Commons, and upon a Motion made by Lieu- 

Houie. tenant General Erie,, it was refolv'd to take that Affiur into 

Confideration, in a Committee of the whole Honfe, the 

Tuefday following. 

June 3. Mr. Coleby, the Commiffioner for Tranf- 
ports, Lieutenant General Maccartney, and others, were or- 
dered to attend, the next Morning, the Committee of the 
whole Houfe, to whom it was referred to confider of the 
Matters relating to the Tranfportation of the Dutdi Forces. 
The fameDay the Secret Committee met for the firft Time, 
and chofe Mr. Carter for their Chairman, in the Room of 
Mem£«lddcd to Mr. Walpolc, who abfented himfelf ; and General Stanhope 
li'cS?!"''"'* °^ happening at this Time to be indifpos'd, the Committee met 
feveral Times without being able to do any Bnfineis. This 
was the Reafon why four other Perfons were added to 
the reft, viz. Mr. Addifon, Mr. Craggsjnn, Sir Nathaniel 
Mead and Mr. Jeffop. 




( *37 } 

yu7t§4. The Houfe, according to Ori.tr ^ was to refolve It felf 
into a Committee of the whole Houfei to take into Confide- 
ration the feveral Papers renting to the Charge of Tranf- 
portation of the Dutch Troops, to and from Great Britain j 
and J ike wife the Papers relating to the Contingencies and 
Esctraordinaries, for Services performM in North Britain dur- 
ing the Rebellion ; But the Courtiers obferving, That the 
Tory- Party, now ftrongly reinforcM by the difcon tented 
Whigs, had the Majority, a Motion was made, That the 
Ingrofs'd Malt-Bill be read a third Time, This Motion 
being contrary to Order, was opposed not only by all the 
Tories J but alib by many of the Court- Par ty» who were not 
in the Secret of it i fo that after a Debate of about an Hour^ 
the Queflion being put, was carry 'd in the Negative by a 
vaft Majority* This preliminary Slcirmilh had, however* 
the ElFeil the Court- Party expefted, which was only to give 
Time to their abfent Friends to come to the Houfe. In the 
mean while, the Court- Party having proposed Mr Farrer to 
be Chairman of the Grand Committee, Mr. Walpole put up 
Mr Edgcombe in Oppofition to him j and the former doubt- 
ing their Strength, chofe rather to yield, than to run the 
Hazard of a Difappointment ; fo that Mr. Edgcombe was 
accordingly plac-d in the Ch:iir. This done, the Clerk 
proceeded to the Reading of the Papers that had been laid 
before the Houfe, relating to the Tranfportation of the 
Dutch Forces, afcerthe Reading of which, Mr. Pulteneymade 
a Speech^ wherein he fhew'd * That there had been great 
Sum^ of Money embezzeVd in this Expedition i that he could 
not fix the Fraud upon any Body ; but that it plainly appear'd> 
that the Sum of upwards of 200O 1. was * twice chargM for 
the fame Service, viz. for tranfporting the Dutch Forces into 
Great Britain.' This wasanfwer'd by Mr* Craggs, * who, in 
particular, fhcw'd the Reafon why the refpeflivc Sums of 
104^1* and 2061 1. were charged for Tranfports. On the 
other Hand, Lieutenant General Maccartney, who had affill- 
cd the Lord Cadogan in taking Care of the Marching and 
Embarkation of the Dutch Troops, being cxamin'd at the 
Bar, vouched feveral Particulars relating to the Provifions and 
Tranfports, But neverthelefs, Mr Robert Walpole, Mr 
Shippcn, and Mr Sfliith, maintain^ Mr Pulteney's Affertion, 
with a great deal of Warmth, and made fevere Refle£tions 
on the Perfons employed in bringing over the Dutch Troops ♦ 
Ofi the contrary, Mr Lechmeic \^ Genr Stanhope, Mr 
Hampden, Sir William Thorn pfon, and Mr Aiflabie, fpofcc 
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in Vindication of the Lotd Cadogan. Mr Robert Wslpcle 
fupported Mr Pulteney's Charge with much Vehemence, and 
at two different Times, fpoke near the Space of two Hours, 
^d fhrain'd his Voice to that Degree, that he was taken 
with a violent Blee4ing at the No^, which eblig'd him to 
go out of the Houfe ; but came back before the Queftion 
was put. The main Strefs of his Reafoning wa$, * That 
by the Papers that had been read, there was an apparent 
Fraud ; tho' he could not fay, but that it might afterwards 
appear otherwife ; and he could not tell, but that the Lord 
Cadogan might produce other Evidence to prove his Inno- 
cence.' Sir Jofeph Jekyll took Notice of the Inconfiftency 
of Mr Walpole*s Argument ; for if the Fraud was apparent^ 
it was confequently real ; and if fucb, it Was impoffible to 
appear otherwife, and confequently for the Perfon on whcnn 
the Fraud was laid, to prove himfelf innocent i but that, in 
his Opinion, neither was there any apparent Fraud, nor, if 
there were, could it, with any Juftice or Equity, be charged 
on the Lord Cadogan, who, in all this Affair, a£ted only as 
a publick Miniiler, and not either as a Commander, or an 
Agent i concluding with fome Praifes on his Lordfbip, who, 
in Military At^irs, held the fecond Rank, next to that 
Great Man to whom every Body allowed the firfl.* Mr Lech- 
mere likcwife diilinguiih'd himfelf on this Occafion ; and 
urg'd, *That this Enquiry was altogether frivolous and 
groundlefs : That as it was the Refult of Party Pique and 
Malice, fo it had no other View than to blacken and afperfe 
a Perfon whofe greatefl Crime was, that he had real bright 
Qualities, that drown'd the Tinfel Merit of others. That 
this- Enquiry was of the fame Nature with thofe that had 
formerly been fet on Foot againft the Duke of Marlborov^h, 
the Lord Townfhend, and an honourable Member of that 
Houfe 5 and, he hop'd, would have the fame End.. That it 
look'd very ftrange, that the Perfons who now appeared the 
hotteft in this Enquiry, fhould have been filent aboat thefe 
pretended Frauds while they were in Place : But that it was 
ftiU more furprizing to hear them exclaim, with (b much 
Rancour and Bitternefs, againft a noble Lord, of whom they 
had been heard to fay. That the fpeedy fuppreffing of the 
Rebellion in Scotland, was, under God, owing to his Adi- 
vity and Indefatigablenefs ; and that if another General had 
had the Management of that Affair, he would have made it 
a ten Years War.' Mr Hungerford fpoke in Favonr of the 
Lord Cadogan, and faid, ' He wonder'd there was fb much 
Noife made about a Dutch Reckoning ; that by all that had 
been laid before them, the Lord Cadogan appearM very in- 
nocent ; and therefore he thought he defervM rather the 
Praife, than the Ccnfurc of the Houfe.' After both Parties 

had 
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had maintain'd the Conflid 'till near Eight in the Even- Aniidj:Ceo.i, 
ing. General Stanhope, in order to let the Bafinefs drop, * '^'^' 
movM, That the Chairman leave the Chair : Which, upon 
the Queftion being put, was carry'd in the Affirmative by 
204 againft 1 94.. This was look'd upon as a great Vidory 
on the Court Side ; for had the other Party gain'd their 
Point, it was apprehended, that they defign'd not only to 
have paisM a Cenfure^ upon the Lord Cadogan, but alio to 
have carry*d the Enquiry farther. 

June 1 2. Mr Carter reported from the Committee ap^ 
pointed to confider the State of the Impeachment againft 
Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, * That the Com- 
mittee had met feveral Times, and made fome Progrefs in 
the Matters to them referred ; but that the Profecution of 
the (aid Impeachment having been interrupted fpr fo many 
Months, by the Intervention of many weighty and urgent 
Afiairs, which more nearly and immediately concern'd the 
Welfare, Defence, and Security of the Kingdom ; it was 
become abfolutely neceiTary for thofe who fhould be appoint- 
ed to manage the faid Impeachment, to review, and care* 
fully perufe all the Treaties, Records, Letters, and other 
Papers proper and neceflary for fupporting this Profecution ; 
which being very voluminous, it would be impoffible within 
the Time appointed for the Tryal, to adjuft and apply 
the proper Evidence to the feveral Articles.' Hereupon it 
was moved. That a Mellage be fent to the Lords, acquaint-^ Motion fordefiriag 
ing them with the Reafons why this Houfe could not pro- t'S^aJuf o^tlSs 
cecd on the Tryal of Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl J^^,^"*" 
Mortimer, at the Time appointed ; and to defire that the preparM to^Seed 
fame might be put off to a farther Day. Upon this there ****°^ *^' 
was, for two or three Minutes, a Silence in ther Houfe, the 
Members looking upon one another, waitiTig wl\o fhould Debate thereon* 
fpeak firft. At laft, Mr Hungerford rofe up, and took MrHungerfvO. 
Notice of the great Hardfhips which the Earl of Oxford 
had undergone. Then Mr Bofcaw^n exprefs'd his Concern, Mr Boicawea. 
' That a- Profecution which the Commons had begun in fo 
folemn a Manner, and which was thought fo neceflary to 
vindicate the Honour and Juflice ^f the Nation, fhould, « 
at lafl, be drppp'd % which, he was fure, would be a Re- 
flection on that Houfe.* Here again was a deep Silence ; 
and Mr Speaker rifmg, in order to put the Queftion, Mr 
TufFnel took that Opportunity to fpeak as follows. 
Mr Speaker, 

* I have not yet troifbled the Houfe upon any of the Jt^S**"** 
Impeachments : However, fince I have given my AfTent to ***^^* 
every Article exhibited againft this Noble Lord, I think it, 
in fome Mcafure, incum.bent upon m?, to declare the Rev 
fons why I did fo. I am fure there is no Gentleman in this 
S 3 Houfc^ 
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H<mfet that at any Time more miwflUndy comes into any 
Thing that has the leaft Appearance of Sev^ty towuds 
his Fellow-SubjedlSy than my felf. And I can, with a 
great deal of Sincerity affirm, that no perfonal Pique, Pre- 
judice, or Refentment ever did, and I hope never will, in^ 
fluence my Vote ; efpecially when either the Life, the 
Fortune, or the Reputation of any Man is concerned. What 
I did, I did out of a diiinterefted Zeal ; out of an indiipen- 
iible Love and Duty to my Country : And whatever may 
be the Fate of this Profecution, I then thought, and ftiU 
am of Opinion, that the Meafures whidTthis NoUe Lord 
entered into, as Prime Minifter, have, if I may be excused 
the Impropriety of the Expreffion, laid a Foundation for 
the Ruin of his Country. I have already dedar'd, that 
I have, in every Part of the Accufation, voted againft this 
Noble Lord. As to the Articles of High Crimes and Mif- 
demeanors, I believe there is no Body but thinks there was 
fufficient Ground for them : As to the High Treafon, 
where lay the only Difficulty, I muft freely own, had I 
confulted only my private Opinion, I couM fearce have 
thought it included in the twenty-fifth of Edward IIL But 
when an honourable Gentleman, who was then Chairman 
of the Secret Committee, undertook, in a Fad which the 
Houfe had ali'eady adjudged to be High Treafon, to bring 
that Matter as home to the Earl of Oxford, as the Report 
had done to the then Lord Bolingbroke ; when he gave us 
all the AfTurances imaginable, diat the^ had living and 
legal Evidence to fupport the Charge ; fuch as it was al- 
mofl the unanimous Opinion of the Com^njttee, might be 

fiven in Weftminfler-Iiall ; and he hop'd, that fii^e the 
loufe had thought fit to repofe a Confidence In diem, it 
would not be expeded the Evidence ihould be difcover'd, 
left it might give them an (^portunity of being fipduc'd : 
This, I fay, and this alone, fway'd my Opinion. I then 
confider'd my felf adting, not as a Judge, but as a Profecu- 
tor. And when that very ingenious Gentleman, whom I 
always hear with the greateft Pleafure, an^ to whoie Judg- 
ment I always pay the greateft Deference, I iky, when lus 
Honour^ hi^ Underftanding, his Veracity, his every Thing 
was fo far engag'd, the only Queftion with me was, whe- 
ther it was reafonable to undertake the Profecution, or not f 
And upon thefe Confiderations I can*t but think I fhould 
have been extremely wanting in that Duty which I owe to 
my Country, if I ihould have declined giving my Vote to 
bring an Offender to publick Juftice ; when, at the fame 
Time,* I was fully convinc'd that he had* betrayed the 
Honour and Intereft of this Nation** 

Mr 
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■ Mr Bromley taking Notice, that the Dint of this Speech 

■ yms principally leveil'd at Mr Robert Walpole, endeavoured 
I to vindicate him, by faying, ' That tho' he was Chairman 
I of the fecret Committee, yet, if any Thing was done 

amifs among them, it were hard to lay all the Blame at his 
Door, fmcc the whole Committee were eqiially concern' d 
in the Impeachments.' A% to the Matter now under Con* 
fideration, Mr Bromley added, * That they had been told 
above a Year and a half ago, that the Evidence was ready ; 
but that they ought not to give the Lords the Trouble of 

I going thro' the whole Impeachment, fince, irj his Opi- 
nion, twenty of the Articles were altogether vain and need- 
lefs*^ Some Members refenting this AiTertion, Mr Brom- 
ley immediately explained himfelf, faying, * That if the 
two Articles that were for High Treafon, could be made 
good, the other twenty would be needlefs and insignificant/ 
Mr Shippen> who fpoke on the fame Side, faid, among Mrsiuppcn. 
other Things, * That this Impeachment had been depend- 
ing fo Iong» that every Body expeded it would be dropt ; 
and, indeed, unJefs the two Articles of High Treafon could 
be made good, he thought it unreafonabk to give the two 
Houfcs an unnecefikry Trouble about the other Articles, 
by keeping them fitting in the hotteft Part of the Summer : 
That, after all, thofe who had iidl begun the Impeach- 
ments, ought to be fatisfy'd with having got the Places of 
thofe that were impeached ; which, indeed, feemM to be 
what they had principally in View : That the Truth of this 
appeared evidently from the Behaviour of the Gentleman 
who was the moit forward and aftive in the Impeachments, 
[Mr Rahri Waif&ii\ whofe Warmth was very much tibated 
iince he was out of Place : That he did not mention this as 
a Rcfledion on that Gentleman, for whom he ever had a 
great Refped ; but that he was afraid this would leffen him 
in the Elleem of others : That, for his own Part, he was 
not in the leaft furpriz'd at this Conduft i of which he had, 
of late, obferv'd many Inftances ; but that he ever difap- 
prov'd it : That if he would have been a Time-fefver, he 
might, as well as other People, have got fomc good Em- 
ployment ; but that he rather chofe to be contented nlth a 
fmall pri^'ate Fortune^ than betray his Sentiments ; And as 
an Inftance, he added, he could never be guilty of fo much 
Adulation, as to compliment a certain Perfon with the 
Rank of fecond General, [miaftmg ih Lmd Cad^g£Ln\ to the 
Frcjadice of an honourable and worthy Member of that 
Houfif, \mtamng Gentml tfehhl whofe glorious A^ons had 
gaiu'd him an immortal Name.' Mr Hungerford then fiid, 
* That for his own Part, he ever was ag:iinfl Impeach- 
mcnig^ bccaufe he bad obfeir'd that they generally come to 

nothing i 
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nothing ; and as for the Refledion made by die wortfay 
Gentleman who fpoke laft^ he fupposM it was meant far 
fome Body elfe : [Looiing, as hi /poke ibu, tmvards Sir 
Jofepb Jekyll^ <who Jat near him, and ivboy (Page i^^ bad 
Jo. jckyii. JpokiH in behalf of the Urd Cadogan.'] Sir Jofeph Jekyll 
juftify'd himfelfy both as to this, and as to the Share he 
y had in the Impeachment of the Earl of Oxford; having, 
from the Beginning, been againil the Articles for High 
Treafon. After this, Mr Walpole made a feint Apology 
for himfelf, faying, among other Things, * Tluit he 1^ 
of late look'd over fome of the aioit material Papers re- 
' lating to this Impeachment, and he was ftill convinced in 
his Confcience, that the late Miniftry had given .themfelves 
up entirely, and were ready to deliver up the Nation to 
France." But having let drop an Infinoadon, as if many 
who followed his Opinion in the Bufinefs of the Impeach* 
ments, did it rather out of Compliment to his Power, than 
to his Perfon, Mr TufFnel refenting this Innuendo, imme- 
diately repeird the Dint of it, by appealing to that honour- 
able Member, ' Whether he ever made his Court to him } 
* And whether he had not paid him more Refpe6t fince he 
was out, then when he was in Place ?' On the other Hand,* 
Mr Lechmere ftrongly fupported the Motion for the MeA 
fage, and, among other Things, faid, * It was no Wonder 
that a certain Set of Men, who had, at firft, onpos^d the 
Impeachments, fhould now be for letting them drop ; and 
that this was yet the lefs furprizing, in that the fame Gen- 
tlemen had conftantly opposed all that had been inropo8*d for 
the Support of the prefent happy Settlement: But that for 
his own Part, he was of the fame Opinion he ever had 
been of, viz. that the Nation could not profper, till they 
had brought thofe to Juilice, who betrayed its Allies in to 
fcandalous a Manner, and brought it to thQ very Brink of 
Ruin ; and that he would venture his Life in this Profe- 
cution.* After this, it was carry'd, without dividing. That 
a Meilage be fent to the Lords ; which being done the 
fame Day, their Lordihips took it immediately into Con- 
iideration. 

Jmne 13. The Lords fent a Meilage to the Commons to 

acquaint them with their Refolution, of putting off the Earl 

of Oxford's Trial to the 24th of June. 

ir H. WaipdTc Jj^^f 1 8. Writs having been iiTued to fupply Vacandes, 

SSiX*i^m-*°^^^^*^^'^ ^y ^^^^"^^ Members having accepted Places, Mr 

lie^fromSiS Mo'^^^^ Walpole mov'd, that Leave be given to bring in 

n)^tL ^^ A Bill to repeal Jo much of an AQ pa/id in the fixtb Tmr if 

^teen Annex's Reign, intitled. An AS for tbi Security of ber 

Majejifs Perfon and Go^vernment^ Csff as relates to Ac mak- 

rany Perfon capable of being again defied after the Ao* 

ceptance 
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eeptance of any Office of Prc^t from the Crown. He was 
feconded by Mr Daniel Campbell, and no Member op- 
pofing that Motion, the (aid Bill was ordered to be brought 
in. 

June 24. Being the Day appointed by the Lords for the The Commons^r^ 
Trial of the Earl of Oxford the Commons refolv'd to be as rcomnutty"at 
prefent, as a Committee of the whole Houfe ; and the «I«E^iofo»ford'j 
Managers and other Members having taken their refpedlive 
^Haces in Weftminfter-Hall, the Lords came thither like- 
wife, and the Earl of Oxford was brought to the Bar, 
TJjen, by the Lord High Steward's Commands, were read, 
I. The Articles of Impeachment exhibited by the Com- 
mons* IL The Earl's Anfwer to them j and. III. The 
Replication of the Commons. After the Reading of which, ' 

the Lord High Steward addrefs'd himfelf to the Prifoner at 
the Bar in a Speech fuitable to the Occafion. This done, 
his Lordfhip told the Gentlemen of the Houfe of Common^ 
that they might proceed : And then Mr Hampden, one of 
the Managers for the Houfe of Commons, opened his Charge, 
which being ended. Sir Jofeph Jekyll flood up, in order to 
proceed on the firil Article of the Impeachment ; but as 
he was beginning to fpeak, he was interrupted by the Lord 
Harcourt, who lignifyM to their Lordihips, that before the 
Managers for the Commons proceeded farther, he had 
fomething to offer to their Lordihips, who thereupon ad- 
journed to their own Houfe, and the Commons returned to 
theirs. The Lords being about to go down again to Weft- 
minfter-Hall, fent a MeSage to the Commons to acquaint 
them therewith \ upon which the Commons in a Committee 
of the whole Houfe, returned alfo to Weftminller-Hall, 
where the Lord High Steward acquainted the Managers 
with their Lordihips Refolution, viz. ' That theCommons be The Lonb refbii« 

* not admitted to proceed in order to make good the Articles Jdi^^^Sctef 

• againftRobert Earl of Oxfordand Earl Mortimer, for High for High Trctioo. 

* Crimes and Mifdemeanours, till Judgment be firfl given 

• upon the Articles for High Treafon.' 

This Refolution of the Lords was highly difagreeable to 
the Commons ; as it feem'd to pre,fcribe to them the par- 
ticular Articles on which they were firft to proceed -^Ac- 
cordingly feveral Conferences were held between both 
Houfes about the Method of Proceeding at the Earl of Ox- 
ford's Trial. 

June 27. Th!5 Commons having defir'd a free Conference upon whkh a.free 
with the Lords on the fubjed Matter of the late Conferences, ^Sf'^i^iJi^*'" 

Jufy I. Mr Carter * reported, That the Lords infifted up- Lords nfufe. 
on denying a fvtt Conference i This put the Houfe into a 

Flame; 
* Made Attorney General to ibe Tmoe if Jf^ m this S^. 
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Flame ; and it being thereupon orderM, That the fiud Report 
be Now taken into Confideration, feveral warm Speeches 
were made on that Occafion, by General Stanhope and 
Mr Craegs, immediately after whom Mr Tuffnell rofe up, 
and fpoKe as follows ; 
Mr Speaker, 
< I can't but think the Proceeding of the Lords veiy ex- 
traordinary upon this Occafion, That, after having received 
the Artides as delivered in by this Houfe, they ihould 
now come to a Refolution, * That the Conmions be not ad* 

* mitted to proceed upon the High Crimes and Mifdemea- 
' nours, till Judgment be iiril given upon the Articles for 

* High Treafon.' And here, though unwillingly, 1 muft ob- 
ierve. That the Expreflion made ufe of in their Lordlhips 
Meflage to the Commons, to me feems very unfuitable to 
that Candor which they have fo remarkably ihewn upon all 
Occaiions, and from whence this Houfe might reaionably 
exped a more becoming Treatment There's another 
Thing which I can't but take Notice of, which is. That 
after havipg had Conferences with the Commons on this 
Subject, they fhould now refufe a free Conference, which I 
ihould have thought, muft have been the natural Refult of 
the former, as being the moft probable Way to accommo- 
date Matters in Cafes of Difficulty. The Reaibn they give 
for this their adhering to their Refolution is. That this is a 
Point of Judicature which folely belongs to their LordQiips ; 
whereas the Commons fay, 'Tis only a Matter of Profecu- 
tion. And yet, if this ObjedUon were good, why was it 
not equally fo againft their agreeing to the firft Conference ? 

* Notwithftanding thefe Conilderations, if I could be of 
Opinion with thofe Gentlemen who thinJc, either that the 
Honour of this Houfe is fo much concern'd^ or that it is fo 
efiential to the Rights of the Conmions of Great Britain, I 
Ihould be as unwilling as any one here, to contribute the 
leaft towards the betraying of them. But £nce I don't 
hear 'tis pretended that there are any Precedents on either 
Side ; and I can, by no Means, think it oF that Confe- 
quence which fome Gentlemen feem to imagine, efpecially 
u there be a * Saying to the Rights and Privileges of thu 

* Houfe :' I fhould be indin'd to be of Opinion, That it 
would be better to acquiefce in the Method pn^tofed by the 
Lords, than to let a Profecution entirely drop^ which has 
£> univerfally raifed the Expectations of Mankind. Then 
we fhould fee, what that living and legal Evidence is, which 
we have been fo often promis'd from thofe, in whom the 
Houfe repofed the greateft Confidence ; and if there ihould 
be any Failure in the Proof of the High Treaibn^ the Blame 
might lie in its proper Place.' 

• Sir 
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' Sir, t am foriy to £nd there ihould be fuch RemjjTtiels 

In a Profeciiciont which was formerly carry 'd on with fo much < 
Warmth and Vigour. And I could wiih to fee that Spirit of 
Patriotirai, which has hitherto animated diis Houfe ; that 
juit Rcfentmcnt for our injured Country, once more revived* 
Where's now that publick fpirked, diimterelled Zeal, which 
then wannM the Patriot's Breall? Are all thofe glorious 
Thoughts and Heroick Sentiments quite evaporated ? How 
comes ic thji thofe who then felt, and made others to fed, 
fuch an Intenfenefs of Heat, fuch a lively Emotion of Spirit^ 
are now fo olm and undifturbM ? That thofe who were then 
fo full of Heat and Flame, are now fo cold and lifelefs ? Is 
the Nature of Things fo far altered, that what was then the 
moll flagrant High Treafon, is now Nothing at ail ? 

* Mr. Speaker, My Concc^rn is for the Honour of this 
Houfe, which has been {o far engaged by AiTurances of 
Evidence to fupport the Charge. I muft therefore take the 
Liberty to call upon thofe Gentlemen who gave them^ tci 
extricate us from our pre fen t Didiculties : And, I am fure^ 
wefliallnot want their Aiiiftanccin an Affair where their Ho* 
nouris fo nearly concerned. I call upon them the rather, be- 
caufe *tis a JulUce whkh they owe to themfelves, *tis a 
JuiUce which they owe to this Houfe of Commons, 'tis a 
J uftke which they owe their Country, their poor, uti happy 
Country, which they have lb often defcrib*d^ as involv'd in 
the grcateft Difficulties, as labouring under the moil ruinous 
Circumilances, occafion^d by the ill Condua, the pernicious 
Counfcis, and traiterous Pradifes of the Noble Perfon now 
under you r Profec ution . ' 

In the Middle of this Debate, another MeCige was 
brought from the Lords, to defire that the Commons would 
continue fitting fometime, which the Houfe agreed to. 
After this, Mr* Lechmcre made a Speech, wherein having ^r LecJini*fi 
lamented the unhappy Dilemma, as he calPd ir, to which ^^h'5,'\g[j^j 
they were brought, either to fee fo great an Offender as the r^opoa m hy the 
Earl of Oxford efcape unpunifh'd, or to acquicfce in pro- 
ceeding on his Tryal in the Manner prefcrib'd by the Lordsj 
he faid, * Fhat he thought the later the more eligible of the 
two, with a Saving to the Rights and Privileges of the Com- 
mons ; and therefore made a Motion for ic' He was fe- 
conded and back 'd by Mr. Hampden: But the Quell ion being 
put thereupon, it was carry *d in the Negative. Then a .\Utmt ftttmih* 
Mdlagc was brought from the Lords, to acquaint the Com- ISJijjf'^^crd 
inons. That iheir Lordlliips intended prefently to proceed [^^^f p^lj^?,^** 
fkrtheron the Tryal of the Earl of Oxford in Weftminilcr- ikfill'^iiA 
HalJ, of which the Cummons took no Notice ; but being Z^^uT""* *^ 
fenfible that the LortU wouM diitharge the Frifoner, Sir 
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^^fiijT '• Waiiam Strickland, Member for Ctrlifle raov'd, That Ltovc 
' V.XN/'v^ ^ given to bring in a Bill to inflid fach Pains and Penalties 
Sir w. stricwa|jd uooH Robcrt Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, as Jus 

mores for a Bill of * , « «• t » tt* t ^ • « »-?-; 

Attainder againft traiterous Pntctices and other High Crimes and Mildemean- 
ours do deferve, and as fhall be thought reafonable. Here- 
upon Mr. TufFnell rofeup again, and faid, 'That he could by 
no Means come into that Motion ; For that how necei&uy 
and reafonable foever fuch a Bill might be at another Junc- 
ture, he could not bat think it unreafonable now 1 when, as 
yet, it was uncertain what the Lords would do. Bat that, 
however, he would freely declare his Mind on this Occafion, 
viz. That notwithftanding he was convinc*d, • the Earl of 
Oxford was guilty of the Crimes wherewith he was chaig'd, 
and that no Man had ever contributed more to the Ruin of 
his Country than he had done : Yet, fince there was a legal 
Profecution begun ; fince that Noble Lord had fubmitted 
himfelf to Publick Juftice ; and confidering that *tis the 
peculiar Glory and happinefs of a Free-born People to be 
governM by kno\vn Laws ; he would never give his Confent 
to a Bill, which, in his Opinion, mud make the Lives, the 
Fortunes, and Liberties of the Subjedb of Great Britain, 
Hand upon fo unfettled and precarious a Foundation.* Upon 
which it was adjourn'd to the third of July. 

The Lords went from their o>vn Houfe, into Weftminfter- 
Hall, about Seven in the Evening, where three feveral Pro- 
clamations were made for the Accufers of the Earl of Ox- 
ford to appear, and make good the Articles of Impeachment 
againfthim : But the Commons not appearing, their Lotd- 
ihips went back to their Houfe, where the Lord High Ste- 
ward put the Queilion, whether the Earl of Oxford ihould 
be difcharg'd 0? the High Crimes and ^Mifdemeano1lr8 as 
well as of the Hieh Treafon of which he was inipeach*d ? 
This, after fome Debate, being cany^d in the Affirmative, 
the Lords went dgain in(o Weflminiler-Hall, where the Loid 
High Steward put the Queftion to every Lord in the afaai 
Method, viz. Content or not Content ; All the Lords prefent 
being Content ; his Lordihip declared the Earl of Oxford 
acquitted by his Peers, of the Articles of Impeachment ex- 
hibited againft him by the Commons ; commanded the Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower of London to diicharge hit Prifoner ; 
and, declaring his Majefly's Commiffion to be diffidv*d, 
broke his Staff. 
^ufy 3. The Common^ refum*d the adjoumM DdNUeim- 
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on the Motion made two Days before, by Sir William Si 
land, who again infilling on that Motion, had the Morti- 
fication of feeing, that not one Member would fecoiid him : 
On the contrary Mr. Hungerford (aid apm that Matter^ 
* That for his own Part, he had ever bm againft Tident 
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Proccedrngs ; That 

tune, or Reputation of any Man is concern 'd| the Parlia- 
ment ought to go upon Evidence as ftrong and as full as 
js required in Wcftminrter-Hall ; and that he had obfeiT'd, 
that all Bills of Attainder proceeded from Party-Piques.' Sir 
William Strickland being oflfended at this Speech, made 
fome fevcrc Reflefllons upon it ; and added , * That for his 
own Part he had no perfunal Pique again ft the Earl of Ox' 
ford I but looked upon him as an Enemy to his Country ; 
and fmce the Commons could not bring him to Jnftice ttt 
the ordinary Way, they ought, in his Opinion, to have Re- 
conrfe to an extraordinary Method i for which, however^ 
they did not want Precedents J Mr. Hungerford tum'd the* 
Reileftions made upon him into Raillery; and after fome other 
Speeches, the Lord Caftlecomer, Member for Ripon, mov*d, 
' That an Addrefs be prefented to his MajeHy, letting forth 
the many great Crimes of which Robert Earl of Oxford and 
Earl Mortimer has been impeached by this Houfe, as like- 
wife the Endeavours that have been usM by the Commons 
to bring the faidEarlto Juftice -, in which Proceedings the un* 
happy Differences that have arifen between the two Houfes 
have difappointed their juft Expectations ; and like wife 
humbly to pray his Majeily, that he will esccept the faid Earl 
out of the Aft of Grace. The Lord Caftlecomer being fccond^ 
cd by Mr; Yonge, and the Qaeftlon put upon his Motion^ it 
was carry 'd in the Affirmative, and a Committee appointed 
to draw up the fa id Addrefs. Another Committee wa5 the 
fame Day appointed to infpc£t the Lords Journals, in Rela- 
tion to their Proceedings on the Tryal of the Earl of Ox- 
ford, and to report what they find therein, to the Houfe, 

y *i^ 4. The Lord CaAlecomer, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee appointed to draw up the Addrefs again il the Earl of 
Oxford, reported the fame, which being agreed to, it wasre- 
folv'd that the faid Addrefs be prefented by the whole Houfe, 

Jitiy 5* The Commons, with their Speaker, prefented th^ 
did Addrefs to his Majefly, which U ai follows, 

Mol! Gracious Sovereign, 
' \ J[ /E your Majefty's mofl faithful Subje£b, the Com- xfe* AMttit 
' VV mons of Great Britain in Parliament affembled, ^^■ 

* do moft humbly reprefent to your Majeily, That in our 
' Impeachment exhibited againfl Robert Earl of Oxford and 

* Earl Mortimer, we did fet forth, That he the faid Earl did 
' traitcroufiy adhere to, aid, and abet the lace French King, 

* then an Enemy to her late Majeflyi and did begin and 

* carry on a dandelHne and fcparate Correfpondence and 
' Negotiation with the Minifters of the faid French King; 

* in confequcnce of which it is cndcBtj that great Part of 
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}. Oto. L ' the Forces maintained at the Expence of fo much Brid(h 
^2^^^ < Trcafurc, in order to reduce the Power of Prance 5 as Hke- 

* wife great Part of the Subfidies granted by Parliament to 
' Foreign Princes for the fame End, were, in Reafity, made 
' fubfervient and. infhiunental to awe the good AIHes of 
' her Majefty into a Compliance with the hm Terma die* 

* tated by France. 

* The unhappy Catalans were abandoned ; the Emperor, 
' Empire, and King of Portugal, were left to treat for them- 

* felves ; the King£)m of Sicily was given to the Duke of 
' Savoy, as an Inducement and Reward to him for quitting 
- the conmion Caufe, in direft Defiance and Violation of 

* the grand Alliance, and of the declared Senfe of mpil of 
^ her good Allies, and efpecially of the Dutch, who, to this 

* Day, have never affented to that Condition of the Treaty 
' of Utrecht. A (hameful and difhonourable Treaty of 
' Peace was at laft concluded, by which impradticable l>rms 

* of Trade were imposed on Great Britain ; the Demoliti- 
' on of Dunkirk, which had been addrefsM for by Parlia-* 
^ ment, was eluded by a treacherous Connivance, at the 
' making of a new Canal at Mardyke i and the Security 

* which was proposed by removing the Pretender out of 

* France, was, in the like Manner, evaded by a treacherous 
^ Connivance at his refiding in Lorrain. 

* It is owing to your Majefty's unweary'd Endeavours 
' for the Good of your Subjed^, and that jufl Regard which 
^ is paid to your Majefty by Foreign Princes and States, 
^ that we fee our felves delivered, in a great Dqree, from 

* the EfFeds of thofe pernicious Meaiures, which might 

* otherwife have prov'd fatal to your Kingdoms: But as we 

* reRe€t with equal Gratitude and Admiration on vour Ma- 

* jelly's bein^able to retrieve fuch Mifcarriagcs, efpecially in 

* a Time which has been diflurb'd by publick Tumujfs and 
^ Rebellions : We think it is a great Aggravation of Goilt 
' in thofe who gave up fo many National Advantages, at a 
^ Time when they labourM under no fuch Difficulties at 

* Home, and when the continued $ucceflb of a leng and 
^ glorious War had put them into a Condition of gaining the 

* moft beneficial Terms from the Enemy. 

* Your faithful Commons did likewife exhibit (everal o- 

* ther Charges againfl the faid Earl, reprefentinff him in 
^ many notorious Inflances, as a Perfon who had abnsM die 
' Truft and Confidence which her late Majefty had repos'd 
^ in him, and facrific'd the Honour of his Sovereifin and 
' the Good of her People, to private Views c£ Intend and 
^ Ambition. 

* Your faithful Commons have not been wanting ia dieir 
Endeavours to bring the faid Earl to JufUce j bat by Rea- 
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fonof thcTinhappy Differences that have, in this Proceed- 
ing, an fen between the two Hoiifes, we have found our 
felres difappomted of our juft E:3fpeftatiQn, and reduced to 
the Necerfiry either of giving up Rights and Privileges of 
the higheit Importance to all the Commons of Great Bnt- 
tain, or feeing this great Offender efcapc with Impunity 
for the prefect, 

* For thefe Reafons, we do moft humbly befeedi your 
Majeftvj that your Majelty will be pleas'd to except Robert 
Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer out of the Aftof Grace» 
which your Majefly has been graciouHy pleasM to promife 
from the Throne ; to the End the Commons may be at 
Liberty to proceed againfl the faid Earl in a Parliameatary 
Way, 

To this Addrtffs, his Majcfty was pleas'd to return the 
following Anfwer, 



Anno |. Qexu U 



Gentlemen, 

'* TWiUgivc Direaionsin Relation to the Earl of Oxford^ ^Sf*'****'^ 
" X as you dcfire ; and it is *vith Pleafure I obfen'c the 
** Senfe, exprefsM inyour Addrcfs, of my Endeavours for the 
*' Securit)% Honour, and Advantage of thefe Kingdoms. 

yafy 1^. The King came 10 the Houfe of Peers, and a 
Mcflkge was brought to the Commons by the Ufher of the 
black Rod, commanding them to attend his Majefty imme- 
d lately, which they did accordingly, and Mr, Speaker pre- 
fented the Money-Bills to his Majelly j which done, the 
Lord Chancellor read a Speech delivered into his Hands by 
the King, from the Throne, as follows. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" TCannot pat an End to this Seffion, without expreffing lanr* sprtrh « 

X niy Thanks to you, for the Dn patch yoa have given s^und sdikifi^ 
*• to the publick Buiinefs, and declaring the Satis faflion I 
** promife my felf in meeting you again early the nact 
** Winter, with the ikme good Difpofitions for the Service 
** of your Country. The Meafures we have taken in this 
** Parliament, have, by the Bleffing of Almfghty God, ef- 
*' fe^tualfy defeated all the Attempts of our Enemies, both 
'* at Home and Abroad ; and, as the Principle on which 
" thofe Meafures are founded, are eqaally conducive to the 
*• fupponing the juft Rights of the Croivn and the Liberties 
•* of the People, 1 fhali allways perfevere rn them my felf, 
*• and diftinguilh thofe who adhere to them with the fame 
'* StcadJnefs and Refolution, 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

•• I thank you, in the moft affediooate Manner, for the 
** Supplies ym% iiave granted mf , and for thai Conlbmcy 
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Aiaa J, Oco. I* *f SLtid Zeal wluch yon have iliewn in raducing our National 
'* Debts, rotwithftanding the many Incidents and ObHrufti' 
'' ons yeti have met with in the carrying on of that great 
'^ Work. As you have furnifh'd me with the Means of 
*^ difappoindng any Defigns of a foreign Enemy again ft 
" thefe my Kingdoms, fo I cannot but afcribe, in a great 
** Meafure, the happy Profped of our Affairs abroad to 
*' that publick Spirit which has appeared in your Proceed- 
" ings, and has convincM the World, that no Infinuations or 
*' Artifices can divert you from your Duty to your Sovereign, 
'* and a difinterefted Regard to your Fellow*Subje£b. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" It 15 with great Pleafore that I fee the Tranquility of 
" the Nation fo well eflablifh'd, as to admit of an Aft of 
■* Grace, which I have long defir'd a Ht Opportunity to 
*' grant. I hope that fuch as Qmll, by this Means, be re- 
*^ ilorM to the Enjoyment of Security, and the Protcdfon 
*' of thofe Laws agaiJift which they have ofi ended, will have 
** a due Senfc of this my Indulgence, and give me the moft 
** acceptable Return they can poflibly make me, that of 
** becoming Friends^ iflHead of Enemies^ to their Country. 



The Parii*ment Then thc Lord ChanccUoT prorogued the Parliament to 
ffctoiiuai. ijjg 1 2th of Anguft ; They were afterwards farther prorogued, 

by feveral Prorogations, to the 2iil of November* 

STEECHES and DEBATES 
la the Third Sessiok of the 
Firft Tarliament of King G e o n g £ I, " 

Anno 4, G»,i. / | I HE Parliament being met on the zift of Novem- 
*^'^' I ber, the King openM the SefTioti by a Speech te 

JL both Houfes as follows * i 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

f^i^TQU *' T^^ v«^y g^^d I have been able to bring the Sitting of 

Stc&on, «f J^ Parliament into a more proper and ufual Seafon of 

'* the Year : I hope fuch an early Meeting will not only b* 

'* a Benefit to the Publickj but a Convenience to your pri* 

" vate Affairs, 

" As I have always had at Heart thc Security and Eafe 
" of my People, fo I never kept up any Troops but for their 
** ProtedloD, and have taken every Opportunity to diiband 

** as 



as many as I thought coisfiftent witli their Safety, I have 
reduced the Army to very near one Half, ftnce the Begin- 
ning of the lalt Scilion of Parlmmenc, and leiTcn'd them to 
fiich a Number as will neither be a Burthen to my good 
Subjeftsj nor aii Encouragement to our Enemiefi to infult 
them, 

"You cannot but be fenfible of the many Attempts which 
have been fct on Foot to difturb the Peace of Europe, and 
of thefe Kingdoms : They only pretend not to fee, who 
are not afraid of them. But as no Application has beiert "^ 
wanting on my Part to preferve the publick TranquilltyV^* 
I have the Fleafure to find my good Ofiices have not beei^ 
altogether unfuccefsfu], and have Reafon to hope they ^i% 
in the End, have their full and deiirM I^e^. /^ 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
" I queftion not but you are very well plea* 'd to find that 
your Endeavours for leffening the N^idtial-Debts, have 
at the fame Time raifcd the publicK^fcdit \ and that 
whatever was proposed for that End is a'fhially and com- 
plcatly effefled. This Succcfs muft chiefly be attributed 
to that jtift and prudent Regard you have Jhewn to Parlia- 
nicntary Engagements. 

" It was with ihe View of procuring and fettling a lading 
Tranquility, that I demanded the e]rtraotdinary Supply 
which you granted me lafl Sefllon. The Credit, which 
this Confidence reposed in me^ hath given us A broad » has 
already been fo far ciFe£lual, that I can acquaint you we 
have a much better Frofpe^ than we had, I have order'd 
an Account to be laid before you of the very fmali Part 
of that Supply which as yet has been expended ; any far- 
ther liTucs diat may be made of it, fhall be alfo laid before 
you: And you may be affurcd, that every Part of it Ihall 
either be employed for your Service, or fav'd to the 
Publick, 

*' I have ordered to be laid before you a State of the De- 
ficiencies of the prefent Year, and the feveral Eflimates for 
the Service of the next ; which you will find confiderably 
diminilhM. I rely upon your making the neceflkry Pro- 
vifion for them ; not doubting of the Continuance of that 
2^al for the Good of your Countr>', which hath been (q 
eminently confpicuous in every Sefiion of this Parliament. 
** I cannot in Juftice avoid putting you in Mind, that fe- 
veml Arrears of Pay and Subfidy^ incurred before my Ac- 
ccilion to the Crown, are claimed by Foreign Princes and 
States : I fliaJl order them to be laid before you^ to the 
End you may put them in a Method of being examined 
and (kted i which will very mudi tend to the Honour and 
Credit ofthc Nation. 

My 






The QiniiQniu 



f is^ J 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

•* J could heartly wifh, that at a. Time when the C6ni'< 
" mon Enemies of our Religion arc^ by all Manner of A^ 
" tifices, endeavouring to nndennine and weaken k both at 
•* Home and Abroad^ all thofe who are Friends to our pre- 
*' fent happy Eflabliilimcnt, might unanimonily concur m 
** fome proper Method for the greater llren^hening tie 
** Proteltant Interefl: : of which, as the Churcii of Engknd 
** is unqueiHonably the main Support and Bulwark, fo wiU 
"• fhe reap the principal Benefit o f every Advantage aecniing 
" by the Union and mutual Chanty of all Proteftants, 

*' As none can recommend themfelves more eiFedually to 
" my Favour and Cotintenance, than by a fincere Zeal 
" for the juft Rights qf the Crown and the Liberties of 
" the People 1 To I am determined to encourage all thofc 
■* who a£t agreeably to the ConiHtution of thele my King- 
" domsj and confequently to the Principles on which my 
" Government is founded, M 

*« The Eyes of sU Europe arc upon you at this crifical * 
*' J unsure. It is your lute reft j for which Reafon I cMnk it 
** mine, that my Endeavours for procuring the Peace and 
" Quiet of Chriftendom, ftiould take Effedl, Nothing can 
" fo much contribute to this defirable End, as the Unanimi- 
" ty, Difpatch, and Vigour of your Refolutions for the Sup- 
*' port of my Government. 

The King being retir'dj and the Commons returned to 
their Hoiife, the Lord Hinchinbroke reported the Addreft 
of Thanks, which was agreed fo, and the next Day prefentctl 
to his Majeily, by the whole Houfcj as follows* 



Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
' \?l/^ ^^^^ Majcfty*s moll dutiful and loyal Subje%, 

* VV the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- 
■ fembled, crave Leave to exprefs our Gratitude to your 
' Majcfty, for your moil gracious Speech from the Throne. 

* Our Minds are filFd with the mofl lively Senfe of your 

* Majefty's Regard to your People, in bringing the Sitting 

* of Parliament into a more proper and ufual Seafon of the 

* Year. And as your Majefly has been gracioifly pleas'd ta 

* confider the Convenience of our private Affairs in this ear- 

* ly Meettngj we Ihall endeavour to anfwer your Majefty's 

* gracious Intentions, by improving it, as much as we are 

* able, to the Benefit of the Publick. 

* We are highly fenlible of the Concern your Majefty 

* has ftiewn for the Welfare of your People, by the Reduilt- 

* ons you have been pleasM to make, from Time to Time, 

* of the Land Forces, fo foon a^ the Pofture of Affairs ren- 
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' der'ditfafe to thtk your Kingdoms- tt is our peculiar 
* Happinefs to fee our felves governed by a Sovei'eign who 
' is not Influenced by any Notions of Greatnefs that are in- 
' confident with the Profp^rity of his Subjects ; ^nd who 
' propofcs to himfclf the Eafe of his People, as the chief 
' Glory of his Reign. 

' We acknowledgCj with Hearts full of Duty and Grati- 
' tude, your Majefty's unwearied Endeavours to prevent the 
^ many Attempts which have been fet on Foot to difturb the 

■ Peace of Europe, and the Quiet of thefe Kingdoms 3 and 

■ have the more Reafon to apprehend the ill Confequencea 
of fuch Attempts, fmce there are thofe who> as they would 

' be thought to fee no Danger in them, give tis Reafon to 
' believe that they would not be troubled at thetr Succefs, 

■ We are therefore firmly refolv"*!!, in die moft cflTcdual 
' Manner, to fupport your Majefly in fuch Meafures as your 
' Majefty, in your great Wifdom,ihall judge neceflary to pro- 
' cure the Eitablifliment of the Tranquility of Europe. 

* We receive, with the greateft Satis fa^on, your Majefty*s 
gracious Expreflions and A ffu ranees touching the extraordi- 
nary Supply granted laft Year ; and will chearfully grant 
your Majcfty fuch SuppUes as Ihall effedlually provide for 

^ the publick Service. 

* It is with unfpeakable Sorrow of Hearty that we obferv^ 
the many Artifices which are made Ufe of by the common 
Enemies of our Religion, to undermine and weaken it botii 
at Home and Abroad ; And as we have the moib grateful 
Senfe of the tender Concern which your Majefly has been 
pleas'd to exprefs for the Proteftant Religion, and efpecial- 
ly for the main Support of itf the Church of England as 
by Law elUbliftiM ; fo we are refolv'd, on our Part, to con* 
fider of the moli effeflual Methods for flrengthcning th6 
Proteftant jntereft of thefe Kingdoms. 

* It is a Pleafure to us, that the Eyes of all Europe are 
mm*d upon us at this critical Jundure, fmce we hnve 
thereby an Opportunity of (hewing the World thejuft Con- 
fidence we repofe ir your Majefty, and our unihaken Re- 
folutions to fupport your Government in fuch Manner, as 
Ihall enable your Majefly to fetile the Peace of Chriftendom* 

To which the King retumM ihe following Anfwer, 

Gentlemen, 

I Thank you for the repeated Afiurances you have given m>c;n£\.\ji*' 
me, in this dutiful and loyal Addrefii, of your afiefti* '""' 
onate Support and Aflillance in the prcfcnt Jun^ure of Af- 
" fairs. I expelled no lefs from a Houfe of Commons fo 
" affeaionatc to my Pcrfpn, and fo zealous for the publick 
« Welfare, 
Vtiu I U Km 
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A«»>f Gee.L jf^^ 25. The Houfc htp^ik to enter upon Bofinds, and 
^^-^--S./ voted a Sapply, in general* to his Majefty. 
Motion for Sod- ^^^' ^' Motion S99M ftuide foT a Supply for maintain- 
ply for nudmSST iHg the Guards and Garriibns in Great Britain for the Year 
^ffofiteTm' 171 8, according to the Eftimate laid before the Houfe. 
1718. f }|is Motion was opposed by Mr Shippen» Sir Wflliam 

Debate tiiereon. Wyndham, and Mr R. Walpole, which laft made a Speech, 
Mr shiraen. whcrein, befides the common Topick of the Danger of a 
M^a! wS!^' Standing Army in a free Nation, he infixed on four prin- 
cipal Points, viz. * I. That whereas they were given to un- 
derftand, that the Army was reduced to 16,000 and odd 
Men, it iUll confined of above i8»ooo, which was one third 
Part more than the Number of Lwd Forces in Great Bri- 
tain amounted to formerly in Time of Peace. II.. That 
^ tha« was no due Proportion obferv'd, either between the 
Number of Horfe, Dragocms, and Foot, or between the 
Number of the Officers and Soldiers that were kept fianding » 
infonnich, that of about iioool. which the Pay of a re- 
duced Regiment of Foot amounts to, near 7000 1. goes to- 
wards the Pay of the Officers, and 4000 L only to the pri- 
vate Soldiers. III. That the keeping up fo great a Num- 
htT of Officers, was, in efFed, the maintaining of an Army 
almofl double of what was intended, fince the Soldiers that 
were wanting to compleat the Companies and Raiments, 
might be raifed with a Drum in twice four and twen^ 
Hours. IV. That the Pay of General Officers, which 
amounted to above 20»ooo 1. was an Expence altogether 
needlefs, and unprecedented in Time of Peace.* All thefe 
Particulars Mr Walpole enlarged upon, and made good his 
Mr Oasp. Affertions by proper Vouchers. Mr Craggs, Secretary at 

War, anfwcr'd Mr Walpole. He faid, • That in all wife 
Governments, the Security of the State is the Rule chiefly 
to be regarded ; and that his Majeily, both in the Augmen- 
tation and the Redudlion of his Forces, had not only con- 
fulted the Safety, but likewife the Eafe of his People. That 
though, as was fuggefted, the Nation paid at prefent near 
18000 Men, yet there were only 16347 who could give any 
Jcaloufy, unlefs fome People mould think our Literties in 
^ Danger, from the Chaplains, Surgeons, Widows of Officers, 

and fuch harmlefs, inoffeniive Perfons, who were included 
in the firft Number : That therefore there are not much 
above 4000 Men thore now in Great Britain than there 
were kept up after the Peace of Ryfwick, which Number 
muft be thought very moderate by all who wiih well to 
the prefent happy Settlement, confidering that the Embers 
of an unnatural Rebellion lately extinguifhM were fiill 
warm, and the Difcontents indullrioufly fomented by the 

Enonics 
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Enemies of the Government 1 That the PaHlament had ever 
contented thcmfelves with fixing the Number of the Forces 
that were thought necefTary to be maintam'd, but had left 
to thi. Crown the Manner of reducing and modelling that 
Number j and therefore, if they ihould now do otherwife, 
it would be but an indiJFerent Return to that gracious and 
tender Regard, which, on all Occafions, his Majefty has 
fhewn to the Security and Eafe of his Subjefts. That after 
a] J J it is no kfs a Piece of J u ft ice than Matter of Prudence^ 
to keep up as great a Number of Officers as poifible ; for^ 
befides the Oc^iion which the Nation may have for them 
^r the future, it is but reafonable to acknowledge the pafl 
eminent Services of Gentlemen, who having been brought 
up to no other Trade but War, had no other Way to fubfift 
and provide for themfelves and Families.' Mr Craggs was 
back'd by Mr Aiflabie (*?), Mr Hampden (i), Mr John 
Smith {f)> Mr Coventry f^^Jt Member for Bridport, Col. 
Bbden (e)^ Mr Earrington Shute, and Sir jofeph Jekyll, 
who chiefly infilled on the NecelHty of keeping up 1 6000 
Men, at leaft, one Year longer. Sir David Dairy mple f/J was 
of the fame Opinion, and to that Purpofe urg'd, ' That the 
Difconients run ItiH as high in Scotland as before the bte 
Rebellion ; for which he allcdg'd feveral Reafons/ Mr 
Walpole, Mr Bromley , Mr Freeman, General Erle^ and 
fome other Gentlemen, were of Opinion, That 12000 Men 
were fufEcietjt ; and the Debate having lafted 'till a Quarter 
fsaft Six, the Queftion was going to be put. Whether the 
Number ihould be 1 6 or 1 2000 ? When Mr Shippcn ftaud^ 
ing up, made the following Speech. 

Mr Speaker, 

* I congratulate the honourable Perfon below, \Ginir^i ^^ mm^ 
Lumiefl on his being reftorM to the good Opinion of the 
learned Gentleman who Ipoke laft ; {Sir J. JekyJQ for it 
IS not long fmce he [Seip^ 13^0 complimented, I will not fa)r 
fhtterM, another, at the Expence of thai honourable Perfon^ 
and moft of the General Officers in this Kingdom. 

• But as to the Queftion before us, ^tis my Misfortune to 
dliFer from that learned Gentleman in all he hath adranc'd, 
which* when ftripM of fomc Excurfions, may be rcducM tQ 
thcfc two PropoAtions : 

** I- That the only Danger of continuing the Army 11 
" the Expence of it. 
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** !{. Ttat we ea^ to covi^lv with tke Number of 
*' Foroes proposed, be^ufe it is demanded by the King> 
<< 'who is tlie bed Judge of our Neceffities.'* 

< I do not objed to the firft Reafon, that the Phrafe is 
ambigaottSy and that it is difficult to know what he means 
bjr the Danger of the Expence ; but, if I uoderi^nd him» 
the Anfwer is obvious. For though the ^jcpfence is doubt- 
\d& a Matter highly deferving the ConfideratioQ of this 
Hou&y whofe Buunefs and Duty it is to difpofe of the pub- 
lick Money with the uUnoft Frugality i yet it is by no 
Means the chief, or only Argument againft keeping up an 
Army in Time of Peace. The chief Ar|;mnent, with great 
SubmiiSon, is. That the civil and military Power cannot 
long fubfi^ together ; that a ftanding Army in Time of 
Peace will nec^rily inwede the free Execution of the Laws 
of the Land. And 'tis toerefbre very extraordinary that the 
Epqpehce fhould be thought, the only Danger, to ufe his own 
Terms, of a ftandine Ar&iv, by a Perlon whofe Profeflion 
and preient Station oplige him to make thofe Laws his iirft 
Care ; and that it fhoiud be urgM as fuch in this Place, 
where fo many MiUions have been chearfuUy granted for the 
pefence of them. 

* The (econd Reafon is no more condufive than the firfl, 
as I hope to make appear in the Sequel of what I have to 
offer. 

* Gentlemen have infifled much on the g^t Grace and 
Favour (hewn in reducing' the Army fince & Beginning of 
the laft Seflion ; and I prefume not to fay, that we were 
deceived into the Vote then given for maintaining thirty 
two thoufand Men, becaufe we always proceed with the 
utmoft Caution and Circumfpedlion, and becaufis the deep 
Defigns of the Swedifh Plot, which occafion'd fuch terrible 
Apprehenfions amongH us, have iince been fully difcover'd 
tfi the World. 

* But however wifely it was then done, I hope never 
again to fee, either the iame Number, or near the fame 
Corps, after fome artful Redu£tions, continued in this Na- 
tion in Time of Peace, on any Pretence, on ^xiy Apprehen- 
fions whatfoever. 

* I will not trouble you, Sij^,^ with my Remarks on the 
Fallacy of thofe RedudUons. They have been fufficiently 
f xpos'd by a Gentleman [Mr R, Walfole] who is better in- 
form'd of the Secret of that Affeir, and .who, I am glad 
to find, when he is contending for the Service of his Coun- 
try, is no more afraid than my felf, of being caird a Ja- 
cobite, by thofe, whp want other Arguments to fupport 
th^ir Debates. 

• Quf 
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* Our prcfefit Confide ration is, whether tliere are any 
Reafans to induce «a, as our Circumftancts now iiandj to 
keep up above fixtecn thoufand Men^ with Officers for al- 
moll double thit Number ; and whether, if we fliould con- 
fentto keep them up, we fhould a£fc, as his Majeity- defires 
we ihottld, agreeably to the Conititation of thefe Kingdom^ 
and confequently to the Principles on which his Government 
k founded. 

^ Now in Virtue of that Freedom of Speech we are all 
intitled to, I beg Leave to declare my Opinion, That the 
keepmg up the Number proposed, is fo far from being ne- 
ceflkry to our Prote£tionj that it will be inconMent witk 
our Safety, and an exceflive Biirthen to hia Majeily's good 
Subjedb. Nor do I think it poflible any Arguments can be 
m vented y none I am fure have been yet offerMt to incline 
a Houfc of Commons at this Time, when we arc in a pro- 
ftmnd Trancjuility, fome domeftick Feuds excepted, to fub- 
mit to that, wliich every Member, every Lover of Liberty 
mufl own, abilraftedly confide r'd, to be a Grievance, and 
fuch a one as ought never to be fubpiitted to, but in that 
moil defperate and deplorable Circumilancc, where it is to 
be chofen as the lets Evil. 

* I know thefe Aflertioni interfere with what is laid down 
in tJic fecond Paragraph of his Majelly's Speech. But we 
are to confider that Speech as the Compofition and Advice 
of his Mintllry, and are therefore at Liberty to debate every 
Propofition in it ; efpecially thofe which fcem rather caf- 
cnlated for the Meridian of Germany, than of Great 
Britain, 

' 'Tis the only Infelicity of his MajeJly's Reigp, That 
he is unacquainted with our Language and Conititution ; 
and \h therefore the more incumbent on his BritiCh Mini- 
fters to inform him. That our Government does not ftand 
on the fame Foundation with his German Dominions, which# 
by Reafon of their Situation, and the Nature of their Con- 
ilitution, arc obliged to keep up Annies in Time of Peace, 
Nor is it in the leaft to be wondered at^ that his Majelty* 
who hath fpent the earlier Part of his Life in thofe X>omi- 
nions, fhould think fixteen, or even thirty two thoufand 
Men, might be continuM in fo rich and powerful a Nation 
as thi^ is, without being a Burthen to it. But when he Ihall 
come to under ftand^ that the fmaller Number in Time of 
• Peace would be deltrudive to that Secirity and Eafe of his 
PeopJe, for which he cxprefles fo tender a Regard » he will 
doubtlefs be convinced, that thofe a€t mo ft coniormably to 
- their Duty and his Intereit, who, as true Subjc£h of Great 
Britain, are againil continuing more Troops, than have been 
ufually tJiought and fownd fuiRcicnt* in the fame Situation 
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AaM4. Geo. I. fflent cshiiot alter tlie Nfttare of TMngs, cannot hinder ih$ 
&me Canfts from pfodudng the (ame Efkds. An Arnif, 
tho* kept up by the Oonfent of Parliament, 'will, like other 
Armies, foon know its own Strength, t^ in Probabib't/ 
parfue the Di^tes of Self-Prefervadon, and radier choofe 
to difiblve that Authority with which it is incompatible, than 
tamely fubmit to its own DiiTolution. An Army, tho* kept 
up by Confent of Parliament, if it hath no Enemies Abroad, 
will be apt to make Depredations at Home ; and I wifh there 
hath not been fomething of that Kind done this laft Year : I 
wiih we have no Complaints from fome of our own moft con- 
(iderable Parliamentary Corporations, of Soldiers demanding 
free Quarter, and infulting the chief Magiftrates for exert- 
ing the Power we have lodg'd with them, and endeavour* 
ing to redrefs the Grievances of the poor Inn-keepers and 
Inhabitants. Nay, the Confent of Parliament is fo hx from 
altering the Nature and Genius of Armies, that a Parliament 
Army, confining of about the Number now demanded, once 
committed greater Outrages, and gave a deeper Wound to 
the Conilitutlon, than all the Armies of the Crown have 
ever done ; and that Army was the Creature of a Parliament 
which had eftablifh'd itfelf. But, if we were to admit for 
Argument's Sake, that the Confent of Parliament could make 
Armies more tame and dudile than they would otherwife 
be, I think, however, it would not be iaavifeable for a Par- 
liament, that intends to a6l rationally and agreeably either 
to the Principles on which his Majefty*s Government, or its 
own Power is founded, to femiliarize a military Force to this 
free Nation. For the very Name and Terror of it would, 
without Oppreffion, awe and fubdue the Spirits of the Peo< 
pie, extinguifli their Love of Liberty, and beget a mean and 
abjedt Acquiefcence in Slavery. 

* Sir, We have already fufpended fome Laws, and repeal- 
ed others, to comply with the Neceffities of the Adminiftra- 
tion : But pray let us not go farther, let us not go on to con- 
tinue the Army, or the greateft Part of it : For fo long as it 
is continued, fb long is the whole Conftitution fufpended, or, 
at lead, in the Mercy of thofe whom we arm againft it.^ 



The Expreflions in the above Speech, which are dillin- 
ffliv« fo""!m. guifh'd with a K|=" gave Offence to feveral Members, and in 
|IS?toiic*Towir prticular to Mr Lechmere, who having taken them down 
on Account of ' in Writing, urg'd, * That thofe Wordi were a fcandalous 
f^Saing^Si ih? Inveftive againft the King's Perfon and Government, of which 
King's Speech. ^^ Houfc ought to flicw the higheft Refentment, and there- 
Dcbate thereon, fore mov'd, That the Member who fpoke thofe ofFenfivfe 
Words Ihould be fent to the Tower.* Mr Lechmere was 
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fcconded hy Mr Spencer Cowper *, ar 

Jckyll ft and fome others : Upon which Mr Robert Wal- \^ _ 

pole faid, ' That if the Words m Queflion were fpoken by (ytrSpeToiwixr. 
the Member on whom they were charged, the Tower was ^j'^if y^JSSi* 
too light a Fimiihmekit for his Kaninefs i but as what he had 
faid in the Heat of this Debate might have been mifuiuler- 
ftood, he was for allowing him the Liberty of explaining 
himfelf.* Mr Snell, Mr Hutchefon^ and fome others, fpske mtSmu, 
alfoin Behalf of Mr Shippen, intending chiefly to gitrehim ^««^'^ 
an Opportunity of ret rafting or cxcu£ng what he had faid« 
which Mr Shippen not thinking proper to do, a great Dif- 
pute arofe, upon the QueHion, Whether the Words taken 
down tn Writing^ were the fame as had been fpoken I A 
Member having fuggefled. That there was no Precedent of 
a Cenfure paifed on a Member of the Houfe for Words fpO' 
ken In a Committee, Sir Charles Hodiam **, Member for suCh. ] 
Beverley, produced Inllances of the contrary ; and, on the 
other Hand, Mr Shippen having niaiiitain*d what he had ad^ 
vanc'd, it was, at lall, refolv*d, by 196 Voices againft 100 
That the Words taken down in Writing were fpoken by Mr 
Shippen. It was then about Nine in the Evenings and it 
t>eing moved and carried. That the Chairman leave the 
Chair i Mr Speaker rcfam'd his Place, and Mr F arret re- 
ported from the faid Committee, * That Exceptions having 
been taken to fome Words fpoken in the Committee, by 
William Shippen, Efq; a Member of the Houfe, the Com- 
mittee had direfted him to report the Words to the Hodc/ 
Which being done accordingly^ Mr Shippen was heard in his 
Place, and then he withdrew. After this it was mov'd, that 
the Queftion might be put, * That the Words fpoken by 
William Shippen, Efq; a Member of this Houfe, are highly 
dishonourable to, and unjuftly reilefling on, his Majefty's 
Ferfon and Government.' This oecaiion'd a Debate that 
Med *tiJl pail Eleven 1 when the Queflion being put, was 
carry 'd in the Affirmative by 175 Voices agiinft Su and 
thereupon it was ordered, * That William Shippen^ Efqi be^ 
for the faid Offence, committed Prifoner to his Majeily's 
Tower of London, and that Mr Speaker do iffue his War* Ct^^Kh'*^ 
rant accordingly,' 

Die. 5. The Commons went again into a Grand Com* a ferandi^tf 
mittee, to coaiider farther of the Supply, and a Debate art- KdFJria. 
iing concerning the Number of Men for Guards and Garri- 
lona in Great Britain, and Jerfey and Guemfey only, 
without including the Forces Abroad, viz* the Plantations in 
X America^ 
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AmfiiFica, the Garrifons in Minorca, Gibraltar, Pkcentla 
and Annapolis J and of the Iflands Bahama and Providence, 
Mr Jefteriesj Member for Droitwich, made the followijtjg 
Speech : 

Mr Speaker, ' 

* i Sliall not wafte the Time of the Committee in making 
an Apology for meddling in this Queilion ; frnce I appre- 
hend whatever I can yet call my own to be at Stake in the 
Event of it Whether the Army Jhall be disbanded or con- 
tinued in Time of Peace ? Whether we fhall be governed by 
the Magiftrate, or the Soldier? Or, whether we fiiall be 
bond or free ? arc, in my Opinion, QueiHoEs of the fame 
Import. 

* I think my felfjuftifyM in faying this, from the Examples 
of moft Countries in Europe* They were once free ; but if 
it be inquir'dj how, from the State of Fredom, they funk 
into Slavery, it will appear, that their common Ruin has 
proceeded from the Continuance of regular Troops in Pay, 
after the Occafion for which they were raised was over» 

* That this Ifland has retained its Freedom Jonger than 
the Countries on the Continent, has been imputed to its Si- 
tuation, which not being fo much esfposM to the IncurBons 
of its Neighbours, there was not the like Pretence for keep- 
ing up rcgubr Troops, But the Prefer vation of our Liber- 
ties to this Time, is, in my Opinion, rather to be afcribM 
to the due Senfe our Forefathers had of the Danger the Pub- 
lick underwent from intrufUng Princes with a ftanding Force 
in Time of Peace ; and alfo to the Meafure obfervM by the 
Houfe of Commons J in giving fuch Supplies only, as en- 
abled the Prince to live in the full Enjoyment of his Prero- 
gative, without putting it into his Power to affcd the Liber- 
ties of the Subjed!. 

' From the firfl credible Account of Things in this King- 
dom down to King Charles II*s Time, I can find no Inftance, 
where the Crown kept up regular Troops in Time of Peace, 
that of Richard IL excepted, 

' He livM in a tempefluous Age t he had Wars Abroad, 
and Commotions at Home. The firft Rebellion, headed by 
Wat Tyler, was composed without ihedding the Blood of any 
one of the Rebels, fave Tyler himfelf : The King gave them 
good Words ; they laid dovm their Arms, went Home, and 
were all pardoned. Another Rebellion of the Men of Kent 
and Eftex broke out, which occafion *d the KJng^s raifmg an 
Army of forty thoufand Men. The Rebels apply M by Pe- 
tition to have their Liberties and Franchifes allowed them. 
But the King fpoke to chefc in a different Style ; and told 
thcm^ Slaves they were^ and Slaves they fliould be. Five 
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Jiundred of them were cut to Pieces in the Field, and fifteen 
HuiidrKi of tJicm were aftei*wards executed in cold Blood* 

• Tills Severity aw'd the Nai^pn for a while, But, the 
Difcontcot of the People afterw^ds iacreafmg, about the 
thirtieth Year of his Reign a Parlianietit was call'd, and to 
ufe the Hillorian*s Words, left I Ihould offend any tender 
Ear, ' ail Endeavours were usM to procure fuch a Parliament, 

* a$ would concur with the King's Dellgns/ Before they 
met. Forces were raised ' to attend and guard the Parlia- 

* ment ; which might at the lame Time be an Awe upon 
' any refraflory Members/ Touching the Numbers of 
which this Army confiiled Hiilory is filent : This only we 
are given to know, that four thooiand of them were Archers, 
and that many of them were Cheshire- Men, It is not to 
the prefent Purpofe to go over the Extravagancies of that 
Parliament, 

■ Into what a State Things were brought by that King^s 
Condudj appears from an Obfervation made by the fame 
Hiftorian, who fays, * That the King having thus ellablifli'd 

* his Power* and pnt himfelf beyond all Oppofition, thought 

* himfelf fecure, and an abfolute Prince. But it being laid 
' upon fuch a Foundation, as begat many Difcontents among 

* the People, all the Fabrick prov'd weak, and was Toon 

* followed with i amen table Ruin/ When that King's Af- 
fairs grew defperate, an Oath was required from the Duke 
of Lancafter, afterwards Henry IV* that he fhould caufe 
the King to fend Home the Cheihirc Guard, which was ac- 
cordingly done. 

• I obferve in the Debate it has been taken for granted. 
That the Crown of England has a Right to a Number of 
regular Troops, under the Denomination of Guards. This 
IS a Notion I can by no Means give into. It was not fo a^ 
AniiquQ. 

• The firft Guards we hear of, the Yeomen of the Guard, 
which were conilituied by Henry Vll. being of anotlier 
Kind, were in Charles 11** Time, That Prince immediate- 
ly after his Relloration, got together a fmall Number of 
Giiard^% which at firft fcem'd to be meant only to add to the 
Equipage and Splendor of the Court. But it Coon appeared, 
that he had other Views : The Guards, hy adding Men to 
Troops and Companies, and Troops and Companies to Re- 
giments, were infenfjbly increased ; fo that in the Year 1677^ 
3»ey were got up to iive thoufand eight hundred ninety Men. 
Few Scflions pafsM, but tiiey were taken Notice of in the 
Houfe of Commons, and though Money was not ssk'd of 
Parliament for their Support, yet they occafioned % general 
Uueafmefs/ 
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* About Aat Time there was t Profpeft of War with 
France, on which Pretence zn Army was rais'd. But the 
War not proceeding, an Aft pafs'd, which gave the King 
lix hondred and nineteen thoufand thrte hundred and eighty 
eight Pounds for disbanding the Armjr. When the PariJa- 
mem met again, they were told from the ThronCt ' That the 

* Forces were flitl kept on Foot for the Prefenration of our 

* Neighbours, who othenvife had abfolutely defpair^d, and 

* for preferving what was Jeft in Flanders ; and that the King 
' was confident no Body would repine at the Employing that 

* Money, which was raised for the difbanding of the Army, 

* for the Continuance of it. 

' Thk did not fatisfy the Houfe, and they came to a Re- 
folution, * That it was neceflary, for th€ Safety of his Ma- 

* jefty's Perfon, and preferving the Peace of the Govem- 

* uientj That aU Forces, raisM irnce the twenty-ninth of 
' September 1 677, Ihoiild be difbanded/ Whweupon that 
Parliamentj which went under the Name of the Penfioner- 
Parliament^ was diiTolv'd. 

' The new Parliament which met on the firft of March 
following, had the fame Apprekenfions of regular Troops. 
Money was given to diiband them, and tht Adl direflcd, 
that it fhould be paid into the Chamber of London ; and 
Commiilioncrs of their own were appointed to fee it apply 'd 
fo that Ufe. Whatever Diifidence of the King this might 
imply^ I do not find that any Member loft hjs Liberty for 
Freedom of Speech on that Occafion* The Opinion that 
Parliament had of a ftanding Army, appears in the Refo- 
lution they came to, • That the Continuance of Handing 

* Forces in this Nation, odier than the Militia, was illegal, 

* and a great Grievance and Vexation to the People, 

* I fiiall now take Leave to coniider the Arguments ad- 
vancM for continuing fixteen thouiand three hundred forty 
feven Men for the enfuing Year, 

It is faid, * That there is a difaffe^ed Party in the King- 

* dom» which makes an Army necdlary. 

* If this Argument will prevail, *ti3 ftrange it has not 
prevaird for i\x hundred Years paft, fince no Period withiii 
cfiat Time can be aJlign'd, wherein this Argument was not 
as ilrong as in the prefent, 

* During the long Controverfy between the Houfes of 
York and lancafter touching the Right of SucceiTion, in 
which each Side had its Turn of being uppermoft, one 
would think it fhould have been natural for the prevailing 
Party, in order to their Security, to have infiiled on the 
Continuance of their regular Troops, at leall for a Time, 
There was a Pretender to the Crown, who had a Itrofng 
Party in the Nation, and the Government was iiifecure *tiU 
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the Spirit of Rebellion was fupprefr'i. U might then with 
an Appearance of Reafon have been infifted on, That the 
Taxes on the Di&ffcfted ihould be increased, that thofc, 
who oci^aiion'd the Expence, ihguld bear the Burthen 'tiU 
the Dajiger was mtr. 

* Why this Sort of Reafoning 4id not then preyail is 
obvious. They faw it was unfafe to trail any Prince, even 
one of their own fetting up, with fuch a Power, which, if 
ill apply 'd, might enilave them* 

* Another Period of Time I ihall take Notice of is, that 
pi Queen Elizabeth's Reign, The Difaffedion to her in 
the Beginning of it was great, occafionM by the Reformation 
In Religion, and the Application of Ecdetiallical Revenues 
to fecuhir Ufes, Many Plots there were againll her Life, 
Spain, one of the greateft Powers in Europe at chat Time, 
attempted an Invafion, and a more proper J unsure could 
not have happened, wherein to have aJk^d for an Armyi, 
But inilead of thai, the greateft Part of the Forces then got 
together to oppofe the Invafion coniiiled of Militia, ana as 
foon as the Armado was fcatter'd, the Army was dllbanded. 
That Queen being feniihle, that the true, the only Support 
of the Crown, was the Good-will and AfFeftions of the 
People* 

* Another Argument brought for the Continuance of the 
Army is, * That the denying it does tnfmuate a DillruA of 
* his Maje%.' 

* How diftngenuous and unparliameiitary a Way of At- 
guing this is, let Gentlemen judge : For to draw that facred 
Name into a Debate, mull put every Body to ^a^in, who 
takes the other Side of the Quertjon, in Regard it may be 
conllruM, that the ftronger the Argument is, the greater is 
the Diftnift. 

* But this Reafoning* in my Opinion, turns quite another 
Way, and inftead of implying a Diftrufl, argues the greateft 
Regard to the Safety of bis Majefly*s Perfon and Govern- 
ment. Who can anfwer for the Caprice of an Arm/, 
when once eftabliih'd ? 

* Although no Man living has a greater Eftcem th^ mf 
felf for th#fe honourable Gentlemen, who have wtth fo 
much Bravery ferv'd cheir Country in a military Way, nor 
ihall any Man go farther in re\^^rding their Services ; yet 
the common Experience of Mankind demonilrates. That it 
is not reafonable to exped an Army fixould be always in the 
fame Humour. Auguftus Ckfar liv'd in great Peace and 
Security with thePr^torian Bands, which had put an End to 
the Roman Liberties ; but the Cafe was different with his 
Succcflors i for of Iwenty-fix Emperors, no lefs then fixtecn 
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were pulFd to pifces by their own Soldiers, Did not the 
Army liere in England, in the Times of Ufurpation, if X 
* mty he allow*d to najne thejn, in a ihort Space change the 
Government into ten fcveral Forms ? What Treatment did 
the Pariiamentj who had rais'd and fupported thentj meet 
with from them ? They bcfei the Houfe, repulsM many 
Members who would have come in^ others they dragged 
out even by the Legs, and at length they were all turn'd 
out, and the Doors ihut up. I fay this with the more 
AiTarance^ having had the Account from an honourable 
Perfon, lately dead, who was an Eye-wituefs of it. Thk 
^rmy, 'tis true, which confifted of about feventeen thou- 
fand Men, afterwards brought in King Charles the fecond. 
But that Prince foon difbanded them^ being well aware that 
the fame Army which brought him in, ihould their Minds 
change, might a^in turn him out, 

' This Objedion, drawn from a Diilruil of his Majelly, 
deferves another Name 'Tis an honeft, "'tis a reafonable 
Jealoufy of the growing Power of the Crown, which thofe 
that went before us always avow'd. May it not with Parity 
of Reafon be faid, That bccaufe I will not confent, that 
the King fixall by his Procbmation raife Money without 
Parliament, that this is a Biftruil of his Majefty ? Becaufe 
I will not confent to give up Magna Chans, and accept of 
a new Patent at Pleafure, may not this likeWife be calPd a 
Diftriift of his Majelly ? But fuppofe from an Opinion of 
the Virtue of the Troops ; from an Opinion, that Men in 
Power will not make an ill Ufe of it ; that thofe who may 
be Mailers, will chufe to continue Servants ; that Men 
under the fame Circumiknces will not do the fame Things ; 
and that wc ihould confent for ourfelves, to depofite our 
Liberties in their Hands for a while ; will any one fay, 
that we have an Authority alfo to confent on the Behalf of 
thofe we reprefent ? A Sum of Money, a Jewel* or other 
valuable Thing is committed to my Care ; I without the 
Qwners Confent leave it in the PofTelhon of another* al- 
though the Perfon with whom I left it, does not actually 
embezil the Money, or detain the Jewel, yet do I break 
my Trull by putting It into his Power fo to do, 

' It is felf-evident that, by keeping up fuch a Number of 
Forces, who may, when they are disposed, controul the 
Power of the civil Magi Urate, the Strength and Secu- 
rity of our Conftitudon is at an End, and that we have 
no other Rule of Government left, than Will and Pleafure, 
The Notion I have of Slavery is the being fubjedled to the 
Will of another ; and notwithftanding the Rod be not al- 
ways on my Bade, or the Dragoon in my Houfe j yet, if 
it ic not in my Power to preveni it5 being, foj I am no 
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longer frf e. After Auguftus had eftabliihM his eight thou- *""> 4- Gw» t 
Ikna rcgolar Troops, the Roman Conftitudon was as much \^^^\^''\j 
at an End^ as k wa^ in Nera's Time. Although the T)rran* 
ny^ wai not hy Auguftus exerctfi^d with the like Severity it 
was by his Succeffors ; ytt^ from the Time his Power bc^ 
came irrefilUblc^ the Romans were Slaves. 

I* Another Argument as'd for this Number of Troops Is, 
' That there are no Thoughts of e^blilhing them ; but only . 
* continuing them for a Year. 
* If the Nodon be true, which no Gentleman in the De- 
bate has deny'd. That the Number of difctp!in*d Men now 
contended for^ are fufficient to dii5Ute to the greateft Number 
of undifciplin'd i I deiire to know who Ihall dare to bid 
them go Home ? 'Tis faid indeed the Parliament will not 
provide for them : Why may not they then, as others in 
their Circumftances have done, provide for themfelvcs ? la it 
Teafonable to thinks that Men will ftanre with Swords in 

t their Hands ? 
' I am fenfible, that I have too much trefpaft*d on Gen- 
tlemen's Patience. 1 fhall fay no more ; but that Bodies 
Polidcal as well as Natural, have their Periods ; Govern- 
ments mufl die as well as Men ^ ours h grown old and crazy ; 
and tho^ ftie hath furvlv'd her Neighbour^ yet I fear her 
Day approaches. 

After Mr JeiFeries had ended his Speech, Sir Thomas 
Hanmer fpoke as follows : 
Mr Speaker J 

* I cannot forbear troubling you with a f^w Words upon sirThBtnuifiui. 
this Subjea, tho' I can neither flatter myfelf with the Hopes ^^tlfi£^'''Jiii^ 
of convincing any one, nor pretend to be able to offer any pJJ^ ^ '"*^ 
Thing to your Confideration, which has Tiot in a better 
Manner been urg^d already. Bat I am truly concemM for 
the Mifchiefs which, I think, we are giving Way to ; and 

»]f f cannot prevent them, it will be a Sadsfadion to me at 
leaft to protefl againU them. 
' All Gendemen who have fpoke m this Debate, hawt 
for their different Opinions^ agreed in one Things to prefs 

I very much the Argument of Danger ; and the only Quefti* 
on is, on which Side the Danger lies ; whether to the Go- 
vernment, without a military Force to fupport it ; or to th^ 
Conftitution and Libcrnes of Great Britain, from that miU* 
mry Force, if it be allowed to continue in it. 
* As to the Dangers wJuch threaten the Government, t 
think I am not willing to overlook them, Bat I hope we 
L may be excus'd, if we cannot be convinced of Dangers, which 
I no Man, tiiat I bear, pr^tendi to explaia to us* 
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* Abf^d the State ^nd CircumAaiices of Europe haf^en 
to be fmhf that I think k h hard to fuppofe a Time polubler 
when there Ihall be lefs Appearance or Apprehension of any 
immc4Jiate DiiWbance to this Kingdom. The thfee great 
Powei^^ thofe which are moA confiderable in tbemfelves, 
and of nearcft Concern to us, I mean the Empircj France 
and Holland, are (6 far from being at any Enmity with us, 
that they are all of them our fall Friends and AUies, at Icaft 
we are told fo, and hear irery often a great deal of boaiyng 
upon that Subjeft, whenever the Adminiib"ation of the Go* 
vernment is to be extoll'd, and the Merits of it are to be fet 
forth to us, Upnn thofe Occafions we hear of nothing, but 
the wife and ufefiil Treaties which have been made, the great 
Influence which we have acquired in foreign Courts and 
Councils, and the folid Foundations which are kid for our 
Security* But when, in Confequcnce of thefe great Things, 
we come to talk of reducing Forces, then I obferve the 
Language is quite turn'd the other Way, then we are in the 
weafeeft and molt infecure Condition imagmable, there is no 
Dependence upon any Thing, and we muft even be thought 
difafcded to the Government, if we will not believe that 
we are furrounded on all Sides with the greatcil Dangers/ 

* But in the midft of thefe Contrarieties and Contradictions 
I think we need not be at any Lofs what our Conduft ought 
to be ; if we will but have Regard to thofe plain Rules and 
Maxims which have always been obferv'd in the like Cafes 
with that which is now before us, 

' It would certainly be an endlefs Thing, for an Houfe of 
Commons to enter into the Secrets of State, and to debate 
upon the different Views, and IntereHi, and Intrigues of 
Foreign Courts ; what Jealoufies are among them, and what 
Treaties are on Foot to reconcile them. If w^ take fuch 
Things into our ConTiderations, to guide us in Queiltons 
concerning our own Guards and Garrifons here at Home, 
we fhall be in a Labyrinth indeed ; and muil be compeird at 
laJl to put an ,Tbrofute Truft in the Government, becaufe 
they only know the Truth of fuch Matters, and from them 
we mull be content to receive whatfoever Account ihey think 
£t to give us of chem. But the otfy Thing proper for us to 
look to is, what h plain and obvious to the Senfe of all Man- 
kind, I mean. When are the Times of prefcnt Peace. There 
need no Refinements of Politicks to know that^ and I will 
venture to fay, that during fuch Times of Peace no remote 
Fears, no Arguments drawn from Contingencies of what may 
be hereafter, have ever yet brought this Nation into a Con- 
celTion fo fatal to Liberty* as the Keeping up of ftanding 
Forces, when there is no other Employment for them,, but 
£0 Malt md opprefs their Fcllpw Subject I fay there has 
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hitiimo been no Precedent of that kind, and the Misfonmie Awjfl4. g^, 
of diis Cafe Is, there will need bur one Precedent in it ; one v^^*J^ 
wrong Step taken. In this Particuiar, may pat an End to all 
your Cl^ms of Rights and Privileges. 

* And oo the other Hand I beg it may not t>e taken ibr 
2|tanted, that if we difmifs our Soldiers, we Qiali thercfofc 
leave ourfelves naked, and void of all Prote^on againJl any 
fbdd^ Dagger that may arlfe. No, Sir^ Providence has 
given m the bell Proteftioti, if we do not foolishly throw 
atnray the Bene^t of itr Our Situation is our natural Pro^ 
te^^on; our Fleet is our Proie£Uon; and if we could ever 
be fo happy as to fee it rightly purfu'd, a good Agrf^ment 
betwixt the King and People, uniting and acting together in 
one Nndonal Intereftj. wodd be fuch a Prote^ion as none of 
our Enemies would ever hope to break through, 

* It J5 a melancholy Thing to me to hear any other Notion! 
oF Government advanced here, and that his Majelly, cither 
from his private or his general Council, fhould ever upon thia 
Subjeft have any Thing inculcated to him, bat this great 
Truth, * That the true and only Support of an Englifti Prince 
* does and ought to confiH in the Affedions of his People.' It is 
That Jhould ffrengthen his Hands ; it is That fhould give hint 
Credit and Authority in the Eyes of other Nations ; and to 
think of doing of It by keeping up a Number of Land Forcet 
here at Home, fuch a Number as can have any Awe or In* 
fluenfee over the great Powers on the Continent, is, I think, 
one of |he wildell Imaginations that ever enter 'd into the 
Heart of Man- The only Strength of this Nation mufl al^ 
ways confift in the Riches of it i Riches mutt be the Fruits 
of pablick Liberty i and the People can neither actjuire 
Riches, nor the King have the Ufe of them, but by a 
Government founded in their Inclinations and Affections, 

* If this be true, then of Confequence it follows, Thac 
whoever advifes hh Majelly to aim at any additional Securi* 
ty to himfelf from a Ibnding Army, inllead of increafmg 
bis Strength, ^oes really diminifh it, and undermine his 
true Support, by robbing him of the Hearts of his Subjeds* 
For this I take for granted, that as there are but two Ways 
of Governing ; the one by Force, and the other by the 
Affe^ons of the People governed, it is impofilble for any 
Prince to have them both, He mull chufe which of the 
two he will iHck to, for he can have but one. If he ji 
Maficr of their AiFe^on.^, he Hands in no need of Force f 
and if he will make Ufc of Force, it is in vain for him to 
expeS their AfFeftions. For it is not in Nature, and it caa 
never be brought to paf?, that Men can Io*t a Government, 
tmdcr which they are loaded with hetivy Taxe* i and p^y a 
mnM^uhlt Part of their Elbtes to jnainuia aa ^.xxn>]t 
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which i&rults them in the PoHeilioa cf the reft, and can 
turn ttcm out of the whole whenever the/ pleafe. 

* With Submiffion thereforCj the Argument is taken by 
the wrong End, when it is faid. There are great Animo* 
fities in 3ie Kingdom, the People are difaflefted, and upon 
that Account there h a Neceflity of keepiijg up aa Army> 
It concludes much righter the other Way ; that ii> difmifs 
your Army^ and give no other Caufe of Sufpidon that any 
Part of the Conllitution h to be invaded, and the People 
will be well-aiFe£icd. Upon any other Foot than this, what 
MiniAer will ever care, whether he does right or wrong ? 
It is not his Concern, whether the People are eafy or un- 
eafy ; his Army is his Dependence : Nay, and the more 
by his wicked Gonnfels he exafperates and enrages the Peo- 
ple, the Wronger he makes his Pretence for maintaining and 
incr^fing that Army wh'fch fupports him. 

' What I have faid, I confefs, goes upon a Suppofition, 
that the Numbers contained in the Eliimate, and in the 
QueiUon before you, do make an Army farmtdahle enough, 
and al>le to enHave this Nation ; of which indeed there re- 
mains no Doubt with me. In the Manner thofe Forces are 
conilituted, I think, a Prince who would wilh to be arbi^ 
trary^ could defire no more ; and if he had all the Power 
in his Hands, I think, for his own fake he would keep no 
more, 

* Of what Nature the Redu^ns have been other Gen- 
tlemen have fo fully explained, and J believe it fo generally 
underftood, that it will be needlefs for me to dwell upon it. 
But the Short of the Cafe is this, That out of thirty two 
thoufand Men, thirteen Regiments only have been difb^md- 
ed, which do not amount to more than £ve or fix thoufand, 
befides a few Invalids, which were taken from the Elta- 
blifliment of the Army, and put upon the Eftablifiiment of 
the Hofpltal, So that there are the Corps nosv fubfifHng 
of more than twenty five thouiand Men, which Corps may 
be iiird up to their entire Complement whenfoever the Go- 
vernment pleafes, and that even without any Noife, or No- 
tice a ken. For thG Cafe is very different in that Refpe^, 
where the Regiments are few, and thoJe kept compleat ; 
There, if the Numbers allowed by Aft of Parliament are 
exceeded, it muH be by railing new Regiments, which is 
cafily feen and known. But where the Corps are kept up 
with only a few Men in them, and fomc Recruits will al- 
ways be neceilary for them, there, if the Government is 
wiUing to be at the Charge, they may keep the Numbers 
up to what they pleafe, and it 1$ impoflible to know when 
the Parliamentary Standard is exceeded, and when not^ 
TJius therefore ftands our Actount ; In tfie firfl Place, the 
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Publick IS to pay eighteen thouraiKi Men ; in the nt^ aud^ «« cmvi; 
Place, the Number of cffcdive Men i^ to be fucteen thou- 
sand three hundred forty fevcn ; and if thofc are not fuffi- 
dent to exercife Dominion over us, yet, in the Manner 
they are kept together, they are eqiiivalent to twenty five 
thousand Men ; the Charge is inconfiderably Icfs, and the 
Terror, which h the main Thing, is not at aJI abated. 

* For the taking this dangerous Step, the only JuiHiica- 
tion I hear Gentlemen offer for themftlveSj the only Shelter 
they fly to, is the great Confidence which is to be reposed 
in his Majeily's juft and gracious Intentions ; of thofe I 
will entertain no Doubt ; I believe his Majcfty k too good 
to be fufpefted of any arbitrary Defigns. But yet there is a 
general Sufpicion, which I will never be afham'd or afraid 
to own ; becaufe it b a Snfpicion interwoven in our Confli- 
tution ; It is a Sufpicion upon which our Laws, our Parlta^ 
ment, and every Part of our Government is founded ; 
which is. That too much Power lodg'd in the Crawii» ab^ 
lba£ting from the PeHbn that wears it, will at fome Time 
or other be abus*d in the Exerclfe of it, and can never long 
confiH with the natural Rights and Liberties of Mankind. 
And therefore whatever Opinions we have of his Majeity^s 
Goodnefs, and how much foever he deferves them, w^ 
Ihould flill confider, that in this Place we are under a di^ 
ftinft Duty to our Country, and by thai Duty we ihould be 
£5 Incapable of giving up fuch an unwarrantabk Tnift, as 
lus Majefty, I am perluaded, would be incapable of" abuiing 
it, if he had it in his Hands. Thofe we rcprcfent will 
«3Cpe£l, and they ought to expert from us, that they fhauld 
not only continue to enjoy what belongs to them, as Englifh- 
men ; but that they ihould hold it ilill by the fame Te- 
nure. Their Eftatcs, their Lives, and their Liberties they 
have hitherto polTefsM as their Rights ; and it would be 3 
very great and fad Change, and fudh as fhall never have my 
Confent along with it, to make them only Tenants at WiH 
for them. ' 



k 



Die, 6* In a Committee of the whole Houfc on the Sup- ineCsnioifHwof 
ply, the Commons came to twelve feveral Refolntions. gSS^J^iSsa. 

It not being in the Compafs of our Defign to recite them 
all, nine of them being, without any Oppoficion^ agreed to by 
the Houfe, and to be found at large in the f^OTE S of this 
SefTioft, we fliall only quote thofe three Refotutfons of the 
C;<xmmittee, 33 gave Rife to fome SPE EC HES and DM- 
SATES I whichp for the better Underftatiding thereof, it will 
be tieccflary to do. They are as follows ; 

I. That rhe Number of effcftive Men 10 be provided for 
Guards mi Garrifons ia Great Britain, ?Liid foi ^t^^^ ^^ 
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Guemf^, for the Vet^r 171 3* be 16347/commtffiQJied and 
lion-commlfiicsned Officers induded. It- TJiat a Sum ik* 
c^€cedii:g 68ij6i3L be granted to txis Majefty, for defray* 
^Big the Charge of the laid 16347 ^ffe£itive Men for Guards 
^j^ Garrifons, and qther his Majefty's Land Forces in Gjeat 
Britain, Jei\iey and Guernfey, for the Year 171 S, IJL 
That a Sum not exceeding 130361 L 5 s. ^ d. be granted 
to his Maieily, for the Charge of Half-pay to the re- 
duced Officers of his, Majeily'$ Land forces and Maf ipiss^ 
for the Year 1718. 

The firft of thefe Refolutions hemg read the fccond 
Xirue, a ^lotion was Diade, thajt the fajjie be recomiuitted ^ 
Upon which there arofc a warm Debate, and mofl of the 
^embers who fpoke in the Debate of the 4ch Inllant, [5^^ 
p. 154] fpoke either for or againfl: the fald Motion"- But the 
Queili.on being put thereupon, it was carry'd in the N^a- 
tive, by a Majority of 175 Voices again II 12c 5 and then 
the RA Refolution was agreed to by t^e Houfe. T^e fe- 
cond Refolution being afterwards read a fecond Time, a 
Motion was iQade^ that the fame, be recommitted, which 
bccafion-d a fre/h Debate, Mr Robert WalpoJe, who niade 
the moft remarkable Speech, urgM, * That by the Method 
that had beea followed in the ReduQioti of the Array, thq 
Nation was put to an extriordinajy and neediefs Charge/ 
Which he endeavoured to prove, * By entering into tl|e PaPr 
ticulars of the Rcgiipents that were kept llanfing 1 |hewing 
the Difproportion between the Foot, and the Iforfe and 
Dragoons, which Jail were mofl grievous and opprelHve fa 
the Country ; and fuggefted, * That by reducing the Army 
in another Manner, dbe full Number of Land Forces already 
voted, might be kept up, and yet near a hundred thouiand 
Pounds faved to the Nation, beftdes the Pay of GeneraJ 
0&cer% which, he doubted not, all Gentlemen would rea- 
dily acknowledge, with him, to be an unneceffiyy Expenqj/ 
This Overture was liften'd to with great Attention, aiid 
particularly by Sir Jofeph Jekyll, who, being defiroa^ ta 
know what Mr Walpole had to propofe, to fave fo confi- 
berable a Sum to the Nation, declared his Opinion for te- 
committing the fecond Refolution above-mentioned, whicli, 
was carry *d without dividing* It was alfo refolv^d, That 
the lalt of the three above- recited Refolttticms be recoip^ 
mitted. 

p££. 9. The Houfe refolv€d itfdf into a Grand Com- 
mittee, to take into Confideration the fecood Refolution^ 
m, for granting to his Majefty the Sum of 681,618 1. 
which had been recommitted, Mr Craggs, who fpoke ^t% 
iaid, * That hax'ing already agreed to the Number of 
TiQop^, it was bat natural and reafgnable to ^ant the Sniw 
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neceHkry ta jn^intain tliofe Tmops ^ that the Cammons had 
never entered into the Partjculars of the Regime QtSj whether 
Horfe, Dr^ocms, or Foot j bnt contenting themfelvea with 
fixing the whole NtunbeT, had wholly left the regukting of 
that Matter to the Crown ; and therefore he hoped, they 
would not ihew lefs Regard to his Majellyj or repofe ieia 
Confidence in his Wifdom, of which they had feen fo many j* ?^^'^ 
lallance% particularly both in augmenting and reducing of Mr Trcb^ 
the Army.* Mr Craggs was ieconded by Mr Aifiabie, Mr sJ/Z^'^^eic. 
Lcchmere; Mr Treby, Mr Yonge, Sir Richard Steele^ ^";;^X'''*'' 
Gen, Ca£pcnter> Gesi* Wade, Gen Scanwix^ and others : gch. sianwii, 
Bau on tht other Hand, Mr R. Walpole, reprefenrcd* Mrn, wb,'p*1cw 
* That the beft Way for the Commons of Great Britain to 
acknowledge his Majefly's moll gracious Incentions for the 
Good of his Subjed^s, was to point out to him the Means 
of rendering thofe good Intentions eifeftual 1 that this might 
be done by difbanding or diimountlng eight or nine Regi- 
ments of DragooHs, whereby the Country would be eafed 
of a great Burden and Oppre^ion ; and that by thl^, and 
fome other Reduftionsj of which he made mention, a con- 
iiderable Sum of Money might be faved to the Nation j as 
well as by taking oiF the Pay of the General Officers, an4 
othef ufekfs Contingencies.^ Mr Walpole was back'd by 
Sir Jofeph Jekyllj Sir Thomas Hanmer, Sir William sit f. jefcyil, 
Wyndham, Mr John Smith, and Sir Thomas Crofs ; and, s;'^*^';^^^, 
on the other Handj tJie Courtiers endeavomrM to fbew, either 
that the Redtt^ions propofed were imprafticable, or would 
not anfwcr the End intended thereby. But fome General 
OiHcers having laid, ' That for their own Parts, if their 
having no Pay could any way contribute to make the Na- 
tion eafy, they readily acquiefced/ They were taken at 
their Words ; and the Qucllion being put. That a Sum not 
exceeding 650,000 L be granted to his Majefty, for de- 
fraying the Charge of 16547 effective Men for Guards and 
Garrifons, and other his Majefty's Land Forces in Great 
HritaiQ, Jerfcy and Guemfey, fof the Year 1718, the fame 
WIS carry 'd in the Affirmative, by 1 72 againfl: 158. And this 
Refolution was the next. Day reported and agreed to by the 
Uoufe without Oppofition. 

Die, 11, In a Grand Committee on Ways and Means to n-i»ttciir«riuii£ 
raife the Supply, after fqmc Debate upon the Queftlon, *'"' 1-^-^**^ 
Whether two or three Shillings in the Pound be kid upon 
Land, it was by 1 64 YoSes againll 97, carryM for the latter. 
There were great Struggles to fave the odd Shilling, but it 
would not do ; for the next Day Mr Farrer reported the 
Refolution of the Committee, which was agreed to by the 
ilodc > aad a Bill was ordered to be broughc in accordingly. 
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Tilis Bill, ivldi an onufUfil Difpatch pafcd thfough both 
Houfes m ten Days, 

i>f^, 1 3. Mr Freeman and Mr liutchefQii, upon exam- 
ining the Lifh of Half-Pay OiHcers thai had been laid before 
the Houfe, reprcfented. That there were three Sorts of 
Officers in the faid Lifts, whOp in their Opuiion, had no 
Title to the faJd Half-Fay, vk. the Warrant- Officers ; chofc 
under Age, and therefore nncapable to ferve ; and the Offi- 
cers who had Civil Employments. Mr Craggs *, Col Bla- 
den, Mr Aiflabie, and Mr Lechmcre +, in Anfwer to ihofe 
Obj eft ions, feid, ' That the Half-Pay had never been deny^J 
to Warrant- OiEcers ; and as for Officers under Age, they 
were very few in Nomber, and their HalfTay given as a. 
Recompence for the Services of their Fathers or near Rela-' 
tions,' However, after a Debate, it was refolved to prefent 
four Addr efTes to his Majefty on that Head. 

Die* 1 9, Mr Aiflabie, took Notice of the great Scarcity 
of the Silver Species, which, in all Probability^ was occa^ 
fionM by the Exportation of the fame, and the Importauon 
of Go]d ; and proposed. That a fpeedy Remedy might be 
put to that growing Evil, by lowering the Value of the 
Gold Species. He was feconded by Mr Cafwall, Member 
for Leominfter, one of the Sword Blade Company : But 
Mr R. Walpolej who did not expeft fuch a Motion, faid, 
' This was a Matter of fo great Importance, that it ought fl 
to be well weighM and maturely confider'd, before the ■ 
Houfe came to any Refoktion thereupon.* It was accor- 
dingly refolv'd to confider of it the next Morning in a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe, 

Dec. 2Q. Mr Aiflabie renewed theMotion he made the Day 
before* relating to the Coin, and was feconded by Mr 
Cafwall **, who made a Speech, on the varioas and re- m 
fpe£Uve Values which, at different Times, Gold and Silver f 
Coins have bom, with refpeft one to the other, according 
to the Plenty or Scarcity of either ; and fuggefted, * That 
the Over- valuation of Gold in the current Coins of Great 
Britain, had occafion'd the Exportation of great Quantiti^ of 
Silver Species i and to that Purpofe, laid open a clandeftine 
Trade, which of late Years had been carry 'd on by the 
Dutch, Hamburghers, and other Foreigners, in Concert with 
the Jews and other Traders here, which confifted in ex- _ 
porting Silver Coins, and importing Gold in Lieti thereof,^ 
which being coined into Guineas at the Tower, near 15^ 
Pence was got by every Guinea, wMch amounted to about 5 

* Made St^feUry if &0te in thh S^n. ^f 

f Made Attaffity-G^erd jwt? ^ Fih>Cm}ifiU^ in thk S*ffw», h ttf- 
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Times in a Year^ confiderable Sums were got by it, to the 
Prejudice of Great Bf italn, which thereby wa5 drainM of 
SiJvefj and over^llock'd with Gold : Concludlngf that in 
his OpinioHt the moH eiTeft oal Way to put a Stop to this 
penucioiis Trade^ was to lower the Price of Guineas, and 
aU other Gold Species.^ This Speech wi;5 received with 
general Applaufe, and it was refolv^d in the Grand Com- 
mittee, and unanimously agreed to by the Houfe^ That an 
Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, to iiFue his Royal Pro- 
clamation, to forbid all Pcrfons to utter or r^eceive any of 
the Pieces of Gokl call'd Guineas, at any greater or higher 
Rale than one and twenty Shillings for each Guinea, and 
fo proportionably for any greater or leifer Pieces of coin'd 
Gold. This Addrefs being prefented to his MajeHy, a 
Proclamation was iiTited accordingly. 

Die. 2Z. The King gave the Royal Aflent to the Land- 
Tax Billp and then the Houfe adjoum'd. 

yon. Z2^ The Commons, in a Committee of the whole, 
Houfe, confiderM farther on the Supply, and Mr Hutchc- 
fon urg*d. * That the Liils of the Half pay OFiccrs were 
charg*d with many who had no Right to it : He was llre- 
liuoufly fupported by Mr R. WaJpok, who particularly ob- 
je£ted aeaiall allowing Half- pay here to the Officers of the 
13 Regiments lately reduced in Ireland. Mr Craggs an- 
fwer'd them s and Mr Walpole having fuggelled that Mr 
Craggs had not been long in Ol^ce ; this lail readily own^d« 

»* That tho' he could not boafl of fo much Experience m 
Affairs, as a certain Gentleman, yet this he was fure of, 
that, though a NovicCi 1^ would, tea Years hence, be of 
the fame Opinion he was of at prefent, and not imitate them, 
who changed theirs^ as they were in or out of Place/ 
Hereupon Mr Walpole appeaFd to the Committee, * Whe- 
ther, while he had ciie Honour to be in Employment, he 
had not declared hra Opinion as freely as he did at prefent, 
particularly in relation to the Matter now before them V 
Mr John Smith, Sir Henry Bunbury f , Member for Cheiler, 
and Sir WiUiam Wyndham, fupported Mr Walpole, and 
all of them did Juilice to the Officers who had fervid 
their Country in th^ two lall Wan » accepting only againll 
the Abufe which had been made of the National Bounty, in 
granting Hal/lpay to thofc chat did not defcrvc it. On 
the other Hand, Mr Aiilabie, Colonel Bladen, Sir Charles 
Hotham, Sir Richard Steele, General Wade, Mr Lowndes, 
^d fevflral others, fupported Mr Craggs ; and Mr Bofcaw* 
cn, ^d, ' That, in his Opinion, the OlHcers who had 
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lately fervid againfl the Rebels in Scotland^ and Sn the 
North and Weft of England, had no lefs merited than thofe 
who had ferv'd many Years in foreign Wars, fince by fup- 
preffing a moft unnatural and deteftable Rebellion^ they had 
delivered their Country from its moft dangerous Enemies/ 
But though the Court Party, inftead of about 130,361!. 
to which the Lift of Half-pay for 171 8 amounted, would 
have been, contented with 115,0001. yet a Motion being 
made, and the Queftion put. That the Chairman leave the 
Chair, it was carry'd in the Affirmative, by 1 86 Voices 
againft 148. 

yan: 24. The Houfe went into a erand Committee, to 
coniider farther of the Supply ; particularly in relation to 
Half-pay ; and Mr Hutchefon and Mr Walpole chiefly in- 
fiftcd, * That the Officers of the 1 3 Regiments reduced in 
Ireland, ought to have been placM on the Eftablifhment of 
that Kingdom.* The Lord Vifcount Broderick *, Member 
for Midhurft, endeavoured to juftify the Minlftry there, and 
reprefented how hard the Cafe of thofe Officers would be, 
if they were ftruck off the Englifh Eftablifhment. To which 
Mr Walpole reply'd, * That 'twas Matter of Surprize, that 
an End had been put to the Seffion of the Parliament of 
Ireland, without making Proviiion for the faid Officers.' 
After this it was agreed to ftrike off the Lift of Half-pay 
all the Minors under fixteen ; feveral Warrant Officers , the 
Officers of the 13 Regiments reduc'd in Ireland, and the 
Chaplains not provided for ; Notwithftanding which, the 
Courtiers ftill demanded 1 1 5,000 1. for the Lift of Half-pay ; 
but upon the Motion for the Chairman to leave the Chair, 
which was carry'd without dividing, the Speaker refum'd 
it, and the farther Conftderation of that Matter was put off 
to the next Day. 

Jan. 25. The Commons went again into a Committee 
of the whole Houfe on the Supply, and the Courtiers re- 
newed the Demand of 1 1 5,000 1, for the Lift of Half-pay. 
On the other Hand, the oppofite Party were for reducing 
that Sum to 80,000 1. But Mr Walpole having proposed 
94,000 1. the fame was readily accepted on botli Sides. 

Then Mr Freeman mov'd, * That the Vacancies in the 
Guards fhould be fupply'd by Half-pay Officers : ' But the 
Queftion being put tliereupon, it was carry ,d in the Nega- 
tive by 164 Voices againft 156. 

Mr Speaker having refum'd the Chair, Mr Farrer imme- 
diately rq)orted to the Houfe, ' That the Conunittee had 
direflcd him to move, and it was accordingly refolved. That 
an humble Addrefs be prefented to his'MaJefty, tJiat all Va- 
cancies 
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calicjes which fhall happen in die Troops upon the Bridfli 
EilabliihmcnE be fupply^d by Half- Pay Officers, or OiEccrs 
xeduc'd in Greac Brkaln of the fame Rank, except in the 
Horfe and Foot-GuArds, and Horfe- Grenadiers/ The iaid 
Addrefs was accordingly prefented to the King. 

yan. 27. Mr Eofcawen acquainted the Houfe, that his 
M^jeily had commanded him to inform the Hoofe, *' That '^^ tint's 

*' Orders fhonJd be given, purfuant to the above Addrefs^ his " "" 

** Majefty being deiiroiis, on aU OccafionSj to contribute, as 
*' far a$ in him lies, eq the Eafe of his People/' After this, 
Mr Farrcr reported the Refolutions on the Supply, which 
were agreed td and may be feen at large in the FOTBS 
of this SeiHon. 

FiBruaty 4* The Houfe refolv'd idelf into a Grand Com- 
mittee, upon theBilJ, Femguiaiu^ the Farces^ and fir Fa^* ^^^^^m^ 
Mtni ifih Armn Sec, After reading the Bill, and the Articles 
of War, Mr Hutchefon excepted againll the Ckufe, ena£l- Wt mmiheSt 
ing, * That it 0iall and may be lawful to and for Court Mar- 
* liah CO punifh Mutiny and Defertion with Death, urging, 
' That a Court Martial was never allowed of in England in 
Time of Peace, as being inconfillent with the Rights and 
Liberties of a free People j and mov'd, * That the Offences 
committed by the Soldierj- be cognizible and puniih*d by 
the Civil Magiftrate/ §ir William Thompfon aixfwer'd Mr 3ir w. Thompfan, 
Hutchefon, and the latter was feconded by Mr Edward Har- Mr e, Huiry. 
Icy^ who, to (hew the Danger of a Handing Army governed 
by Martial Law, quoted a Book written. by a noble Mem- 
ber of the Houfe, intided^ j^h Account of DmmarL Here- 
upon Lord Molefworth, ^^Autkar of that BaokrJ endcai^our'd Lord MoidVarth, 
to ihew> * That this was not a parallel Cafe 1 that the pre- 
fcnt Pofture of Affairs in Great Britain was vaftly dilFerent 
from the State of Things in Denmark at that Junfturc ; and 
that the Commons having already dedarM it neceflary to 
maintain the ftanding Forces, it was no lefs necciiary to 
keep thofe Forces within theBoundsof Duty and Difcipline, 
by the ordinary Rules of Martial Iaw» as was ever pratlis^d 
in all civilizd Nations.' Sir Gilbert Heathcore having Siraifcathctirt 
back'd the Lord Molefworth, Mr Hunger ford faid, ' He mt ifanteTiM. 
remembered a remarkable PalTage in The HiJI&ry tfikt Fi^v^ 
iuHom ^fSni^iien^ which was, I'hat one Bimg^ a rich Burgher 
of Stockholm, who had much contributed to the keeping up 
a {landing Army, was the Hrft that was hangM by Martial 
Law, General Lumley and fome others were of Mr cen. Lmflky, 
Hutchefon's Opinion i and, on the other Hand, Sir Jofeph Sijj.jdt/ii. 
jekyll was for keeping up the Martial Law, at leaft, one 
Year longer.* But the main Difpute fell between Mr 
Craggs and Mr Robert Walpole, who in the Heat of Ar- mI ^k^. 
gumcnt could not forbear, letting drop foaie iliarg Rcfleai- 
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ons. Mr Lechmere^ in Anfwer to what Mr Walpole had 
advanced, vk. That a Court Martial m Time of Feace was 
altogether unknown in England, /hcw'd to the contrary, 
' That the Court of Admiralty, which ia allowed in Times 
of Peace as well as of War, has an equal Power in telatlon 
to Seamen, with a Court Martial in Relation to Soldiers, 
At laft, about Eight in the Evening, the Queilion being put. 
That the Claufe relating to the Punilhmenc of Mutiny and 
Defertion fliould Hand as exprefs'd in the Bill, it was car- 
ry 'd in the Affirmative by a Majority of 247 agalnft zzg. 

Feb^ 1 2, The engrofTed Bill, For pttnijhing Mutiny and Bi' 
firtwHf &c, was read the third Time, and the Quellion be- 
ing put. That the faid Bill do pafs, it was carded in the 
Affirmative by 186 Voices againft 105 : This great Majori- 
ty was afcrib'd to Mr Walpole's voting with the Courtiers^ 
and his having dcckr'd to his Friends, ' That tho* in the 
Debate about this Bill, he was for having Mutiny and De- 
fertion punifli'd by the Civil Maglilrate, yet he had rather 
tjiofe Crimes Oiould be punifh'd by Martial Law, than not 
punifh'd at all. 

Feb. 27. The Houfe proceeded to take into Confidcration 
the Matters of the Petition of feveral Merchants and Owners 
of Shipping, and other Petitions which had been prefented 
to the Houfe, in Relation to the Trade to and from Sweden : 
And the Extrafls of the Letters between the Secretaries of 
State, and his Majeily's Refidents in Holland ; and alfo the 
Memorials whicli Mr Jackfon prefented to the Regency of 
Sweden, and the Anfwers to them, were read : After which 
Mrjackfon being caird in, Mr Craggs ask*d him, whether 
lie was of Opinion, That if the Trade were open'd with 
Sweden, our Merchants would be upon a better Foot than 
they are at prefent ? Mr Jackfon anfwer'd, * That, in his 
Opinion, the contrary would happen: For now that the 
Swedes are diflrefs'd for want of our Comtnodiiies^ particu- 
larly Com and Salt, they are incliuM to facilitate to us, 
underhand, the Purchafe of their Iron ; whereas if the Pro- 
hibition of Trade with them was taken off, they would im- 
mediately provide themfelvcs with what they want ; and 
knowing at the fame Time, that there are amongH: us a Set 
of Men, wh» make it their Study and Buftne^ to cmbarafs 
the Government, the Court of Sweden would be more ftifT 
than ever, and render the Purchafe of their Iron more dif- 
ficult to us.' Some Members being offi:nded at Mr Jackfon^s 
Expreffion^ fiss. A Bit ^/Men, cryM out, Cuftody^ Cuftady : But 
the more moderate contented themfelvcs with putting him 
upon explaining himfelf : Hereupon Mr Jackfon reply'd, 
* rhat he meant the Merchants who prefented unreafonaMc 
PctiiioJiSt' This being by fome Iwk'd upoa rather as an 
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Aggravation than an Excure, the Cry of Cufi^dy, Cufl&d}^ 
^iTis repeated ; but Mr R. Walpole brought Mm o^\ hy fug- 
ting, * That that Gentleman had Uv'3 fo long in a defpo- n^ sl wiipoic. 
ck Government^wherc Petition* and Repnefentations of that 
[Mature are accounted capital Crimes, that ha had forgot the 
[Rights and Privileges of his Countrymen ; &nd therefore 
mov^d, that his unguarded Expreifions might be excused ^* 
Nobody oppofing Mr Walpole, Mr Jackfon withdrew. 
Then the Petitioners^ and fomc other Merchants being calFd 
in, and further heard, they reprefented among other Pard- 
cnlars, ' That fince the Prohibition of Trade with Sweden, 
I they bought Swedlfh Iron of the Dutch 4 1. per Ton dearer 
fthan before 1 and £hat whereas the Englifti were formerly, 
Rbout 50^000 !. per Annum ^ Gainers by the Trade with 
pSweden, they now loft about 90,000 1/ But this was con* 
liradi^bed by Mr Craggs, who fuggciled, ' That the Exports 
I from Stockholm for England had never amounted to 
] f 20,000 L in one Year ; and therefore the Difference of the 
rProfit and \£^{% could not come up to this !afl Sum/ The 
Merchants bdng withdrawn, Mr Heylham fpoke in their MrHi^yfham, 
I Favour, and made a Motion, upon which the Queftion wai 
propofed, That an Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty* to 
take into his Confideration the State of the Trade with Swe- 
den, and that fuch M^fures might be taken, that his Ma- 
^jelly's Subjefls, and thofe of his Allies, might carry on the 
&id Trade in the fame Manner. Hereupon there arofe a 
warm Debate, in which Mr Craggs reprefen ted, * That fuch MrCiaK'. 
an Addrefs would be derogatory to the King's Honour, and 
even a Refleffion on the Parliament^ who had defir'd his 
, Majefty to prohibit all Commerce with Sweden % and that 
' ©n the other Hand, fuch an Addrefs was altogether needlefs, 
\ iince his Majefty's Wifdom would not fail to apply all pro- 
per Remedies to the Evil that was complained of' Here- 
upon Sir William Wyndham faid, • That the Prohibition of sk vv.wyndii 
Trade with Sweden having been thought convenient, when 
there was fome Grounds to fear an Invafion from thence ; 
mow that Apprehcnfion was entirely over, it would be no 
|vReflc£tion cidier upsn the King or his Parliament, to take 
I ©€ the faid Prohibition 1 and that he wonder'd we Jhould 
I difitjgfs and endeavour to ruin a Prince and Nation, who 
I lairc ever been the Support of the ProtelUnt Interell» and 
I whom, by Treaties, we ftand obJiged to defend and pro- 
re^.' After this it was refolv*d by a Majority of ^oi 
Votes againft tii, to adjourn the Debate 'till' that Day 
Month. 

Marth 17. Mr Bofcawen acquainted tlie Houfe, That Jje 
bad a McfTage to the Houfe. fign^d by his Majetty ; Whtcii 
was a£ faUoKs, vie* 
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GEORGE R. 
? TTIS Majcfty being at prcfent engaged in feveral Ne- 
< XX gotiations of the utmoft Concern to the Welferc of 
" thefe Kingdoms, and the Tranquility of Europe; and ha- 
'* ving lately received Information from Abroad, which 
** makes him judge that it will give Weight to hu Endea* 
" vows, if a Naval Force be employed where it fhall be 
<' nece^ry, does think fit to acquaint this Houfe therewith ; 
^* not doubting but that in cafe he (hould be obliged, at this 
*' critical Jun^ure, to exceed the Number of Men granted 
** this Year for the Sea-Service, the Houfe will^ at their 
*' next Meeting, provide for fuch Exceeding. 

Upon this Sir William Strickland mov'd, * That an Ad- 
drefs be prefented to his Majefly, to return his Majefty the 
Thanks of this Houfe, for his unwearied Endeavours to 

?romote the Welfare of his Kingdoms, and to preferve the 
tranquility of Europe ; and to ^ure his Majefty, That this 
Houfe will make good fuch Exceedings of Men for the Sea 
Service of the Year 1718, as hisMajelly in his Royal Wif-r 
dom fhall find neceflary to obtain thofe defirable Ends.* This 
Motion being ieconded, and the Queftion put thereupon, 
was carry*d without dividing. 

It is very remarkable, that the Spanifh Embaf&dor ha- 
ving about this Time expoftulated concerning the great 
Preparations for fending a Fleet into the Mediterranean, Mr 
Walpole faid, * That fuch an Addrefs had all the Air of a 
« Declaration of War againfl Spain. 

Marclf 1 8. Mr Bofcawen acquainted the Houfe, That their 
Addrefs had been prefented to his Majefty ; and that he was 
commanded by his Majefty, to return his Majefly*s hearty 
Thanks to this Houfe, and to aflure them, that his Majefly 
fhall think himfelf obliged, in Return of the great Confi- 
dence they have reposed in him, not only to ufe the utmofl 
OEconomy that fhall be confiilent with the real Intereil of 
his Subjefls for this enfuing Year ; but likewife to apply his 
moft eamefl Endeavours to prevent future Burthens to his 
People, by eflablifhing a lafling Peace and Tranquility. 

Marcff z\. The King went to the Houfe of Peers, and 
the Conmions attending, his Majelty gave the Royal Afient 
to feveral Bills. 

After which the Lord Chancellor read his M^efly's 
Speeqh to both Houfes of Parliament^ as follows, viz. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" T Cannot put an End to this Seflion, without returning 
" X my hearty Thanks to fo good a Parliament, for the 
<' Pi/patch which bais bfeen given to the publick Buflnefs. 

- - « You 



You will, I hope, in your private Capacities, feel the 

Convenience of ar. early Recefs ; and I am perfuadcd the 
Publick will receive greai Benefit, by the feafonable Zeal 
and Vigour of your Refolutions in Support of my Go- 
vemment, 

'' Nothing can add fo nCuch to the Credit and Influence 
of this Crown, both at Home and Abroad, as the re- 
peated Inftances of your A^eftion to me. This Steadi- 
nefs and Refolution of yours, will, I hope, enable me to 
procure, againlt your next Meeting, fuch Treaties to be 
concluded, as will fettle Peace and Tranquility aiiong 
our Neighbours, 

■' If through the Blel&ng of God my Endeavours to thia 
End prove fuccefsfulj J ihall have the Satisfa£tion to 
filence even thofe who will never own themfelves con- 
vinced J and to let all the World fee plainly, that what 
I have moft at Heart, is the Good and Welfare of my 
People, who may then be cas'd in their Taxes, and en- 
riched by their Trade. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
*' I mufl return you my particular Thanks for the Sup- 
plies you have fo c hear fully granted, and for the late In- 
fiance of your Confidence in me. I promife ygu, that 
my Endeavours (hall not be wanting to make Ufe of both 
to the bed Advantage for the Good of my People. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" The Pra^ices which are daily us'd by a moft reAlefs 
and unhappy Set of Men, to difturb a Government by 
whofe Clemency they are protected, require our utmoft 
Attention and Vigilance. I muft therefore recommend 
it to you, that in your feveral Stations and Countries, 
you Will endeavour to quell that Spirit of Difatfeflion, 
which our common Enemies are fo induibious to fo- 
ment. 



Anno 4. Oza^ L 



Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament to 
the 10th of May ; after which they were farther prorogued 
o the I ith of November, 
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STEECHES and DEBATES 

la the FoujtTii Session of the 
Ftrfi Parliament of King George I. 

AniM)5.Gco.i. jT^N the iitib of November the King came to the 

'yig' ff 1 Hottfe of Peers^ and the Commons attending, hi* 

^■^"^^^•^ \^^ Maje&Y delivered the following Speech into the 

Hands of the Lord Chancellor, who r^ the fame to both 

Houfes: 

My Lotds and Gendemen, 
xing:*s Speech at *^ Qloce ytwr laft Recefs, I have, by the Bkffing of Al- 
cp^tbeFovrth ,, ^ niighty God, Concluded fuch Terms and Conditions 
** of Peace and Alliance between the greateft Princes of 
*' Europe, as will, in all human Appearance, induce others to 
'* follow their l^xamph, and make any Attempts to diilurb 
*' the puUick Tranquility not only dangerous but imprac- 
*' ticable. 

** Thefe Engi^ements, I am perfinded, will be ibmuch 
*' the more agreeable to dll my good Subjects, as they tund 
*^ the cotttrading Powers to Uipport tbe Suoceflbn to thefe 
'* Kingdoms in my Family, to which fome were not at all, 
** and others not io fully, bound by any fiMtaier Treaties. 
I " During the whole Courfe of thefe Ncgociations, a moft 

^' ftri£t Re^ud has been had to the Intereft of Spain ; and 
*^ better Conditions have been fUpulatedfor that King, than 
'^ were iniified upon in his Behalf even at the Treaty of 
*^ Utrecht ; but the War in Hungary, which by our Me* 
'* diation is fince happily ended, having tempted the Court 
'* of Spain unjuiUy to attack the Emperor, and the Hopes 
^^ they have imce conceived of raiiing Difturbances in Great 
*^ Britain, France, and dfewhere, haviii^ encouraged them 
** to believe, that weihould not be abkto aiift in Purfuance 
*' of our Treaties, for the Defence of die Dominions in- 
' < vaded by them, nor even to fupport thofe other efTential 
" and neccflary Conditions of the Treaty of Utrecht, 
" which provide againft the great Monarchies of Europe, 
" being at any Time hereafter united under one Sovereign, 
'* they have not only perMed in fuch a notorious Violation 
*' of the publick Peace and Tranquility, but have rejedied 
^' all our amicable Propoiak, and have broke thro* their 
'' moft folemn Engagements for (he Security of our Com- 
'* merce. 
' « To 
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** To vindicate therefore the Faiifc of ova former Trea- 
lies, as well a£ eo maintain thofe which we lately made^ 
and to protect and defend the Trade of my Subje^, 
which has in every Branch been violently and unjuiUy 
oppf€fs*d, it became neceflkry for our Naval Forces to 
check their Progrefs, It was reafonable to ikope, that 
the Succefs of our Arms, the repeated Offers of Friend- 
ftiip, which I have never ceas'd to make in the moft 
preflmg Manner, and the Meafures taken in Concert wsdi 
the Emperor and the moil ChriiHan King, to reftore the ' 
publick Tranquility, would have produced a better Bif-* 
pofition in the Court of Spain ; but 1 have leceiv'd In- 
fer mations, chat inftead of liHening to our reafonable 
Terms of Accommodation, that Court has lately given 
Orders at all the Ports of Spain and pf the Weft-Indies, 
to fit out Privateers, and to take our Ships* 
" E am perfuaded that a Britifh Parliament will enable 
me to relent fuch Treatment j as becomes ns i and it is 
with Pleafure that I can aJTure you of the ready and 
friendly Rcfolutions of our good Brother the Regent of 
France, to concur and join with me in the moft vigorous 
Meafures. 

** The firm Confidence I repofe in the AfFcclion of my 
People^ together with my eameft Defire to eafe them of 
every Charge not abfolutely neceflary, determined me, 
immediately after the Exchange of the Ratifications of 
our great Alliance, to make a very confiderable Reduc- 
tion of our Land-Forcesi not could I better exprcfs. 
than by fo doings how little we apprehend the Attempts 
of our Enemies to djfturb the Peace of my Kingdoms* 
even tho' Spain Ihould think fit to continue fome Time 
in War* Our Naval Force impkjy'd in Concert with our 
Allies, will, I trttft in God, foon put a happy End to 
the Troubles which the ambitious Views of that Court 
have begun, and iccure to my Subjefts the Execution of 
the many Treaties in Force rdatmg to our Commerce. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
** t muft defire you to grant me fuch Supplies, ^ will 
enable me to carry on the Service of the Vear. I havQ 
given Orders to have tne proper Ejti^ate$ laid before 
you, whereby you will perceive I have rcducM the Ex- 
pence a£ much as our Cireumlhnces can well admit. 1 
have the Ple&fure to obferve to you, that the Funds ap- 
propriated for ilnking the publick Debts, have anfwer'd 
above Expe^tion. I muft however recommend to you 
to confider of proppr Methods for improving them, by 
preventing the Frauds and Abufes daily committed in 
the p^ib^jjck Revenues, not doubtmg in aU yout ^la- 
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C£€din^ you WiU have that Regard to the inviolable Pie* 
fervapon of the publick Credit^ which nmy ^uiet the 
Minds of all thofe that have trulled to Parliameiftary 
*' Engagements. ^ 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ^ 

" There never was a Time when your Unanimity^ your 
*' Vigour, and Difpatch, were more neccHary to fo many 
** good End^j as thofe we have now in View. I have done 
*' my Part, It remains with you to give the laft Finifhing 
** to this great Work, Our Friends and our Enemies^ 
*' both at Home and Abroad, are waiting the Event of 
" your RefoktJons : And I dare promifc my fcif that the 
*f firft have nothing to apprehend, nor the others to hope, 
*' from your Condudin this important Jondure, who have, 
** during the whole Courfe of my Reign, given fuch lively 
" Proofs of your Zeal and Affedion to my Perfon, and of 
** your Love to your Counay/' m 

The Commons being retumM to their Houfe, Mr Craggf, 
by his Majefty's Command, prefented to the Hoiife Copies, 
in Latin, of feveral Treaties, with a Lift of them i. and 
the Title of the Copies of che faid Treaties were read^ and 
then the Lord Hinchingbroke mov'dj * That an humble 
Addrefs be prefented to hb Majefty, returning the Thank* 
of the Houfe for his moft gracious Speech from the Throne, 
and for the many and great Inftances which he has therein 
given to his People, of his conilant Endeavours for their 
Security and Welfare ; That the Houfe has in tire Satif^ 
fadion in thofe Meafures which Jiis Majefty has already 
taken for ftrengthening the Protcftaot Succeifeon, and eila* 
bliihtng a lafting Tranquility in Europe 1 and partictikrly 
in relation to the Crown of Spain 1 and is refolv'd to 
enable his Majefty, in Concurrence with his Allies, not 
only to refent the Injurieg that Crown has already done to 
the Commerce of thefe Kingdoms, in Breach of the Trea- 
ties fubfilling between the two Nations, but will likewifc 
fapport him, in the moH vigorous and effectual Manner, 
in fuch farther Meafures as his Majelly fliall judge neceflary 
to compleat the publick Tranquility, and to check the 
Growth of that Naval Power, which maft otherwifc prove 
dangerous to the Trade of thefe Kingdoms, and to the 
Repofe of Europe/ The Lord Hinchingbroke was back'd 
by the Lord Tyrconnel, Sir David Dalrymple, Mr Lech- 
mere, Mr Craggs, Mr John Smith, Sir Gilbert Heathcoce, 
Sir Wilfrid Lawfon, Mr Hampden, Mr Aiflabie, Mr Bof- 
cawen, and CoL Bladen ; but the Motion being oppos'd by 
Mr Freeman, Mr Hey{ham> Mr Walpole, Mr Snell, Mr 
Hi3n|;erford^ Mr H?me^ Sir Jofeph jekyll. Mi Cowperi 
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Sir Waiiam Wyndham, Mr Shippcn, Lord Molcfworth, ^^fi§!^-^ 
and General Rofs, a warm Debate enfaed. K^y^^^s^ 

The Country Party (Irenuonfly obje£led againft theWords, sir w.wyadbam. 
entin Satisfa£iion in thoje Mea/ures njJncb hh Majefty bad {Jj^Kij^wflrth. 
already taken. In order therefore to have thefe Words left Ocn.Roii. 
out of the Addrefs, it was alledg'd in the firft Place, That 
it was unparliamentary and unprecedented, on the firft Day 
of a Seflion to enter upon Particulars ; That the Bufinefsin 
Queftion being of the higheft Importance, viz. Peace or 
War, deferv'd the matured Deliberation ; That before they 
approved of the Meafures that had been taken, they ought 
to examine the Treaties, and the Reafons on which thofe 
Meafures were founded, which muil needs take up fome 
Time i And therefore they ought, for the prefent, according 
to the ufual Cuftom, to content themfelves with returning 
his Majefty their Thanks for his Speech, with general Ai- 
furances of their 2^eal and AfFedlion for his Majefty*s Perfbn 
and Government, and then appoint a Day to take the faid 
Speech into Confideration. 

To this the Courtiers anfwer'd. That tho' all Applicati- 
ons from the Houfe to the Throne differed according to the 
various Circumftances of AfFairs, yet there were not wanting 
Precedents to fupport the Expreffions excepted againft, of 
which fome Inftances were produc-d : That the Meafures 
that had been taken, were grounded on Treaties that had 
been laid before them, and which might be examined into 
as foon as the Houfe thought fit ; but that it was neceftary^ 
at this Critical Junfture, when the Eyes of all Europe were 
fix*d on this I^lrliament, early to come to a vigorous Re^ 
ibltttion, whiQ^ would not fail having its due Weight 
Abroad. 

This was warmly opposed by Mr R. Walpole, who urg*d« mtr, w»ipoi«. 
* That it was againft the common Rules of Prudence, and 
the Methods of proceeding in that Houfe, to approve a 
Thing before they knew what it was : That he was tho- 
roughly convinced of, and as ready as any Perfon in that Af- 
fembly, to acknowledge his Majefty*s great Care for the ge- 
neral Peace of Europe, and the Intereft of Great Britain i 
but that the giving San^ion, in the Manner proposM, to the 
late Meafures, could have no other View, than to ikreen 
Minifters, who were confcious of having done fometbine 
amifs, and, who having begun a War againft Spain, wouM 
now make it the Parliament's War : Concluding, That in- 
ftead of an entire Satisfa^on, they ought to fhew their en- 
tire Diftatisfadion with a Condud that was contrary to the 
Laws of Nations, and a Breach of folemn Treaties.* Upon 
this Mr Craggs gave the Houfe an Account of the Meafures mc Qqi«^ 
which the King and his Minifters \ai pKc{i<(4 f«t tfi^^^tov^ 
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AMu» ij^ 1. afidiecurmg thcTmnqqility of Europe, and iaid, * That upon 
i^^J2yIwj that View a Treaty of defenfivc Alliance between his Maje- 
(ly and the Emperor had been fign'd in May iji6, and by 
that very Gentleman^ then in a high Station, who now ex- 
• cepted againft thefe Mcafures : That, at the lame Time, 
his MajeHy fincerely defir'd and endeavoor'd to maintain a 
perfect Friendihip with the King of Spa^n, and had even 
proposed a defeniive Alliance to him» before he made one 
with any other Power : That notwithilanding the Engage- 
ments his Majefty was under to guaranty the Neutrality of 
Italy, and to defend the Emperor in the Poffeffion of his 
I>ominions, which, upon the Invafion of Sardinia, might 
have juftify'd his Majefty's aflifting his Imperial Majefty 
jigainft Spain ; yet the King chofe rather to a£l as a friendly 
Mediator, and, in Concert with the Regent of France, en- 
deavoured to End out Means of reconciling the Interefts of 
the Emperor and of the King of Spain, as the only Way to 
put a Stop to the War that threatened Italy, and in which 
all Europe might be involved : That the Catholick King 
was often follicited by the Britiih Miniflers atMadrid, to con- 
cur with his Majefty's good Intentions, and to give iuch In- 
ftru£lions to the Spanifh Minifler here, as would put it in 
kis Majeily's Power to ftand up for the Interefl: and Advan- 
tages of Spain in the enfuing Negotiations : That the Ca- 
tholick King having declined to concert Meafures with Great 
Britain, and demanding, in general, Satisfadion for the 
Breaches he pretended the Emperor had made upon the 
Treaty of Utrecht, the Balance of Power in Europe, and the 
Security and Liberty of the Princes and States of Italy, all 
that his Majefty, with the Regent's Affiftance, could do, 
was to obtain of the Emperor fuch Conditions as were 
thcKight moft agreeable to his Catholick Majefty ; to wit, 
In abifolute Renunciation of the Monarchy of Spain and the 
Indies, and a very coniiderable Settlement in Italy for a 
Prince of Spain, particularly the Great Duchy of Tufcany : 
That as the Emperor's Pretentions to Sicily were the prin- 
cipal Reaibns of his oppoiing the Treaty of Utrecht, from 
^ which he could not afterwards be brought off by the Treaty 
of Baden, it became neceflary, towards an Accommodation, 
to difpofe of that liland in Favour of his Imperial Majefty^ 
pf whom, upon that Confideration, his Majefty and the Re- 
cent of France obtain'd the Difpofition of Sardinia in Favour 
of the King of Sicily : That thefe were the principal Arti- 
cles of the Treaty of Alliance, for reftoring and fettling 
the Publick Peace, commonly call'd the Quadruple Alliance^ 
which was a long while depending, and at laft fign'd here, 
.- .. . on the 22d of July, 171 8: That in Order to iSpport the 
Views of this Treaty) and to add Weight to the EaOeavoars 
* for 
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for reftoring theTfinquiliEy of Europe, hisMajefVy ad]ualAted abw %. cie%f 

the CommouEj toward the End of the laft Scfiioa of ParJia- *^ ' 
jnent, that he intended to employ a Naval Force when it 
ihoultl be nece^ary i whereupon this f^Ioufe unanimouil)'^ re* 
foW^d to re I urn his Majcfty their Thanks for Jiis unwearied 
Endeavours to promote the Welfare of hi* Kingdoms, and 
to prefervc the Tranqmlity of Europe ; and to aJTure his 
^Mtjefty, that tlicy would make good fuch Exceedings of 
Men for the Sea Siervice for the Vear 1718, as his Majefly, 
In hisRoyalWifdom, fltould £nd neceflkry to obtain thofede- 
itrable Ends : [5^r p. 1 So.] That this unanimous Refolucion 
undoubtedly imply*d an enare Satisfadlion in the Meafures \m 
Majelty was nt that Time concerting for preferring the Tran- 
quility of Europe ; and if an A£lion has Cincc happen'd m 

I Confcquence of tbofe MeafureSj this cannot, with any Juftice, 
fee call'd the War of the Mini Iters, but rather the War €f 

' the Parliament : That> however, it was not with Defign of 
tnaklng Wa^r, but only of reftoring Ptice, that his Majefty 
lent a ftrong Squadron into the Mediterranean : That, pur- 

, fuant to this View, as foon as Sir George Byng reached the 
Coall of Spain, he wrote a Letter to thiit King, dcCriixg him 
to accept his MajeRy^s Mediation, and to de£ft from the 
Ho fill ides already begun ; ofFcriug him his Service, either 
to withdraw his Troops, or even to aiEit him, in cafe the 

I Emperor fhould not con fen t to a Sufpehfion of Arms ; wbick 
the Admiral propofed while an Accommodation fliould be 
negotiated : That the Spaniard, having with Haughtinefs 

I rejedcd his MaJeRy*s repeated amicable PropofaL% and not 

k only perfifted in the Violation of the publick Peace, by the 

f Invafion of Sicily, but like wife broke thro' mo ft folemn 
Treaties for the Security of our Trade, it became neceflary 
for his Majefly*s Navaj Forces to check thefe infolent and 

ririolent Proceedings » as well to maintain the Faith of his 
fajefty's Engagements, and prevent the Confeqtiences of 
kis War, as to proteft and defend the Trade of theBritifli 
Subjefts, which labours under the heavieft Hardfhips and 
">ifficultics.' To confirm this lail Aflertion, Col. Biadeit CdmideiL 

duc*d a Lift of many Merchant Ships, taken or de^in'd 
by the Spaniards, 

Mr R/Walpole having made foIexiiTi Profefllons of lua MrR.Wi!poj«. 
)uty and Afft!flion 10 the King, and of bis Readinefs to ac- 
nowledgc his Majelly*s RoyaJ Care and coiiftanC Endca* 
ours for the Security and Welfare of his People, and the 
Tranquility of Europe j b'M dillingitifhing between his Ma* 

lefty and his Mimfter:i, and fl*evvmg an Unwillingnefj^ 10 

Pipprove the Mejifures purfued by the latter^ 'till the Trea- 
ties on which thofe Meafnres were founded, had been fully 

and maturely cxamiu'd, Mr Crn£:p^'« readvl^ ^'imvUti^^ ^\* v^^t^s 
A a 1 ItiSS'^.v^' 



( iS8 ) 
DUdnEdon between the King and his Minifien, adding, 
' That he obferv'd with a great deal of Pleafure, how una- 
nimous they were all for the King» and that he ihould be 
extremely forry if the MiniHers Siould be the Occalion of 
any Delay in the Houfe's expreifing their Duty and Affec- 
- tion to his Majefty : That he ownM Minifters were not in- 
fidlible ; That he had the Honour to be one of hisMajefty's 
ServantiSy and had gone as great Lengths as any in the Mea* 
. fnres that had been taken : But that he was fo pofltivey that 
in the Courfe of this whole Affair nothing had been done 
that was not entirely confiftent with the Faith of Treaties, 
and the Honour and Intereft of the Nation, that he durfl 
promiie, both for himfelf and the reft of the Miniders, that 
if the Houfe came into this Vote, which he thought of the 
hieheil Importance at this critical Jundure, no manner of 
Advantage would be taken of it to palliate any Faults, 
which, through human Frailty, might have been commit* 
ted s and that for his own Part he was ready to undergo the 
fevereft Examination, whenever the Houfe ihould think fit 
to enquire into the Condudl of the Miniftry.* 

Upon the whole Matter, the Queftion being at laft put, 
upon the Lord Hinchingbroke's Motion, it was carry'd ia 
The Addivfi a- the Affirmative by 216 Votes againfl 155^' 
g»^to aiuiprc . Aba'. 1 2. The .Commons having made the ufual Orders ; 
the Lord Hinchihgbroke reported the Addrefs from the 
Committee of which his LordQiip was Chairman ; which on 
the 1 3th was prefented to his Majeily, as follows. 

May it pleafe your Majefly, 

* T X ZE your Majefly's moil dutiful and loyal Subjeds, 

* VV the Commons of Great Britain in ^liament af- 

* fembled, do return oift- moil fmcere and unfeigned Thanks 
' to your Sacred Majeily for your moil gracious Speech from 
' -the Throne, and for the many and great Inilances, which 
' you have been gradouily pleas'd therein to give your Peo- 
' pie, of your conilant Endeavours for their Security and 

* Welfare. 

* It is with the greateil Pleafure that we have this Op- 
' portunity to aifure your Majeily, that we have entire 

* 3atisfadion in thofe Meafures which you have already 
< taken, for ftrengthening the Proteilant Succeiiion to the 

* Crown of thefe Realms in your own Family, and for 

* eilabliihing a lailing Tranquility in Europe, and parti- 
' cularly in relation to the Crown of Spain ; and we are 

* refolv'd on our Parts, to the utmofl of our Power, to en- 
« able your Majeily, in Concurrence with your Allies, not 
' only to refent the Injuries which that Crown has already 
' done to the Commerce of tl^efe Itingdoms, in Breach of 

♦ the 
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the Treaties fubfifting between the cwo NatidiiG» but wiO Annojj^Ccoa, 

■ like wife fupport your Majeftyi in the mofl: vigorous aiid 
' cfFe^ual Manner, in fach farther, Mea{mes as in yoiu* 
' great Wifdom you fliall Judge jieceflary to compleat the 
' publick Tranquility, and to check the Growth of that 

* naval Power, which muft other wife prove dangerous to 
' the Trade of thefe Kingdoms, and the Repofe of Europe. 

* We fhould be wanting in our Duty to your Majcfty, if 

* we did not exprefs, in the moft affcAionatc Manner, the 

* great Scnfe we have of that Lillance of your tender Con- 

* cern for the Eafe of your People, in the farther RedtifUon 
' which you have made of your Lsmd-Forces ; which mult 

* be accepted by all your good Subjefts^ as the Itrongeft 

* Proof of your Wifdom and Goodnefs. 

* We crave Leave to concur with your facred Majefty, 
' that Regard muft always be had to the inviolable Pre- 

* fervation of the publick Credit, for the CJuiet and jufl 
' Security of all thofe who have trufted to Parliamentary 
' Engagements. 

' And do farther affuie your Majejly, That we will, by 
' our Condu^ in thb important Junfture, give your Ma- 
' jeily and the whole World, all imaginable Proofs of our 

* Zeal and inviolable Duty and AfFeftion to your Pcrfon 

* and Govemmenti and of our Love to our Country. 

To which His Majefty's Anfwer was as follows* 

Gentlemen, 

*' T Am extreamly fenfible of the Duty and AfTeftion JJ^^^^JJ*"' 
** X y^^ cxpcefs to my Perfon : Your Vigour and Refolu- *" *^ ''^ 
** tion to fupport me will encourage our Friends, and, by 
** the Elcfiing of God, enable me to defeat the ill-groun- 
** ded Hopes of our Enemies : As I am perfuaf'cd the Ne* 
♦* eeiEty and Ufefulnels of your Proceedings will be ap* 
*' prov'd by the Event, I do return you my very hearty 
" Thanks for thi^ loyal Addrefs. *' 

Nsv. I J* Mr Craggs prefcnted the Tranflations of 
feveral Treaties of Alliance, and Articles belonging there- 
unto, which were ordered to lie on the Table. 

Die. 17. Mr Bofcawen, by the King*s Command, ac- ^'^^^^^^ 
quaintcd the Houfc, That all his Majelly's Endeavours ^ah%e itinr * 
and thofe of the moft Chriftian King, to procure Redrefs of wtl^^m. 
the many Injuries done to the Subjedb of Great Britain by 
the King of Spain, to the unfpeakable Detriment of the 
Trade of thefe Kingdoms ; or even to obtain a Difcond- 
^nuance of the imjiift Hoftilides, carrying on by that Crown, 
having prov d incfedual, kis M^jefty had fagisvd \\ tw^^t^ 
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Aim«j.ice.i. codedare War againft Spain. After the reading of this 
^,^,..i^J?>^ MeBket, MrTreby* mov'd, * That an humble Addrefs 
MrTfcby'sMo- b^ prdfented to his Majefty* to retom his Majefty the xnoll 
tionforjm Addrt* unfeigned Thanks of the Houfe for having cxmimunicated 
to them the neceflary Refolution of dedann^ War againfl 
Spain; and to alTure his Majefty, That this Houfe will, 
with the greateft Chearfulnefs and with the utmoft Vigour, 
sffift and fupport his Majefty in the War with the King of 
Spain, *till Spain is reduced to accept of reafonable Terms 
of Peace, and to agree to fuch Conditions of Trade and 
Conunerce, as this Nation is jufUy intitled to by their 
todmte thereon, feveral Treaties.' Mr Trcby was feconded by Mr Weftem, 
Mr Weftem. Member for Sudbury, but Mr Shipper, Mr Freeman, Sir 
^ISiSK. Thomas Hanmer, and fome others excepted either againi^ 
irT.Huim^. f]ie Motion or againft fome Expitfflons in k, which oc- 
cafionM a warm Debate. Some Members alledniig, ^ That 
they did not fee the NecciEty of declaring War againft 
Spain, and that they rather were indin'd to believe that 
the Grievances complained of by our Merchants might have 
cd. stanhope. "^^^ ledrefsM in an amicable Manner*, Colonel Stanhope, 
Member for Derby, told the Houfe, that he had had the 
Honour to ferve his Majedy as his Envoy to the King of 
Spain, and he could alTure them, that he had prefented 
at leaft five and twenty Memorials to that Court, in relation 
to the Complaints of our Merchants, without any Succefs. 
Mr Mcthnen. Hereupon Mr Mcthuen, Member for Brackley, intcfpos'd^ 
and accounted for the Dilatorinefs of the Court of Madrid 
in the Difoatch of Commercial Affairs, occafion'd by the 
different Regulations and Judicatories in the fevenil King- 
doms, Provinces, and Ports of Spain ; which might be the 
I Reafon why the Grievances complained of by our Traders 

had not been redrefsM fo foon as might have been ej^pe£ted. 
A Member having hinted that the Minifters had fhewn no 
great Concern for the Trade and Intereft of the Nation, 
Snce it appeared by the Anfwer from a Secretary of Slate 
to the Marquefs de Monteleone*s Letter, that they would 
have pafs'd by the Violations of the Treaties of Commerce, 
provided Spain had accepted the Terms of the Quadruple 
Alliance : That his Majefty did not feek to aggrandize 
himfelf by any new Acquifition, but was rather inclined to 
facrifice fomething of his own, to procure the generd 
Quiet and Tranquility : That no Body cduld yet tell how 
far that Sacrifice was to extend, but certainly it was a very 
Mt oJiippcn, uncommon Piece of Condelcenfion ; Mr Shippen went yet 
fkrther, and infmuated. That this War feem'd to be cal- 
culated for another Meridian. ISee p. 157.] But wrapt up 
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the Innuendo fo dextrouQy, that no Exception was lakcn at 
it* Mr Horatio Walpok alfo found Fault witli the Treaty 
of Quadruple Alliance, paTtkukrly au to the Bifpofitioa of 
Sicily in Favour of the Emperor, whkJi was a Breach of 
the Treaty of Utrecht ; and his Brother Mr Robert Wal- 
pole* exclaini'd againil the Itijuftice of attacking tlie Spanifh 
Fleet before the Declaration of War* They wgtc anfwer'd 
by Mr Craggi, Mr Lechmere, Mr Aiikbie^ Mr T. Broderkk, 
and Sir Jofeph JekylJ ; which I aft faid, * That fome Weeks 
beforcj when this A^sdr was firfl mentioned in the Houfe, 
lie was £hy of giving his Opinion^ becaufe he had not then 
examined the Teveral Steps that had been taken in it i but 
tJiat now he was fully convinc'dj tiiat if there wa* any In- 
juiUcft it was on the Side of the King of Spain ; and that 
the Conduft of his Majelly and his Minifters was entirely 
agreeable to the Law of Nations and the Rules of JulUce 
and Equity* Was it juil, added he, in the King of Spain 
to attack tie Emperor *s Dominions [miam^F SarM^ia} 
wUie he was engag'd in a War with the Turks, without 
any Declaration of War ? Was it juil in the fame Prince 
to invade the Dominions of one of our Allies, the King of 
Sicily, without the leaA Provocation } And was it not lull 
in liis Majefly to vindicate the Faith of his Treaties, and la 
defend and protect the Trade of his Subje^ls, which had 
been violently opprefs'd ? Then the Queftion being put upon 
Mr Treby's Motion, the fame was carry'd in the Affirma- 
tive by 1 7S again ft 107 ; and it was rcfolv'd, That the faid 
Rcfolutioti be laid before his Majefty, by the whole Houfc ; 
which being done accordingly hts Majclly gave the follow* 
ing Anfwer. 



MxlLWiMc, 



Mr Cr^E|;s, 

Mr LcCitHTlCITf 

Mr AiOnbit:^ 
M: T. Brode^kk. 
Sir J, Jcky!!. 



The ibov* Adlfc^ 



Ge ntlemen, 
tf rrsHls fcafonable and loyal Addrcfi, wil!, I tmft in The 1^ 
** X God, contribute effectually to what you dcfire. I '^''' 
** return you true Thanks for it^" 

Bii. 24, The engrofs'd Bill from the Lords, intitled. Am t^^^F^^j^Lh- 

was brought down to the Commons, who read it the firft '"^^^ 
Time, and ordered it to be read a fecond Time, on the 
^th of January, to which Day the Houfe then adjourned. 

y^n. 7, The Commons read a fecond Time the engrofsM ocb^t^m the fc^ 
Bill from the Lords, intitled, jf^r d^ fir ^trtngtyning thi «««i R*ft«tioE 
WnUft^nt inureft in thift Kingdms : And then fo much of "'^" 
the Ad, Again p Oasfajpdi Cenfirmit^-^ as ^las intended to be 
repeard by the laid BiU, as alio of the kSt^ Tq prfveni the 
Gnnvt^ rf Sfki/m, (^€. both which were pafs'd in the 1 2th 

I Year of tJie la^e Qaeea Anne, were read, Afiti ^V.kV, 
■ 
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upon a Motion made tb commit the bii Bill, there ait>re 

^ _ a very warm Debate, that lafted above eight Hours. Mr 

Mri&mpdeii. Hampden fpoke firft in Behalf of the Bill» and was feconded 
5£?SS§lkd. ^ Mr Cartwright* Member for Bofliney. The other 
Sir Tho. Palmer. Members who fpoke for the committing of the Bill, were 
Mr SSteJ: Mr J. Chet^imKi t» Member for St Maws, Sir Tho. Palmer, 

MrSf^r^**" Member for Rochefter, Mr Yonge, Mr Carter, Sir WiUiam 
Mr^r^shute^ Thom)fon, Mr Bofcawen, Mr Barrington Shute, Sir Wil- 
sir j.'gkyu. * liam Lowther, Member for PontefraS, Sir Jofcph JekylU 
ScrSj. ' Sir Gilbert Heathcote, Mr Craggs, Mr Lechmere, and the 
L?rd^fe5ier. Loi^ Calllecomer. Againft the committing of the Bill. 
Mr Graham ^ Graham, Member for Wcftmorcland, Mr Ward, Mem- 
Mr wardT' ber for Thetford, Mr Richard Hopton, Member for He- 
cS*^iIKky«. refordfhire. Col. Stfangeways, Member for Dorfetfliire, 
^^%i^, Mr Blundel, Member for Hattemere, Sir WiUiam Wynd- 
Mr irfferka. * ham, Mr JefFcries, Mr Shippen, Mr Horatio Walpole, 
JgtL^ajV. Sir Tho. Hanmer, Mr John Smith, Mr Snell, Mr Robert 
Mr jJtaSir'" Walpole, and Mr Lutwyche, Meniber for Apulby. 
mJ iLWaipde. SirWilliamThompfon urg'd, * That the SchifmBill deprived 
MrLuiwycW* Paifents of their natural Right of educating their Children 

as they think proper ; to which Mr Shippen anfwer'd, 

• That it was fomewhat ftrange to fee fo able a Lawyer in- 
confiftent with himfelf : For when the twelve Judges were 
confultcd, in a Cafe relating to a great Family, [The Prince 
of Wali^s Chi/drenjhe was of the Opinion of ten of them, 

• That Children may be taken from their Parents, and edu- 

• cated as the Good of the Nation required.' To this Sir 
Sir w. Thompfcn. William Thompfon reply'd, * That as he never was coh- 

fulted, fo had he never declared his Thoughts in the nice 
Cafe hinted by that Gentleman, and therefore he could not, 
with any Colour of Juftice, be faid to have chang'd his 
Opinion : But that the Member who tax'd him with it, and 
who thereby declared againft the Opinion of the ten Judges, 
if he would be confiftent with himfelf, muft now be for the 
Bill that repeals the Schifnf Ad, which reftores Parents to 
' their natural Right.' After fome perfonal Altercations be- 
tween Mr R. Walpole and Mr Lechmere, the Queftion be- 
ing put upon the Motion for commitdng the Bill, it was 
carry'd in the Affirmative by 243 Votes againft 202, smd 
the Bill was committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 
An exadt Lift of the Names of all thofe who voted Pr» 
and Con, in thi% importacLt Debate, will be found in the 
jfPP E NDIXf hy which it appears that the Majority was 
chiefly owing to the Scots Mentbers, 31 out of 35, then in 
the Houfe, having voted for the BiU. 

f CmH^fimfcr qf Trsde mi , 



J^n. 9» The Order of the Day being read for the going Ame f. csie^i* 
Into a Committee of the whole Houfe ypon the BtU from ^^JSly^ 

the Lords, Fflr ftrengthening tbi Froiefiant Intireft^ &c. the 
X<ord Gticmrey inov'd» * That it be an Inftruftion to the 
laid Committee, that they have Power to receive a CJaufe^ 
That any Perfon when he comes to cake the Oath of Abju- 
ration and other Oaths^ fubfequent to the receiving the Sa- 
crament, in order to his Qualification, Aiall acknowledge 
that the Holy Scriptures of ih^ Old and New Teftament 
were given by Divine Infpiration, and fhall acknowledge his 
firm Faith and Belief in the Evcr-blcffed Trinity : But the 
previous Queilion being put, that the Queflion be now pat 
upon the ^d Motion, it pafs'd in the Negative, by 90 
Voices I feveral Members who voted againft the Bill, For 
ftrengthemng (he Pr&tefiani Intirifi^ Sec. having, notwith- 
ftanding their Oppofuion to that Bill, voted alfo againil the 
Amendment propofed by Lord Gucrnfey ; as tlie Reader 
will jind particularly diilinguifh'd In the abovementlon'd 
lift. Then the Houfe refolv'd itfelf into a grand Com- 
mictee upon the faid Bill, went through the fame, Mr. Hamp- 
den being Chairman, and refolv^ to paG it without any 
Amendment, by a Majority of 221 Votes againft 170. The biii fir 

Jan. 1 0. The Bill, B&r finngthemng ihi Prciejiani Inttrefi^ jhtt^^in^ (^ 
&c. was read the 3d Time, pafs'd without any Amendment, ^^%t'Su)^e^ 
and fent back to the Lords. 

Fehruary 11. Upon a Motion made by Mr SnelJ, and jjjj^^f^"^''^ 
fcconded hy Mr Shippen, jt was rcfolv'd to pre fent an Ad- fm an Account o^ 
drefs to his Majefty, That he would be pleased to give Di- f^fiil!^^ 
reflions to the proper Officers to lay before the Houfe an *^x '0| 1715. 
Account of what Penfigns, if any, have been granted by 

his Majefty to any Member of this Houfe during Pleafure, 

or for any Term of Years i and alfo what Warrants for 
beneficial Grants have been directed to the Lords of the 
Treafury fince the 10th of May » 1715- 

Fih, 12. Mr ControEer acquainted the Houfe, Thatlus 
Majefty had given DirefUons to the proper OiEcers* to lay 
before the Houfe the Accounts defir^d by their Addrefs. 

March 10. The King went to the Honfe of Peers, and 
the Commons attending, he was pkafed to fay, That he 
had given Orders to the Lord Chancellor to declare to both 
HouTcs, in his Name and Words, a Matter his Majelly 
thought of the grcateft Importance ; whereupon the Lord 
Chancellor read ihe following Speech ; 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

*' T T A V I N G re<^lvM from oiir good Brother and Ally, pngt ^pMcb re- 

*• XT. the Moft Chriftian King, repeated Advices, that «ZfrBm°seSi^ 

** an Invafioa will faddenly be aiicmpied from Spu^^^vTi^ 

Vox. I Bb' * ^' ^^ 
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Ajuie 4<3fe9.t ** fKf DomiiiioBSy in^Fiivoiir of the PreCeiBibr to my Crown» 
^^^ZftSt^' ** f-Jflve judg'd it. convenient to make yon acquainted widi 
^^^ *' it, and fhall, on my Part, take all the neoef&ry Mcafurcs 
" to defeat the Defigns of our £nemie9. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
*^ This Attempt, if it proceed, muft engage me in fbme 
'* farther Expences by Sea and Land than Provifion has been 
*^ made for. I muil therefore recommend it to you that I 
*' be enabled) in. fuch Manner as you fhall judge convenient, 
** to make the neceflary Difpofitions for our Security ; and 
*^ you may- depend upon it, that I fhall upon this and all 
*^ Occiafions have as much Regard to the Eafe of my Peo- 
'^ pie, as fhall b6 confident with their Safety. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" The many Proofs i have had of the AfFe£tion and 
** Loyalty of this Parliament leave me no Room to doubt 
**- of your fteady and vigorous Perfeverance, in Support of 
*' my Ferfon and Government upon this Oc^on/* 

Motion for an Ad- 'The Commotts being returned to their Houfe, it was 
*«ft «f Thanks. jj^,j^ , rpj^^j ^ humble Addrefs be prefented to his Ma^ 
jefly, to return him the dutiful and unfeigned Thanks of 
this Houfe for having gradoufly communicated to his Par- 
liament, that he has received Intelligence of an Invafion in- 
tended from Spain as;ainft thefe Kingdoms ; and to afTure 
his Majefty that this Houfe will fupport him with the ut- 
moft Vigour and Efforts to defeat fo extraordfnary an At- 
tempt : And to defire that his Majefly would give the ne- 
ce^ary Orders to flrengthen and augment his Forces by Sea 
and Land, in fuch Manner as he, in his great Wifdom, 
fhall think fit ; afTuring his Majeily that this Houfe will 
efieffoially make good any Increafe of Expence that fhall 
arife from fuch an Augmentation, and effedually enable his 
Majefty not only to difappoint the Defigns of his Enemies, 
both at Home and Abroad, but by the Bleffing of God turn 
DtVite thereon, them to their own Confufion.* ^lone of the Members did 
M, w direAly oppofe this Motion, only Mr W took this Op- 
portunity to find Fault with the Adminiftration ; particularly 
with Refpe£l to the fending a Fleet into the Mediterranean, 
whilfl Great Britain was left naked, and exposed to the In- 
sults of a provok'd Enemy Abroad. He alfo refledled on 
fome Steps, whereby the Difcontents had been much en- 
creasM at Home ; and, among othen^, took notice of a 
Bill lately brought into the Houfe of Lords, [meaning an 
AQ for fettling the Peerage &f Greai Britain^ which could 
not fail making mofl of the Scots Peers implacable Ene- 
mies.' He added, • That tho' he could not forbear blaming 
the Condufl of the Miniflers m fome Particulars^ yet he 
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ftill retained the. fame Thoaghts with Refyed to his Kfajeftyy 
and would readily concur with the Hou^e, in giving him 
the moft hearty Proofs of their Zeal and Affe£Uon for his 
Majefty*s Perfon and Government ; and even go fo &r as to 
give lus Vote for fufpending the Habeas Corpus AGt, m 
Cafe of Neceflity s but that, in his Opinion, it became the 
Wifdom of that Houie, to know whether the Advices his 
Majeily had receivM of an intended Invaiion, were well 
grounded, before they either alarm'd the PuUick, or en- 
gaged the Nation in needlefs Expenses.' This Speech was 
anfwer'd by Mr Craggs, who faid, * That as to what has been Mr Cragts. 
fuggelled about the Peerage Bill, that Affair being yet de- 
pending in the other Houfe, it was unparliamentary to take 
Notice of it, before it came regularly before them : But 
that however, he would before-hand venture to iny^ That 
as it was a m6ft gracious Condefcenfion in his Majefty, to 
fofier a Branch of his Royal Prerogative to be reftrain'd, in 
order to fecure the Liberty of Parliaments, fo he doubte^ 
fi€kf that when that Bill came down to them, it would be 
nnanimoufly appn!)v'd. That as to the Advices the King 
liftd communicated to his Parliament of the Invafion with 
which his Dominions were threatened) tbo' it was unufual 
for the Sovereign to- declare his Intelligence, yet his Majeily 
had been moft graciouily pleas'd to tell them from whienqe 
he receivM his Information. That therefore it would be 
want of Refped, to quedion his Majefty's Intelligence ; aq^ 
he was fure no Member of that Houfe had Authority to do 
it. That he hop'd there was no great Danger from the In- 
vafion with which they were threatened : but that it would 
be the highefl Piece of Imprudence not to uke all the ne- 
cefiary Precautions to repel any Infults from the Spaniards^ 
and to defeat all the Defigns of his Majefty's and the Nar 
tion's Eneniies, . both at Home and Abroad. And as to the 
Condud of his Majefty*s Minifters, on which that Member 

{^Mr W ] was pleas'd to refledl, if a Motion were made 

for appointing a Day to inquire into the fame, he would 
readily fecond it* After this, the Motion, for an Addrefs XheAddnfire* 
to his Majeily pafs'd into an unanimous Refolution, and ^Tte^ttblf 
without lofing Time in drawing it up in Form, it was far- ^^ 
ther refdv'd. That the* faid Refolution be laid before his 
Majefty by the whole Houfe ; which being done according- 
ly the next Day, the King retum*d this Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
" T Take this Addrefs as a frefh Inftance of that Duty and His Majrftr*t 
'• 1 Affcdion which you have fo often exprcfs'd for my'^^*'**^'^ 
•* Perfon and Government. I truft in God it will enable 
'' me to defeat the Defigns of our Enwtt\.|H w^to v^qn\^ 
Bb 1 ** A^QwaSw^ 
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Annof. oeo.L <« eScfti^Ily foT wluit IS dearell to mCj the Security and 
^,J2^/^^^ '* Welfare of my People." 

jfr Freeman'* April 14. Upon reading the Order of the Day for the 

jowt^the c^ Houfe to be ^l*d over, Mr Freeman made a Speech im- 
of the fiouie. porting, • That fome Weeks before, he thought it neceflary 
that ue abfent Members ihonld be fummonM to attend 
the Service of the Houfe, in order to oppofe fome dan- 
gerous Alterations [meaning the Peeragi Bill then depending 
in the Houfe of Lords] which were intended to be made ; . 
and that he obferv*d, with a great deal of Satisfaction, 
that the Summons had not been inefiedual, fince there 
was fo great, and fo unufual an Appearance of Members ; 
which ihew'd that all true Patriots were refolv'd to exert 
their Zeal and Efforts in Defence of our excellent Confti- 
tution : But that he hoped, that by this Time the Danger 
( was pretty well over, and that the Contrivers of that 
Projed began already to repent it ; that therefore he 
thought it unnecei&ry to give the Members the Trouble 
of (^ling over the Houfe; and fince they had difpatch*d 
all the publick Bnfinefs that lay before them, they had 
beft adjourn themfelves to the T7th.* Accordingly the 
Call of the Houfe was adjourned to that Day ; to which 
Time likewife the Houfe adjoum*d themfelves. 

JpriliS. The King tame to the Houfe of Peers, zni 
the Commons attending, his Majefty gave the Royal Afient 
to feveral Bills ; after which the Lord Chancellor read his 
Majefty's Speech to both Houfes as follows^ viz. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" T Am now come to put an End to thisSeffion, in which 
** JL you have (hewn many great and feafonable Prooft of 
** your Duty and AffedUon to my Perfon and Government, 
** and of your Care for the Safety and Welfere of your 
«• Fellow-Subjeas. 

** By the Bleffing of God on our Endeavours, we have 
** hitherto difam)ointed the ill Defigns of our Enemies, 
•* who flattered themfelves with Succeis from our unhappy 
^* Diviiions. 

" We perceive by the rafh and wicked Counfels which 
** have lately prevaiFd in the Court of Spain, that the de- 
*^ fperate and extravagant Projeds of one ambitious Man^ 
" though not capable of giving Fears to their Neighbours, 
" may occaiion to them fome Expence and Trouble. 

*^ That Court being influenced by Counfels odious and 
<* deilruClive to the Spaniards, who find themfelves negledl- 
*< ed and oppreis'd, after having endeavonrM to foment 
^' Con/piracies and Seditions both here and in France, and 



' 






I "97 ) 
** AoopM to Pradices unufud» accompanied by Manifeftoes, 
" of a Style unheard of among great Princci, has at lail 
" proceeded to aclcnowledgc the Preteader. 

** As this News has given great Surprize to all Europe, I 
*' queftion not but it will be received by every good Briton 
" with Indignation and Contempt. 

" It is our Happinefs^ at this Jmiflnrc, to find ourfelvea 
** aflifted by the grcateft Powers of Eoropc, againil an Ene- 
** my that ha^ no AUles, but thofe who would betray th« 
" Governments under which they live and arc protedcd- 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
" X thank you very heartily for the Supplies you have 
** granted me this Year. The Manner in which you have 
** rais'd them without any new Burden to my People, the 
•' great Addition you have made to the Fund for fmking 
" the Debts of the Nation » the Difcharge of the Exchequer 
*' Bills, and the Provifion you have made to pay whatever 
*' remains jnftly due to Foreign States and Princes^ are the 
*' ftrongeft Proofs of your Wifdom, as well as of your 
*' Zeal for my Service, and the Good of your Country^ 
•* You may obferve I have hitherto been very cautious of 
*' making Ufe of the Power you have given mcp to increafe 
** our Forces hy Sea and Land. If our Enemies Ihould 
*' oblige me to a greater Expencc, it Ihail be employM for 
" your Service* This is what the Truft you repofc in me 
*■ requires at my Hands, and what I owe to fo dutiful and 
•* aife^ionate a Houfe of Commons* 
My Lordt and Gentlemen, 
** There being nothing more definable at all Times than 
*' a firm Union between Proteftanta, I reflet with Satisfac- 
•' tion upon the Law you have pafs'd this SeiEon, which 
•* will, I hope, prove effeaual to that Purpofe. As it is a 
'* Jignal Inlfence of Moderation and Indulgence in our 
** eftablifh*d Church, fo I hope it will beget iuch a Return 
** of Gradmde from all diiTencing ProteftantSj as wlil great- 
** ly tend to her Honour and Security, both which I fliall 
*' ever have near at Heart. 

** I have, alvi^ys look'd upon the Glory of a Sovereign 
'' and the Liberty of the Subjcfl as infeparable i and I think 
" it b the peculiar Happineis of a BritilliKing to reign over 
** a free People. Aa the Civil Rights therefore and Privi* 
" leges of all my Subje^% and efpecially of my two Houfes 
" of Parliament, do juftly claim my moi! tender Concern* 
■* if any Provifion deiignM to perpetuate thefe Bleflings to 
** your Pofterity remains imperfe<a, for want of Time^ 
♦■ during this Se/fion, maturely to difcufs and fettle Matters 
*' of fo great Importance, i promife myfclf you will take 
" the hni Opportunity iq leader my Wiihes fot y^^^ ^"^"^ 
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^ iQ?*** ^ ** pinds compleat luid efe£lual, and to ftrengthen the Union, 
V^^-^^!«^^ « which is of fo much Confequence to the Welfare of this 
** Kingdom. 

** If the Circum^nces of my Affiurs ihali allow of my 
** going Abroad this Summer, I fhall take the (ame Care 
** of your Intercft as if I remain'd here. The many Ne- 
** godations which will be on Foot to reftore the Peace of 
** the North, in which the Trade and Tranquility of this 
** Kingdom may be very much concem'd, will make my 
** Prefence there of great Ufe to thofe my Dominions : 
*' And as in that Cafe I defign, by the Blefl^ of God, to 
" meet you early next Winter, I will only recommend to 
^* you moft eameftly, that, laying afide all Animofities, 
" you would, in your feveral Countries and Stations, ufe 
** your utmoft Endeavours to preferve die publick Peace, 
" and fee a due Execudon of the Law." 

Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament to 
the 19th of May following ; a!nd they were afterwards, by 
feveral Prorogations, farther prorogued to the 23d of No- 
vember. 

STEECHES and DEBATES 

In the Fifth Session of the 

Fir ft Tarltament of King George I. 

Anno 6. Geo. L f \^ H E King went to the Houfe of Pe»s on the 23d 
*7»9* I of November, with the ufual State, when the Lord 

^ Chancellor, by his Majedy's Command, rjsad the 
following Speeth to both Houfes : 

My Lords and Gendemen, 
««y» s^hg « nr^ ^ E Sadsfa£Uon, with which I always mttx you, 
sefiiaf '* X IS very much increased at this Time» when it has 

<' pleasM Almighty God fo to ftrengthen the Arms of Gredt 
'< Britain and our Confederates^ and fo to profper our 
<' feveral Negodadons, that, by hitf_Bleffing on our £n- 
*' deavours, we may promife our felves to reap very foon 
" the Fruits of our SoccefTes. I am psrfuaded it wilit be 
'* accounted, by all my good Subjedb,. a fuffident Reward 
*^ for fome extraordinary Expence, that all Europe, as well 
'* as thefe Kingdoms, is upon the Point of being delivered 
f* from the Calamides of War by the Influence of Bridfh 

tl Arms 
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*^ Arms and Coimfek One Protefttnt Kingdom has alrea- 
** iy been rdtev'd by our (eafonaUe Interpofition -, and \ 
*' fuch a Foundation is laid by our late Treaties for an 
** Vni(m amongft other n^eat Proteilant Powers^ as will 
^* very much tend to the Securi^ of our Holy ReHgioa. 

** I bdieve ybu cannot but be furpriz^d at the Condnua* 
** UKm of a War» where our Enemies have nothing to 
" hope, and b much to fear. It is indeed diBicult to 
** frame aay Ji»%nient of thofe Counfels, which have 
« broke out of late in fo many rafh and ill-concerted Mea- 
** fures : If they depend imon our Divifions at Home» I 
** doubt not but in a very ihort Time, their Hopes, fbun- 
** ded upon. this Exp^dation^ will prove as vain and ill- 
*\ grounded as any of their former Projedts. 

** In congratulating with you on this happy Pofture of 
'' Affairs, I muft teU you, that as I have been very juft 
*' and faithful to my Engagements, fo I have met fuch 
*' fnnk and powerful Returns of AfMance from my Allies, • 
^* as will, I donbt not, eflablifh a Ming Friemiihip a* 
*' mong us. 

Gaktlemen of the Houfe of Commons,' 

** You will fee, by the Accounts I have order'd to be 
** deliver*d to you, how moderate a Ufe I have made of 
" the Power entrufted with me to augment my Forces by 
** Sea and Land. I depend upon the eminent Duty and 
** Affedlion you have always fhewn to my Perfon and Go- 
" vernment, that you will be vigorous in difpatching the 
** neceflary Supplies for the Year : To which Purpofe I 
** have order'd the Eftimates to be laid before you. And, 
** at the fame Time, I mufl deiire you to turn your 
" Thoughts to all proper Means for lefTening the Debts of 
•* the Nation. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" You all muft be fenfible of the many undeferv'd and 
" unnatural Troubles I have met v^ith during the Courfe of 
^ my Reign. Our Divifions at Home have gone mag- 
** idfied Abroad, and by infpiring into fome foreign 
*^ Pbwers a fiUfe Opinion of our Force, have encouraged 
** them to treat us in a Manner which the Crown of Great 
** Britam fliall never endure while I wear it. The Trouble 
** and Expence which this hath brought upon us have been 
** the moift loudly complained of by thofe, who were the 
" Occafion of them. But with your AManee I have hi- 
'* therto got through all thofe Difficulties, and by the Con- 
** tinuance of yonr Help, I hope very foon to overcome 
** them, fince the Hand of God hath fo vifibly been with 
** us in all oar Undertakings. 
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tf titk Neceffides of my Government have fometiiiics 
V^'V'^^ ** engaged yoar Duty and AfFedion to troft me with Pow- 
<< en, of which you have always with good Reafon been 
<< jealous, the whole World mutt acknowledge they have 
<^ been fo ufed^ as to juftify the Confidence you have re- 
** pos'd in me. And as I can truly affirm, that no Prince 
^* was ever more zealoustoincreafe his own Authority, than 
*' I am to perpetuate the Liberty of my People, I hx^ you 
<' will think of all proper Methods to eftablifli and tranfmit 
** to your Pofterity the Freedom of our happy Conftitution, 
" and particularly to fecure that Part which is moil liable 
** to Abufe. I value my felf upon bein^ the firft who hath 
<< given you an Of^rtunity of doing it ; and I muft re- 
*' commend it to you, to compleat ^ofe Meafures which 
" remained imperfedt the laft Seffion. 
« So far as human Prudence can foretell, the Unanimity 
« of this Seifion of Parliament muft eflabliih, with' the 
'' Peace of all Europe, the Glory and Trade of thefe 
" Kingdoms on a lading Foundation. I think every Man 
'< may fee the End of our Labours. All I have to ask of 
** you, is, that you would agree to be a great and flourifli- 
^* ing People, fince it is the only Means by which I de- 
** fire to become a happy King.'* 



Earl of Hertford 
moves for an Ad- 
dreis of Thanks. 

Debate thereon. 

Mr Shjppen. 



The Commons being returned to their Houfe, the Earl of 
Hertford mov'd for an Addrefs of Thanks. 

Tho' this Motion was carry'd without dividmg, yet it 
did not pafs without Oppoiition. Mr Shippen in particular 
laid, ' That no Man was more ready than himfelf to con- 
cur in giving his Majeily unfeigned AiTurances of the Zeal 
and AffedUon of that Houfe to his Perfon and Government, 
in returning him Thanlcs for his Care and Endeavours to 
procure the Tranquility of Europe, and in congratulating 
his fafe Return amongft us ; but he could not rorbear ob- 
ferving that his Majefty's Speech contained many Heads, 
of different Nature, and of great Importance; and as he 
remetnbred that this Houfe kad formeriy been refiefted on, 
for approving the Meafures of the Miniftry by the Lurnp^ 
and without knowing what thofe Meafures were, he there- 
fore was of Opinion, they ought to proceed with Caution 
in this Juncture, the rather, becaufe Mention was made in 
his Majefty's Speech, of a Thing of the higheft Confe- 
quence, viz.* the altering fome Part of our Conftitution ; 
that it was plain enough that thereby was meant the Bill of 
Peerage ; but it was furprifing, that this Affiur fhould be 
brought again upon the Sti^e, after it had mifcarry*d the 
laft Seffion in the other Houfe^ and that the major Part of 
Ais Houfe had exprefs'd fuch an Averfion to it ; concluding 
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his Jafe AWi»tpc«.L 



with a Motion to congratulate his Majefty i 

Return^ and to give him Thaaks for Part of his Speech, l^^^^JT*^/ 

atid ippoint a Bay to take the reft into Consideration,' 

Mr Heme hereupon feconded MrShippcn , but Mr Hunger- Mr Heme. 

ford forefeeing, that if the Houfe Oioilld divide, a Negative SdlH^«fci4 

was like to be put upon Mr Shippen's Motion, faid, * That 

Addrcfles of this Nature were but cuftomary Compllntents j 

bat he hoped that in the Courfe of this SeiTion they fhoiild 

have Opportunities enough to inquire into the Grievances 

of the Nation, and the Condud of the MiniAryj that a* 

to the Bill of Peerage in particular, fincc the Court feem'd 

CO have it at Hearty he doubted not but it would fnon pafs 

the other Houfep and be fent down to them, and then, and 

no fooner, he hoped to fee a great Divifion in that Houfe/ 

Hereupon Mr Shippen wav'd his Motion. 

N&v, z^. The Houfe prefenced their Addrefs to his Ma^ 
jefly, as follows. 

May it pleafe your Majefty, 

* TTZE your Majefty's m oft dutiful and loyal Subje^, TbeComm«niAii- 
' W the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- ^^ *^ ^"^ 

* fembled, do return onr moft unfeigned Thanks to your 
' Majeily for your moft gracious Speech from the Throne, 

* and aflure your Majelty* that our Hearts arc fiird with 

* unfpeakable Joy npon your fafe and happy Return to 
' thefe your Kingdoms, and with the moft jull and grateful 

* Senfc of your unwearied Labours for our Welfare, and 

* the Security of the Proteftant Religion. 

* We heanily congratulate with your Majeily on the 
Succefs of your Britifh Arms, and return the Thanks of 
this Houfe, in the moll dutiful Manner, for fuch Mea- 
fures taken by the Influence of Britifii Counfels, as afford 
the neareft Profpc£t of a general Peace Abroad, and of en- 
joying with GJory the Benefit of Trade and Tranquility. 

* And we crave Leave to alTure your Majefty, that we 
will, on our Parts^ by the Vigour of our Refolations for 
the Support of your Govemmcnt, and by the Difpatch 
which we will give to the neceflary Supplies, convince the 
WorUl^ that if our Enemies have conceived any Hopea 
from our Dinfions at Home, this hath been the vaineft 
of all their Proje^. And we will enable your Majefty, 
in Concert with your Allies, efFe£lually to fupport and 
perfed thofe jull ai^d equitable Meafures which have bsea 
taken to eibblifh a general Peace. 

* And we farther aflure your Majelly, That we will ap- 
ply ouHelves to find out the beft Means fer leilening th© 
Debts of ihe Nation, and fupporting the publick Credit i 
and will concur in all proper Methods ^^ e^^^iVv^^aA 
Voi. L Cc ^ ^^^T4% 
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prffefTC the Fretdtwn fjf our happ^ CoaftihitioTit *» 
whidi yeur facred Majefty has given fo many lender 
Protrfa of your Cafc and Affcftioti.* 

To wluch Addrris the King remm*d the Mimnn^ Anfw«r:' 

Gendemetij 
'* ^T^ H I S loyal Addrefs dpferves my beft Thanks. It 
'* A contains the mo ft dutiful and affectionate Exprcfllkms 
*' to my Perfon and Government ; and you fball perceive 
" my 8enfc of theifij by the Endeavours I will always ufe 
** to procure your Welfare and Profperity." 

t^eetm&ff I. Upon a Meflagefrom the Lofds, by the Lord 
Chief Juilicc King, and the Lord Chief Baron Bury, that 
the Lonls had pafs'd a Bill, intitled, Jft Ai^ fir tht Stfthn^ 
ihe Parage g/ Gnai Britain^ to which they defir*d the Con- 
currence of the Commons, the faid Bill was read the firft 
Time, and a Motion being made chat the fnid Bill be read 
a fecood Time the Friday next enfuing, the fame was op- 
poft'd by a great many Members, who movM, That this 
important Aftir might be pnt off to the i8th of this 
Month ! which !a^ Motion , after a long and warm DebatCt 
wascarny'd by a Majority of 103 agamft 158, 

Di€. J. The engrofled Bill from the Lords, intitJed, A 
A^fir iht Seit/kg iht Peerage cf Great Britain^ was read a 
fecond Time, and a Motion being made by ths Lord 
William Paulet ♦, Member for Winchefter, for committing 
the Bill, which was feconded by Sir Charles Hotham, the 
faine occafion*d a warm Debate, which lafted eight Hours* 
The Members who fpoke for committing the Billj were 
Lord WilliEim Paulet, Sir Charles Hotham, Col. Moretonf ^ 
Knight of the Shire for Gloncefter, Mr Hampden, Mr 
Craggs, Mr Plommer, Mr Lcchmere, Mr Aiflabie, Ser- 
jeant Fengelly, and Mr Hung^erford i A gain ft committing it. 
Sir Richard Steele, Mr Pitt, Sir Wilfrid Lswfon, Mr Ho- 
ratio Walpole^ Mr Wykes, Sir John Packington, Mr Me- 
thuen, Mr Heme, Mr Tuffnell, Mr Robert Wal pole, and 
Mr John Smith. 

Sir Richard Steele ^oke firil againft committing it, aa 
follows, 

Mr Speaker, 

' r am iigainft the Bill, becanfe I fear it may change this 
free State into the wt)rft of all Tyraonies, that of an Ari- 

ftocracy 

f 0*?fl oj the f'l^s-lfejjkfers ^ IrcUfti, 
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ftocrac^, which is die moil iiktly Cotdtqyence to Atmid 
£uch a Law as ikh would be : The whole Tenor of the Bill 
very unformnately pat togeth^r^ tf Any Thing, but ^n 
Addition of Power to the Peers, k imended hy it* All 
Mankind mull ^low, that the only plau/lbb Reafon lor 
this Law* was what happened in the kft Reign, when 
twelve Peers were made in one Day s but the Preimbk 
mffi^gns no iuch Reafon, but fays, * That Sixteen Peers of 

* Scotland, by Reafon of many new Creations fmce the Untoa* 

* are notafufficlent and prop^-tionabk Rf prcfcntative of tkat 
' Nobility.* And therefore thoy fhall hereafter not be rqpf«- 
fentcd at all : But, * A Thing much more fui table to the Pee* 

* rage of Scotland ought to be done for them*, to wit* * Th^t 

* twenty 'five of them Jhonld, at all Times hereafter, ha:ve 

* Hereditary Seats in Pa/lianienc,* 
* I ahvay^ ImajriftM that no Man could judge what f(^ 

fuiuble to liiin but Jiimfelf j and that it eg old be no Man- 
ner of Comfcxrt to one who has any Thing taken from iiim, 
that the PoiTe^Tion of. it is more futt&bly plac'd in another^ 
How is it fu liable to the Peerage of Scothnd^ that inrtead 
of having a Reprefentatire of fixteen fitting by tbeir Elec- 
tioHj they are hereafter to be favour 'd witb having live and 
twenty there inflead of them, and not one there m their 
Behalf ? It muft be confefs d, chat the Peers of Scotland 
cannot complain of any Thing like being trick'd ; but their 
Potential Seats in Parliament arc barr d and taken froa 
them, not by CoUufion and Double dealing, but by t^e 
moft unrefervcd and candid Ufurpation ini agin able : Rist 
tho* this k done with fo much Eafej and no Reason gKen 
but that they who do it are pleas'dto fay it is moft fuitable^ 
it is to be prefum'd, that thofe^ whofe Confent is ncceffary 
for the diveiiing innocent Men of their Liberty and Honour, 
will defirc fome better Accoant of the Matter, before Uiey 
deprive their Fellow-Subjeds of their undoubted Rights, 

I cannot but, from a natural Dctcftatton of Injuftke, fay, 
that it is the higheil Wrong done to the Indulgence meit* 
tion'd in the Preamble, to expe£t it will be granted in Fa- 
vour of any Men, in Wrong of any other; and i dmibt 
not but this Houfe will aLnn that Benignity from being 
iaip!oy*d to the Dcftru^^ion of itfelf, or Opprcifion of others. 

' £ hope the beft Man and belt Prince in the World, wiH 
be gracious, fo a5 to have it always in his Power to be 
gracious : I am fure he will never give his People anf 
Reason to complain, but of his to^j great Goodnefs : Happy 
the Sovereign and happy the Piople* wJien cxceiEvc Gfact 

II all that can be fearM' of him 1 
' The Peera of Scotland hsve an indeH^nfibk Right bf 

i the Ad of Union, t© be eleaed and ferve ia Parliauiait ai 
I C c 1 ^ "^w^ 
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Peers of Great Britalns in the Maimer therein ftipukteJ, 
and II would be but more cniel^ not more unjuil^ to cake 
from them iheir Lives and Fortunes, than ihis Honour and 
privilege, which their Anceitor* purchas'd by the frequent 
Hazard of theirs : The Terms of the Union are plain and 
abfoluce ; nor can any Privikge, Liberty 3 or Property 
fccur'd by it to the mcaneil Subjed of either Nation » 
be violated or altered agajnft his Will, and no fatisfac- 
tory Reparation done him^ without Inrringement of the 
whole Aft, and leaving the Ferfons, fo injurM, at Liberty 
to avenge by Force what was done by it : For Froteftion 
and Obedience are reciprocal, and the withdrawing the 
one, difcharges the other. What then is the Condition of 
thefe unhappy Men, who are to be divefled of their Rights 
and Privileges of Subjects, and yet, no doubt, to be dccra'd 
Traitors, ihould they fly to any foreign Power, or Invader 
of that Nation, which has in the dearcft and grcateft Con- 
fiderationa, thofe of Honour and Diftinftion, made them 
Foreigners f The Terms of the Union cannot be revoked 
without difunidng the Kingdoms ; for when that is done 
they arc no longer held together by the Law, but by Force i - 
and the Power which then keeps us together mufl be arbi- 
trary, not legal 1 or if legale not righteous : For a Law, not 
fupported by Juftice, iSi in itfelf, null and void ; nor are 
the Makers of it Legiilators, but Oppreflbrs. It appears, 
without any poiTible Contradiftion, that the Parliament of 
Great Britain cannot exclude the Peers of Scotland from the 
Benefit of the 23d Article in the Aft of Union without 
becoming an arbitrary Power, afting with an Indifference 
to Good and Evil, on the Foundation of Might only, % 

* We are fafer under the Prerogative in the King, than 
we can be under an Ariftocracy. The Prerogative is a 
Power in the Sovereign, not exprefsM or dcfcrih'd in the 
Laws, but to be exercis'd in the Frefervation of them by 
the Rule of the general Good : And if it could be prov*d, 
that the Bufinefs of the twelve Gentlemen [meafthg ike 
imfikfi L$rdi cnatid hy ^un Annt in the Tme 0/ the E&rl ef 
Oxfird'i MmJiryJ was purely done to fave the Nation^ and 
that it was done for the Good of the Whole, the Statefman, 
who ad vis 'd it, would deferve the Thanks of all Mankind, 
for expofing himfelf to the Mifreprefentation and Refcnt- 
ment of future Parliaments, for the Good of his Fellow- 
Subjefts. 

' I will not pretend to doubt but thofe noble Perfonagcs 
have, under the Hands and Seals of all and every of their 
Ele^ors, the Peers of Scotland, fall Power and Authority 
for this Alteration, without which their Proceeding could 
tiot be reconcQ'd to common Honour : And if the thirty 
^ odd. 
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^ddf who arc to be ennobled by this Bill, arc to be made Anno*- cee.i, 
op by prcfent Members of the Houfe of Commons^ fach 
Members are to climb to Honour througK lafamy. 

' The Bill fcems to me to be calculated for nothing but 
an Ariftvracy, and, indeed, has not fo much as the Ap- 
pearance of any Thing elfe i for tho' a Man of Honour 
and confcious Integrity knows, that he is a Peer for the Sake 
of Jiis Fellow-Subje£t% and that this Right Is veiled in him 
and his Family for the Sake of Society, not for himfelf and 
Succcflbrs only, yet is there no Part of Society confider'd 
in this Bill, but merely the Peers and Nobles. The Lords 
exercife a Power in the lafl Refource ; and an Appeal lies 
to them from all the Courts of Weilmkifler-Hall, for de- 
termimng all the Property of Great Britain, and yet they 
are wiUing to have a Law, which muft neceffarily di fable 
them from being a capable Court of Juiiice for the future i 
for the Bill even provides for their Iniufficiency as to this 
Puipofe ; and there is a Claufe, which, jnftead of looking 
out for Great and KnowiJig Men, is very careful to leave 
the Power in the King to give I'itles, in Cafe of Extinfti* 
ons, to Minors : Much of the fame Stimp is the Partiality 
of the Bill, that Fem;^les are excluded from their future 
Right i as if a Lady of good Senfe were not as capable of 
bringing into the World a Man of Senie, as a Boy, und^r 
Age, is of becoming a Ma.n of JulHce and Honour from 
the mere Reconunendation of his Fortune ; for it k not to 
be doubted but that would be his belt Pretenfions i but 
Lords have thought it more eligible to have in View the 
Providing rich Huibands for their Daughters from aniong 
the Commons, than the leaving it to their female Heirs, to 
make Lords of the Defcendents of meritorious Com- 
moners. 

' Thus the Ariflocracy is fet out by this Bill i for all the 
Provifions and Limitations of it regard only the Titles and 
Honours of the Peers, and prodigious Care is taken, that 
1X0 one fliould fuffer from poflible Contingencies and dlflant 
Incidents among themfelves, but no Regard had to the 
known immediate preftnt Rights of thofe who do not fit in 
their Houfe, but have Title of Ele^on into it : There h 
no Difficulty of deilroying thofe whom they know to have 
Titles, but they are prodigious tender of hurting thofe who 
may have Titles, of which they do not know : The Lords 
will be Judges, and give and admit to whom they plcafe in- 
cident Claims ; but Extinctions are to be f apply M only by 
the King, and he might pottibly give them to Perfons they 
fijould not like. The Reflraint of the Peers to a certain 
Number will make the moft Powerful of them have the rell 
and^r thfir Dirt41ion $ ^nd all the Pxopertv difpos'd befocc 
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ift0:ce9.L libera wJU be bcAow'd, not hy Judgment^ bur by VoteaAitil 
'''^' HuJioiirp or wo He. Judges h made by ihe blind Order of 

Birth will be capable of no other Way of Bccifion. 

* It is ikid that Power attends Property j but it is as true, 
fhat Power mU command Property ^ and^ according to tbc 
Degeneracy of human Nature, the Lords may zs welt grow 
corrupt as other Men ; and if they fbould do fo, how will 
this be amended, but by the Confenc of thofe, wh^ fluiU 
become fo corrupt ? What fhall we hy then f Shall we ex- 
|K>fe ourfelves to probable Evils, with the Foreiight of im- 
poffible Remedies againft them ? 

• It is hardly lo be read feriouHy, when the Bill in a 
grave Stile and fober Contradi£lioii has thefe Words, vi%. 
' The twenty Sk^e Peers on the Part of the Peeiagc of Scot- 
* land ; ' aa if chey who were made inflead of the Peers pf 
Scotland, could, without a Banter, be call'd Peers on the 
Part of the Peerage of Scotland ; the true Defcription of 
them is, Peers made when the Peers of Scotland were no 
more to be Peers ; for the Title retting in their Families, 
without Hopes of SucceflTion in the Peerage and Legiflature» 
is only a Bar againft any Participation of Power and Intereft 
hi their Country : It is putting them into the Condition of 
Papifls Convift, as to what ought to be moll dear to them, 
their Honour and Reputation. It is held by true Politi- 
cians a moft dangerous Thing to give the meaneil of the 
People juft Caufe of Provocation i much more to enrage 
Men of Spirit and Djftin^lion, and that loo with downright 
Injuries, 

' We may flatter ourfelves, that Property is always ihc 
Source of Power ; but Property, like all other Pofleflioni, 
has its Effefts according to the Talents and Abilities of the 
Owner ; and as it is aHow'd, that Courage and Learning 
are very common Qualities m that Nation, it feems not 
very advifeable to provoke the greateft, and, for ought wc 
can tell, the beft Men among them. Thus we are barr'd 
from making this Law hy prudential Reaibns, as well as 
from the inviolable Rule of Juilice and common Rights 
with Rebtion to the Scots Peers. 

* If we confide r the Matter with Regard to the King^s 
Prerogative^ thk Law will diminifh it to an irreparable De- 
gree ; and it is a ftrange Time to take away Power, when 
it is in the Pofieffion of a Prince, who ufes it with fo much 
Moderation, chat he is willing to refign it : But we are to 
confider the Prerogative as Part of the EJlate of the Crown» 
AT)d not confent to the taking it out of the Crown, till we 
fee juft Occafion for it. His Ma jelly's Indulgence makes it 
fafe in his Royal Breail ; and we know of nothing, amy 
other of tiie Family has done, to alter it for fear of him. 

: The 
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* The Prtrogacivc can 4^ no hurt, when Minift^rsdo 
their Ditty ; but a fettkd Timber of Peers may abufe their 
Power, when no Man is anfwenible for them, or can call 
them to an Account for their Incroachmenisi. It is faid^ 
and trucly too, that the Manner of their Power will be die 
hmt as now i but then the Application of it may be alter'd^ 
when they are an unchangeable Body : Schemes of Gran« 
dew and OppreiTton can be formed to invade the Property ^ 
as well as Liberty, of their Fellow-Subjeds i which would, 
according to the prefent Eflablifhmenti be vain to under- 
take, when they are fubjeft to an Alteration before their 
Project could be ripened into Pra£lice and Ufarpation. 

* As for any fudden and furprixing Way of Creation^ 
That lies before the LegiHamre for Cenfure ; and the great 
Biminution which all Creations bring upon the King's Au* 
thori^, is a fufficicnt Defence againll the abufive Imploy- 
men t of that Authority this Way: For when the King 
makes Feersj he makes perpetual Opponents of his WilT 
and Power, if they fiiall think £t ; which one Confideratioa 
cannot but render frequent Creationi terrible to the Crown. 
This Conititution has fubfdled in fpite of ConvuUions and 
Faxons, without retraining or reprefGng the Eittent of the 
LegiHative Powers i nor is it po^tble for any Man, or Af^ 
fixnbly of Men, to drcumfcribe their diftinft Authorities : 
No, they are to be left etemaliy at large ; and the Safety 
of each Part, and the Good of the Whole, are to be the 
Rule« of their Condud : And as *tis impoffible to forefee all 
the Circuraflances which muft arrfe before them, there is no 
fafc Way but leaving them at large, as vigilanE Checks 
upon each other, un«jnfin'd, but by Reafon and Juftice. 

* If there was any Outrage committed in the Cafe of the 
twelve Gentlemen, the Peers fhould have then withftood 
the receiving of themj or done what they thought lit at 
another Seafon for their Sacislk^tion ; and not, when it ii^ 
too Iate» inAead of alTerting their Liberties^ mediate their 
future 3^urity in unreafonable Conceflion*! from the Crown, 
and Difcouragements upon the Merits of the Commons ; 
And can th^ Gentlemen in prefent Power reafonably thinks 
rhac the Confummation of the Englifli Glory and Merit, 
i* to clofe and reft in their Perfons ? 

' After the Bill has fufficiently provided for the Ariilo- 
cnc)' over thefe Dominjons, it goes into a kind of OEcotio- 
my and Order among thcmfel^s, which relates to their 
Nobility and not to their Peerage. We plain Men and 
Commoners will not difpute about any Thing which we 
know to be merely trifling and ornamental ; and if they will 
be fatisfy'd with a Power in them as Peers, they Ihall be 
Qukef, ManjueiTcs, Earb, or whawv^r o\\v« "^^N^t^^ t\vt^ 
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pkafci. without our Envy or Oppofition : Bat when we come 
feriouiiy to confkler what we are going to do^ we muSL take 
the Liberty to be very jealous at the kft Time that it may 
be in cur Power to make a Stand for ourfelves and Pofterity ; 
and Noblemen cannot blame Commoners, who are as ihy 
in bellowing, as they are importunate in urging, the Grant 
of iuch a Power in the;nfeives, which can be of no Ufe or 
Advantage but to themfelves : At the fame Time one can- 
not refill obferving to them, that, with Refpedl to the Pre- 
rogative, the Peerage of Scotland, and the Rights of the 
whole Body of the People of Great Britain, they cannot be 
more e^corbitant in the Ufe of this Bill, ihoold it become a 
Law, than in the Circumftances under which they fend it to 
118 for our Concurrence ; and it is not Thiril of Power, but 
Moderation in the Demands made of it, which can recom- 
-mend Men to ;&rther Truft ; and I cannot but apprehend 
that what is founded on Ufurpation, will be exerted in 
Tyranny. 

* It is to be hoped, that this unreafonable Bill will be en- 
tlrdy rejeded, fihce none can pretend to amend what is in 
its very Nature incorrigible ; for it would be in vain to at- 
tempt a good Superftru&ure, upon a Foundation which de- 
fenres nothing but Indignation and Contempt. 

^ It is a melancholy ConfideratioR. ckat under the Prefiiirc 
of Debts, the Ncceffities of a War, the Perplexities of Trade, 
and the Calamities of the Poor, the Legiilature (hould thus 
be taken up and employed in Schemes for the Advancement 
of the Power, Pride, and Luxury, of the Rich and Noble. 
^Tis true, this Affair ought to be treated in a mod folemn 
Manner j by Reafon of the awful Authority from whence it 
comes ; but we mufl not, on fuch Occaiions, be opprefsM by 
outward Things, but look to the Bottom of the Matter be- 
fore us, divefled of every Thing that can divert us from 
feeing tht true Reaibn of what pafles, and the Preteniions to 
what is afk'd. 

* If this Bill is required for preventing the Creation of oc* 
cafional Peers, why, at the fame Time, are five and twenty. 
Scots, and eight Englifh, to be now made ? Is not this tlie 
£une Thing, as to &y. If you will let us make fo many this 
one Time, under the Sanson of a LaW; we will make no 
more, for we ihall have no Occsifion for any more } The 
latter End of this Bill Teems to have ibme Compaffion towards 
the Prerogative, and enafb fomething gracious towards the 
Defcendents of the Sovereign, before the Commencement of 

the Ariftocracy, viz. ^jjobittif albtoaw nebiTttjelcCer, 

* That nothing in this A& contain^, ihall be taken or con- 

* ftru'd to lay any Reilraint upon the King's Majefty, his 
' Heirs or Succeflbrs, from advancing or promoting any 

•^ Peer 
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^ PeCT, having Vote and Seat in Parliament^ to any highet AoAoiti^X 

* Rank or Degree of Dignity or Nobility ; nor from creatt ^v^j rv f^'=%ini 

* ing or making any of the Princes of the Blood Peers of ^ 

* Great Britain, or Lords of Parliament ; and fuch Princes 
' of the Blood, fo created^ (hall not be eHeem'd to be anjr 

* Part of the Number ; to whith the Peers of Great Britain 

* are by this Adt reftrain'd/ This is the Grace and Favoari 
which, as foon as all their own Pofterity, and Accidents that 
coald befidl them, are provided for, is moft bomiteoufly be* 
ftow'd on the Children of the Royal Family : As this Good* 
nefs is conferred on thofe of it^ who ate not yet intitled td 
that Honour, it is to be prefumM^ that nothing Veiled id 
others of them will be aflaulted ; but that whatever becomes 
of this Bill, their prefent Eftates, their then remaining 
Eftates, will be (till inviolable. 

' Since there is fo full a Houfe at this Debate, I doubt not 
bnt it will infallibly end according to Jultice ; for I can 
never think the Liberty of Great Britain in Danger at fucii 
a Meeting ; but for my Part, I am againft committing of 
this Bill, becaufe t think it would be commllting of Sin.' 

Mr Pitt, Member for OW Sarum, fpoke next againft the Mr Pitt; 
Projectors of this Bill, whom he tax*d with mean Obfe- 
quioufnefs to Foreigners^ and with Defigns againft the Li- 
berties of their Countrymen.* Sir Wilfrid Lawfon, Mem- ^^^^'^^ 
ber for Borough-Bridge, and Mr Horatio Walpole, who MriLvvjapok 
fpoke on the fame Side, were anfwer'd by Colonel Moreton. coi. Morcton. 
Sir John Packington, Knight of the Shire for Worceftcr> sir John pack- 
fpoke next as follows. ^"^ 

Mr Speaker, 

* We have all the Reafon in the World to acknowledge the 
good Intentions his Majefty has been pleas'd to exprefs in his 
Speech for the Good of his Subje^s and the Liberty of our 
Con(Utution ; but, in my Opinion, his Majefty is not rightly 
informed of the Manner of making hisSubjedb feel the Effe&s 
of thofe gracious Intentions ; and in particular^ the Bill now 
before us is a very improper Retam to all the Demonfhu- 
tk>ns of Duty, Zeal, and AffeAion, which his faithful 
Commons have given fince his Majedy's happy Acceflion to 
the Throne. When the King and his Miniften thought Rt 
to enter into a ftridt Alliance with France, and thereby give 
that ancient and almoft irreconcilable Eneiny of England, 
an Opportunity to retrieve the extreme low and defperate 
Condition of their Affairs, the Commons did not oppofe 
thofe Meafures. When his Majeity j.udgM it iieceffiury>- 
either for the Good of his Subjefts, or to fccure fome Ac- 
quifitions in Germany, to declare War againft Swedeti^ and 
to fend ftrong Squadrons into (he fialtick, his faithful Com* 
mons readily provided for tho(c great Exiptnct*. '^Vftti •*£- 
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Aftno 6. Geo. L terwards it was thought proper to deprive Bis Majefty 's Sub- 
jeds of the beneficial Trade to Spain, by declaring War 
againft that Crown, and fending a Fleet into the Mediter- 
-rancan to ferve as Ferry-Boats for the Emperor's Troops, 
the good-natur'd Commons approved thofe wife Counfels : 
After all thefe and feveral other Inftances of Obfe- 
quioufnefs and Complaifance, which this Houfe has fhewti 
for the Minifters, it is Matter of Wonder we fhould, at laft, 
' be no better rewarded, than by a Bill, vifibly calculated to 
exclude the Commons from Titles of Honour, and to raife 
the Dignity an4 Power of the Peers. It feems to have been 
the principal Deiign of the Miniftry, iince the Beginning 
of this Reign in particular, to give one Family the abfo- 
lute Difpofal of all Honours and Favours. For my own 
Part, I never defire to be a Lord, but I have a Son, who 
may one Day have that Ambition ; and I hope to leave 
him a better Claim to it, than a certain great Man Imeamng 
Gitteral Stanhopil had, when he was made a Peer. It is in- 
deed an extraordinary and unexampled Condefcenfion in his ^ 
Majeily, to part with fo valuable a Branch of his Royal 
Prerogative, as is the bellowing Marks of Honour and Di- 
itindiion on fuch as have deferv'd them, by their eminent 
Virtues and Services to their King and Country : However, 
conildering what Equivalent is given by this Bill to his Ma- 
jefty, no Body will wonder at this Conceflion, if it reached 
no farther than his Majefty ; but I hope this Houfe will ne- 
ver concur in depriving of fo bright a Jewel of the Crown, 
the Prince, who', in his proper Turn, is to wear it ; and 
who is fo worthy of it by all the Royal Virtues that ihine 
in his Perfon j and which, during his Regency, have gained 
him the Hearts and AiFeftions of all true Englifhmen. And 
if fome Perfons have, thro' their Indiicretion, occaiion'd 
an unhappy Difterence, I am appreheniive, that if this Bill, 
{q prejudicial to the Rights of the prefumptive Heir, fhould 
pafs into a Law, it may render that Divifion irreconcilable ; 
and therefore I am againft the committing this Bill.' 
Mr HampdM. Mr Haihpden ahfwered one of the moft material ObjedUons 

againft the Bill, viz. * That it would give the Peerage an 
* ariftocratical Authority ; ' and endeavoured to fhew on the 
contrary, * That the Limiting the Number of the Peers 
would rather diminifh than increafe their Power and Intereft, 
iince thefQ were mainly owing to the conftant Addition of 
Riches which the Peerage receives by the ennobb'ng of 
Mr Ciaof. wealthy Commoners.' Mr Craggs fpoke on the fame Side» 

and urg'd, 'That his Majefty, jQnce his Acceifion to 
the Throne, had had no other View than to procure the 
Good and Happinefs of his Subjedls, and to fecure their 
Rights and Liberties. That having, in his Royal WifHom, 

confider'd 
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conjider'd the Abufe tLit was made, in the laft Reign, of AnE:&6,G*o-L 

that Branch of the Prerogarive, relating to tJie Creating of ^ *^* 

Peers, which Abufe had brought the Liberties of Grcit 

Britain, and of all Europe, into imminent Danger ; his 

Majefty, d^ rough a Condefcenfion worthy of a Prince truly 

magnanimous, had gracioufly been pleas 'd to confent, that 

fuch Bounds be fet to that Part of the Prerogative, as may 

I pfevent any exorbitant and dangerous Exercife of it for the 

] Time to come : That it was only in the Rdgns of good 

1 Princes, thai Legiflators had Opportunities to remedy and 

I amend the DefedTs to which all human Inllitutions arc fub- 

I J!e£t ; and that, if the prefent Occafion of reftifytng that ap- 

fsarent Flaw in our ConiHtucioa were loftj it might, per* 

haps, never be retrievM/ Mr Methuen anfwerM Mr MfMctbimB 

^raggSj 3Tid Ihew'd the Danger of making Alterations in 

the Fundamental Laws and Ancient ConftitutiQn i * Urging 

the Comparifon of a Boilding, in which the Removing one 

I Ungte Stone from the Foundation, may endanger the whole 

Edifice.' Mr. Hcrne fpoke on the fame Side ; after which Mr R«ne. 
Mr. Lech me re own'd, ' That he did not like this Bill, as Mr Ledim^«, 
it was fent down to thenij yet he did not doubt but it 
might be made a good ooe, provided the Lords would give 
the Commons an Equivalent, and fuffer them to.fhare fc ve- 
nal Privileges and Advantages, which their Lordihips enjoy. 
Therefore he infilled on the committing of the Bill^ that 
they might make Amendments to it ; and as to the Objec- 
I tion, that it was dangerous to make any Innovacions in the 
Conftitution, iie ailedg'd feveral Inftances, particularly, the 
Aft for limiting the Succeflion, and the Ad of Union, 
which, indeed, had altered, but, on the other Handj had ra- 
ther improved and llrcngthen'd, than prejttdic'd the original 
' Conftitution/ Mr Robert Walpole fpoke next, andendea- MrR, Waipoie, 
, voux'd to confute all that had been offered in Favour of the Bill. 
He took Notice, * That among the Romans, the wifefl 
People upon Earth, the Temple of Fame was placM be- 
! hind the Temple of Virtue, to denote that there was no 
' coming to the former, without going through the other : 
But that if this Bill pafsM into a Law, one of the moft 
powerful Incentives to Virtue would be taken away, fmce 
there would be no coming to Honour, but through the 
Winding" Sheet of an old decrepit Lord, and the Grave of 
an extind noble Family. That it w,is Matter of jnH Sur- 
prize, that a Bill of this Nature ihould either have been 
I projeiled, or at leall promoted, by a Gentleman who not 
[ long ago fate amongtl them ; [me&mffg Ifiril St^txljopf] and 
t who having got into the Houfe of Peers, would now fhut 
f tip the Door after him. That this Bill would not only he 

Cirngement to Virtue ancf Merit, but alfo endanger 
D d 2 ^iTis 
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i^ i. ojM. I. qnr excellent Cooftitution : For as there was a due Ballanee 
\JS^m^^ between the three ^ranches of the Lcgiflature, if any more 
^^^^^^^ Weight were thrown intp any one of thofe Branches, it 
would deftroy that Ballanee, and confequcntly fubvert the 
whole Conftitution.' That the Peers were already poiTefsM 
of many valuable Privileges, and to give them more 
Power and Authority, by limiting their Number, would^ 
in Time, bring back the Commons into the State of the 
fervile Dependency they were in, when they wore the Bad*' 
ges of the Lords. That he c6ald not but wonder, that the 
{iOrds would fend fuch a Bill to the Commons ; for how 
could they exoe& that the Commons would give dieir Con- 
ctirrence to u) ii^urious a Law> by which they and their 
Pofterities are to be excluded from the Peerage ^ And how 
would the Lords receive a Qill by which it fhould be en- 
;i£ted. That a Baron fhould not be made a Vifcount, nor a 
Vifcount be made an Earl, and (b on ? That befides all 
this, that Part of the Bill which related to the Peerage of 
Scotland, would be a niianifeft Violation of the Aj£t of Union, 
on the Part of England, and a difhonourable Breach of 
Truft in thofe who reprefented the Scots Nobility. That 
fuch an Infringement of the Union, would endanger the en- 
tire Difiblution of it, by difguiling fo great a Number of 
the Scots Peers as fhould be excluded from Sitting in the 
Britifh Parliament. For as it was well known, that the 
Revolution-Settlement iftood upon the Principle of a 
mutual Compad, if we fhould firft break the Articles of 
Union, it would be natural for the Scots to think them- 
felves thereby freed from all Allegiance. And as for what 
had been fuggefled, ' That the Eledion of the fixteen Scots 
' * Peers was no kfir ezpenfive to the Crown, than injurious 
« to the Peerage of Scotland,' it might be anfwer'd, That the 
making twenty five Hereditary fitting Scots Peers would ftili 
encreafe die Difcontents of the eleding Peers, who thereby 
would be cut off of a valuable Confideration for not being 
|dr Ai&ibie. chofen.* Mr Aiflabie ftood up next, and anfwer'd a mate- 
rial Objedtion that had been rais'd againil the Bill, viz. 
* That it was dangerous to make any Innovations in the 
' ConHitution ; * and made it appear, that feveral Alterations 
had been made in the original Conflitution by Magna 
Charta, the Habeas Corpus Ad, and feveral other Laws 
made for the Benefit of the Subject ; and upon the whole 
- . .» M was for committing the Bill. He was back'd by Ser- 
Mr J, Smith. jcant Pcngelly, but they were oppos d bv Mr Smith, who. 
urg'd, y That the Foundation of this Bill being wrong and 
faulty, there was no Room for Amendments, and therefore 
lir Huugerfbrd. ^^ was againft committing it.' Mr Hungerford, whg 
];>rought up the Rcar> was for committing the Bill i but 

abouK 
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about Eight in the Evening, the Quezon being put upon Annoe. Gm.l 
the Lord William Paulet's Motion, tke fame was carryM V.,/i>S%j^ 
in the Negative, by a Majority of 269 Voices againft 1 77. 
After this it was mov'd and refolv'd^ by about this fame The Peerage 
Majority, that the Bill be rejefted; ^ "^*^^ 

The Reader will find a Lift of the Members, who voted 
for and againil this remarkable Bill, in the APPENDIX. 

January 22. The Commons in a grand Committee, t6ok TheCoamoni 
into Confidcration that Part of his Majefty's Speech at the 2&n"Se^i^ 
Opening of this Seffion, which relates to the publick Debts, SjpSSk^iS 
and read the Account of thofe Debts, as they ftood at the acdthePropdids 
Exchequer at Michaelmas 1719 ; as alfo a Propoial df the tS^^S^^^^ 
South-Sea Company, towards the Redemption and Sinking 
of the faid Debits. But as this Pronofal came ihort of what 
was expefled, and the Friends ot the Bank of Ei^land 
having repreiented^ in Behalf of this laft Corporation, the 
great and eminent Services they had done to the Govern* 
ment, in the moft difficult Times, and which deferv'd at 
leaft, that if any Advantage was to be made by any pub- 
lick Bargains, they fliould be preferred before a Company 
that had never done any thing for the Nation, the Cozufide* 
ration of that important Affiur was put off till the 27th. 

J OH. 27. The Commons in a Grand Committee confix. 
der*d farther of the publick Debts ; and the Bank of Eng- 
land having laid their Proportion before the Committee, 
whereby it appeared, that they offered about two Millions 
Sterling more to the Gwerilment, in lefs Time than the 
South-Sea Company ; it Was thought fit to give the faid 
Company ibme Time to^ confider farther on that Matter ; 
which was thereupon put off till the firil of February. 

Fsh'uaty i. The Commoqs, in a Committee of the whole Debate eaoeemiiii 
Houfc, refum'd the Ccfirfideration of that Part of the King's {hJf?S!cSl4L- 
Speech which relates to, the publick Debts, as alio the fecond* ^^' 
Schemes, or Propoials, both of the South-Sea Company and 
of the Bank of Engjaod. 

Thefe two different Schemes occafion'd a Debate, in 
which Mr Robert Walpole was the chi^f Perfon who ^ood Mr r. waipoie. 
up for the Bank ; but Mr Aiilabie made it appear that the Mr Ai^abie. 
Proposals of the South-Sea Company >ilnp« more advantage- The Houfe notn 
ous to the Publick ;^and it was at M^iyfolv'd, That the- ^gS'S-'^'/sS 
Propofals made by the South-Sea Co9iS|biny be accepted, company. 
This Refolution being the next Day reported, was agreed to 
by the Houfe, and a Bill thereupon ordered. 

Marc^ 4. An engrofs'd Bill from the Lords, intitled, jfft Debate on a Biu 
Acl for ike hettir figuring tbi DtpenJency of the Kingdom of F^/^ng'£^ 
Ireland upon the Cro^n of Great Britain^ was read a fecond ^^J^^ ^ 
'V'lmt ; and a Motion being made for committing it to a 
Comiuittee of the whgle Houfe, it occrifion'J a Dcb^^«. 



Mr Pitt. 



Mr Walter 

Ptummer. 



SirJ.JekyU. 
Mr BiniCBrtbf dL 

LoidMofefwoith. 

Lord TVroonnel. 
Mr YorkB. 



The Bai, ftr 
ficurlng tht D^ 
ftndengf tf hrt- 
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Sea Cvmpar^ f 
increafe thetr Ca- 
fital ^ttici, paffcs 
the Houfe. 



The' King** Mef- 
lajje relating to 
»rc£Ung Corpora- 
riow for infiusisg 
tthips and Mer- 
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Mr Pitt firil §)okcagainft the Bill, faying, * It fceniM cal- 
culated for no other Purpofc than to incrcafe the Power of 
the Britifh Houfe of Peers, which, in his Opinion, was al- 
ready but too great. He was feconded by Mr Walter Plum- 
mer, who excepted againft the Preamble of the Bill, as in- 
coherent with the ena&ng Part, which was partly own'd by 
Sir Jofeph Jckyll, who, in the main, fpoke for the Bill. 
Mr Hungerford, on the contrary Side, endeavoured to (hew. 
That Ireland was ever independent, with Refpeft to Courts 
of Judicature : And he was fupported by the Lord Molef- 
worth, the Lord Tyrconnel, and fome other Members: 
But Mr Philip Yorkc * having back'd Sir Jofeph Jekyll ; 
and the Queftion being put upon the Motion, it was carry *d 
in the Affirmative, by 140 againft 85, and fo the Bill was^ 
committed to a Conmiittee of the whole Houfe. 

March 26. It was refolv'd, that the Bill, For the Utter 
ftcuring the Dependency of Ireland do pafs. 

Jprii 2. An engrofsM Bill, For enabling the South-Sea 
Company to increa/e their pre/ent Capital Stoci, Sec. was read 
the 3d Time, and ibme Amendments having been made 
thereto by the Houfe, the QuefUon was put, that the faid 
Bill do pafs, which, a^er a Debate, was carryM in the Af- 
firmative, by 172 againft 55, and the (aid Bill was fent up 
to the Lords for their Concurrence. 

May 4. Mr Aiflabief, prefentcd to the Houfe the follow- 
ing Meflhge from the King, 

GEORGE ^. 
** T TIS Majefty having received feveral Petitions from 
" Xn great Numbers of the moft eminent Merchants of 
" the City of London, humbly praying, that he would be gra- 
" cioufly pleas'd to grant them his Letters Patents for ered- 
*' ing Corporations to infure Ships and Merchandize ; and 
" the faid Merchants having offered to advance and pay a 
" confiderable Sum of Money for his Majefty's Ufe, in 
" Cafe they may obtain Letters Patents accordingly : His 
*' Majefty being of Opinion, that cre6Ung two fuch Corpo- 
'* rations, excluiive only of all other Corporations and So- 
** cieties for infuring of Ships and Merchandize, under pro- 
*' per Reftridions and Regulations, may be of great Ad<- 
*' vantage and Security to the Trade arid Commerce of the 
" Kingdom, is willing and deiirous to be ftrcngthen'd by 
^' the Advice and Affiftance of this Houfe, in Matters of 
" this Nature and Importance : He therefore hopes for their 
" ready Concurrence to fecure and confirm the Privileges 

^ his 

• Made Miator Getteral^ March 13<?, fji^V), 

•f danQc.l^ of tJ^i ^XQbefpcr, 
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his Majeily fLall grant to (^di Corporations, and to en- 
•' able him to difchatge the D^bt^ cf his Civil Governnienr, 
** without burdening hi^ People with any new Aid or 
*' Supply," 

Hereupon a Bill was orderM to be brought in, to enable ^ ^? "^^"^^"^ ^ 
Jiis Majeliy to grant Letters of IncorporaUon to the Ufes Parnj^nce thereof . 
and Purpofes mention *d in his Majefty's Mefiage. 

Ill^^ 6. A Motion was made by Sir WjUbm Wynd- Motion for m ao 
ham, that an humble Acidrefs be prcfented to his Ma- ^^^tf^^^T 
jefty, thac he would be grdcioufly pleafd to dire^ an Ac- j^Jld^'^*^ ^ "' 
count to be laid before the Houfe, of the Debts which 
were owing to the feveral Heads of Expence for his Ma- 
jelly's Civil Govcrnmetit, at Lady- Day laR, and alfo an 
Account of the Arrears of the Civil Liil Funds to pay 
the fame ; but the Queftion being put upon the faid Mo- 
don, it pafs'd in the Negative, On the other Hand, Mr 
Henry Pelham made a Motion for an Addrefs to return his Mothn tonnM^ 
Majeity the Thanks of this Houfe, for his gmcious Con- ^J^ng^"^^ 
defcenJion, in defiring the Advice of this Houfe upon a M'=^'*8^ 
Ma^er of fuch Importance, as the Infurance of Ships and 
Merchandise J and to acknowledge his Majcfty^s Goodncfs, 
in applying the Advantages ariiing to him from fuch Pro- 
pofals, to the Ufe of his Civil Government, for the Support 
of the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, without burden- 
ing his People with any new Aid or Supply ; and to aJTure 
his Majeily» That this Houfe would moft readily concur to 
make his Maje fly's mofl gracious Intentions cfFedual, for 
the Eafe, Security, and Welikre of his trading Subje^^/ 
Mr Pelham being feoonded hy Mr Robert Walpole, it was 
rcfolv*d to prefent the faid Addrefs, and a Committee was 
appointed to draw it up : It was likewife mov'd and carried j™chii<| 
to addreft his Majefty, I, For an Account of the Dif- 
pofition of the 250,000!* granted in the 3d Year of his ^^ddTef» for an 
Maje%'s Reign, for enabling his Majeily to concert fuch i/i^cS^^.tr^te4 
Mcafures with foreign Princes and States, as might prevent X^fjljil^^fut 
any Charge or Apprehenfions from the Defigns of Sweden ^ a. cou^J wt Pcii- 
for the future. [5// p. 125.] XL ror an Account of bcrt iftict ijif iqtl 
what Pensions have been granted, and what Warrants for *^^"*^ *^'^' 
beneficial Grants have been iifu'd by the Lords CommiiEo- 
ners of the Treafury/ fince the loth Day of May 1 719, to 
any Member of this Houfe. 

' May 7. Mr Bofcawen acquainted the Houfe, that the 
King had given Direilions, purfuant to the Defires of the 
Houfe, cxprcfs*d in thofe two AddrelTes ; and, in the After- 
noon, the Commons, in a Body, waited on his Majeily 
with their AddreTi of Thauks for iiis Majeily's Mcf&ge, as 
follows. 



I 
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Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

* W/^ yoor Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjeas^ 
TteOmmOTsAd- « \y the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- 
for the King'sMef. * fcmbled, retuHi your Majefty our humble Thanks, for 
^j^^^ ^ * communicating to this Houfe the Application made to 
aipt, &c. • your Majefty for obtaining the Charters for infuring of 

* Ships and Merchandizes. Your Majefty's being gracioufly 
" * pleas'd not to take any Steps, in a Matter of fuch Impor- 

* tance to the Trade and Comhierce of the Kingdom, 

* without the Advice and Concurrence of your Parliament, 
' is an Inftance of fo much Condefcenfion, as deferves the 

* higheft Returns of Duty and Thankfulnefs. 

* We acknowledge your Majefty's Gobdnefs, in applying 

* to the Ufe of the Civil Government the Advantages 

* aiifing to your Majefty from fuch Propofals. It is a great 
V* SatisfafUon to your Commons, to fee the Honour and Dig- 

* nity of the Crown fuppor ted under the Difficulties, which 

* the Neceffity of your Majefty's Affairs may have occa- 

* fion'd, without laying the Burden of any new Aid or 

* Supply upon your People. 

• And we beg Leave to aftUre your M^efly, that this 

* Houfe is refolv'd to render cffeftual your Majefty's gra- 

* dous Intentions for the Eafc, Security, and Welfare of 

* your trading Subjefts.' 

To this Addrefs the King retum'd the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
Bis ]kfoje%*s ** T Receive this Addrefs as a particular Mark of your 
Anfwec <c J^ Affedion to me. • It is a new Proof to me and all the 

*' World, how much I can always depend upon it. I thank 

** you for it in a particular Manner." 

yune II. The Kln^came to the Houfe of Peers, and 
gave the Royal AiTent to fcveral Bills ; after which his Ma- 
jefty made the following Speech. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

SUSSfiSlhc*- ** T ^"* "°^ ^°^^ ^^ P"' ^^ ^"^ '° ^^" Seflion, which, tho* 

Fifth ^ffioa. «« J. it hath advanc'd fo far into the Summer, cannot be 

" thought a tedious one, when we confider how much Bu- 

« finefs hath been done, and the great Advantages that 

" may be expedled from it. 

" Your feafonable Vigour and Perfeverancc to fnpport 
" me in the Meafures I have taken with my Allies, for re- 
*' ftoring the Tranquility of Burope, have produc'd moft of 
" the Effefts I could defire. Much the greateft Part of 
" Chriftendom is already freed from the Calamities of War, 

J^and, 
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** and, by what hath happened both Abroad and at Hqme, 
** my People muft Jbe convinced, that their Welfare is in- 
** feparable from the Strength and Security of my Govern- 
" ment. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons^ 

" I return you my Thanks for the Supplies you have 
" rais'd for the Service of the current Year i and it is a 
*' particular Satisfa6Uon to me, that a Method has beea 
*• found out for making good the Deficiencies of my Civil 
*' Liit, without laying any new Borden upon my Subjeds. 
** The good Foundation you have prcpar'd this Seflion for 
** the Payment of the National Debts, and.the Difcharge 
** of a great Part of them, without the leaft Violation of 
*' the publick Faith, will, 1 hope, ftrcngthen more and 
** more the Union I defire to fee among all my Subjefts, 
*' and make our Friendihip yet more valuable to all Foreign 
" Powers. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" You will fee the good EfFefts which oof Steadind^ 
" hath produced ; there remains but little, on our Part> tt> 
" fatisfy the World, that more Credit, Security, and Great- 
** nefs, is to be acquir'd by following the Views of Peace^ 
" and adhering llridly to juft Eng^ements, than by dc^ 
"pending on the Advantages of War, or by purfuing the 
'* Meafures of Ambition. To compleat what remains un* 
" finifh'd, I propofe vtry fpeedily to vifit my Dominion^ 
" in Germany, hoping to put am End to thofc TrouMej ill 
" the North, which -are now reduced to a very, narrow 
" Compafs. I flatter my felf, that my Prefence this Sura- 
" mer in thofe Parts will prove ufeful to our poor Prote* 
•' llant Brethren, for whom you have exprefsM fuch fea- 
** fonabic and charitable Sentiments. 

" I doubt not but to meet you again next Winter, dif- 
** pos'd to put a finiihing Hand to all thofe good Works 
" which, by your Affillance, I have brought fo ncsr to 
•* Perfedlion. I could wifti .that all my SubjejSls, con- 
" vinc'd by Time and Experience, would lay afide thofe 
•* Partialities and Animofities which prevent them from 
" living quietly, and enjoying the Happinefs of a mild 
" legal Government: It is what I chufe to recommend at 
" this Time, when I am fenfible, that all Oppoiltion to it 
** is become vain and ufelefs, and can only end unfortu- 
** nately for thofe who (hall Aill pcrdft in flruggling againft 
*^ it. I am perfuaded that, during my Abfence, every one 
•' of you will take particular Care to preferve the Peace ia 
** your fevcral Countries, and that I (hall find you, at my 
** Return, in fuch a State of Tranquility, as will (hew 
•' Mankind how firmly my Government is cftabU(l\'d \ 

V I. I. E c ^V'^Vx^ 
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^"'^i^iof**' '* *' which I chiefly dcfire, bccaufe I think the Security and 
^•'"V^Ns^ *• Prefervation of my People, and of this happy Conftitu- 
** tion, depends entirely upon it.*' 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty's Command, 
prorogu'd the Parliament to the 28th of July : After which 
they were by feveral Prorogations farther prorogu'd to the 
Sth of December. 

SPEECHES and DEBATES 

In the Sixth Session of the '' 
Erjl Tarliament of King George I. 

^nnoV.Geo.1. -»-^Urfuant to the laft Prorogation of the Parliament, 
«7M. mj ^jjg YJiTig came to the Houfe of Lords, on the Sth of 

JL December, and the Commons attending, the Lord 
Chancellor, by his Majefty's Command, read the follow- 
ing Speech to both Hqufes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

""ItoRthrsixiai " Qlnce we laft parted, the Face of our Affairs Abroad 

seffion^ whatti ** O IS become more favourable : The Peace in the South 

to5^35S?aSriy " on^y wants the For^ of a Con^efs, and that of the 

thes.s. cahmity. « North is brought much nearer to a Conclufion. I fhall, 

" at a proper Time, order the feveral Treaties I have made 

** to be laid before you ; by which you will perceive the 

" Succefs of our Endeavours to eftablilh a Peace throughout 

<* Europe, and to fecure and fupport the Proteftant Rcli- 

** gion : At the fame Time, I can never fufficiently exprefs 

** wtf Concern for the unhappy Turn of Affairs, which 

^ has fo much affeded the Publick Credit at Home. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

** I do pioft cameftly recommend it to you, that you 

•* confider of the moft effeftual and fpeedy Methods to rc- 

•' ftorc the National Credit, and fix it upon a lafting Foun- 

** dation. You will, I doubt not, be affifted in To com- 

** mendable and neceflary a Work by every Man that loves 

'* his Country, and efpecially by the feveral great Societies 

*^ of this Kingdom. I hope you will, on this Occaiion, 

** remember, that all your Prudence, your Temper, and 

** Refolution, arc neceflary to find out and apply the pro- 

•* per Remedies to our Misfor^es j which wiU, if yea 

*' fucceed, ferve to increafe that Reputation you have^ fo 

*' JuiUy acquired, patuculax\Y,*\i '^Q?aft^aML\s^^ble*l^otwith- 
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*' flanding thefe Difficulties, to diichaige a Part of the 
" Publick Debt. 

** I have ordered the feveral Eftimates to be laid before 
** you of the Expence of the enfuing Year ; and muft de- 
** ^it you to difpatch the Supplies neceflary for them. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
. " I am glad to obferve to you, that our Trade does ap- 
** pear to have been more extended this Year than in the 
** preceding one ; we have the moft flourifhing Navy of 
" any Nation whatfoever to protedl it: And I hope you 
«* will turn your Thoughts to the beft Methods for the Se- 
•* curity and Enlarging of our Commerce. You may de- * 

** pehd on my hearty Concurrence to all ' fuch Provifions^ 
"as (hall appiear to you neceflary for the Good of my 
*« People." 

The Commons being returned to their Houfe, Mr Pul- 
teney mov'd, ' That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his SSij^SSulSireS 
Majefly, to return him the Thanks of this Houfe for his of Thanki. 
moil gracious Speech from the Throne ; to exprefs the Sa- 
tisfadUon of his faithful Commons at the near Profpe£t 
there is of Peace being eftablifh'd throughout Europe, by 
the Succefs of his Majefty's Endeavours j to acknowledge 
his Majefty's great Goodnefs in his tender Concern for the 
Misfortunes of his People, occaiion'd by the unhappy Turn 
of Affairs, that hath fo much affedcd the Publick Credit of 
this Kingdom ; to aflure his Majefty^ that this Houfe will, 
at this critical Conjunfture, wherein his Majefty's Govern- 
ment and the Intereft of his People are fo highly con- 
cern'd, proceed with all poffible Care, Prudence, and Tem- 
per, to inquire into the Caufes of th^ie Misfortunes^ and 
apply the proper Remedies for reftoring and fixing Publick 
Credit upon fuch folid and lafting Foundations^ as may 
effedlually give Eafe and Quiet to the Minds of his Ma- 
jefty's Subjedls ; and that this Houfe will, with Readinefs 
and Chearfulnefs, grant the Supplies neceflary for the Ser- 
vice of the enfuing Year, and confider in what Manner the 
Trfide and Commerce of the Nation may be beft fecur^d 0^1,^ theiwa. 
and extended.' 

Mr Henry Pelham *, Member for Seaford, feconded this Mr ttPBiham. 
Motion,, but Mr Shippen ofler'd a Claufe to be added after Mr stup^to. 
the Words, for njlonjtg and Hxlng Publick Creiii, viz. 

* As ^ as it is confiftent with the Honour of Parliaments^ 

* the Intereft of the Nation, and the Principles of Juftice.* 
Mr Shippcn's Reafons for this Addition, were, * That 

in order efte&ually to remedy the prefent Misfortunes, 
£ e 2 [meunit^ 
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[meaning tJ^i fatal South-Sea Scheme"] it was abfolutely ne- 
, ceflary to maintain the Honour and Faith of Parliamentary 
Engagements, and to fhew the higheft Refentment againll 
thofe, who, abufmg the Truft repos'd in them, had given 
'^fo fatal a Wound to Publick Credit, and enrich'd themfelves 
by the Plunder of the Nation ; That, in his Opinion, the 
' Managers of the South-Sea Projedi were not the moft cri- 
muia], iince there were thofe above them, whofe Duty it 
was to overlook and diredl their Proceedings ; aad had thofe 
at the Helm interposed in the Affair of the South-Sea, as 
• they did in the Cafe of other Projects, they would have 

prevcnte4 that difmal Calamity which has fince befallen the 
Mr BfonUey. Nation.' Mr Shippen was feconded by Mr Bromley, and 
eirW.Wyndham, Sir William Wyndham, who faid, * That it would be a 
Difgrace io a Britifh Houfe of Commons, to fhew, on this 
Occafion, lefs Vigour and Spirit than the Parliament of 
Paris, then fitting at Pontoife : That that Parliament was 
Juftly looked upon as the Shadow of an Englifh Parliament ; 
and yet that very Parliament had, by their Firmnefs and 
Kefolution, carry'd their Point fo far, as to get that Perfon 
removed' from the Adminiftration, whom they looked upon 
as the Author of the prefent Misfortunes of France.' The 
loxd^ooidwotth. Lord Molefworth, who fpoke on the fame Side, run over 
the King's Speech from the Throne, and faid, * He was 
glad they were told, that the Peace in the South only 
wanted the Form of a Congrefs, which gave him Hopes, 
that the Difficulties flarted by Spain, in Relation to Gib- 
raltar, were, at lail, fuimounted, and that we were like to 
preferve that important Conqueft of the preceding War, 
together with Port-Mahon, which would make us foitie 
Amends for the great Expence of Blood and Treafure we 
had lately been at, to conquer Sicily for the Houfe of Au- 
llria.' And fpeaking of the South-Sea Calamity, he faid, 
♦ That before they confider'd of the proper Remedies, they 
ought to enquire into the Caufe and Nature of the Dif- 
temper : That it is with the Body Politick, as with the 
Body Natural ; and therefore they ought to imitate fkilful 
Surgeons, who, in order to cure a Wound, begin with 
probing it, and, when they fiod it neceffary, make Incifions 
and Scarifications to get the venemous Core out of it, before 
they apply healing Plaifters ; and that they who follow a 
contrary Method are but inecr Empiricks, who, by ufing 
Palliatiyesj, make the Sore rankle .and feller, and endanger 
the Life of the Patient. He own'd it had been by fome 
faggeiled, that there was x^ Law to punifh the Diredlors of 
the South-Sea Company, who were juflly look'd upon as 
the immediate Authors of the prefent Misfortunes : But 
that^ in his Opinion, they ought, oa this Opcafton, to 

follow 
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follow the Example of the ancient Romans, who having no 
Law againft Parricide, becaufe^ their Legiflators fuppos*d 
no Son could be fo unnaturally wicked, as to embrue his 
Hands in his Father's Blood, made one to punifh fo heinous 
a Crime, as foon as it happened to be committed ; and ad- 
judged the guilty Wretch to be thrown alive, fcw'd up in a 
Sack, into the Tyber.' Concluding, * That as he looked 
upon the Contrivers and Executors of the villainous South- 
Sea Scheme, as the Parricides of their Country, . he fhould 
be fatisfy'd to fee them undergo the fame Punifhment.' 

Sir Jofeph Jekyll faid, ' That as he doubted not but sirj.jekyiL 
among the South-Sea Dire6lors fome might be innocent, 
and others criminal ; fo he was of Opinion, there were 
thofe, who were not Directors, no lefs, if not more crimi- 
nal, than the Direflors themfelves ; and who therefore de- 
ferv'd an equal, if not a feverer Punifhment : ' Adding, 
* That upon extraordinary Emergencies, where the Laws 
are deficient, the Legiflative Authority may and. ought to 
exert itfelf ; and he hoped a Britifh Parliament would never 
want a vindictive Power to punifh National Crimes.' Mr 
Grey Neville, Mr Pitt, and fome other Members, fpoke JJ; ^-^ 
alfo for the Claufe offer'd by Mr Shippen : But, on the'other 
Hand, it was reprefented by Mr Craggs, Mr Philip Yorke, SJf pl*^ia. 
and Mr Rob. Walpole *, *That fuch a Reftridiion did but ill 
fuit with an Addrefs of Thanks ; which, in their Opinion, 
ought to run in the ufual f'orm, and anfwer, in general 
Terms, the feveral Heads of the Speech from the Throne ". 
That as to the main Drift of that Claufe, they thought it 
inconfiflent with the Rules of Phidence, to begih this Seflion 
with irritating Inquiries : That if. the City of London were 
Qn Fire, they did not doubt but all wife Men would be 
for exdnguilhihg the Flames, and preventing the fpveading 
of the Conflagration, before they inquir'd into the Incen- 
diaries : That in like Manner, Publick Credit having re- 
c^iv'd a moft dangerous Wound, and being ftill in a bleeding 
Condition, they ought to apply a fpeedy*Remedy to it ; and 
that afterwards they might inquire into the Caufe of the 
prefent Calamity.' Mr R. Walpole dcclar'd, * That for his MrR.Waipok. 
own Part, he had never approv'd the South-Sea Scheme^ 
and was fenfible it had done a great deal of Mifchief : But • 

iince it could not be undone, he thought it the Duty of all 
good Men to give their helping Hand towards retrieving it : 
And that mSi this View, he had already beftow'd fome 
Thoughts on a Propofal to reilore Publick Credit, which; 
at a proper Time, he would fubmit to the Wifdom of that 
Houfe.' Hereupon die Qneftion being put for infertiag the 

Claufe 
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Ciaufe before-mentiofi'd, it pafs'din the Negative, by 261 
f againft 103. 

Dec, 9. Upon the Report of the Addrefs of Thanks, a 

»fr Miioer. Motion being made by Mr Milner, Member for Minehead, 

for inferting the Words, And fir punijhingthe Authors of our 

frefent Mufirittnes, and feconded by Sir Jofeph Jekyll, the 

iame was carry*d without dividing. 

Dec, 10. The Commons, with their Speaker, waited on 
his Majefty with the abovemention'd Addrefs, which is as 
follows. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
IddrSrfThljks * W7^ your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjedb, 
for the King** ' V V the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- 
^9^^ * fembled, beg Leave to return your Majelly our moft duti- 

* ful and hearty Thanks for your mod gracious Speech from 
« the Throne. 

* We can never fufiiciently exprefs our Gratitude to your 
' Majefty, for your conilant Care of the true Interell of 

* your Subjefts, nor the Satisfaftion of your faithful Com- 

* mons, in feeing that the juft Influence of your Majefty's 
• ' Councils Abroad, has procured fo near a Profpedt of a ge- 

' • neral Peace throughout Europe ; which is a frefh Jnftance 
. * to them, that your Majefty places your Greatnefs only 

* in the Profperity and Happinefs of your People. 

* If any Thing could more efFedually endear your Ma- 

* jefty to us than the Mildnefs of your Government, it 

* would be that tender aiid affedionate Concern you exprefs 
' for the prefent Misfortunes of your People, occafion'd by 

* the unhappy Turn of Affairs, that hath fo much aiFedcd 

* the Publick Credit of this Kingdom. 

V * But your faithful Commons are met together with 

' Minds fully difpos'd to take the moil jull and eifedtual 

* Methods, and to do every Thing that becomes an^affe^lio- 
' nate Parliament, at this critical Conjundure^ wherein 

* your Majefty 's Government, and the Intereft of your Peo- 

* pie, are fo highly concerned, to reftore and fix the Credit 

* of this Nation upon fuch folid and lafting Foundation, as 

* may effedlually give Eafe and Quiet to the Minds of your 

* Majefty's Subjedls : And we flatter ourfelves, that our 
^ Undertaking will be the more eafy, lince we are deter- 

* min*d to proceed with all poflible Prudence, Temper, and 

* Refolution, to inquire into the Caufes of our prefent Mif- 
' fortunes ; and, with the matureft Deliberation, apply 
' ourfelves to find out the moft proper Meafures for regret 

* iing them, and for punifliing thie Authors of them. 

*^^he Improvement of our Trade is of fo publick a 

* Conwn, and fo ncccflary for the Support ^ Power of 

* this 
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' this Kingdom j tLat we wiU employ our utmoft Endea Arno^n *7^ff, l 

* voorti to confidcr in what Manner the Commerce of the *^ 
' Nation ui^y be bell fecur'd and extended. 

* And we beg Leave to aflTure your Majeftyj that we wilU 
' wiih all Chearfuinefs and Unanimity, grant the Supplies 
' which ihall be ncceflary for the Service nf the enfuifig 
■ Year and the Support of your Governmentj upon whicK 

* the Happinefs of the Nation, the Liberty of your Sub* 

* jeds, and the Security of our Religion fo entirely depend/ 

To which the King rcitimM the following AnGver- 

Gentlemen, 
if y Return you my hearty Thanks for this Addrefs ; and His ^t^]f(lr s a* 
" X ^ ^ depend on your applying a fpeedy Remedy to the ^*" i^f^to* 
" prefent Dillrefs, I am perTuaded you will take the moft 
" prudent Meafares to make it cflfeftual." 



Mr Net J lie i 

fir the OircftoTJ t£ 

ihe S. 3. Camp^Mj 

ta Jay before the 
Houie >ii ActmiOt 
of their Procted- 

I>elnte tbcT^tnib 
Mr Pitt. 
Ld. MuleTfiraitiL 
MfCi;^X£k 



Mr a WaljH»l£. 



Dfc. 12. The Commons, in a grand Committee, confi- 
<3er'(i of the Motion to grant a Supply to his Majcfty, which 
was unanimously agreed to. After this Mr Grey Neville 
Oiov'd* ' That the Direflors of the South Sea Company 
fliould forthwith lay before the Moufe an Accotmt of their 
Proceedings : He was feconded by Mr Pitt, and back'd by 
Lord Molefwonh. The Courtiers being farprii*d at this 
imexpeded Motion, Mr Craggs thereupon endeavoured to 
fhew, ' That it was prepoflerous ; and that the Houfe ha- 
ving already appointed a Day to refolve into a grand Com- 
mittee* to con fide r of the prefent State of the publick Credit 
of this Kingdom, the fame would namrally bring on the In- 
quiry into the Conduct of the South-Sea Directors*' Mr 
Craggs was feconded by Lord Hinchingbroke, and by Mr 
Horatio Walpole*, wIjo own'd indeed, * That the South- 
Sea Scheme was weak in its Projedlion, villainous in Its Exe- 
cution, and calamitous in it5 End i but that* in his Opinion, 
they ought to begin with applying a Remedy to the Evil/ 
Mr Robert Walpole added, * That, as he had already de- m*s. Wi:,-»^e. 
clared, he had fpent fome Time upon a Propofal for that 
Purpofe i but was appre hen five, that if they went on in a 
warm, paffionate Way, the fa id Scheme might be rendered 
altogether impra^icable ; therefore he ddir'd, that the 
Houfe would proceed regtllarly and calmly, left by running 
precipitately into odious Int^uines, they fllou|d exafperate 
the Diftemper to fuch a Degree, a$ to render all Reme- 
dies inefFcaaal.* Sir Jofeph Jekyll, on the odier Hand, si/ / i-*7iL 

itd^i StcrstMif t6 th BmIU ^ Crjj^ff , as Lord lAenUmA 4 ^- 
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Ame ^ Gee. 1. fct forth the ' Neceflity of examining, withoat the lead 
^^^iJJJ;,^^^ Delay, into the Condud of the South-Sea Company ; to fee 
^^^^^*^ whether they had made good their Engagements, and ftridUy 
follow'd the Rules prefcribed to them by the A&. pafs'd lall 
Seflion of Parliament in their Favour ; urging, * That this 
was the moft natural Way of proceeding in an Affair of fo 
great Importance : That, on the contrary, it feem'd abfurd 
to attempt the Cure of a Diftemper before they were ac- 
quainted with it : But that as foon as it was thoroughly 
difcover'd, he hoped that wife AfTembly Ihould not want 
Mro.uwfon. Schemcs to apply proper Remedies to it.' Mr Gilfrid Law- 
SJn'5SreiS'tS!°* ^o^ having fupported Mr Neville's Motion, the Courtiers 
thought fit no longer to oppofe it ; fo that the fame was 
agreed to without a Divifion, and an Order was made by the 
Houfe accordingly, 
Mr Pitt compiaiiw Dee, 1 4. Mr Pitt complain'd of the Dilatorinefs of the 
of thes.s.DiII^^ South-Sea Diredlors in complying with the Orders made o;i 
ISrAc'SI^ the 1 2th Inftant by the Houfe, and was feconded by Sir Jo- 
feph Jekyll : But Sir Theodore JanfTen, Member for Yar- 
mouth, and one of the South-Sea Diredlors, having affur'd 
them, that the next Day Part of the Papers calPd for would 
be laid before them, the Houfe acquielc'd. 
^"^IfS!^ Dff. 15. The Sub-Governor and Deputy- Governor of 
Honfc, the South-Sea Company prefented to the Houfe feveral Pa- 

pers, with a Schedule of them, whiph was read. Here- 
' upon it wais order'd, that the faid Papers be referred to 
the Committee of the whole Houfe, who were to take into 
Confideration the prefent State of the publick Credit of this 
Kingdom. Then the Houfe rcfolv'd itfelf into the faid 
Committee ; and after the reading of thofe Papers, which 
lafted 'till about four in the Afternoon, Mr Sloper *, Menvr 
ber for BedWin, Mr Plummer, Mr Milner, Sir Richard 
Steele, and Mr Lawfon, made feveral Exceptions to the Con- 
daii of the South-Sea Directors, and, in particular, to their 
lending out vaft Sums of Money belonging to the Company, 
without being duly authorized for that Purpofe : But as the 
Committee could not regularly proceed in that Matter with- 
out exafl Accounts of thefe Loans, the farther Confideration 
The Confideration of the prefent State of the publick Credit was adjourn'd to 
jJbSdfcretUtaS.* thc 19th ; and, ip the mean Time it was order'd, that the 
l«wn^i Dlredors of the South-Sea Company fhould lay before the 

Houfe feveral Papers relating to that Affair. 

Dec, IQ. Mr Farrer reported to the Houfe eight Refolu- 
tions of tne Committee on the Supply, feven of which were 
agreed to, but the other, viz. ' That the Number of effedlive 
• Men to be provided for Guards and Garrifons in Great 

* Iritaia, 
♦ Secretary to tU P*y-M«tf«r Gfperak 
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Mills, be 14^294 Men, CommjiSon and Non-Commiflton i_ 
* Officers inckded/ being read e fecond Time, Mr Ship* ^^ ^hip^n nof& 
pen r epre fen ted, ' That a general Peace being fo near a fj^f jj=- onirnittin^ 
Concluiion, Part of the Land Forces, now on Foof, might ^iiiji* loih/KjSn- 
well be fpar'd, and the faving Sum apply d towards repair- t^C^^Z^""'"^ 
jng the pablick Calamity i and therefore he mov'd, That ^'^ 

the laid Rcfolutton be recommitted/ He was back'd by Mr 
Bromley, Sir William Wyndhamj and Mr Hungerford ; ^r vv^w'^ihara 
but was opposed by Mr Robert Walpole, Mr Horatio Wal- J^r Hunger f^iri 
pole, Mr Smith, and fomc others; who cndeavouW to MrH.Vi^^lfe, 
Ihew, * That the Number of our Forces was fo moderate, ^'J *"^^^' 
that it could hardly be leflen^d, even altho' a general Peace 
%vere concluded, without expofmg the Nation either to Fo- 
reign Infults, or Domcllick Fadlions ; and therefore it were 
highly imprudent to make any Redu^ion in the Army before 
the Concluiion of the Peace : That, on the other Hand, 
the Sum that might be ikv*d by difbanding 3 or 4000 Men, 
was very inconfiderable, and ought not to come in compe- 
tition with the Advantage of being in a Pofture of Defence 1 
fmce nothing contributes more to the public k Credit of a 
free Nation, than the being in a Condition not to fear any 
Thing, either at Home or Abroad/ The Qucllion being 
put upon Mr Shippen's Motion, it pafs'd in the Negative, 
without dividing. 

The Commons being in a grand Committee to take into The c^mmom in 
farther Confideration the prcfent State of the publick Credit c£^r^™/r"ijf 
of the Kingdom, Sir Jofeph Jekyll mov'd. That a feka ^^^ jiie offmhiicic 
Committee be appointed to inquire into all the Proceedings 
relating to the Execution of the South - Sea A£l, and was ^-^ . 'V'j^^""^^ 
feconded by Mr Gilfrid Lawfon. But Mr Robert Walpole ^^ i'-^^'^r^.' 
having reprefentcd, * That the proceeding in that Manner ' "^ ^ ^ '^^^' 
would take up a great deal of Time, and that the publick 
Credit being in a bleeding Condition, they ought to apply 
a fpeedy Remedy to it ; that Motion was not iniifted on. 
After this Mr Sloper ftiew'dj * That the prefent Calamity WrSlopcT. 
was mainly owing to the vile Arts of Stock-jobbers, where- ^ 

by the publick Funds were wound up far above their real 
Value; which being rcjdily aiTcnted to, the Committee 
came to this Refolution, viz* That nothing can tend more 
to the Eftablilhment of pabiick Credit, than preventing the 
infamous Praftice of Stock -Jobbing. Then, Mr Robert *Jj5„^^''hIIj7' 
Walpolc acquainted tJie Committee, ' That, as he had flrik^.viiis^V 
hinted fome Days before, he had fpcnt fomc Time upon a !,;s^a5[jS:'c^rE"; 
Scheme for rcfto ring publick Credits but that the Execution ^^^^^ ^,^t^n, 
of it tlepending upon a Pofition, which had been laid down as 
a Fundamental, he thought it proper, before he opened the 
I iaid Scheme, to be inforjii'd, whether he might rely on 
I Vol. L F f v\v^\ 
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Aiyio 7, Geo. I. that main Foundation, viz. * Whether the Subfcriptions of 
\^^^S^%t.^ * publick Debts and Incumbrances, Money .Subfcriptions, 

* and other Contradls made with the South-Sea Company, 

* fliould re;nain in the prefent State ? ' This Queftion be- 
ing ilated, occa/ion'd a warm Debate, >yhich lafted 'till near 
Eight in the Evening, when it was at laft refolv'd by 2 5 9 Voices 
againfl 1 1 7, that all the Subfcriptions of publick Debts 
and Incumbrances, and other Contrads made with the South- 
Sea Company, by Virtue of an A£i made lafl Seffionj remain 

. in the prefent State, unlefs altered for the Eafe and Re- 
lief of the Proprietors by a general Court of the South- 
Sea Company, or fet afide by due Courfe of Law. 
Dec. 20. Mr Farrer reported the Refolution of the grand 
^CTt^'stS^^** Committee on publick Credit ; which, with fome Amend- 
jobUing. ments, was agreed to by the Houfe, viz. * That it will very 

' much contribute towards the eftablifhing pubiick Credit, to 

* prevent the infamous Pradlice of Stock- Jobbing:' and a Bill 
was order'd to be brought in thereupon. 

Mrii.Waipoiepre- Dec, 21. The Houfc refolv'd itfelf into a grand Com- 
Sh^ to re-*" mittee, and Mr Robert Walpole laid before them a new 
'ftprinjiwbiickCre-Schemd to reftore publick Credit, which was, in Subftance, 
iran^&fSs to ingraft nine Millions of South-Sea Stock into the Bank 
^ftli^S^m^e of England, and the like Sum into the Eaft-India Company, 
SffiSiSSm- '^P^" ^^ Conditions therein mention'd. Mr Hutchefon, 
iNuiy, and other Members, made fome Exceptions to that Scheme ; 

but none offering a better Remedy for the prefent Misfor- 
tunes, Mr Farrer, the Chairman, was directed to move the 
Houfe, and it was accordingly order'd. That the faid Com- 
mittee have Power to receive Propofals from the Bank of 
England, the South-Sea Company, and the Eaft-India Com- 
pany, towards reftoring publick Credit. 

January 4. MrTreby *, Member for Plympton,mov'd for 
^xT^rTn*- bringing in a Bill, To prevent Mutiny and Defertion^ Sec. 
ISfirtS^ *^ and wa;5 feconded by the Lord Carpenter f , Member for 
*tL«m Whitchurch. Hereupon Sir Jofeph Jekyll faid, • He could 
J^^,^^* not but be furpriz'd to fee a Bill mov'd for fo early, which 
Sir J. jekyu. ' fcldom or ncvcf ufed to be brought in 'till towards the End 
of a Scflion : That fuch a Hurry feem'd to be intended to 
ftop the Profecution of the Authors of the prefent Misfor- 
tunes : That they all very well knew that their Days were 
number'd, and that as foon as they had difpatch'd the 
Money Bills and the Bill npw mov'd for, they fhould im- 
mediately be difoatch'd Home : That therefore he was for 
Haying thofe Bills, until they had done Juftice to the Na- 
tion, 

• Secretary at War, 

f Cmmander in Cbuf of all his Majefi/s Forces in Scotlaniy Gtmernvr rf 
Minorca and Fori-MdktnCj and Colwel of a Kegimm tf Vra^owf. 
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tion, who called aloud for it.' Mr Craggs faid thereupon, 

* He wonder'd to fee any Oppofition made to a Bill fo ne- 
ceflary for the Safety of the Government, efpecialJy by a j^r cra^s. 
Perfon who had received fignal Favours from the Crown.' 
Upon* this Lord Molefworth flood up, and faid, * Mr Ld. Moicfworth. 
Speaker, Is it come to this, that every Man who has a 

Place mull do all the Drudgery that is cnjoyn'd him ? This 
may be true of fome Underlings ; but I don't believe it, 
I am fure 'tis falfe, of King George : He commands his Ser- 
vants nothing, but what is according to the Laws, and for 
the Good of his Subjefts.' Then Sir Jofeph Jekyll added, 

* That he was as zealous as any Man for the Service of the - 
King and his Government : But he was of Opinion, that the 
doing Juflice to the Nation, and punifhing thofe who had 
brought it into the prefent calamitous Condition, was the 
moll efFedlual Way both to ferve the King, and at the fame 
Time to difcharge their Duty to their injur'd Country :' 
Concluding, however, that he did not oppofe the bringing 
in of the Bill in Queflion, which was thereupoij order'd to 
be brought in. ^ • 

After this, according to the Order of the Day, the Com- 
mons were to go into a grand Committee to take into far- 
ther Confideration the prefent State of the publick Credit 
of this Kingdom: But Sir Jofeph Jckyll refuming his sirj.Tckynmoret 
Speech, reprefented, * That before they proceeded any J^* ?^^'^. 
farther, they ought to fecure the Perfops and Eflates of "^'j^^^^^cSSS* 
thofe they had reafon to look upon as the Authors of the % from goina oat' 
publick Misfortunes i and therefore he mov'd. That Leave &c%&t^ 
be given to bring in a Bill to reflrain the Sub-Gavcmor, 4«edt» be brought 
Deputy-Governor, Direflors, Treafurer, Under-Treafurer, 
Cafliier, Secretary, and Accomptant of the South-Sea Com- 
pany, from going out of this Kingdom for the Space of 
one Year, and until the End of the next Seffion of Parlia- 
ment ; and for difcovering their Eflates and EfFedls, and for j^^^^^^ thereon, 
preventing the tranfporting or alienating the fame.' He 
was feconded by Mr Horatio Walpole, who gave fome In- MrH^waipok. 
ftances both of the unfair Methods by which the South-Sea 
Diredors, and their Officers, had got immenfe Riches, and 
of their Pride and Infolence. Serjeant Pengelly, Sir Robert serf. PcngeUy. 
Raymond *, Sir Philip Yorke, Mr Spencer Cowper, and sbpSiif?SS*' 
Mr Jeffcries, having likewife fupported Sir Jofeph Jekyll's ^'^;rSj7'*'* 
Motion, it was carry'd Nem. Con, and order'd, that the faid 
Bill be brought in accordingly. 

Upon this Mr Shippen cxprefs'd his great Satisfa^lion, Mr shippea. 
to fee a Britiih Houle oJF Commons .refnme their priftine 
Vigour and Spirit, and a6l with fo great Unanimity for the 
. F f 2 publick 

• Aipinted 4ttorniy Genersly May j. 1710.. 
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publick Good, He own'd the Ncceflity of fecuring the 
Perfons and Eflates of the South-Sea Directors, and their 
Officers : But faid, * That, in his Opinion, there were fome 
Men in great Stations, whom, in Time, he would not be 
afraid to name, who were no lefs guilty than the Diredors.' 
Mr Craggy, Mr Qra^gs being fomewhat nettled at tl^is, (aid, ' That he 

was ready to give Satisfaction to any Man that (hould que- 
flion him, either in that Houfe or out of it.* This Ex- 
preiTion gave no fmall Offence ; and thereupon the Lord 
UMolcfworth. Molefworth replied, ' That he had the Honour to be a 
Member of that Houfe upwards of thirty Years, and never 
before now knew any Man bold enough to challenge the 
whole Houfe of Commons, and all England beiides : That 
for his Part, tho' paft lixty, he would anfwer whatever Mr 
Cmggs had to fay within the Houfe, and hoped there were 
young Members enough, that would not be afraid to look 
him in the Face out of the Houfe.' Upon this Mr Craggs 
feeing the Houfe in a great Ferment, got up again, and 
laid, * That by giving Satisfadion, he meant clearing his 
Condnfl/ As foon as this was over, the Houfe debated in. 
what Manner they Ihould proceed in the intended Inquiry, 
whether in a grand or a feled Committee. After long 
Difputes on both Sides, it was refolv'd, Nem. Con. That a 
Committee of thirteen, to be chofen by Ballotting, be ap«- 
^ke^to au tbK* pointed to inquire into all the Proceedings relating to the 
ST^^^&c! Execution of the South-Sea Adb. This done, the Lord Hinch- 
w. Hinchingbrokc ^"g^^^^® reprefeuted, * That it was to be fear'd, that be- 
mores for taking forc the Bill order'd to be brought in againft the Sub-Go- 
DfreftoM, &c."oV vemor. Deputy- Govemor, and Direftors of the South- Sea 
po c^STvTrhich C9mpany, was gone through both Houfes, the moft crimi- 
Lcfimcre ^^ amongll them might withdraw themfelves out of the 

Kingdom ; and therefore his Lordfliip mov*d, that they 
might be immediately order'd into Cuftody : ' But Mr 
Lechmere, having fhew'd the Inconveniences that might 
enfuc thereupon, that Motion was dropt. 
The Commons take yan. 5. In a grand Conmiittee, the Commons took into 
the PropoisOs from Confideration the Propofals laid before the faid Committee 
fo/Elf^^^unc by the South-Sea Company, for ingrafting nine Millions 
sSLlLf^ ®^ ^^^*'* ^^°^^ ^"^° '**.® Eaft-India Company, and the like 
iidia Company. Sum into the Bank of England, as alfo the Propofals of the 
the filSkf***'* ^ Eafl-India Company and the Bank, for taking in the faid 
Debate thcreoik Stock, and after fome Debate, it was refolv'd, by 173 Voices 
againll 1 30, that an Ingraftment of Part of the Capital of 
the South-Sea Company into the Capitals of the Bank of 
England and the Eaft-India Comp^my, purfuant to the feve- 
ral Propofals of the faid Companies, will contribute very 
^uch to the reHoring and cftablifhing publick Credit. Mr 
Speaker having refum'd the Chair, the Courts Party mov'd, 
• that 
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that Mr Farrcr, the ChairmaTi of the grand Committee, AnnoT- g».i. 

fliopld the next Day report the faid Refolution ; but this 

Motion was ilrendoully opposed, and the QueMon being 

put thereupon, k pafs'd in the Negative by a Majority of 

[^3' Votes agalnll 140J after which it was Order* d, that 

the faid Report be received on the 1 oth. 

Jan. 10. The Sub-Covernor of the South Sea Company^ 
prcfented to the Houfe feveral States and Accdunts that had 
been caU'd for, and then Sir lofeph Jekyll prefented to the ?'^J- h^p^ ^^' 
Houle a biU^ Ta Tefiram its bub-ijiyvtrmfry Depuiy-LiQ^'ernorf jh-Airh*/; tu D^nc- 

g<img eui rf this Kiugdom^ EcQ. which ^vas read the £i ft, and ^^''«^» *^t* 
order'd to be read u fecond Time the next MorniRg. After 
this, \'h Farrer reported from the Committee of the 
wjiole Houfe, the Refolation above- menoon''d, about the 
Ingraftment of nine Millions of Soucii Sea Stock, upon the 
refpeSive Stocks of the Bank and Eaft India Company ; 
and a Motion being made that the faid Refolution be re- Father Debate w* 
committed, it occafion'd a warm Debate, that laftcd h\t ^ ing»fiing 
Hours, Mr Sloper, Mr Clayton *, Member for WoodHock, ^ 
Sir Jofeph Jekyll, and fame others, reprefented, * That the mJcu^m. 
Proje^ before them was more like to prove a dangerous ^ J- J^>^- 
Palliative, than an effe^ual Remedy to the prefcnt Diftem- 
per ; and being founded on Injuftice, would rather farther 
hurt than reltore publick Credit/ Mr Hutchefon urged, mi 
* That this Scheme feem'd to be calculated with the ikmc 
View as the former, the ill Effeds of which they intended 
to remedy, and raU'd feveral other Obje£lions to the new 
Scheme, and infmuated, that if the Refolution in qudlion 
were recommitted, he might propnfe fomething better for 
the reiloring of publick Credit,"* Mr Robert Walpole an- Mr It. wijpdt, 
' fwer'd all Objetiions, and being ftrongly fup ported by Mr 
Craggs, Sir Robert Raymond, Sir Philip Yorke, and by EJ;^,'^^.^,^. 
feveral other Members i tti^ Queftion was put upon the Mo- sir pwup v«kc. 
tion for recommitting the Refolation about the Ingraftment, 
which was carryM in the Negative, by 267 Voices againft ABmmFurimiicc 
134. Then the Houfe agreed to the faid Refolution, and of tjic i:igraftiiiB 
a Bill was orderM to be brought in thereupon. t* bright k. ^^ ■ 

y^n. 1 1. Serj, Mead reported the Names of the Commit- fl 

tee appointed to inquire into all the Proceedings relatiag to H 

iht Execution of the South -Sea A£t, viz. Mr Broderick, ™ 

MrHutchefon, Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Mr Wortlcy, Sir Tho, JJ'j'J^g'^*''.^^^; 
Pengell y , M r Will iam Clay ton , Mr J effe ries^ Lo rd Molcfworth , iug""/ ''iX rbe* 
Col. Strangeways, Mr Sloper, MrLechmere, Gener^ Rofe, £Sj^'i?*^'^' 
and Hon. Mr Dixie Windfor. 

Thefe Perfons, or any five of them, were to report their 
ft Proceedings from Time to Time to the Houfe, and to have 

^ L^ '. 
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[meamng the fatal South-Sea Scheme\ it was abfolutely ne- 
, ceflary to maintain the Honour and Faith of Parliamentary 
Engagements, and to fhew the higheft Refentment againll 
thofe, who, abufing the Trull repos'd in them, had given 
"^fo fatal a Wound to Publick Credit, and enrich'd themfelves 
by the Plunder of the Nation ; That, in his Opinion, the 
' Managers of the South-Sea Proje£l were not the moft cri- 
mifial, fince there were thofe above them, whofe Duty it 
was to overlook and dired their Proceedings ; and had thofe 
at the Helm interpos'd in the Affair of the South- Sea, as 

• they did in the Cafe of other Projeds, they would have 

prevented that difmal Calamity which has iince befallen the 

Mr Bromley. Nation.' Mr Shippen was feconded by Mr Bromley, and 

jirW.Wyndhtm, Sir William Wyndham, who faid, * That it would be a 
Difgrace £o a Britiih Houfe of Commons, to fhew, on this 
Occafion, lefs Vigour and Spirit than the Parliament of 
Paris, then fitting at Pontoife : That that Parliament was 
Juftly looked upon as the Shadow of an Englifh Parliament ; 
and yet that very Parliament had, by their Firmnefs and 
Refolution, carry'd their Point fo far, as to get that Perfon 
removed' from the Adminiftration, whom they look'd upon 
as the Author of the prefent Misfortunes of France.' The 

l^rd Moicfworth. Lord Molefworth, who fpoke on the fame Side, run over 
the King's Speech from the Throne, and faid, * He was 
glad they were told, that the Peace in the South only 
wanted the Form of a Congrefs, which gave him Hopes, 
that the Difficulties ftarted by Spain, in Relation to Gib- 
raltar, were, at lafi, fui^mounted, and that we were like to 
preferve that important Conquell of the preceding War, 
together with Port-Mahon, which would make us Ibrtte 
Amends for the great Expence of Blood and Treafure we 
had lately been at, to conquer Sicily for the Houfe of Au- 
iiria.' And (peaking of the South-Sea Calamity, he faid, 
♦ That before they confider'd of the proper Remedies, they 
ought to enquire into the Caufe and Nature of the Dif- 
temper : That it is with the Body Politick, as with the 
Body Natural ; and therefore they ought to imitate fkilful 
Surgeons, who, in order to cure a Wound, begin with 
probing it, and, when they fiijd it neceffary, make Incifions 
$ind Scarifications to get the venemous Core out of it, before 
they apply healing Plaifters 5 and that they who follow a 
contrary Method are but meer Empiricks, who, by ufing 
Palliatives, make the Sore rankle ,and fefler, and endanger 
the Life of the Patient. He own'd it had been by feme 
ftiggefted, that there was %o Law to punifh the Diredlors of 
the South-Sea Company, who were juflly look'd upon ias 
the immediate Authors of the prefent Misfortunes : But 
that^ in his Opinion, they ought, oa this Ofcafion, to 

(oUqw 
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follow the Example of the ancient Romans, who having no 
Law againft Parricide, becaufc^ their Legiflators fuppos'd 
no Son could be fo unnaturally wicked, as to embrue his 
Hands in his Father's Blood, made one to punifh fo heinous 
a Crime, as foon as it happened to be committed ; and ad« 
judg'd the guilty Wretch to be thrown alive, few'd up in a 
Sack, into the Tyber.' Concluding, • That as he look'd 
upon the Contrivers and Executors of the villainous South - 
Sea Scheme, as the Parricides of their Country, . he (hould 
be fatisfy'd to fee them undergo the fame Punifhment.' 

Sir Jofeph Jekyll faid, * That as he doubted not but sirj.jckyli. 
among the South-Sea Diredtors fome might be innocent, 
and others criminal ; fo he was of Opinion^ there were' 
thofe, who were not Direftors, no lefs, if not more crimi- 
nal, than the Directors themfelves ; and who therefore de- 
ferv'd an equal, if not a feverer Punifhment : ' Adding^ 
* That upon extraordinary Emergencies, where the Laws 
are deficient, the Legiflative Authority may and. ought to 
exert itfelf ; and he hoped a Britiih Parliament would never 
want a vindictive Power to punifti National Crimes.* Mr 
Grey Neville, Mr Pitt, and fome other Members, fpoke SJj r^ 
alfo for the Claufe ofFer'd by Mr Shippen : But, on the'other 
Hand, it was reprefented by Mr Craggs, Mr Philip Yorke, mJ pr^ia. 
and Mr Rob. Walpole *, *That fuch a Reftridiion did but ill 
fuit with an Addrefs of Thanks ; which, in their Opinion, 
ought to run in the ufual form, and anfwer, in general 
Terms, the feveral Heads of the Speech from the Throne : 
That as to the main Drift of that Claufe, they thought it 
inconiiflent with the Rules of Phidehce, to begiti this Sieffion 
with irritating Inquiries : That if. the City of London were 
Qn Fire, they did not doubt but all wife Men would be 
for extinguilhing the Flames, and preventing the fp»eading 
of the Conflagration, before they inquired into the Incen- 
diaries : That in like Manner, Publick Credit having re- 
c^iv'd a moft dangerous Wound, and being itill in a bleeding 
Condition, they ought to apply a fpeedy-Remedy to it ; and 
that afterwards they might inquire into the Caute of the 
prefcnt Calamity.' Mr R. Walpole declared, ' That for his MrR.w»ipolc 
own Part, he had never approv'd the South-Sea Scheme^ 
and was fenfible it had done a great deal of Mifchief : But • 

fince it could not be undone, he thought it the Duty of all 
good Men to give their helping Hand towards retrieving it : 
And that wi& this View, he had already beftow'd fome 
Thoughts on a Propofal to reflore Publick Credit, which; 
at a proper Time, he would fubmit to the Wifdom of that 
Houfe.' Hereupon die QuefUon being put for inferting the 

Claufe 
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F^i. 7* The aboiremearionM Bill was read a fecond Tii 
_ and a Modon being made for committing it to a Comm 
Dcbaie on lie fc *^ ^^^ wholc Houfc, It oocaijon'd a high Debate, in whi 
condRc;»dinEth«c^Mr Rgbert Waljpokj Mr Heath, Member for Harwi 
and fome cthen, infixed for the Affirmative, an J Mr Miln 
Mr Sfoper, Mr Chyton, and Sir Jofeph Jekyll,for the Kj 
gative 1 and it was at laft carry 'd for the former, by z 
Voices againii 139. 
Fs^. 8* Mr Hungerford prefented to the Houfe a Bill, 
J«Wob£iS^S* ^^^ ^^fifr Eftahilfimini ofpublkk Credit, bf pre^inttngjw ti 
liMT firft Tine. future^ thi infamous Pra^ke tf Sto£k-yobhing^ which was 

the firll TimCp and ordered to be read a fecond Time. 
All Adrf«rj to tjic Fe^- 9. The Lord Molefworth^ from the Committee 
^'^l^m^ Secrecy, acquainted the Houfe, that they had recei^^J Ii 
*ra* in cuftotfjf at formation, that Mr Robert Knight, late Caihier of 
oouth-Sea Company » i^^'as taken, and was m Ctiftody m 
Caftle of Antwerp ; Hereupon he movM, and it was 
folv'd, Nem* Con. That an Addrefs be prefented 10 his VL\ 
jfiily, to return the Thanks of the Houfe for his Goodni 
in giving fach effeftual Direflinns to his Miniilers Af 
ibr fecnriQg Mr Robert Knight, purfnant to the Ad' 
the Houfe i and to deflrc, that his Majefty would 
Orders to his Miniltera relidlng in the Courts of Vienna and 
Brijirels, to make the proper Applications, and ufe the moft 
effedual Inflances, that the Perfon of the faid Mr Robert 
Knight, together with his Papers and EfFedls, might be k- 
cured and delivered up to fuch Perfons as his Majeity fhotiM 
appoint to receive the fame i and that his Majelly would 
give Orders, upon the faJd Mr Robert Knight's being 
fcought into Great Britain, that he be forthwith delivered 
and put into the Cultody of the Serjeant at Arms attending 
the Houfe. This Addrefs was immediately fent to the Kiug 
by Mr Methuen, who being return^, acquainted the Houfe, 
that his Majefty would give the neceflary Orders and Di- 
redions, according to the Defires of the Houfe ; and tbir| 
in cafe his Majelly's Endeavours to have him fecurd and 
brought over into Great Britain Should luccced, hh Ma< 
jcfty would forthwith caufe him to be delivcrM into the 
Cdlody of the Serjeant at Arms attending the Houfe. Co- 
Iflhel Churchill*, Member for CaftkRifmg, was accord- 
ingly ordered by his Majeily to go to the Court of Vi- 
cnna^ to make jnftanccs for the delivermg up of Mr Knight, 
Ftftitiflfi rr«m tiic Feb. 13. Upon the reading of the Order of the Houfe 
Jht^JSrSf^ ^^*" g^'^g i"to a grand Committee npon the Bill* For in- 
^JoF^t^ S^'ift'^i ^«^' ^f '^^ C^t^^^i Smk afid Fund if ih Smk-S*^ 

d^t from Ehcni Wii C^mifSUfm 

Uk PoMJck. '^^^ 
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Company^ &c. a Petition of the South-Sea Company was Anno 7. Geo. t 
offered to be prefented to die Houfe, and the Members ia y.^^^^?^^^ 
Weftminfter-Hall, Court of Requefb, and Places adjacent, 
having been fummon'^ to attend the Service of the Houfe^ 
the faid Petition was brought up and read, praying the 
Coniideration of the Houfe, in relation to the Payments of 
the feveral Sums of Money, which, by the Aft of P^lia^ 
ment of the laft Seffion, the laid Company are fubjeft and 
liable to, for the Ufe of the'lPublick, at the Times, and 
in the Manner by the faid Ad directed, and praying 
fuch Relief, as to the Houfe fhould feem meet. Hereupon ^^**« ^mtau 
a Motion was made, and inMed on by Mr Shippen and ytt shii^Mn. 
feveral others, that the faid Petition be rejected $ but they 
being opposed by Mr Robert Walpole, and all the Court Mr r. Waiipok. 
' Party, and the Qaeflion being put thereupon, it was car- 
ried in the Negative, by 253 Voices againft 166 ; however^ 
the faid Petition was ordered to lie on the Table ; and then 
another Motion was made by the Country Party, that it be 2SSr«hJoi»aoft 
an Inflrudlion to the faid Committee, that they have Power **^^*B?kS|g: 
to receive a Clau(e for excluding the Diredlors of the South- Simpany, tsAJhm 
Sea Company, the Eaft-India Company, and the Bank of SSfeSSibSS* 
England, from being elefled Members, or fitting and voting of P^iiamcau 
in any future Parliament: But, after fome Debate, the 
Queftion bei^g put thereupon, it was carry'd in the Nega*^ 
tiye, by a Majority of 2 1 1 Votes againft 1 64. 

Feb, 15. MrMethuen*, Member for Brackley, delivered 
to the Commons the following Meifage from his Majefty. 

GEORGE K, 
** TTIs Majefty having received a Petition from the Court K:ng*8Meffl««re. 
" JTl of Diredors of the South-Sea Company, relating gJ^J^y^V^I: 
** to the Payment of the Money due to the Publick from tion, 
** the faid Company, has thought fit to tranfmit the faid 
** Petition to the Houfe of Commons ; and, at the fame 
> '* Time, to acquaint them, that his Majefty has no Ob- 
** jedion to the Parliament's giving to the South-Sea Com- 
" pany fuch Eafe and Relief, in the Time of making the 
*' Payments due to the Publick, as the Houfe of Commons 
** ftudl think fit and reafonable.'* 

This Mefiage was referred to the Confideration of a Com- y^y^^^ ^ nftn'A 
mittec of the whole Houfe the Friday following ; and then » a Cwunittee of 
a Claufe was order'd to b« inferted in the BiU, For ingrafting "^'"*^* ""*' 
Part of the Stock and Fund of the South-Sea Company ^ to 
reftram the Corporations of the Bank of England, of the South- 
Sea Company, and of the Eaft-India Company, ftom lending 
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Ahno7. Geo. I. any Sum of Money to their Proprietors upon their Stock, ex- 
^^^^5^2fJiL^ ceeding 4 6ol. for 100 1. Capital Stock. 
The Bill to prevent ^^^' ^^' ^^^ ^^^' For pre<venting the infatnous FraSiice 
Stock-Jobbing read of Stock-jobbi-ft^, vvos rciid a fccond lime, and committed to 

m fecond Tiiae. ■' ^ -i^ '^.' 

a grand Committee. 

Feb. 17. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, confider'd of the King's Meflage relating to the 
South^ea Company's Petition, and came to the following 
Refolutions, viz. I. That the Payment of the Sum of 
four Millions one hundred fifty fix thoufand thtee hundred 
fix Pounds four Shillings eleven Pence, due to the Publick by 
the South-Sea Company, by Virtue of the A&. of the lalt 
Selfion of Parliament, and made payable within one Year, by 
four quarterly Payments, commencing the 25th March, 1 721, 
be farther pollpon'd to the Year 1722 ; and that farther Pro- 
vifion be made for the more effedual Payment thereof. II. That 
the Repayment of the Sum of One Million, which was lent 
to the South-Sea Company, on the 7th of June 1 720, be poft- 
pon'd to the 7th June 1722. 

Feb. 1 8. Thefe Refolutions were reported by Mr Farrer, 
and agreed to by the Houfe ; and it was thereupon order'd, 
that it be an InHrudUon to the Conunittee of the whole 
Houfe, to whom the Ingrafting Bill was committed, that they 
have Power to receive a Claufe or Claufes purfuant to the faid 
Refolutions. After this the Houfe proceeded to take into 
Confideration the Report from the CJommittee of Secrecy, and 
came unanimoufly to ten feveral Refplutions ; the Particulars 
^whereof at large the Reader will find ih the VOTES of this 
Seflion. We think it fufficient to fay hei:e, that the Sub- 
dance of thofe Refolutions was, * That the late Sub-Go- 
vernor, Deputy-Governor and Diredors of the South-Sea 
Company and dieir Officers, Aiders and Abettors, were guilty 
of a notorious Breach of Truft, andTiave thereby occaiion*d 
great Lofs and Detriment to the Confpany, and others his 
Majelly's Subjedls ; which has been one great Caufe of the 
fmking of the publick Credif, and bringing upon the Nation 
the Dillrefs it at prefent labours under, for which they ought 
to make Satisfaction out of their own Ellates. The Houfe 
likewife ordered a Bill to be brought in for tlie Relief of the 
unhappy Sufferers in the South-Sea Company, 

Feb. 25. Mr Broderick acquainted the Commons, that the 

Committee of Secrecy were ready to lay a farther Report 

before the Houfe, 'at fuch Time as the Houfe fhould appoint 

tee relating to Mr to rcccivc the fame. Hereupon it wasorder'd, that the Re- 

chS&siAo^. port be now receiv'd. Mr Broderick accordingly read the 

"'"* faid Report, which was order'd to lie on the Table. This 

Report related chiefly to greatQuantities of Stock and Subfcrip- 

tions which appeared to have been taken in for John Aiflabie^ 
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Efq; * Member for Ripon, and Charles Stanhope, Efq ; f 
Member for Milboume-Port, who thereupon iniifted on their 
Innocence, and prefs'd, * That a fhort Day might be appointed 
to examine that Matter, that they might have an Opportu- 
nity to clear themfelves. Mr Broderick reprefented there- 
upon, * That tho' the Secret Committee had a great deal of 
Evidence to fupport the Charge againft thofe two Gentlemen, 
yet they wanted a material Witnefs, viz. Mr Knight, late 
Treafurer of the South-Sea Company, who was ih lafe Cu- 
ftody, and, in all Probability,, would foon be brought over ; 
and therefore the Committee hoped that the Houfe would 
not hurry an Affair of fo great Importance.* Mr Stanhope urg- 
ing how heavy an Imputation of fo heinous a Nature lies upon a 
Man who knows himfelf to be entirely innocent, which, he faid, 
was his Cafe ; and renewing his Infbnces for examining into it ; 
the zStli of February was appointed for that Purpofe. 

Feb, 28. The Commons refum'd the farther Confideration ^J^^^ 
of the Report from the Committee of Secrecy, fome Parts of that pan which 
which relating to Mr Charles Stanhope, were read; after soSpc. *^ ^**' 
which, the Examination of Sir John Blunt, Mr Holditch, 
Mr Jacob Sawbridge, fen. Mr Henry Blunt, and otliers, be- 
fore the Cbmmittee of Secrecy, were feverally read, and they 
were feverally called in and examinM, as were alfo Mr Elias 
Turner, and others. The Charge againft Mr Stanhope con- 
filled of two Articles, I. That 1 0,006 1. South-Sea Stock 
was taken in for his Benefit, by Mr Knight, without any 
valuable Confideration ; and that the Difference arifmg by the 
advanced Price thereof was paid him out of the Cafh of the 
South-Sea Company. II. That Tu^r and Company had 
bought 50,000 1. Stock at a low Price of the South-Se^ Conv-. 
pany, in the Name and for the Benefit of Mr Stanhope, the 
Di£^Tence of the advanc'd Price whereof, amounting to 
250,000]. had been paid to the faid Mr Stanhope, by Sir 
George Cafwall and Ownpany. To prove thefe Articles, the Se- 
cret Committee caus'dthe Examinations befisre^mentionM, and 
the Perfbns above-nam^d^ to be examined ; but ieme of the latter 
rather weakened than corroborated their former Depofitions ^ 
Sir John Blunt, in particular, ownM, as to the firft Article, that 
Mr Knight had fhewM him a Letter, which he told him was 
fign'd by Mr Stanhope, defiringhim to-take 1 0,000 1. Stock for 
him ; bat that he did not know whether that Letter was ge- 
nuine, nor what was become of it : And as for the 50,000 L 
Stock transferred to the Sword-Blade Company in Mr Stan* 
hope's Name, Mr Sawbridge and Mr Turner had the Modefiy 
and Good-Nature to take the whole Charge upon themfelves^ 
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Afin» 7* Ota. I. tnd own*d that they had made Ufe of Mr Staiihope^s Name, 
^55?J5l. without his Privity or Confent. Thefc Examinations, toge- 
^^^^^^ thcr with the Animadverfions of the Members of the Secret 
Committee thereupon, lafled *till eight in the Evening, after 
which Mr Stanhope was heard in his Place. As to the firft 
Article, he (aid, * That for fome Years paft he had lodged ^ 
the Money he was Mailer of in Mr ICnight's Hands, and 
whatever Stock Mr Kn^ht had tal^en in for him, he had paid 
a valuable Coniideration for it : And as to the fecond, that 
jie could not anfwer for what had been done without his 
Conient/ When he was withdrawn, a Motion being made, 
and the Queilion being put, that it appears to this Houfe, 
that during the Time that the Propofal made by the South- 
Sea Company, -and the Bill relating .thereto, were depending 
in this Houfe, 10,000 1. Stock was taken in, or held by Mr 
Kn^ht, late Cafhier of the faid Company,, for the Benefit of 
Charles Stanhope, Eiq; a Member of this Houfe, without any 
'valuable Coniideration paid, or Security given for the Accep- 
tance of, or Payment for the faid Stock ; and that the Diif- 
ierjence ariiing by the advanced Price thereof was paid to the 
iaid Charles Stanhope, Efq; out of the Caih of the South-Sea 
Company, it was cany'd in the Negative by a Majority only 
of tluee Voices, viz. 1 80 againO: 1 77. 
' Jg8 Hooftwofi. March 8. The Houfe refum'd the Coniideration of the 
Smmitiee's Re- Report from the Secret Committee, and that Part of the 
iSSLj£^^'**^ ^d Report which wrlated to Mr Aiflabie, Member for Ri- 
pon, was read ; the Reading whereof, and the Examinadm 
of proper Evidences lafled till nin^ in the Evening : After 
whieh Mr Aiflabie made a Speech in his own Defence. But 
what was depofed againil him by Mr Hawes,- one of the Di- 
xe£iors, viz. * That he had caufed the Book of Accounts 
between them to be burnt, and given him a Difcharge for 
the Balance amounting to about 842,000!. appeared fo 
^rone, and ib home a Proof, that after he was withdrawn, 
Che Houfe came to twelve feveral Relations againA him, the 
Particulars of which may be found in the /^O T£ S as above. 
it may neverthdefs be pro|>er to recite two of them, via^ 
}. That the £ud John Aillabie, Efqj has encouraged and pro- 
moted the dangerous and deftru^ye Execution of the late 
South-Sea Scheme, with a View to his own exorbitant Profit j; 
and has combin*d with the late Diredors of the South-Sea 
Cbmpany in their pernicious Pra^ices, to the Detriment of 
great Numbers of his Majefty's Subjedts, and the Ruin of the 
Mr AjflaWe ex- P"^^"^ Credit and the Trade of this Kingdom. And, II. 
peiiMtheHouie^ .That he be for his iaid Ofiences e^qpdl'd the Houfe. Thca 
jJ^TS'lte ^ was order'd, that the faid John Aiflabie, Efqj be commits 
^v?'* ted Prifoner to his Majefty's Tower of LoDdofXi and that 

fik S|)eaker 49^^ his iVKuiant ajQcoidiD|ly, 
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The farther Proceedings a^iull Mx AUhhk in this Affair, 
will appear in the Sequel. ^^ ^^^ 

Manh 10. The Houfe took into Conilderation the Cafe of sirOfM^Gii-wsU 
Sir George Carwall, in the M^j of the South-Sea Compmny ; :Sf;^Sri"d"& 
after the Examination of which they made feveral Refolutions iontr ui tt.irTflwe'u 
igainfthlmi the Sublbnce of which was, * That he had been btuii? ccajctro^d ia 
guilty of corrupt, infamous, and dangerous Pradice^, highly *^ ^" ^* ^^^''^'' 
reflecting on the Honour and JulHce of Parliament, and de- 
ftruCtive CO tlie Interefl of his MajeAy's Government ; ' Th*t 
he be, for his did Offence^ expell d the Houfe ; And be com- 
mitted Prtfoner to his Majefty's Tower of London ; and that 
Mr Speaker do iifne his Warrant accordingly. 

Mafch 15. The Commons proceeded in theadjoum'dCon- Thr Comnn*?™* 
fidetation of that Part of the Report from ihe Committee of ^rf^'^Re^^of* 
Seaecy which rekted to the Earl of Sunderland ; and the fe- tiie sectctcom- 
veral Examinations of Sir Jolm Blunt, Mr Edward Gibbon, ed 10 hk Eit^ W ' 
Mr Charles Joye, James Cmggs, Efq; Mr Richard Holditd^ s^^"^*- 
Mr John Webiter, Mr Robert Surman, Sir Lambert Black- 
well, Mr Francis Hawes, Mr William Aftel, Sir John Fel- 
lows, and Sir Theodore JanfTen, taken before the faid Com- 
mittee, were read ; and afterwards, Mr Joye, Mr Gibbon^ 
Mr Chefter, Mr Holditch^ and Mr Surman, were fevetaUy 
cajl*d in, and examined* 

Then a Motion was made, that it appears to the Houfc^ 
that, after the Propofals of the South-Sea Compiany were ac- 
cepted by the Houie, and a Bill ordered to be brought in 
thereupon i and before fuch Bill pafs'd, 50,000 1, of the Capital 
Stock of the South-Sea Comany was taken in by Robert 
Knight, late Caihier of the faid Company, for the Ufe and 
upon the Account of Charles Ead of Sundqrljmd^ a Lord of 
Parliament, and £ril Commiflioncr of the Treafuryj w ithout 
any valuable Confideration paid, or fuffiderft Security given, 
for Payment for, or Acceptance of the fame. 

This Motion occafion'd a warm Debate, that lalled till near u^t,, ^imw^ 
eight at Night, but the Queltion being put thereapon, it was 
carry^d in the Negative, by a Majority of 233 Votes ag^inft 
17a: Wliich, however, occafion'd various Rtfledlions, 

March 17. The Order of the Day being read, for the 
Houfe to take into farther Confjderation die Report from the 
Committee of Secrecy, Mr Hutchefon reprrfented, ' That ^ Haitbeieii 

fit was impolTtble to proceed in fo important an A^ir, without mo^ca for ^f, a* 
ej^fing the Juitice of Parliament to be baffied^ as ii had been S tLw wl!^"ii 
in fomc late Inftances, fo long as thty wanted fo material a |cflJt!S*!e«iJ^ 
Witnds as Mr Knight ; ' Ana therefore he mov'd, and, be* -^'^ ^ ^ 
mg feconded, it was refolv'd, Nem. Cm. that an Additfs be ^ ^* 
prefeoted to his Majefty, to defire that he woiild be plea^*d to 
Mnpart to this Houfe^ the Advices his Majefty has receiv d, 
91 fluU ^ceivci b^m Abroa4 cen^miijg his Endeavours ta 
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bring over Robert Knight, late Cafliier of the South-Sea 
Company, to anfwcr to die Juflicc of the Kingdom : Which 
Addrcfs was ordered to be prefented by fuch Members of the 
Houfe as were of the Privy-Coundl. 

It was by many coi^e£birM, that the Remora that hindred 
Mr Knight's coming over, was rather in London than at 
Vienna or Brufiels. 
Mr Methuea by March 20. Mr Methuen acquainted the Houfe, that their 
Suw?ffy*S£e Addrefs, relating to Mr Knight, having been prefented to the 
LSt«^«£lSto ^"& ^^ Majelly had commanded him to lay before the 
that Afyix, Houfe, feveral Letters and Papers containing Advices from 
Flanders conceming him, and, at the fame Time, to acquaint 
the Houfe, that his Majefty had not received any Advice of 
'Colonel Churchill's being got to Vienna, nor any Letter from 
thence relating to Mr iGiight ; that as foon as any fhould 
come to his Majefty, thev fhould be laid before the Houfe : 
Hereupon feveral Letters nom Mr Leathes, his Majefly's Re- 
iident at Bruflels, to the Secretary of State, were read, im- 
porting in Subftance. * That purfuant to his Orders he had 
made the moft prefTmg Inllances with the Marquefs de Prie, 
for the delivering up of Mr Knight : But had been anfwer'd 
that the faid Marquefs had not received any Infhndlions from 
Vienna about that Matter ; that, in the mean Time, he was 
apprehenfive that the fame would meet with great Difficulties. 
That the Greifier, or Secretaiy, of the States of Brabant, 
liad been twice with the faid Marquefs, to reprefent to him, 
that according to one of the Articles of the Joyful Entry of 
Brabant, which was granted the;n by the Emperor Charles V. 
and has been fwom to by all his SuccefTors, and which they 
look upon as their Magna Charta^ no Perfon charged with, 
or apprehended for any Crime, can be removed to be try*d out 
of their Proiince ; and that the Deputies of the States in- 
iifted upon that Article, of which the Refident had enclosed a 
Copy in French, ^hich was alfo read in the Houfe. 

Moft of the Members appeared furpriz'd at the unexpe6led 
Difficulties about the delivering up of Mr Knight, which was 
ftarted, in the Name of the States of Brabant ; and Lord 
i>>rdMoiefworth»8 Molefworth faid thereupon : * That 'twas to be hop'd, they 
DfSftjJS^ii* fhould have a more fatisfaftory Anfwer from Vienna, than 
tlTSJSjS?* they had from BrufTels : But if they had not, it would, in his 
(pinion, be proper to call for the Treaties lately entered into 
with the Houfe of Auftria, to know upon what Motives wc 
have been at fo great an Expence of Blood and Treafure, and 
have feht our Men of War to rot and be worm-eaten in the 
Mediterranean, to conquer Kingdoms for the Emperor ? * Ad- 
ding, * That if that pretended Privilege of the States of 
, ^ Brabaiitf fhould be infifted imon, they might remove that Ob- 
Aade/ by addrcffinj; his Majeliy to graiit his F^on to Mr 
' ^- ^ - Knight, 
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Knight, in Order to have him trought over : But that it was Anno 7. Oco. l 
proper tiot to make any farther Step in that Afikir, till they '^'* 
were acquakited with the Succefs of Colonel Churchiirs Ne- 
*gotiation at Vienna.' 

March 22. Mr Methuen acquainted the Houfe, That his 
Majeily having, the Day before, receiv'd a Letter horn Co- 
lonel ChurchiU, direded to the Lord Vifcount Townfhend» 
dated Vienna the 4th of March, 1720-21, had commanded 
him, purfuant to the Addrefs of the Houfe, to lay a Copy 
thereof before the Houfe ; which he prefented to the Houfe 
accordingly. The Copy of that Letter was thereupon read, 
importing in Subflance, that he was juil arrivM at Vienna^ 
and would not lofe one Moment, in mating the moft preifing 
Inflances ' to the Imperial Court, for the delivering up Mr 
Knight ; and that he did not doubt Succefs, unleS the Pri- 
vileges of the States of Brabant interfer'd : Several finart 
Refiedtions were made by Lord Molefworth, upon the fri- 
volous Pretence that was made ufe of, to baffle his Majefly*s 
Endeavours to bnn^ over Mr Knight : But the Hode did 
not think fit to come to any Refelution thereupon. The 
lame Evening Colonel Churchill arrivM from Vienna, which 
occafionM an univerfal Surprize. 

The Commons having attended the King in the Houfe of 
Lords, his Majeily gave the Royal AiTent to an Adl, To enable J^^S^hJ^ 
the South-Sea Company to'' ingraft Part of their Capita/ Stock grafting on, &c. 
and Fun J into the Stock and Fund of t^e Bank of England, 
and another Part thereof into the Stock and Fund of the Eaft^ 
India Company y and for gi*ving farther Time for Payment to 
he made by the South-Sea Company to the Ufe of the PublicL 

March 24. The Bill, For preventing the infamous PraSlice The stock-jobbing 
of Stock-jobbing, was orderM to be engrofsM. ^ "«~^'**- 

Colonel Churchill being come into the Houfe, it was ex- 
pelled that an Account of his Negotiations would, this Day, 
have been laid before the Conmions : But they were only 
given to underflan(^ that as foon as the Difpatches he brought 
from Vienna could be tranflated, they fhould be laid berare 
the Houfe, who thereupon adjourned *till the 27th. 

March 27. Mr Methuen acquainted the Houfe, that his g^.5jjl'*^°° 
Majefiy had commanded him to lay before them Copies of being dSlvexed up. 
feveral Letters and Papers relating to Mr Knight, which he 
prefented to the Houfe accordingly, with a Scheiiule of them. 
The Cojnes of the faid Letters were read, and among them 
a Letter horn the Emperor to the King of Great Britain, ex- 
preffing his Imperial Majefly*s Inclination and Readinefs to 
comj^y with hu Britannick Majeily's Defires, as to the de- 
livering up Mr Knight ; but that the States of Brabant having 
and daixning particular Privileges, which his Imperial Ma- 
jdly was cngag'd to ma]QtiiQ»^ it would be necefTary to make 
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AppUoLtkm to the faid States ; and his Imperial Majeily, on 
; his Part^ woald not fail to fupport fuch In^nces as fhoold be 
made. To which ESk£k Prince Eugene wrote a Letter to 
the Marquifs de Prie, which Was alio read. Several (mart 
Refledlions were made, by Lord Molefworth, on the former 
of thofe two Letters : But this Aftair being equally nice and 
ijftportaftt, it was refolv'd to take mto Cbnfideration the feve- 
tal Letters and Papers relating to Mr Knight, which his Ma- 
jefty had communicated to the Houfe, in a grand Conunittee 
on the 2Qth. 

Marci 29. The Com^aons in a grand Committee, took 
into Cbnfideration the feveral Letters and Papers, laid before 
them, relating to Mr Knight. After the reading of fome of 
thofe Papers, Mr Hutchefon open'd the Debate, reprefenting, 
• How much, on the one Haiid, the Publick was concem'd, 
in having the Authors of the prefent Diftrefs fully difcover'd 
and brought to condign Punifhment ; and how impradli- 
cable it was, on the other Hand, to proceed in this impor- 
tant Inquiry, fo long as the principal Agent of the late South- 
Sea Direftors, and their Accomplices, was kept out of the 
Way ; that in the mean Time, the publick Calamity en- 
creaiing every Day, the Nation call'd aloud for Jultice : And 
therefore, if the Means already us'd for bringing over Mr 
Knight, provM abortive, it were a^vifabie to have Recourfe 
to mon ipeedy ai^ effeftual Methods.* Sir Jofeph Jekyll, 
and the Lord Molefworth, ilrongly fupported Mr Hutchefoi^ 
and in particular, fhewM, ^ That it was incumbent on fome 
Perfons in the Adminiibation to have Mr Knight brought 
over in order fciSiy to clear their own Innocence ; otherwife, 
tho' acquitted, they would itiU be look'd upon as criminal.* 
Urging, * That it was matter of Wonder, that fo ftivolous a 
Pretence, as the Privileges of ^ the States of Brabant, fhould 
be made Ufe of to put a Stop to fo important an Inquiiy, 
eipecially confidering how little thofe Privileges had been le- 
guded in more material Points ; and what Obligations the 
Houfe of Auilria lay under to the Britiih Nation.* Sir Rich- 
ard Steele ofFer'd fomething againft obliging Mr Knight to 
be an Evidence, whether he would or no : But no great 
Strefs was laid upon it. On the other Hand, Mr Lechmere 
reprefented, * That in all Probability the Court 6f Viemit 
had not, at firft, fiiUy cbnfider'd the Importance of the tth 
fiances that were made to them in his Majefty's Name, and 
at the Defire of the Commons of Great Britain : But thatt 
it was to be prefum'd that when fo wife a Prince, as the pre* 
fent Emperor, fhould be appri2*d, that the Wel&re and 
Safety of England, to whom his Imperial Majefty hae fo 
great Obligations, depended, in fome Meafure, on the de- 
Hvering up of Mr Knight^ he would readily comply with 

their 
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their Ddires : ^ Hereupon Mr Lech mere movM# * That an 

humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty^ returning the 

Thanks of this Houfe for the Inikncca he has been pleas'd to mI^ L«hmtfe ^ 

niake, by a Letter under his Royal Hand to his Imperial Ma- SjXff«S!f^?* 

jcfty^ for obtaining the delivering up of Mr Knight^ purfuant «" SL^'"?^^^ "* 

to the Addrefi of this Houfe ; and for communicating to this ' 

Houfe, the Steps which have been taken relating thereto : 

And to reprefent to his Majeilvj the Diflatisfot^ion which his 

Conmions have at the ObJlacles which they find have been 

rais'd, under the Pretence of the Priidleges of the States of 

Brabant, againil a Compliance with his gracious Endeavours : 

And alfo to reprefent, that this Houfe k every Day more 

and more cdnvinc'd of the high Importance it is to the Jullicfi 

due to hh Majelly's People^ that cficftual Meafures be fpec* 

dily taken for bringing over Mr Knight : And eameftJy to be- 

feech his Majelly, to imploy his moJt prefling Endeavours, in 

fuch Manner, as in his great Wifdom fltall be thought proper j 

for attaining the jdl Deiire of his Commons.' 

No Body ofierM to oppofe this Motion, which, after Mi* 
Speaker had refum'd the Chair^ Mr Broderick reported to the 
Houfe ; and the fame being agreed to Nem. Cm. it was re- 
fdv'd. That the faid Rcfolution be laid before his Majefty 
by the whole Houfe. 

Mar^h 30. The Commons, to the Number of above three ^'^^ »* ^"^^^ 
hundred J with their Speaker, went to St Jameses, and pre- ** ^^ 
fented the faid Jlcfolution to the King i to which his Majefly 
retum'd the following Anfwer- 

Gentlemen, 
** "f" Am ''^tTy well pleased, that the Inlhnces which I have Tike!tii!g*tAnf*tr 
« X nia<le for obtaining the deliverirg up of Mr Knight, '^^*^*^*'»*^ 
*' have given you Satisfa^ion ; I ihall continue to imploy my 
'* utmoft Endeavours for obtaining what you deiire, and hopo 
'* they win prove effe£lual. 

jfyrll 19. The Bill for the ReBef of the unhappy Sufierers The 5. s. soflbwa 
in the South-Sea Company, was read a fecond Time and com- rt^^^"^"^ 
mittcd to a Committee of the whok Houfe, 

Atri! z<). Mr Shippen ftood up, and took Notice, ' That MrShippenmOTc* 
the Houfe had fate a long while, and nothing had yet been JSySMXTSj 
done towards the relloring of Publick Credit : That, indeed^ ^yR^iifJ^^c 
a Member of great Parts and Abilities had, at firft, prOpofed 9^ pt^tj^ic mJ^^tJ 
a Scheme for that Puipofc ; but that, inilead of proving an Se FiiX'"'^ ^ 
cifedual Remedy, it appeared at latl to be a meer Palliative, 
which had rather inflamed than alleviated the Diftemper. 
That by thb Time, a whole injurM Nation called abud for 
Vengeance ; and if they negkaed to hear the Voice of the 
I Peo^, it would look as if they had a Mind (o provoke 
I Vot. 1 H h \Ws^ 
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them to do themfelves Juftice. That it was ever his Opinion, 
that the only elFeftual Means to reftore Credit, was to call 
thofe to a firift Account, who had ruinM it ; and, in parti- 
cular, all fuch as had apply 'd any Part of the Publick Money, 
intruiled in their Hands, in Stock-jobbing, and had raisM 
vaft Fortunes by robbing the Publick.' And fo he mov'd. 
That it be an Inflrudlion to the Committee of Secrecy, that 
they inquire what publick Money had been employ'd by any 
Treafurer, Caihier, Colle£lor, Receiver, or other Officer con- 
cerned in the Receipt or Payment of the publick Money, or 
of any other Part of his Majefty's Revenue, or by any in 
Trull for them, or by their Order, in buying Stock or Sub- 
fcriptions in the South-Sea, or any other Company, or in An- 
nuities, or other Parliamentary Securities, or otherwife mak- 
ing Ufe of or imploying the fame, to their private Advan- 
tage fince the firft Day of De<iember, 1719. 

Sir William Wyndham feconded this Motion ; adding with- 
al, * That there was Reafon to agprehend, that the Publick Mo- 
ney had not been adminiihed with due Oeconomy, particularly 
in Relation to fbme Foreign Troops, that were in the Pay of 
England and Holland during the laft War, to whom great 
Sums had of late been allowed, on Account of pretended Ar- 
rears, after they had feparated fiom the Englifh General: And 
therefore he mov'd, * That the late Commiffioners appointed 
to examine, ftate, and determine the Debts due to the Army, 
and to examine and fkte the Demands of feveral Foreign Prin- 
ces and States, for Subiidies during the late War, be order'd 
to lay before the Houie Copies of the feveral Warrants and 
Sign-Manuals, by Virtue of which they iflued any Certifi- 
cates. 

Hereupon Mr R. Walpolc * faid, * That he wonder'd to hear 
of fuch a Motion, when a little after the King's coming to the 
Crown, an A6i of Parliament had been made for Payment of 
thofe Arrears ; and that the Commiffioners of Accounts had, 
undoubtedly, a£bsd according, to the Intent and Meanmg of 
that Aft.' To this Mr Leclmiere replied, * That he was not 
againft the Motion that Sir William Wyndham had made, 
neither on the other Hand, was he about to jufHfy it : But he 
would freely tell the Gentleman [mganiMg MrR. Wahote] who 
oppos'd it, ' That while the Nation was under the Prefluxv of 
Keavy Debts, he muft expeft that many fuch Motions would 
htxo»A!^ in order to find out Methods to eaie the Publick 
Burcfen. That as that Gentleman was now in a higher Poft 
than formerly, fb a great deal more was expefted from him 1 
the rather foecaufe the Scheme which he had piopos'd at the 
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Beginalng of this SdTion for the mifmg the Stocks, and ttdoT- *°^j^f*^ "' 
ing publick Credit, had not had the defired Effefl/ Mr R. Wal* K^^^-s/^^^ 
pole replied, * That ic was known to every Body, that he ever Mr a, Wi:iMiie, 
was againft the South^ea Scheme^ and had done a] I that in 
his Power hy^ to hinder its taking Place : But now the Mif- 
chicf was done, and Things were brought to fuch Extremi- 
ties, he thought it his Dat/j and therciorc was willing to try 
the bell Method he could think of, to extricate the Nation out 
of the Difficulties into which they were plungM : That he 
did not pretend to work Miracles i but only to ufe his utmofl: 
Endeavours towards retrievnig the late Misfortunes : That with 
thishoneil Intention he had promoted a Scheme which had been 
laid before him, and appeared the mofl plaufible of any then 
proposed, for reftoring pubhck Credit : That it could not be 
deny'd, that while that Scheme was purfu'd, it had done fome 
Good, and kept up the Price of Stocks i and tliat they fell 
fmce it had been laid afide : That, however, he never in- 
tended to raife Stocks above the intrinfick Value, for that 
would bring us again into the fame unhappy Circumilances 
which the raifmg of them had before occafion'd.' He after- 
wards lamented the ill Difpofition of iome Perfons, who, in- 
Head of concyuring with others in remedying the prefent Di- 
flempers, us'd all poffible Means to irritate ;ind cAafpcrate the 
Minds of the People ; And concluded with a Motion, ' That a 
Day be appointed to confidcr of the State of the Publick Cre- 
dit of the Kingdom.' This Motion was unanimoufly agreed. 
to, and that Day Seven-Night appointed for that Purpofei after 
two Orders had been made according to the two beforc-men- 
tioned Motions of Mr Shippcn and Sir William Wyndham. 

Jprii 30. The Commons proceeded to rake into Confidera- '^^f^^g'^^^^ 
don thofe Parts of the Reports of the Committee of Secrecy QjinaSrift-f r*^ 
as related to James Craggs, Efq; deceased, late Poft-Mafler-Ge* EJ^ct^L'i^icli! 
nenal, which having been read, Mr Broderick, Member for ^^^^ thereea, 
Stockbridge, mov'd, • That the faid Mr Cragg? having taken j^^ Brftkridc * 
40,000 L South-Sea Stock without paying for it, or giving 
fuiEcieni Security for the Payment of the lame, hk Eflate 
might be made liable to the fame Forfeitures with thofe of the 
late Dire£lors.' Hereupon Mr Grey Neville de fir'd, * That Mr NeviUc, 
the Gentlemen concerned in this Alfair, two of whom were 
Members of the Houfe, might firft be heard by their Counfcl, 
and produce what Witnefles they had, before the Houfe came 
to any RefoludoQ in this Matter/ Mr Herbert Walpic fe- MrR.Waipdff. 
ccmded him, and, in particular, faid, ^ He hoped the Houfe 
would not break their known Rulcs^ which were, not to con- 
demn any one without firft hearing them ; and fure they would 
not deny this Piece of J ufUce to their own Members.' Mr Hoia- 
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tio Walpole * fpoke to the fame Purpofe ; and then Mr Tre« 
fiifiSy Member for Penryn, flood up, and (aid, * That neither 
he nor Mr Newftiam were at all prepared, not expelling that 
this Affair would have come on this Day, becaufe there was 
another Part in the Report before it, and therefore he defirM 
the Houfe would give them Time to get their Witneffes : * He , 
added, * He had never been ufed to {peak in the Houfe, or 
but very rarely; and his Brother-in-Law, MrNewfham, Mem- 
ber for Leibvithiel, not at all, which he hoped the Houie 
would take into Ccmiideration, and allow them Counfel to 
ipeak for them : That by Mr Craggs's Death, his EUate was 
devolved to them and Mr Elliot, in Right of their Wives, the 
Deceafed's three Daughters : That there was no Manner of 
Crime laid to their Charge ; and fmce Mr Craggs was dead, 
and could not anfwer for himfelf, he hoped the Houfe would 
allow them ^ime and Counfel.' This was oppos'd by Sir Jo- 
feph Jel^U J but Mr Robert Walpole faid, * That fmce the 
two Gentlemen concem'd had not been us'd to fpeak in the 
Houie^ and therefore were not likely to make' fo good a Der 
fence as otherwife they might, he thought it reafonable to al-r 
low them Counfel, and give them Time to prepay.' To this 
Mr Lechmere reply'd, * That it might, indeed, feem fome-. 
what hard to deny Counfel to Gentlemen who were not us'd 
to fpeak in the Houfe ; but he doubted not but that good-na- 
tur'd Gentleman that fpoke laft, who had fo good a Ckpacity, 
^ and was fo able to advife them, would fit by them, and by, his 
Aflifbnce be as ufeful to them, as if they had Counfel, as he 
had been to feveral others in the like Cafe.' No Return was 
made to this Reply, upon which the Motion for allowing 
Counfel was dropt. 
The Commons re- ^^y i- The Order of the Day for taking into Confidera-r 
Stel>f iX oSi^ ^^^ ^0^^ P^^ ^^ '^^ Reports from the Committee of Secreqr, 
*•" »--««'s-^- which related to Mr James Craggs, deceas'd, late Poftmafier* 
General, being read, and feveral Evidences being exaiQined, 
^e Houfe, among other Refolutions relating thereto, came 
to the following, viz. I. That the faid James Craggs was a 
notorious Accomplice and Confederate with Robert Knigrht 
and fome of the late Diredbrs of the South-^ea Company, in 
canying on their corrupt and fcandalous Pra£tices ; and did, 
by lus wicked Influence, and for his own exorbitant Gain, pro* 
mote and encourage the pernicious Execution of the late South- 
Sea Scheme. And II. That all the Efbite real and perfonal, 
of which the faid James Craggs was feiz*d or poffe^'d fhwn 
and after the ifl Day of December, 1719, (over and above 
what he flood feiz'd or poffefs'd of on the uid ift Day of De^ 
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cember) be applyM for and towards the Relief of the luihappy aubo^ Ceq,!' 
SuiFerers in the South-Sea Company, y^^^^J^^^^ 

iliiijf 6. Mr Methuen, by die Kirig*s Command, laid before MriweHmcniaTi 
the Houfe Copies of ie^entl Letters and Papers relating to Mr ^^cSjut^t^^ 
Knight, which were read ; particular ly^ a Letter from Mr ^*^^ *8 Mr 
Leathes, the BntiOi Refident at BrulTeb, containing an Ac* 
coanc of the Excufes and Pretences made ufe of to ckde his 
Inibnces for the delivering up of the faid Mr Knight. Thofe jjcbatc 
Excufes were thought fo frivolous, that a Motion was made 
for prohibiting the Importation of all Commodities of the 
Growth and Manufa£hirc of the Auftrian Netherlands, parti- 
cularly Lace and Lawn, till fuch time as Mr Knight had been 
delivered up and fent over : But it was thought more proper, 
that a Committee be appointed to confidcr of the State of the 
Trade between this Kingdom and the Auilrlan Netherlands, 
and to report the fame, as it ihould appear to them, to the 
Houfe ; which Committee was appointed. Then a Motion 
was made, chat it might be an InJlruftioti' to the grand Com- 
mittee on the Bill, Fi?r the Reihf tf tht unhappj Suffh-ers^ 
&CZ. that they fhould receive a Qaufe, that the paternal Eikte 
of Mr Aiilabie might not be liable to the fame Forfeitures with 
the other Part of his Elkte i but tho"" this Motion was ftrong- 
Jy fupported by three Members^ yet it was rejeSed with gp- 
nera] Indignadon. 

M&y 8. G^eral Rofs acquainted the Houfe, That that 
Morning, while he was at the Secret Conimittee, he received 
a Note, that a Gentleman was at the Door to fpeak with 
him, and he went out, and found there Mr Vernon, Member 
for Wbitchurchj who acquainted him, that he had fomething 
to fay to him, which he defirM might go no farther j where- 
upon General Rofs told him, he hoped he had nothing to iay 
to him which might be improper for him to hear ; after which, 
Mr Vernon told him, there was a Difpofition in the Houfe to 
be favourable to Mr AUkbie, i^ the Bill upon which the 
Houfe was to be in a Committee that Day, and that it was 
in his Power to do him Servicej and for the fame^ Mr Aiilabie 
would make him any Acknowledgment^ in any Manner he 
Ihould think fit ; upon which General Rofs, from what he 
firil faid, concluding it was upon fome corrupt Matter, left nj^^^ vtmeii 
him in a Paffion, and thought it his Duty to acquaint the "pcU;i'ihe wtrtife 
Committee of Secrecy therewith, and the faid Committee pik^^ciSe^G^r 
thought it was proper to hayc the Matter laid before the wfAiSaLi^^'^ 
Houfe* To this Mr Vernon was heard in his Places and 
own'd the faid Words and Circurafbnces ; withal declaringp 
that he did not mention or intend any thing of Money, or 
any other corrupt Matter, and bcgg'd the Pardon of the Gen- 
tJeman, and of the Houfe, if he had committed any Offence^ 
he fayjng the Words without any corrupt latoitioc, and only 
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AnnoT. Geo.i. (Ml acootmt 6f Piioidflupy being nearly fdated to Mr AjbOabie : 
^^,4^Ji^^ And then Mr Vernon withdrew. Hereupon it was refblv'd. 
That it appears to thisHonfe, that Thomas Vernon, Efq; hath 
made a corrupt Application to General Rofs, and that he b^ 
expelled this Houle. It was alfo ordered. That the Thanks 
of this Houfe be given to General Rofs, for the JofUce he 
had done to this Houfe and to his Conntiy, in laying the 
Application made to hhn by Thomas Vernon, Efq; before 
this Houfe. And Mr Speaker gave him the Thanks of the 
Houfe accordingly. After this, the Commons, in a grand 
Committee, made fome Progrefs in the Bill, For Relief of thi 
unhappy Sufferers in the South-Sea Company y &c. and added 
Mr AiJQabie's Name and Eftate. 

May 1 1 . A Petition of the Burgeffes of the Borough of 
BoraMton, in the County of Devon, was prefented to the 
Houfe and read ; complaining of an undue Ele6lion and Re- 
^^*f wAd- turn for the faid Borough, which was order'd to be heard at 
toremoveiS^ the Bar of tl;e Houie on the 6th of June. 
A^c^^SffiSL^ The Honourable Mr St John Broderick, Son of the Loi^ 
?J»Sfo?^"nte'r- Vifcount Middlcton, (landing Candidate for BoraHlon, in 
fcring in EiedU- the room of Mr Carteret, lately made one of the Poft-Ma- 
*^ ftcrs General, Captain Philip Cavendilh * was ict up againft 

him, and tho' Mr Broderick poll'd moft of the old Legal 
Voters, yet the Portreeve, who was Mr Elliot, one of the 
Commiflioners of the Excife aimitted to poll feveral Per- 
fons who had no Right at all ; and by that -Means got a Ma- 
jority for, and retum'd Captain Cavendiih. The Petition 
above-mention'd having fet forth the whole Matter, General 
Rofs and Mr Sloper reprefented; * That if the Commiffioners 
of the Excife were fuf^red to make Parliament-Men, they had 
as good let them fit in the Houfe. That it was Matter of 
Wonder, that when by an A^ of Parliament, the meaneft 
Officer in the Excife is not fuffer'd to meddle in Eledions, one 
of the Commiffioners fhould dare to do it in fo notorious a 
Manner.* Hereupon it was mov'd to addpcfs his Majefly to 
remove Mr Elliot, but it was thought proper to defer that 
Motion 'till after hearing the Merits of that Eledtion. 
A ciaufc ordcrM ^^y 1 8. It was ordcr'd, that the grand Coriimittee on the 
S^wJSi-^DfreJ;^ Bill, For the Relief of the unhdppy Sufferers y &c. have Power 
low, &c.*of the to receive a Qaufe for difabling the late Sub-Govemor, Dc* 
Sfc'iS?ASS^,** puty-Govemor, Directors, Cafliier, Deputy-Cafhier, and Ac- 
S fitUiffiS^* comptant of the South-Sea Company, and alfo J<^ Aiilabie, 
nent. Efq; to hold or enjoy any Office, or Place of Truft or Profit 

^* under his Majefly, or to fit or vote in citiier Houfe of Par- 

t liament. 
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May 23. In a grand Committee^ a fiuther Progrei^ was Annoy. Geo.i. 
nuuk in the Bill, For the Reluf of the unhafpy Sufferers in v^^^-^'^^ 
the South-Sea Ccmpany ; and the chief Matter in Debate v/sa. Debate conceraing 
what AUowance fhould be given to the late Dircaors out of teg^*Se" 1 
their Eftates ? Mr Loundes proposed an eighth Part ; to which ^I'^^B^Ji^ 
it was objected. That it would be too much for fome who had 
the moft bulky Eilates, and confequently had been degpeft in 
the Guilt ; and too little for others that had but finall Eflates, 
and were only paffively criminal, by not entering their Difient 
to the fraudulent Management of the reft. 

May 25. The Commons, in a grand Cotimiittee on the 
South-Sea Suierers fiiU, refumM the Confideration of the Pe- 
titions of tjie late Diredors of the South-Sea Company. The 
Debate began with Sir John Fellows, the Sub-Governor, in Debate concern- 
whofe Behalf Mr. Slopcr mov'd, that fmce it did not appear j^^''^*^"^ 
that he had been fo a^ve in the late vile and pernicious Prao* ^* 
tices as ibme others had, he might be allowed 20,000 1. out 
of his Eibte. Mr Hungerfbrd reduced it to 15,000!. others Mr Hnogerford. 
to 1 2,000 1. and Mr Robert Walpole having at lafl proposed MrR.waipoie. 
1 0,000 1. the fame was agreed to without any Divi£Qn. Mr 
Joye, the Deputy-Governor appearing to have been deeply JJ^^**^** ^°^ • 
concerned in the Guilt, it was agreed to allow him only 
5000 1. 

Then the Committee proceeded alphabetically to the Di- MrAfieii*»Anow 
re^rs, and it was unanimoufly agreed to allow Mr. AAell ^^* 
5000 1. 

A Debate arifii^ whether to allow Sir Lambert BlackweU Debate concem- 
5000 1. or 1 0,000 L and he having many Friends in the ^dSrdL*'*'' 
Houfe, it was, upon a Divi£on, carry *d for 1 0,000 1. by 1 1 2 
Votes againft 108. 

After this, there was a long Debate about Sir John Blunt : Debate concern- 
Mr Laurence Carter mov'd td aUow him only one Shilling ; Sj^cJL^^"*^ 
Lord James Cavendifh loool. and Mr Plummer 5000 1. Sir ujain.divendUh 
Jofeph Jeykll mov'd for 10,000 1. and was fecondcd by Ge- si/joi^SyiL 
neral Rofe, Lord Molefworth, Mr JefFeries, and Mr Windfor 5 Sl^MlSdrwortii. 
who all i}X)ke very warmly on his Behalf; alledging, that he wlfe^fc 
had been more ingenuous in his Examination before the Secret 
Committee, than any of the late Diredlors ; and had let them 
into a great many Secrets, which otherwife they could not 
have known. To this it was anfwer'd, by Mr Sbper, Mr Mrsioper. 
Milncr, Mr John Smith, and Mr Horatio Walpole, * That iJ^ilSSL 
he iiad been the chief Contriver and Promoter of all the Mif- ^^ vvajptie. 
chief, and therefore ought to be moft icverely punifh'd.' Mr 
6k>ptr added, * That he was gro>*Ti to that Height of Pride 
and Infolence lafl Summer, that he could not give a civil An- 
Iwer to Perfons hi above him. And thereupon inilanc'd in 
his Behaviour one Day at the Treafury, of which he was 
himfelf Witneis, wliCQ a Relation of a great Man alldn^Sli: 



MrR.WaIpoIe. 



Knight; With a great 
Couiin Walpole,. and 
and by that Means 



MraWaJpcJe. 



WkJdTop, 



> Gen. Rofi» 
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John for a Subfcription, the Upflart 
deal of Contempt, bid him go to his 
deiire him to fell his Stock in the Bank, 
he might be fupply'd/ Hereupon Mr. Robert Walpole ihew'd, 

* That Sir John Blunt was a Projedtor of many Years (land- 
ing ; and had been the Author of feveral Macious Schemes^ 
by which unwary -People had been drawn in to their utter 
Ruin.' And to this Purpofc, inftanc'd a Pfojeft for a Linen 
Manufaftury; but Mr Horatio Walpole faid thereupon^ 

* That was not his fir ft : For there was a Gentleman that &t 
next to him, [meaning Mrjeffop^'] whom Sir John had drawn 
into a Projeft for bringing Water to London from a great Di-* 
fiance, which was to out-do the New-River Water, by which 
the Subfcribers loft all their Money, tho' Sir John himfelf got 
fome Thoufands by it.' This was confirm'd by Mr Jeilbp 

tiLHiocUngbroke himfelf; neverthelefs, the Lord Hinchingbroke mov'd for 
allowing Sir John Blunt io,pooL urging, * That the Secret 
Committee had promis'd hhn Favour for his Opennefs in his 
Examination : ' Upon which General Rofs defir'd, * That 
the noble Member who fpoke laft might explain himfelf, lincc 
he feem'd to intimate, as li the Secret Cdmmittee had us'd 
underhand Dealings. Adding, that for his Part he knew of 
no Promife ever made to Sir John Blunt upon that Account 9 
that he was fure he never made any ; and he believ'd he could 
anfwer for all the Reft, that there never was any fuch Thing 
intimated to Sir John.' The Lord Hinchingbroke reply'd, 
that if that honourable Member would repeat his Words as he 
^ke them, he would explain himfelf: Upon which the Mat" 
ter dropp'd. Then the Queftion being put for allowing Sir 
John Blunt loool. it was carry'd in the Affirmative, by 138 
Votes againft 94. 

June I . In a grand Committee of the South-Sea Su0erers 
Bill, the Commons refum'd the Confideradon of what Al- 
lowances fhould be given to the late Diredtors out of their 
Eftates; and, continuing in the alphabetical Order, began 
with Sir Robert Chaplin. Lord Molefworth, and Sir John 
Eyles, Member for Chippenham, having fpoke in his Favour, 
it was agreed, without dividing, to allow him 1 0,000 1. and 
the fame Allowance was given to Sir William Chapman, Mr 

Chefter, and Mr Child. A Motion bemg made to give Mr 

dIJu^c?^*^ De la Porte the like Sum, the Lord Molefworth was for rt* 
14 Molefworth. dudng it to 7000 1. but upon the Queftion, whether to allow 
him 1 0,000 1. or 7000 1. it was carry'd for 1 0,000 1. by 
1 50 Votes againft 69. Mr Eyles*s Cafe appearing in a £i« 
vourable Light, he was allow'd 20,000 1. without dividii^ s 
and Mr E^ondfbn's Eflate amounting to little more than 
5000 1. it was mov'd to allow him the whole, and to leave him 
out of the Bill ; but after fome Debate^ it was agreed to al- 
low 
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low Mm only 3000 I Tktn the Queftfon wns pui; whether abud^. c^.u 
to allow Mr Gibbon 15,0001. or lOjOooL and it was rt- v j^'* j 
iblv'd for the latter without dividing. It appealing that Mr D^^atTSC^rrir 
Gore aiid Sir William Haiimiond had little or no Share in }^ Mr oibbon^ 
the fraudulent Contriviinces of the leading Dire&rs, the iirfl sw w 'SqiBiond, 
was allowM 20,000 L the other 10,000 L It was propos*d 
to give Mr Hawes 1 000 h But Sir Nathaniel Gould having Debate concem- 
obferv'd, that he was very nftive in the late vile Praaices, s^^^^"g'^ 
and had occafion'd the Ruin of many People, particularly of 
Tome Gentlemmi h^ had been under in the Navy-Office, Mj" i^0„. ■ ■ 
Docmmicque mov*d thereupon, and it was agreed, without di* 
viding, to allow him only 3 1 1. being the odd Money of the 
Particulars of hh EJtatc. Lord Hinchingbroke and Sir Robert Dtbut concern- 
Rich fpoke in Favour of Mr Horfey, and mov'd for allowing *^ ^^^ Horfey. 
him 10,000!. which was cany'd, without dividing s after s^SfRSS^^^ 
which it was debated, whether to allow Mr H<^ditch 500 L i^^^^^ «aicer«- 
1000 1. or 5000 i the Voices were equally divided^ viz. 86 ^"e^trH^i*iitvii. 
and 86j upon which Mr Clayton, the Chairman, g^v^e the 
cafting Vote for 5000 1. 

Jitne 2. The Commons, in a grand Committee, proceeded o^b:,^ cmcerti. 
on the fame Affair, and began \vith Sir Theodore Janffen : ^"ssirT.jinfleu. 
Mr Horatio Walpole and Sir Richard Steele having fpoke in sj/r, su^*^ 
his Favour, they were anfwef d by General Rofa and Sir Jo* ^j. j^u^ 
feph Jekyl! 1 but Mr Tretichard moving for allowing lum ^ !>€&£&, 
50,000 1. and the Queftion being put thereupon, it was car* 
ry*d in the Affirmative, by a Majority of 134 Vot«s againil 
118. 

Sir Jacob Jacobfon being one of chofe who had the leall ^^^^^ ewwcm- 
Share in the Management of the fraudulent Scheme, Mr '""^^^^y*^^^ 
Hungerford jnov'd to allow him 1 i^ooo L which was all his 
El!ate, except 481 I 4 s. which was agreed to without a 
Negative* 

Mr Ingram'^s Cafe being much the like, Mr Pultcney mov'd pclate wnccn^i 
for allowing him 1 z,ooo L near three fourths of his Elfcate, '"^" ^ "^*^^ 
and being fecondcd by Lord Hinchingbrokcp it was cany'd 
without dividing. 

The next waa Sir John Lambert ; Some Memben were hx- y^J ^^g ^ 
din'd to believe him innocent, as to the firft Projeflion of the 
villainous Scheme, and thereupon a Motion was made to pv& 
hitti 20,000 L fome would have reduc'd it to lOjOOo 1. lonie 
to 5000 1* and fome to 3000 L But at lail the Queftion be- 
ing put for 5000 L it was cany'd without dividing. 

Then it was mov'd, and carry *d without Oppofition, w pehii* Mnam- 
allow SirHarcourt Mailer 5000 L and m the fame Manner ^*dMfl£'fu5?" 
Mr Moricy had- 1 80a L allowM him. 

A Member having mov'd to allow Mr Page 10,000 1, ano- f^i^^'^J^ 
(her would have reduced it to 5000 1 t'ut ^le Qaelligi) being 

Vol. I, I i pu^ 
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pat, which of the two Sums fhould be given him^ it was 
cany'd for 10,000 1. without a Divifion. 

Col. Raymond was next ; and his Cafe appearing fevour- 
ablc Mr Heyftiam mov'd for allowing him 30,000]. and 
being feconded fey Mr Tuflhel, Sir Robert Raymond, and 
Mr Hungerford, no Oppofition was made to Mr Heyiham's 
Motion. 

After this, Mr Sloper mov'd for allowing Mr Read 10,000 1. 
and, being back'd by Sir John Ward and Mr Docminicque, 
the feme Was cany'd without any Debate. 

In the like Marnier the Sum of 14,000!. was allow*d to 
Mr Reynolds. 

^/re 3. Mr Hungerford having mov'd for allowing Mr 
Sawbridge 1 0,000 1. he was oppos'd by Mr Lowndes, Lord 
Molefworth, Sir Adolphus Oughton, and Mr Horatio Wal- 
poK : But at laft, a Member moving for 5000 1. it was agreed 
to without dividing. In the fame Manner the Sum of 1 5,000!. 
was al]ow*d to Mr Tillard, and 800 1. to Mr Turner, 
which was near his whole Eilate. 

Having gone through with the Direftors, the Committee 
plDceeded to Mr Surman, the Deputy Cafhier, whofe Cafe 
occaiion'd a Debate of about an Hour and a half Mr Grey 
Nevffle, who (poke moft in his Behalf, reprefented, * Tliat 
in the Courfe of the whole Af&ir he had only adled as a 
Servant, and by the Command either of Mr Knight, or of 
the Direftors, and therefore ftrenuoufly iniifled, that he 
might be left out of the Bill.* Mr Arthur Moore ^ke 
likewise in his 'Favour, and mov'd to allow him 30,000 1. 
Mr Hungerford Would have reduced it to 20,000 1. Mr 
Lechmere to iz,oool. another Member to 10,000 1 and 
another to J; 000 1. All thefe were oppos'd by Sir Jofeph Je- 
kyll, Serjeant Pengelly, and Mr Horatio Walpole, who 
would not have aUow'd him above 20 1. or 30 1. At lail, 
the Qudtion being put for allowing him 5000 !. it was a- 
greed to without dividing. 

Jufte 6. Upon hearing the Merits of the controverted 
Efc6lion of Boralfton in Devonfhire, [See Page 246.] it was 
rrfolv'd, that Mr Broderick was duly elefted. 

yine 10. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, confider'd farther of the South-Sea Sufferers BiU, 
particularly with Relation to the Allowances to be given 
to Mr Grigfby. Mr Arthur Moore mov'd to allow him 
1 0,000 1. but another Member faid, ' That fince tliat 
Upflart was once fo prodigally vain as to bid his Coachman 
feed his Horfes with Gold, no doubt but he could feed os 
It himfelf J and therefore he mov'd, that he might be al- 
lowed as much Gold as he could eat^ and that the reft of 
Lis Eilate might go towards the Relief of the Sufferers.* 

After 
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Afcer this a Motion being made for allowing him 2000 J, It 
was carried withoiit a Divilion, 

Mr AiiUbie's Cafe came next under Confideration. Mr 
Robert Walpole mov*dj that fo much of his Eftate might be 
aJlow'd him, 2.B he wa^ pof&fs'd of towards the Enc^ of the 
Year 1719, before the Soath-Sea Bill was brought in^ and 
thii Motion was back'd by Mr Erle^ Sir Charles Hothain, 
Mr Lowndes, Mr LcchmerCj Mr Ward, and Mr Palmer, 
On the other hand^ Mr Freeman mov'd, that all he had 
got fifice the Year 171 4^ might be confifcated and apply 'd 
to the Ufe of the Publick j and he was fupported by Sir 
Jofeph Jekyll, who urgM * That it was in the Power of 
the Lords of the Treafury to have prevented the Mifchlef 
thac had been done by the JDiredlors/ Mr Broderick, Mr 
Sloperj Sir William Wyndham^ and fome others, fpoke on 
the fame Side» and the Queilion being put, that all the EUate 
which Mr Aiflabic was poJTefs'd of in the Year 1719, be 
left for him and his Family » the fsime^ upon a Diviiion, 
was carry 'd in the Negative by a Majority of t B Votes, 
Then another Motion was made, and the Quellion put^ for 
allowing him and his Family all the Eflare he was poflefs'd 
0f on the ioth of Odober 1 7 1 8, which was carry 'd in the 
Affirmative by a Majority of 1 13 Vdces againU 95, 

The following is the Balance of the Ellates of the late 
Sub-Governor, Deputy- Governor, Biredors^ Deputy-Cafhier^ 
and Accomptant, of the South-Sea Company, as delivered 
upon Oath to the Barons of the Exchequer j together with 
the Allowance made, by the Committee, to each Per fon out 
of their rcfpe£Uve Eflaies. 
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Ring*! Meflags for 
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den, and for &tif- 
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: yune 16. Mr Methuen delivered to the Houfe the fot 
lowlng Meflage from his Majefiy, viss. 

GEORGE R. 

His Majefty having taken the ftrfk Opportunity upcm 
the Death of the late King of Sweden, to rentw the 
£*5ro5i?^bSt *' ^cient Alliances between this Kingdom and Sweden, and 
^\ accouirtrf ihe^ " having ftipulated by a Treaty to pay a Subfidy to that 
**^ Crown, hath order'd that Treaty to be laid before the 
^* Houfe of Commons, and hopes, At>m their known ZtCdl 
** and Affedion for the Proteflant Religign, and the true 
** Inteieft of their Country, that they will enable him to 
. ** shake good the Engaginnents he has entered into upon this 
*< OccafioD. 

'* His Majefty being mform'd that two Ships called TAe 
" Brifio/ lAercbant aiS Turkey Merchant^ now lying under 
'^ Quarentiiie, did arrive bom Cyprus, and other F^tsof 
«* Turky, infcfted with the Plague, and have Cotton, Wod, 
^ and other Goods 00 fioard which are dangerous to ^ead 
^ the Infedion ; and ^nceiving it neceflary, for the Prc» 
^* iervation of the Hpal^ of his Subjedls, th#t the fakLShipa 
;^ aod their JUiiin^ bp buiBt and dcftroy'd^ and tluit a re«- 

fomUile 
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" fondle Satisfedion bt given to the Owners, hath, by Ad- 
** rice of his Privy-Council, caused che Value chereof to be 
** computed by his Majefly's Officers, and orderM thofe 
" Computations to be laid before the Houfe of Coimiions, 
" thai Froviiion may be made for fatisfying the kme, 

MoH of the Members, who expefted a Mcflage of another 
Nature J and that they were to be acquainted with the near 
Profpeft of a Peace in the North, were not a little furpriz*d 
at this Demand of a Subfidy for Sweden : Hereupon the 
Confideration of the faid l^eiTage was put oW to the next 
Ihy ; and Mr Methuen havmg, with the faid MefTage, de- 
livered the feveral Papers, with a Schedule tjf them, the 
fame was read, and it was ordered. That the faid Papers 
do lie on the Table, to be perused by the Members of the 
Houfe. 

yuite 17* The Houfe proceeded to confider the King's 
Meflage of the Day before, which was again read by Mr 
Speaker. The Copy of the Treaty between Great Britain and 
Sweden J January 21, 1719-zo, and of its feparate Articles^ 
were aJfo read : And a Motion being made, ' That 
a Supply be granted to his Majefty, to make good the En- 
gagements he had entered into with the Crown of Sweden ; 
and to give a reafonabte Satisfaftion to the Owners of the 
Ships cali'd, T/je Brifisi Merchant, and The Turkey Merchant, 
in cafe it were found neeeiTary for the Prefervation of the 
Health of his Majefty' s Subjeds, that the faid Ships and their 
Ladings ibouJd be burnt and delboyed.' This Motion occa- 
fion*d a long Debate. Mr Shippen, Sir William Windham, 
Sii* Jofeph Jekyll, Lord Molefworthj and Mr Butler, Member 
for SuiTex, who were againft the Motion^ deiif d to know^ 
* Whether wc were to give 7/,ooo L to Sweden, befides the 
maintaining a great Fleet with 6000 Seamen in the Baltick, 
which they thought a fufficient Charge to the Nation, with- 
©ut paying fo great a SubJidy ? Urging, * That before this 
lafl Treaty with bwedcn^ there had been a Rupture betu een 
the two Nations ; and Hollilities and great Depredations 
committed by the Swedilh Privateers on our Merchants ; fo 
that before any Subftdy be given to that Crown, Accounts 
ought fij^ to be Hated and fettled, and it might appear upon 
the Balance, that Sweden is indebted to us/ To this it was 
smAver'd, by Mr Robert Walpole, Mr Horatio Walpole, Mr 
Leehmcret Lord Harrington, and other Courtiers, * I'hat the 
Sabfidy allowed 10 Sweden by this lall Treaty, and the Squa* 
dj€n fcnt to their Alfilfence, was no more tlian had been fti- 
pubted bv former Engagements ; but chat the faid Subfidy 
11*35 not likr to be demanded any more, the Frclimjnaries of 

the 
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Jtme 22. Mr Parrer rqwrted the two forqfoing Refdir 
^^^_^^,^^^ tions, which being agreed to, Mr Lotindes made a Motion 
TheYork-Bttiu- ^or adding a ClauTe to the Malt-dill, for enabling the Com- 
^iJe^nXiS" W^y ^^ ^^^^ Buildings to difpofe of Part of the forfeited 
S^'^tofc hkh ™*^®^ ^ x!titm purchafed, by felling Annuities by Way of 
theyhadparcLsM, Lottery : This was opposed by Mr Arthur Moore, and fame 
MrWaycfUtteiy.^jjjj^y Members; but Mr Hutchefon and Mr Lechxncrc ha- 
ving back'd Mr Loundes's Motion, the fame lipon a Divifion 
was carry^d by a Majority of 90 Voices againft 66, and af- 
terwards pafsM into a Law. 
The Hode agree June 28. .The Houfe Went through all the Schedules of 
tei'toASAitow. ^^e Eftates of the late Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor, 
D^ws^xwot ^^rcdlors, &c. of the South-Sea Company, and agreed with 
li^AfteiC sfrLam- the Committee, as to the Allowances given them, [S^e p. 
iS£»^Bi^*Md^ 251] except Mr Aftell's, to whom they gave f 0,000 1. Sir 
Mr Hawes. Lambert BlackweU, who had 15,000 1. Sir John Blunt, who 

got 5000 1. and Mr ' Hawes 5000' 1. It was mov'd to reduce 
Sir Theodore Janfien^s Allowance to 30,000 1. but upon a 
Divifion, it was carry'd in the Negative by a great Majority. 
ACtofctofav<mr Then a Claufe was offer'd by Colonel Earle, to be ad- 
ded to the Bill, in ^vour of Mr Aiflabie, viz. for excepting 
from the Forfeiture, his Country Hoiife, Gardens, and Park, 
as alfo his Lady's Jewels and Houihold Goods ; which was 
brought up and read, and a Debate arifmg thereupon, the 
fame was adjoum*d to the next Day, when, it was agreed 
to without any Diviiion. 
DdttteeoncerninK This being over, the Remainder of the Sitting was {pent in 
rftbSjfSSi^rt! a Debate of near three Hours upon the Queftion, whether ai 
the Bill flood, to veft the forfeited Eftates in Truftees, or to 
muld the late Directors and others, at a certain Sum ? A 
Claufe for the Mul£t was offered by Mr Hutchefon, who pro- 
posed a Million and Half Sterling, Sir Thomas Crofs mov'd 
for 1,400,0001. but not agreeing upon the Sum, the Debate 
was adjourned to the third of July. 
Debate concernins Juij 3. The Houfe refum'd the adjoum'd Debate upon the 
MrCraggs^sEflate. Q^^fg ^^^,.^1 ^^ ^c added to the Sufferers Bill, viz. That the 
Eflate of which the late Mr Craggs, fenior, was poiTeisM in 
October 1 7 19, be vefted in the Hands of the Truftees ap- 
pointed by this Bill to diipofe of the Eftates of the late ui- 
redors ; which being ftrenuoufly o}^)osM by the Court Party, 
was, upon a Diviiion, carry 'd in the Negative, by 104 Voices 
againft 90. 
twteteontbePK» "TYsea Sir John Eyles, Bart. *, Member for Chippenr 
•o£a ft?iayiiw? ham, proposed. That a Claufe for vefting the Eftates of the 
Mu^joatte 8.3. fQff^itiug Perfons in themfelves, and only laying a Muld up- 
on 
• Ont of the Gmmiffimm fit fi&t fi^ed I^ftaUs^ ioid Skb^Govtrmor tf 
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on them, might be read, which being done accordingly. Sir Anno 7. Ceo. i. 
Thomas Crofs, Member for Weftminfter, fpoke to it, and V,„^-\/i^v^ 
fuggcfted, * That it were.more advantageous to the Publick, sir T.crofi. 
either to muldt the Diredors, or to allow them 1 5 per Cent, 
out of their Eftates for prompt Payment :' But ^his being warm- 
ly oppos'd by Mr Jeflbp f , Member for Aldbrough, Mr Mil- Mr jdBTop. 
ner. Sir Nathaniel Gould, and Lord Molefworth, the Mo- sk^Sl'Soidii. 
tion for reading the faid Claufe a fecond Tune was rejedled ^^^ MoidWorth; 
without a Divmon. 

yu/y 6. The engroffed Sufferers Bill was read a third Time Sf ?iSSS3 
with a new Title, viz. A Bill, For raifing Money upon the Tiine,andi»i»'(i. 
Eftates of the late Sub-Governor^ Deputy-Governor, Direc^ 
tors, &c. which, with other Amendments, was pafs'd and 
fent up to the Lords by Mr Clayton. It is obfervable, that 
after the third Reading over of the whole Bill, which took up 
above two Hours, Mr Milner proposed a Rider to be added 
to it, importing. That the Houihold Goods, Plate, Linen, 
&c. of the I](ire^rs, might be excepted out of the Bill ; 
but this Motion was rejedied with Difdain. 

July 1 1 . Mr Methuen acquainted the Houfe, That he 
had a MeiTage flgn'd by his Majefly, which was read by 
Mr Speaker as follows : 

GEORGE R. 
" T TIs Majefty finds it neceffary to acquaint his loyal SjJSSgtoSii 
** JljL Houfe of Commons with the Difficulties he labours Cnrii Lift Defalk 
" under, by Reafon of Debts contraded in his Civil Go- 
** vemment, which being computed to Lady-Day laft, do 
** amount to more than Eve hundred and fifty thoufand 
« Pounds. ' 

" If the Provifion, made by an A61 of the laft Seifion of 
" Parliament, for difcharging this Debt, had not hitherto 
** prov'd in a very great Degree iheffedual, his Majefty 
** had not been under a Neceflity of applying again to Par- 
** liament upon this Occafion ; but being refoTv'd to cauie a 
** Retrenchment to be made of his Civil Lift Expences for 
** the future, and findirtg that fuch a Retrenchment cannot 
*' wdl be effected, without difcharging the prefent Arrears, 
" has order'd the Accounts thereof to be laid before the 
** Houfe, and hopes ]ie may be impowerM to raife re^dy 
** Money for that Puipofe, on the. Civil Lift Revenues ; 
** which, to avoid the laying any new Burden on his People, 
** his Majefty propofes fhaU be replac'd to the Civil Lift, and 
" reimbursed, by a Dedudlion to be made out of the Salaries 
" and Wages of all Offices, and the Penfions, and other 
" Payments, fitMn the Crown." 
' Vol. L K k After 
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After the reading of this IMeflkge, Mr Shippen ftood up, 
and took Notice of this new and unufual Method of aik- 
ing for Money, not from the Throne, and, at the Beginning 
of aSeflion, as it had always been the Cuftom in former 
' Rpigns ; but now, by a Meffage, towards the End of the 
Seflion, when moft of the Members were gone Home : * Look 
round about the Houfe, Gentlemen, feid he, and fee how 
few Members are prefent, when a Bufoiefs of this Confcquence 
is to be debated.' But bcfides the Unfeafonablenefs of the 
Time, Mr Shippen obferv'd, « That this Meflage was no 
lefs extraordinary as to another Circumllance : for whereas 
the Ways and Means of raifmg Supplies were always left to 
' the Commons ; here, not only the Sum, but the Way of 
raifing it, was pointed out to them, which was making the 
Houfe a perfeft Parliament of Paris. That if Things were 
brought to that Pais, it might be eafy for any King, when- 
ever he thought fit, to make himfelf arbitrary, and abfolute 
Mailer of our Liberties and Properties : Concluding, he was 
fure, that the Gentleman, who had advis'd the aiking for 
fuch a Suhi, in that Manner, [meaning Mr Robert Wa^le"] 
would have been of a quite contrary Mind four Years ago ; 
[Seep, 138.] but that it was ufual for Men's Judgments to 
alter as their Intereils lead them.' But Mr Shippen not being 
feconded, it was refolv'd to take the King's Me^ge into Con- 
iideration the next Day, in a Committee of the whole Houfe. 
July 1 2. The Cbmmons, In a Grand Committee, took the 
The Houfe in a ^^^ Account and Meflage into Cbnfideration ; and Mr Ship- 
Grand Committee pen having fpoke much to the f«ne Purpofe, as he did the 
ati^Sciang's"' Day before, was aiifwer'd by Mr Robert Walpole, who 
^^^- ihew'd the Occafion, and Reafonablenefs of the King's Mef- 

Oebote thereon, fgg^^ the Tendcmefs and Regard his Majefty exprefs'd in it 
»^r!"^1c. ^^^ ^^ ^^® ^^ ^^^ Subjefts, and the Neceffity of complying 
with his Majefly's gracious Defires and Intentions. He was 
feconded by Mr Lowndes, who (aid, • That Six-pence in the 
Mr Lowndes. Pound on all the Civil Lift Funds,' would anfwer the Purpofe ; ' 
Mr Pdtene ^^^ ^ Pulteney, and Sir Jofeph JekyD, were of Opinion 

si/j.j^i* that it would not do, and therefore they mov'd for One 
Shillmg in the Pound ; adding, * That if this were too much 
for the prefent Occafion, the Overplus might go towards the 
A Motio fork • ^^c^^^c of the Publick Debts.' Mr Sloper upon this laft 
ing a T^ on ail* Conilderatiou, mov'd for One Shilling and Six-pence in the 
theCivaLiftPunds.p^^j^ and that the Tax might extend to all MiHtaiy Offi- 
' Debate thereon, cers, whofe Pay was above Ten Shillings a Day. This 
Mr R. Walpole. being oppos'd by Mr R. Walpole, Mr Sloper anfwer*d Mm, 
tsfrLmd^s. ^^ ^^ Lowndes iieplyM to Mr Sloper, whofe Motion 
Mr Arthur Mwff, was back'd by Mr Arthur Moore^, MemJber for Grimlby, 

and 
* A CqmpijfiQnp of Xr*h «nX JUvXaXm^ i«\U Efttgn of ^j^ttpAflvc^ 
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and Mr Heme ; but Mr Walpole, and Mr Lowndes, having Annoy. gm.i. 
again rq^ed^ Mr Sloper's Motion was dropt. Then the v.,,,^">^J-n^^ 
Queftion was put, whether one Shilling, or Six-Pence in the Mr Herne. 
Pound, be laid on all Payments out of the Civil Lift ,• and it Jjj 2w& 
was carried for one Shilling, by one Voice only, viz. iii 
Votes agamft i lo. After this, the mam Queftion was put, ^^c^lfSr 

* That one Shilling in the Pound be given on all Payments ^ pj,^!^^^^ 
out of the Civil Lift, towards a Fund for paying the Intereft on th^ cmi Ufi 
of 500,000 L and for finking Part of the National Debts, ^^^' 
which was carried by 153 Voices againft 63. 

July 14. Mr. Farrer reported the Refolution of the laid ^:^^^^^^^^ 
Conunittee, for a Tax of One Sfiilling in the Pound on all ingwiththeS^ 
Payments out of the Civjl Lift : Upon which Mr. Lowndes od»te' thereon. 
moved. That the Houfe do not agree with the Committee in 
the faid Refolution, and that the iaid Tax be altered to Six- 
pence in the Pound. Hereupon Mr. Hungerford took Notice, Mr Hongerfbrd. 

* That this Tax was inconfiftent with the Refolution taken 
this Seffionfor a Land-Tax, importing, That Three Shillings 
in the Pound, and no more, be laid on all Lands, Salaries, 
Penfions, &c. That there jivas, indeed, an Inftance of fuch^a 
Tax in the late Queen's Reign, when 500,000 1. were raifed 
much in the fameManner, for the Civil Lift ; but that this 
was then called Robinifm, [^the Earl ofOxfarSs Name, ivko 
€was then Prime Minifter^ being Robert] and he fear'd this 
would bear the {ame Name.* Mr. Treby * anfwer'd Mr. Mr Treby. 
Hungerford, as Nfr. Clayton, Member for Woodftock did Mr. Mrcuyton. 
Treby, who was anfwer'd by Mr. Henry Pelham t> and the MrPciham. 
latter by the Lord Stanhope ff. Hereupon Mr. Robert W4- JSluwSipSis. 
pole anfwerM moft of the Objedlions that had been offered qn 

the oppofmg Side. But Mr. Pulteney obferv'd, * That he ^^^'^^^r- 
had not always been of the Opinion he now feem'd to be of; 
that his Mind altered as he was in, or out of Place ; and as he 
might be out in a Twelve-month*s Time, fo he might then 
be of another Opinion.* To this Mr. R. Walpole reply'd, 

* That it was pbftible, indeed, he might be out again ; But 
whenever that happenM, he ihould be glad to refign to 
a Perfon of fo much Merit as Mr. Pulteney.* The latter re- 

tamM the Compliment; after which. Sir Jofeph Jekyll sirj.jdtyii. 
fpoke for the Motion of One Shilling in the Pound ; but the 
Queftion being put thereupon, it was carry'd in the Ne|;ative, 
by a Majprity of 132 Voices againft 83. And then it was Theii6ufereibive 
refolv'd, without dividing. That His Majefty be enabled to {feVS^TdteiJd 
raife any Sum not exceeding 500,000 1. to difcharce the Ar- «j*e civu mi 
rears and Debts upon the Civil Lift, by caufing a Deduflion, 
not exceedli^ Six-pence in the Pound, to be made out of 
K k 2 Salariesj 

• Secretffy st Wm'. 

f Appoinud mietftbe Cemmjponers (fthe Treafury iti this Sejfoih 

i1[ QiklmmrftbjfM'aMmlkrtiiilKir^ 
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Salaries, Wages, Penfions or other Payments from the Crown: 
I And a Bill was order'd to be brought in accordingly. 

July 21. The Bill for the faid Tax was read the third 
Time, pafs'd, and fent up to the Lords. 
The HfNxfe pre- ^*^ ^^' '^^^ Houfe prcfented to the King an Addrefs, 
^^thc Kingan reprefenting the State of the publick Credit, and their Refolu- 
ingtheStote^f^ tibns thereto relating, the Particulars of which may be found 
WbiickCrcdit. in ^Ya VO TES of this Seflion ; and alfo to requeft the King, 
That as the cftablilh'd Rules of Parliament made it imprac- 
ticable for them to prepare Bills for the Royal Affent during 
this Sefiion, for fome of the Purpofes contained in thofe Refo- 
lutions, his Majefly would be pleafed, as foon as the publick 
and private Bills depending were difpatch'd, to give them an 
early Opportunity of perfedling^that great and necefiary Work. 
July 29. The King came to the Houfe of Peers, and the 
Commons attending, the Speaker, upon prefenting the Civil 
LiH Bill to his Majeily, made the following Speech. 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
SLh^tS? ^ ' T70UR Majefty's moft Dutiful and Loyal Subjefts, the 
^^Qi^^ * \ Commons of Great Britain in Pariiament aflembled, 
®' * being fenlible of the great Debt upon the Civil Lift, oc* 

* cafion*d by the Calamity of the Times, which has dif- 
' abled the two Companies of Afturance to make good the 

* Money which they had ftipulated to pay to the Crown, 
« which, if it had been inlifted on, would have occafion'd 

* the Ruin of many Families, and would confequently have 

* been a great Obftrudlion to Trade ; And your Majefty 

* having always had fo much Goodnefs, as rather to wave 
« your own Right, than to exaft it, to the Prejudice of your 
' feithful Subjefts ; We have therefore, to make good that 

* Lofs, given your Majefty, and we humbly pray, that your 

* Majefty vyould be gracioufly pleafed to accept of. Six-pence 

* in the Pound, to be paid out of the Civil Lift, horn your 

* Faithful Commons, who will be always ready to fupport 

* your Majefty and your Government.' 

After which the Royal Aflent was given to an AGt^ For 
raifing Money upon the l^Jiates of the late Sub-Governor^ 
Deputy-Governor^ DireSors, Cajhier^ Deputy-Ca/hier, and 
Accomptant of the South-Sea Company, and of John jiifla- 
tie, Efqi and likenxjife of James Craggs y Senior, Efq\ deceased/ 
towards making Good the great Lofs and Damage fuftaiiCd by 
the faid Company ; and for difahling fuch of the faid Perfons 
as are living, to hold any Office or Place of Truft under the 
Crown, or toft or vote in Parliament for the future i and 
for other Purpofes in the faid A^ ^fcprefs'd: And to five other 
£iJJs. 

ML 
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And then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament *■»• t. oeo. l 

tothesxft. V^^-V'^i^ 

July 3 1 . The King came to the Houfe of Peers and made 
the following Speech. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" /nr^HE Occafion of my calling you together again fo ^1^^2*5? 
*« X fuddenly, is to give you an Opportunity of refum- Addrcfi^ tiie 
" ihg the Confideration of the State of PuUick Credit. ^^^^^ 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, '"^^^ ^^«^*' 

" The Progrcfs that you made in this Afiair during the 
** laft Seflion, laid fuch a Foundation of this neceflary Work, 
** that the World is fully apprized of what is reafonably to be 
" hoped for at this prefent ConjunAurc. 

My Lords and Gendemen, ^ 

" I muft recommend to you all poffible Difpatch, and am 
" perfwaded that at this Seafon of the Year, your Dclibe- 
'^ ration will be confined to what is abfolutely neceiTary upon 
** this extraordinaiy Occafion,"- 

The Commons being retum'd to their Houfe, refolv'd them- 
felves into a Grand Committee on his Majefly*s Speech, and 
came to feveral Refolutions thereupon for the re-eftabUfhing 
publick Credit, which afterwards paft into a Law. 

Auguft lo. The King came to the Houfe of Peers, with 
the ufud State and Solenmities, and the Commons being fent 
for up, and attending, the Lord High Chancellor, by his Ma- 
jefty's Command, read the following Speech to both Houfes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, -- 
** TAm glad that the Bufinefs of this and the former Seflion * 
" X is at length brought to fuch a Period, that I have now The King'* speeA 
** an Opportunity of giving you fome Recffs, after the great StC&S^ 
** Pains you have taken in the Service of me Publick. 

** The Conunon Calamity, occafion*d by the wicked £xe- 
** cudon of the South-Sea Scheme, was become fo very great 
^* before your Meeting, that the providing proper Remedies 
*^ for it was very difficult : But it is a great Comfort to me, 
" to obferve, that Publick Credit now begins to recover; 
'* which gives me the greatefl Hopes that it will be entirely 
" reflor'd, when all the Provifions you have mad^ for that 
*^ End, fhall be duly put in Execution. 

^' I have great Compaffion for the Su^ings of the Inno- 
** cent, and a juft Indignation againft. the Guilty ; and have 
'* readily given iny AfTent to fuch Bilk as you have prefented 
** to me, for punithing the Authors ef our late Misfortunes. 
** and for obtaining the Reftitution and Satis^i&ion due to 
^* thofe who have imn bjur*d Igr them, in fuch Manner as 
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AmiftS. cko. I. «« jon judged proper. I was, at the fame Time, willing and 
*7M. ^ ,, defirous, by my Free and General Pardon, to give Eafe and 
*' Quiet to the reil of my Subjeds, many of whom may, in 
*' fuch a general Infatuation, have been unwarily drawn in 
** to tranigrefsthe Laws. 

Qentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

" I return you my hearty Thanks for the Supplies yoK 
** have granted for the current Service of this Year ; and 
*' particularly for your enabling me to difcharge the DdbtB 
** and Arrears on the Civil LiS, and to make Good the £n- 
** gagements I was under for procuring Peace in the NcMth, 
** which, in all Probability, will now very foon be concluded. 
'* Thefe Inflances of your faithful Endeavours to ktpport the 
'' Honour and Dignity of the Crown, at Home and Abroad^ 
** are frefh Marks of your Zeal and Affedion to ray PeHiw 
** and Government. 

s My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** I take this Opportunity of acquainting you, that we 
** have renew'd all our Treaties of Commerce with Spain, 
*' upon the fame Foot as they were fettled before the late 
** War ; which 'mufl neceiTarily prove an immediate and 
*' valuable Advantage to the Trade and Manu&ftures of this 
" Kingdom. 

** I earaeftiy recommend to you all, in your feveral- Stati- 
*' ons, to fupprefs Profanenefs and Immorality, and tojnreierve 
*• the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom. 

*' You are all fenfible, that the Difcontents occafionM by 
'* the great LofTes that many of my Subjects have fofbun^di 
** have been indufbioufly rais'd and inflam'd by malicious and 
*' feditious Libels ; but I make no doubt, but that, by your 
*' prudent Condud in your feveral Countries, all the EnemieB 
** of my Government, who flattered themfelves they fliouU 
*' be able to talcft^ Advantage from our Misfortunes, and blow 
** up the Sufferings of my people into Popular Diicontent 
'* and Difaffedion, will be difappointed in their v^cked 
" Defigns and Expedations. 

And then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament 
to the 19th Day ofOdober. 
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SPEECHES and DEBATES 

In the Seventh Session of the 
Ftrft Tarliament of King G e o r g £ I. 

ON the 19th of Oftober the Parliament beuig met. Anno 8. Qco. i. 
the King came to the Houfe of Peers, and the Com- vJZ?>„^_ 
mons attending, his Majefty, by the Mouth of the ^^-^^r^^ 
Lord High Chancellor, made the following Speech to both 
^ Honfes. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
*• T Acquainted you, whefn we parted laft, with our having King's speech at 
•* £ renew'd all our Treaties of Commerce with Spain ; S^^mSu^' 
•* fmce which, Peace is happily reftor'd in the North, by 
** the Conclufion of the Treaty between the Czar and the 
** King of Sweden j and by that which I have made with 
" the Moors, a great Number of my Subjedls are delivered 
** from Slavery ; and all fuch of them as trade to thofe 
^ Parts of the World, are, for the future, fecur'd from 
** faSJ^ng under that dfeadfiil Calamity. 

" In this Situation of Affairs we (hould be extremely 
*' wanting to ourfdves, if we negkfted to improve the fa- 
** vourable Opportunity, which this general Tranquility 
** gives us, of extending • our Commerce, upon which the 
** Riches and Grandeur of this Nation chiefly depend. It 
'* is very obvious, that nothing would more conduce to the 
** obtaining fo publick a Good, than to make the Exporta- 
'* tion of our own' Manufadbires, and the Importation of 
** the Cbmmodities ufed in the Manufafturing of them, as 
" pradticable and eafy as may be 5 by this Means, the Ba- 
** lance of Trade may be prcferv'd in our Favour, our Na- 
** yigation increas'd, and greater Numbers of our Poor 
" employed. 

" I muft therefore recommend it to you. Gentlemen of 
** the Houfe of Commons, to confider how far the Duties 
" upon thefe Branches may be taken off, and replac'd, with- 
** out any Violation of publick Faith, or laying any new 
*' Burtiien upon my People. And I promife myfelf, that 
" by a due Cbnfideration of this Matter, the Produce of 
** thofe Duties, compared with the infinite Advantages that 
•* will accrue to the Kingdom by their being taken off", will 
*• be found fo inconfiderable, as to leave little Room for any 
*• Difficulties or Objeftions, 

** The 
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^'^ %z?^' ** ** ^^^ fupplying ourfelves with naval Stores, upon Terms 
~ * " the moft eafy and leafl precarious, feems highly to deferve 

the Care and Attention of Parliament. Our Plantations 
** in America naturally abound >vith moft of the proper 
** Materials for this neceffary and effential Part of our Trade 
*' and Maritime Strength ; and if, by due Encouragement, 
** we could be fiirniftiM from thence with thofe naval Stores, 
** which we are now oblig'd to purchafe, and bring from 
** foreign Countries, it would not only greatly contribute to 
*' the Riches, Influence, and Power of this Nation, but, 
** by employing our own Colonies in this ufeful and advan- 
** tageous Service, divert them from fetting up, and carry* 
** ing on Manufadlures which diredlly interfere with thofe of 
" Great-Britain. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

" It will be a great Pleafure to me, if, in raifmg tke Sup- 
** plies of this Year, it may be fo order'd, that my People 
** may reap fome immediate Benefit from the prefent Qr- 
** cumftances of Affairs Abroad. I have order'd Eftimates 
" to be prepar'd for the Service of the enfuing Year, and 
" likevvife an Account of the Debts of the Navy, to be 
** laid before you. You cannot but be fenfible of the ill 
** Confequences that arife from fuch a large Debt remain- 
*^ ing unprovided for ; aiid that as long as the Nzvy and 
" Vidiualling Bills are at a very high Difcount, they do 
*• not only afFeft all • otljer publick Credit, but greatly in- 
" creafe the Charge and Expence of the current Service. 
** It is therefore very fciuch to be wifh'd, that you could 
*' find a Method of difcharging this Part of the National 
" Debt, which, of all others, is the moft heavy and bur- 
" thenfbme, and by that Means have it in your Power to 
" eafe your Country of fome Part of the Taxcs^ whidi 
" from an abfolute Neceffity, they h^ve been ^ligM to 
" pay. 

My Ldrds and Gentlemen, 

** The unfpeakable Mifery ind Defolation that has of 
** late rag*d in fome Parts of Europe, cannot but be a fuffi- 
** cient Warning to us, to ufe all poflible Precautions to 
** prevent the Contagion from being brought in among us ; 
*' or if thefe Kingdoms iliould be vifited with fuch a fetal 
" Calamity, to be in a Condition, with the Blefling of God, 
*^ to flop its farther Progrefs. And as all other Provi£ons 
" will be altogether vain and fruitlefs, if the abominable 
" Pradice of running of Goods be not, at once, totally 
" fupprefs'd, I moft earneftly reconunend to you, to let no 
'^ other Confideration ftand in Competition with a due Care 
*= of preferving fo manv thoufand Lives, 

5' The 
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** The feveral .Affairs which I h^ve mention M to you, tuautt. Gco.l 
" being of the higheil and moll immediate Concern to 
** the whole Kingdom, I doubt not but you will enter into 
" the Confideration of them with that Tern per. Unanimity, 
*' and Difpatchj that the Necellity and Importance of them 
** retjuiie/* 

The Commons being return'd to thefr Houfe» Sir George sii-Oeoiteoxtn- 
Oxendenj Member for Sandwidi, mov'd for an Addiefs of AdirtS^'^* "^" 
Thanksj which was unanimouJIy agreed to. 

0^7* %o. Sir George Oxendenj Chairman of the Com- which bdofr tc- 
mittee appointed to draw up the faid Addrefa, reported the S'o^JmLcelfomc 
fame to the Hoyifi;^ and upon the Speaker's putting the ObjcaujM owrcto, 
Queftion, Whether this ihould pafs as the Addrefs of the 
Houfe ? Mr Arthur Moore, Member for Grimiby, faid^ ^ He 
thought the Expreffians relating to the preventing Running 
of Goods were too general j and that, in his Opinion, the 
beft Way to prevent that pern id on s Pra£tice, was to take off 
fome of the high Duties^ whereby the Temptation to Smug- 
gling wo aid Fery much abate ; fince People would not iliinlc 
it worth their w^hile to run great Hazards for a fmall Gain. 
And besides, if the Duties were Ieflen*d, the Importation^ 
in all Probability, would increafe proportion ably ; fo that 
ahe Culloms might amount to as much, with a fmaller Duty, 
as they do at prefent j and if they did not. Ways might be 
found to make up the Deficiency to the Crown/ Nothing 
of Moment was offered again It this Speech ; but, the Houfe 
not thinking it proper to enter then upon the Confideradon 
of that Matter, the Addrefs, as it had been drawn up, was 
approved, and the next D&y prefented to the King by the 
whole Houfe, as follows : 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 
' TJt/'^ y^^^ Majcily's moft dutiful and loyal Subjefls, The cpmmepj aX" 
' VV the Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament af- '^^ 
' fembled, beg Leave to return your Majefty our unfeigned 

* Thanks for your moll gracious Speech from the Throne. 

* We congratulate your Majel^y upon the Succefs that has 
' attended your unwearied Application for reftorrng Tran- 

* quility to Europe, for fecuring our Commerce by Treaties^ 

* and for relealing great Numbers of your Stibje^ from 

* Slavay among the Moors, and for delivering the trading 
' Part of the Nation from the Apprehenfions of the like 
' Calamity for the future ; which are fo many Indances gf 
' your Majelty's Goodnefs, in which all your Subjefls are fo 
' nearly concerned, that we are no lefs bound by IntereA, 
^ than led by Inclination and Daty^ moll thankfully t& 

'** Vot, I* LI * acknowledge 
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' ackflowleilge thefe happy Efieds of your MajeHy^s Care 
' for your People. 

* Your Majefty's retoininending to us to improve the ge- 
' neral Tranquility Abroad, towards extending and enlarging 
' oar Commerce, is an additional Proof, how much your 
' Majeily has the real Intereil of Great-Britain at Heart, 
^ in all your Counfels and Undertakings. 

* Your Commons -are throughly fenfible that our Poor 
cannot be fufHciently employed, nor the Balance of Trade 

' be long preferv'd in our Favour, while fuch Duties are 

' continued, as either clog the Exportation of our own 

Manu&dlures, or render the Manufacturing of them at 

Home lefs eafy and pradicable ; and they will moft chear- 

fully apply tliemfelves to conAder how far iiich Duties 

can be taken off and replaced, without laying any new 

' Burthen on your People, or violating the publick Faith ; 

' haying great Reafon to promife thcmfelves, that the free 

' Circulation of Trade, which muft naturally fucceed upon 

^he taking off this PrefTure, will, in a ihort Space of 

Time, compenfate any Diminution of the Culloms, which 

this Alteration mayoccafion for the prefent. 

* And lince the Trade, Navigation, and Safety of this 
Nation muH remain, in fome Meafure, precarious, as long 
as we are under the Neceflity of purchafing and importing 
all our naval Stores from foreign Countries, your Majefty's 
moft faithful Commons will do their utmofl Endeavours, 
that this important and beneficial Branch of Trade may 
be fupply'd from your Majefty's Plantations in America, 
and thereby divert our Colonies from fetting up Manu- 
factures, which directly interfere with thofe of their 
Mother-Country. 

* Your Majeffy*s tender Concern to have tlie Supplies of 
this SefHon fo ordered, that your Subjects may be among 
the earlieft in reaping the ham>y Eftedb of the general 
Tranquility Abroad, cannot fell of exciting in your 
feithful Commons a Defire of making fuitable Retunis, 
by proceeding, with all Alacrity, to grant the neceffaiy 
Supplies for the current Service of the Year, and for dif- 
charging the heavy Debt of the Navy : And we find our- 
felves engag'd, by all the Ties of Duty and Intereft, to 
fecond your Majefty's provident Intentions, for fuppreffing 
the infamous and pernicious Piadtice of Running Goods ; 
which, befides that it defrauds the publick Revenues and 
difcourages the honeft Trader, may, at this JunCture, m^ 
danger the Health and lives of many Thoufands of your 
Majefty's innocent Subje^. 

* The feveral Points which your Majefty has been graci^ 
oufly^pleas'd to recozxunend to vs, cany in them facb^ cvi« 

* dent 
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* dent Mark^ of your Majefty's paternal and moft afFedHonatc Annpg. Ceo;i. 

* Concern for your People, and are of fuch lafting Conie- v^xJ^^s^ 

* quence to the Welfare and Safety of this Nation, that we r^^^^^ 

* fhould be inexcufable, if we did not, by a ready Concur- 
' rence on our Parts,, do all in our Power to render thefe your 

* Majefty's moft gracious Purpofes ^IFedual ; and proceed 

* in the Confideration of th?m with fuch Temper, Uriani-. . - 

* mity, and Difpatch, as may fully anfwer ypyr Majefty's v^ 

* Expeditions, and defeat the Defigns of thofe who hope / ' 

* for any other Contentions amongu ' us, but of Zeal and 

* AfFeftion towards your Majeily's iacred Perfon and Gqh 

* vemment.* 

To which the King gave this Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
" T Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- I^g^'*^^., 
** X ^reis, and for the Affurances you give me of gpin^ 
** through the weighty Affairs now before you with Unani- ^ 

** mity and Difpatch ; and I promife myfelf, from you^ 
** experienc'd Zeal and Application, that my good Wi(hes 
" for the Welfare and Proiperity of my People, will be rpn- 
" der'd effeaual." "' ' " 

O^. 23. A Motion was made for a Supply to be. granted 
to his Majefly, which was unanin^oufly agreed to. 

0£f. 27. The Commons, in a Grand Conunittee, cohfider'^d of 
the Supply to be granted to his Majeily; and, in the firfl Place, DeuteintiicConi. 
went upon the State of the Debt of the Navy, as it fte^ on ^^ «f ^x . 
the 30th of September 1721, which amounted to afeou^ ^bts of$« Ka^j. 
1,700,0001. Hereupon Mr Freeman flood up, and with MrFtecmw, 
fome Warmth animadverted upon the Perfbns concerned in 
that Part of the Adminifbration, faying, amongother Things, 

* It was Matter of Wonder, how fo great a Debt could be 
incurr*d, when the Parliament had provided for what had 
been defir'd upon that Head.' He was feconded by Mr 
Shippen, who hinted, ' That fuch extraordinary Expences MrSUppen, 
could not be for the inmiediate Service of Great-Britain, but 

in all Probability, for the Prefervation of fome foreign Ac- 
quifitions.' Mr Plummer anfwer'd them. UjSui which Sir j^^pj^^^^ 
Jofeph Jekyll faid, • That he was not agaiofl providing for sir j. jekyu.* 
any jufb publick Debt ; but that, in his (pinion, they could 
not anfwer it, either to themfelves, or thofe they had the 
Honour to reprefent, if they gave away the Nation's Money 
blindfold ; and therefore he defir'd, that the Houfe might 
be informed, how fo great a Debt had been contradted ? ' To 
this Mr R. Walpole replied, * Nothing in the. World was,^,^^^^^ 
more reafonable i and therefore he back'd the Motion for 

LI 2 VcdNLVDv'^ 
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haying a particular Account of that Debt laid before the 
Houfe { but, in the mean Time, he might affare them, that 
near 1,100,000 1. of it was contra^d in the laft Reign ; and 
as the Perfons now in the Adminiflration, were not anfwer- 
able for that Part, neithier did they defire that above one 
Million of it fhpuld be this Year provided for.' Hereupon 
S"tt>^^'?i?pSiS *® Queftion being put. That one Million be granted towards 
the Debts of ie paying off tjie Deot of the Navy, it was carry 'd without di- 
fireS^oatiat^ca^viding : Then the Speaker having refum'd the Chair, it wa^ 
*^°' refplv'd, according to Sir Jofeph Jekyll's Motion, to addrefs 

his Majefty for an Account of all Money granted by Parlia,- 
/ ment for the Service of the Navy, firom the firft Day of Ja- 
nuary 1 710 ; and how far the faid Money has been iffued for 
that Purpofe, and what the Excefe of the Expence above the 
Provilion made by Parliament has every Year amounted to, 
. ... at)d what were the Caufes of fuch Excefs. 

O^f?. 3 1 . The Order of the Day being read, for the Houft 
to reCplve itfelf into a Grand Committee, to confider farther 
of the Supply granted to his Majefty, the feveral Eftimates 
ind Accounts relating to the Land- Forces, Chelfea-Ho(pital 
arid reduc'd Officers, were referred to the faid Committee : 
But a Motion being made by Mr Treby, that the Speaker dp 
now leave the Chair, the* fame was oppos'd by Mr Freeman, 
who defir'd that this Affair might be put off, at leaft till the 
Friday following, urging, ' That there had not been fufficient 
Time aUow'd to the Members to perufe the feveral Accounts 
and Eftimates, and, confequently, they were not prepared to 
give their Opinion thereupon.' He was feconded by Mr 
Heyfham ; but Mr Yonge anfwer'd them both ; Mr Jefferies 
having replied to Mr Yonge, he was anfwer'd by Mr Treby, 
the latter by Mr Shippen ; to whom Mr R. Walpole having 
replied, the Queftion was, at laft, put upon Mr Treby's Mo- 
tion, and carry 'd in the Affirmative, by 120 againft 40. 
The Houfe having thereupon refolvM itfelf into a Grand 
Coflimittee, MrFarrer in the Chair, MrTreby mov'd, *That a 
Supply be granted for the fame Number of Forces as were 
provided for laft Year, viz. 14,294 Men, including Com- 
miffion and Non-Conmiiffion Officers, and 1859 Invalids. 
This was agaig oppos'd by Mr Freeman, who alledg'd, * That 
confidering the general Tranquility, both at Home and 
Abroad, the Nuniber of Land-Forces might be reduc'd, and 
Part of that Expence apply 'd to uiore important Ufes :' But 
he, was anfwer'd by Mr Horatio Walpole ; and the C^eftion 
being put, Mr Treby's 'Motion was, upon a Divifion, car- 
ry 'd by a Majority of 121 Votes againft 37. 

Nouemher 9. A Bill, 7<7 enable his Majefty effe5iually t9 
frohihit Commerce 'witb any Country^ as he Jkall think necef- 
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/ary^ in srdir U pri^int the Contagii 
Khtgism^ was read the firft Time. 

A^. 13. The Bill J ^u frenient the Ctrntaghn^ Sec. was 
read a fecond Time, and committed to a Commictee of the 
whole Houfe. 

AW, 17. Sir Gilbert Heathcote ftood up, and fet forth , m'^/'^*^'* 
' That iince the Ruffia Company liad engrofsM the Trade to for the encijatagiM 
that Cotintry, the Tar was raised above double the Price it Jtr^TsSJ^"^ 
bore when the Tj^ade was open. That, befides, while we 
fetched our naval Stores from Ruilia^ it was in the Power of 
the Czar, not only to fet what Price he pleas'd upon them, 
but even to prevent our having them at all, in Cafe we fliould 
be at War, cither with him, or any of his Allies ; or, at 
leaft, to hinder our having them, unlefs brought over and 
imported in his own Veficis ; which, he faid^ that he 
wai informed the Czar now infilled upon. That therefoine» 
iince thefe Commodities were fo abfolutely neceffary for our 
Navy, it was not fitting we ihould lie at the Mercy of a 
foreign Prince for them ; efpecially, fmce we could he fup- 
ply'd with them from our own Plantations, and upon eafier 
Terms : For whereas we now pay for tlie naval Stores from 
Ruffia moilly in ready Money, we might have them from 
New-Englajid, and other Englilh Pkntations in America, in 
Exchange for our own Manufadlures ; whereby we fliould not 
only encourage his Majclly^s Subjects abroad, and divert 
them from fet ting up and cariying on Manufaflures which 
dirc€Uy interfere with thofe of Great Britain, but alfo em- 
ploy our Poor at Home :* Concluding, with a Motion for 
bringing in a Bill, For giving fart btr Entmrugimint fir ibe 
Imponathn 0/ Na*uai Stores ; which being feconded, tJie laid 
Bill was order'd to be brought in* 

Then the Houfe refolv 'd itfelf into a Grand Committee, Debate en the Bin 
upon the Bill, Jo prevent the Contagion ieing brought in fa f ^^ ^ **" 
this Kingdom^ Mr Sandys in the Chair. A Claufe being of- 
ferM to be ijiferted in the Bill, impo wiring the King to order 
his Officers to fire upon, and fmk any Ship coming from an 
infe^ed Place, Sir Gilbert HeacJicote movM, and was Seconded ^^ ^ Hrtth«teT 
by Sir Nathaniel Gould, and Mr Chifwell, Member for sir nicIi, GouU. 
Calne, aU Turky Merchants, * That there might be an Ex- 
ception as to the Ships of the Turky Company ; alledging, 
that many of them were abroad, which they expected home 
very fpeedily^ and which could not have Notice of this Law, 
They urg'd befidcs, that to allow the finking and defboying 
all Ships coming from infefted Places, was, in Effe^, to pro- 
hibit all Commerce with Turky, where it was known by 
every Body, that the Plague was always in fome Part or 
other ; whereby we Ihould lofe the moft beneficial Branch of 
our Trade, and wWch look off fc BiucK of our Woollen Ma- 
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^p «. Geo. I. nufa^rc' To this it was anfwerM, by Sir Phib'p Yorke, 
J^l^^^^s^ ^^ M*" Y'onge, * That there was a vaft DifFerence between 
the common Plague, which is Epidemical ip Turky, ^d the 
Contagion which at prefent rages in the South Parts of 
France, to prevent the bringing over of which this Bill was 
chiefly intended. That therefore it might be left to the 
Difbretion qf the King and his Miniilers to ad in that Mat- 
ter as they fliould fee Occafion, and to give Direftiqns ac- 
Mr T. 9toiakk. cordingly by Proclamation :' And Mr Thomas Broderick, 
^ddcd, * TJ^at foi* his Part, he was more afraid, tliat in this 
Cafe, as on other Occafions, the King ^ould be too merci- 
ful, rather than too fevere.' Hereupon the Bill was gone 
through. Then, upon the Queilion, when the Amendment 
fnade thereto fliould be reported. Sir Gilbert He^ithcote and 
thiey who were agamft the Bill infilled to have it put oJF, 
that there might be more Time to confider of any Objcftions 
that might be made againft it : But Mr Broderick faid, ' He 
thought no Tiqie ought to be loft in a Cafe of this Nature, 
wherein the Lives ofus all were concem'd : That for his 
Part fie wifliM the Bill could obtain the RoyalAiTent that ve- 
ry Day ; and therefore mov'd, * That it be reported the next 
J&ay, which being order'd accordingly, the faid Amendments 
were then agreed to, and the Bill orderM to be engroisM. 
TiieBiiitopfevent ^ov, 20. The Commons read the third Tijne, j^fs'd, and 
SdrSTe,'^'***^^^ up to the Lords, the Bill, To enable his Majefty effeau- 
BifivL ally to prohibit Commerce^ for the Space of one Year^ *witi 

any Country that is, orjhall he, infeSled luith the Flague, 
December 13. A Petition of the Quakers, in Behalf of their 
ABfflonierM f'nends, who fcHiple , the Form*of folcmn Affimution, viz. 
be broaght in, in tiic Words, In the Prefence of Almighty God, was prefented 
fiwarotiiicQua^ to the Houfc, and read, praying, that Leave be given to 
bring in a ^iV* ^9^ granting the faid People fuch Form of 
Affirmation or Declaration, as may remove thofe Difficultits 
njubich many of them lie under ; or fuch other Relief as to 
the Houfe fliouId feem meet : This Petition was fpoke to by 
MrhT^ik. ^^^ John Ward, and Mr Heyfliam, Members for Londoo, 
lordv^.paoiee. who Were back'd by the Lord William Paulet, Mr Slcqper, 
SSrH^^aipoie. Mr Horatio Walpole, and Sir Wilfrid Lawfon * ; whereupon 
fir wiif. uwiqn. ^ Bill was orderM to be brought in, according to the Prayer 
of the faid Petition. 

Dec, 15. The Quaker's Bill was read the firftTime. 
ABiH erder*d to Dec, 1 6. Upon the Motion of Mr Hutchefon, a Bill was 
iLta^/li^^r OKler'd to be brought in. For the better fecuring the Freedm 
^Ij^*" ^ of Flexions of_ Members to fer<ve in Parliament, 



Dec, 19. The Commons read a fecond Time, and 
mittcd the Bill in Favour of the Quakers. 

Jamuary 

* One of th* Grooms qf the AiVig'i BMtamber^ 
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Jamtiry 9, The Bill, Fffr graniing the Pe&ph catti ^^ 
kers^ fmch F$rm ef jljirmufhn Qr Declaration^ as may rem9% 
th£ Difficulties ^mh manif uf them He under ^ was read the T^tic ^"^^kcr^* 
thini Time, pafs'd, and rent up to die Lords. ^'' "^"^ 

yan^ 16. A Bill, Fqt fecuring the Freedom of EleSiions &/ 
Memberi t& fir^e in Farliament, was read the firll Time. 

Jan. 22. The abovc-mendonM Bill was read a fecotid 
Time ; upoa which Mr Hutchefon flood up and fpoke ibi 
committing the fame, as follows, 
Mr Speaker^ 

* Tho' I think tKe Neceflity of the Bill which has beert Mr iiutciiffwt'i 
read to you> is of itfelf a fufEcient Argument for it, yet ^m^tti^^snlTft? 
fince I was one of thofe who had the Honour of your Com- Iz^^,^'^ 
mands for bringing it in, it may, perhaps, be expefted that £/ifliw*i 4^ 
I fhould {^y fome thing upon it* As therefore there is too 
much Reafoa to apprehend, that this is the kft Struggle you 
are ever like to have for the Prefcrvation of your Rights and 
liberties ; fo certainly the ESbrts of ^cry honell Man are 
more than ordixmrjly requifite at this critical JunflurCj to pro- 
cure, if it be poffible, the Choice of a free and independent 
Parliament, that being the only Means, under Providence, 
whicli can fave yoti irom that State of Ruin and Confufion, 
which feems fo immediately to threaten, and to be hanging 
oircr you* If you ihould have the Misfortune to mifcarrj'^ 
and that the Majority of this Houfe fliould hereafter be com- 
posed of Perfons, who have Views and Schemes to purfue 
repugnant to the common Good and Eafe of their Country^ 
what elfe muft you then expcd but the Continuance at lealt, 
if not the Incrcafe, of thofe heavy Burthens you have already 
upon you, and at every Turn to fee the Honour and Sandlion 
of Parliament bofely proftituted to the deilru£Uve Meafures 
of thofe, who ihall then happen to be in Power, which, 
without other Means of Violence, could not be jullify'd and 
fupported ? If you ihould be plung'd into an unaecefTary and 
expenfive War, if your Trade and Interell fhould be facri- 
IScM for the Service of other Princes, and it may be, that 
done too, only to engage them to the Conceifion of foreign 
Provinces and Acquifitions, in which Britain has not the leaft 
Concern^ what Redrefs could our Country hope for, even 
under fuch Grievances, from Patriots who had thcmfelves 
contributed towards them, or were the mercenary Tools and 
Dependents of thofe who had ? All Manner of Licentioufnefs 
and publick Fraudi would then have their open and avow'd 
Advocates I and it would be no Wonder to fee the great efl 
Criminals cfcape unpunilh'd, when the Power of Remlf- 
fion and Pardon of Qrimea were fo much in their own 
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' It is too notorious what Attempts iit now carrying on 
to invade the Freedom of your approaching Elefiions ; ill 
fime Places by Threats^ to £11 and over-awe them with the 
quartering of Troop, if they do not comply ; in others, by 
the corrupt Sollicitations of Agents and Undertakers, em- 
ployed by thofe, who, from the incredible Sums which are 
difpersM, one mnft imagine, have more than private PuHes 
at their Command. 

' But what, in God's Name^ can all this tend to f What 
other Confbu^on can any Man in common Senfe put upon 
all thefe Things, but that there feems to have been a fotitCd 
Deiign, by Violence and Opprefiion, iirft to humble you and 
to make your Necks pliable to the Yoke that is deflgnM for 
You, and then to iinifh the Work by tempting the Poverty 
and Neceifities of the People, to fell themfelves into the moft 
abjedl and detefiable Slavery, for that very Money which had 
been either unnecefTarily raisM, or mercilefly and unjuftly 
plundered and torn from their very Bowels ? And thus you 
may be in a feir Way of being fubdu'd by your own Wea- 
pons. Nor can I imagine what Inducement Men can have, 
who run from Borough to Borough, and purchafe their Elec- 
tions at fuch extravagant Rates, unlefs it be from a ffaxHig Ex- 
pedlation of being well repaid for their Votes, and of recei- 
ving ample Recompence and Rewards for the fecret Service 
they have covenanted to perform here. In this Situation, it 
& high Time for Gentlemen to put themfelves upon their 
Guard ; and if it be not already too late, to endeavour to put 
a Stop to the Courfe of thofe Evils, which are othenvile 
likely fo foon to overtake them. It is for thefe Purpofe that 
this Bill is now before you, and I hope it either is, or by 
your Aififbnce will be made fuch, as may folly aniwer the 
Ends for which you were pleas'd to order it to be brought in. 

• The Abufes in the Manner of difpatching your Writs to 
the Sherifis, were the Motives which firft led you into this Coofi* 
deration. I am perfuaded the Method here prefcrib*d to re- 
gulate that Matter, will be found fo eafy and pra^cahfe, 
and fo litde liable to any Objedlion, that it would be needlefi 
in me to take up your Time in enlarging upon that Head : 
But for the Penalties upon falfe Returns, unlefs they are 
fetded on the fevereft and moft rigorous Terms, it will be in 
vain for you to contend with Sherifis and returning Officers, 
who, inftead of the People in whom the Right is ^ oug^ 
to be lodg'd, will draw the whole Power of Eledkms into 
their own Hands, and therefore they ought to be tyed up to 
fuch &nd: Rules, as that they fhall never dare, upon any Ac- 
count whatfoever, to depart from them, much Ids to be fob- 
jed to thofe Sort of Influences, which, of all others, you have 
moft Reafon to be jealous of. We know^ that Porfons here- 

tofoie 



tofbtc have not only brib'd the retiaming Officer, but hai 
even indemniiy'd him againft the whole Penalty of Five Huj 
dred Pounds, nther than not get the Return, right or wrong, 
in Favour of themfclves i depending, I fuppofc, npon the 
Strength and Partiality of their Friends^ to maintain them^ 
at any Rate, in the urjuttifiable Poffeflion of a Seat here ; this 
has been pradis'd upon former OccafionF^ and therefore there 
isdwaysjuft Grounds to fnfpe£l it will be attempted again. 
And it is now come to fuch a Pafs^ that if you were even to 
double that Penal cy, without dohig fomething elfe, I am 
afraid it would have little o* no Em£i. But when all thofe 
Bonds of Indemnity are declared null and void, when the 
Securities nfually given and taken upon thefe Occafions are 
withdrawn, they may then, perhaps, be deterr'd, at Icaft 
from fo barefacM a Pradlice of thefe arbitrary and illegal 
Proceedings for the future. 

* Another Expedient for fecuring the Freedom of your 
Eledion^, and which, I think, will more dFedually contri- 
bute towards it, than any one Thing whatfoever, is the an- 
nulling tlie Votes of thofe Swarms of Officers in the Cuftoms 
and Excife i they are already fubje^ed to the Penalty of one 
hundred Pounds, if they Jhall prefume to intermeddle ; this 
therefore is no more thnn a natural Confequence, and a nc- 
ceilJiry Enforcement cf what you have done before. The 
Commifiioner? themfelves of thofe Branches of the Revenue: 
have been for fome Time under a legal Incapacity of fitting 
here, as being thought under fuch llrong Ties and Influences, 
in regard to their Employments, as were inconfiftent with 
that Freedom with which Men ought to aft in Parliament i 
certainly then ihs fame Reafon will hold good as to the 
Votes of them and tJicir inferior Officen, efpecially in Mat- 
ters that fo nearly relate to it. There is like wife a Provifo. 
that no Perfon fhall be capable of pofTeillng any of thefe Of- 
fices, for a certain Time to be hmitcd, after they fhall have 
tendered their Votes in any EJedion ; and the Reafon of that 
is very plain ; without it all this Difability would fignify no- 
thing ; for by difpbcing them juil to fcrve a Turn, aiid rc- 
ftoring them again immediately after, the whole Force of 
this Claofe would be entirely defeated. 

' I make no doubt but the Intention was very jafl ajid 
commendable of the Gentlemen who brought in the Quali- 
Heat ion AB.^ which was certainly defign'd to eftabJifh a land- 
ed Property in Parliament, without which, I will venture to 
fay, it will be impoffible you Ihould be iafe ; but that Matter 
Itands at prefent upon fo loofe a Foot, that I am afraid it 
has hitherto been of very Utile Ufe or Service to you. What 
Dependence, for Inftance, can you have upon a Man who 
has no more than three hundred Pouads a Year in i^and, or, 
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Anno 8. Geo. I. perhaps, only an Annuity of that Value for Life, and ]m 
at the fame Time thirty or forty thoufand Pounds in the Funds, 
or an Employment of two or three thoufand Pounds a Year 
civil or military from the Crown ? And even that finall Qua- 
lification is no otherwife obligatory upon him, but merely to 
fwear to his having it, if it be required, at the Time of his 
Eledtion ; for tho' he fells it, or otherwife divefb himlelf of 
it immediately after, yet it remains a Doubt, whether, by 
fo doing, he ihall vacate his Seat in Parliament. This is 
certainly fuch an Omifiion as requires to be better regulated 
and explained. There is likewife a Saving in that A6t in 
Favour of eldeft Sons of Peers, and the fame for thofe of 
Commoners of fix hundred Pounds a Year ; but I confefi I 
am at a Lofs to find out upon what Grounds the latter was 
inferted, unlefs Care h^d been taken at the fame Time to 
have obliged the Father or the Son to have prov'd the Pof- 
feffion of fuch an Mate ; for at prefent, let the Circum- 
ilances of the Family be what they will, if the eldeft Son 
can procure himfelf to be eleded, I cannot fee but he is in- 
titled to a Seat here, without any farther Examination what- 
focver- This is another Defeft fo grofs in your former Aft, 
and opens a Back-Door to fo many Perfons, fo entirely con- 
trary to the Intent and Meaning of it, that it very weD 
jufliiies the Repeal of it by this Bill, I mean fo far only as 
it relates to the eldeft Sons of Commoners. J 

* Whether the Houfe will be willing to enad it by a Qaufc, 
muft be fubmitted to them, I only take the Liberty to menti- 
on, that it were very much to be wifh'd, that Gentlemen of 
Eftates and Families in the Country woidd heartily unite in 
this Particular, of keeping the Eledlions in their feveral 
Counties among themfelves ; that they woyld refblve inviola- 
bly to fupport each other's Intereft againft the Incroachments 
and corrupt Applications of Strangers, let them come frm 
liKhat Quarter they will. If this were done, it would, in a 

frcat Meafure, put an End to thofe dangerous and infkmoas 
radices that are now on Foot, and we might hope once more 
to fee this Houfe filled with Gentlemen of free and indepen- 
dent Fortunes, fuch as would be above making their Court 
any where at the Expence of their Country, and would de- 
fpife all Manner of flavi(h Conceffions to Men in Power ; Nfini- 
fters would then be neither able to ikreen themfelves, or 
their Friends, againft your Inquiries; and the boldeftaod 
moft enterprifmg of them would be made to tremble at the 
Appreheniions of your Animadverfions upon them; nor 
fhould we then, it is to be hop'd, fit tamely here, and fee our 
Cbuntry barrifsM with the Expences of fruidcfs Expeditions 
abroad, and with the Maintenance of a ftanding Army at 
home^ dangerous to our Confiltutioo aiad Libmies, 

There 
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There are other Parts of this Bill, which I had like to *'^™^^'' 
have our it red to have fpokcn to, which are defign'd, if pofli- 
ble, to put a Stop to that Torrent of Bribery and Corruption, 
which the Iniqaity of the Times has let in upon you ; and 
tho' 1 have very litclt- Profpeft of any good Effect that Way, 
and whatfoevcr the Fate of this Bill may be, every Gentle- 
man, I dare fvvear, will fo far agree, th^u fome Method ihotild 
be taken to prevent (iich Practices, or the Kingdom muft be 
undone. If at this Time you had Men at the Head of your 
Adminiftradonj who had ever been cbarg'd with, or any Way 
convided of fuch Crime;:, I own it would be in vain to fw- 
pofe this, or any other Method, to puniih and difcourage it. 
Were it poiTible to believe, that the Influences of fuch Men 
could prevail here, or in any other Bnindi of the Legiflaturc^ 
it would then be no Tv'oiider to fee this Bill mifcarry, or to 
hear k treated as a Compofition of AbfurditieSj or as a Viola* 
tjon of the Birthrights of great Numbers of his Majefty * s bcft 
Subjefbi But at prefent this ihall be no Reafon with me to 
anticipace fo much ill Fortune to it, fmce it Is plain it could 
come before you with no other View, but torel!or« the Free- 
dom and Honour of Parliament, to refcue the Rights and 
i Liber ties of our Country, and to fave, if it be poffible, the 
poor Remnant of our Conftitution. Thefe are the Confidera- 
tions which occor to me in Favour of this Bill i and I humbly 
]' move you that it may be committed,^ 
I 

I Accordingly the fald Bill wa3 committed to a Committee 
! of tlie wlMsle Houfe. 
[ Fthrumy I , Sir John Cope, Bart. Member for Tavi- sir ly^ a>j» 
r ftockj charged Sir Francis Page, one of the Barons of tlie pjt^^wiShc:^^- 
! Exchequer, with endeavouring to corrupt the Borough of fK^^^"^? ^ 
[ Banbury in the County of Oxon, in order to procure Sir Banijory, 
!' William Codrington to be chofen a Reprefentative for the 
faid Borough in die enfuing Eledion. The Sum of this 
I Charge was* that Mr Baron Page had not only offered to the t^^^^xt dareoB. 
[ faid Corporation to forgive them fix or fei^en bundled Found^^ 
I they ow'd him for their new Charter, but like wife to give 
J them another large Sum in ready Money, which Sir John 
[ Cope having offered to prove by und<*niabie Evidence, fet the 
I whole Houfe into a Flame ; and fome Members were for 
C cenfuring the Baion immediately ; but Mr Robert Walpole 
\ moderated that Heat, rcprdenting, * That it was unreafon- 
[ able to arraign, condemn, and cenfure a Man, efpecially one 
m fo eminent a Station, before they heard what he had to 
fay in his owti Vindication j and befde^, that it would look 
[ like prejudging the Merits of the Election of that Borough ; 
\ and therefore be n'as of Opinion, they ought not to take 
f any Notice of that Complaint, until tlic Ekftioji was over, 
I Mm z HiSD^ 
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Anno 8. Geo.i. and then, if any Thing of that Nature appeared, the Houfc 
^JZJT^L. might proceed to cenfare as they Ihould think fit.' He was 
fupported by feveral other Members of the Court-Party, who 
alfedg'd, * That when they fhould hear what Mr Baron Page 
had to fay for himfelf, the Matter might appear quite other- 
wife ; and that the Gentleman who accused him, might be 
either miiinfbrm'd, or imposed upwi.' Hereupon the Matter 
of the faid Charge was order'd to be heard at the Bar of the 
ttebateon the Bill, Houfe the 13th* Then in a Conmiittee of the whole Houfe, 
fTHd^^^EUc- the Commons went upon the Bill, For better fecuring the 
9mu, Sec, Treedom of EleSions of Members to fer*ve for the Commons 

in Parliament ; upon which there were great Debates about 
feveral Qaufes that were offered to be inferted in the Bill : 
One of them was, that no Officer of the Cuftoms, or Excife, 
ihould have any Vote at any Election for Parliament-Men ; 
which was llrenuoufly opposed by the Court Party, as taking 
away from the faid Officers their Birthright, as Engliihmcn 
and Freeholders ; fo that after fome Speeches made on both 
Sides, the Countiy-Party were contented to drop that Claufe. 
Attother was proposed, importing, That no Perfon who did 
not pay Scot and Lot, ihould have a Vote in a Corporation ; 
but this was alfo opposed by the Courtiers, who urg'd, ' That 
it had already been adjudged, at Committees of EledUons, and 
agreed to by the Houfe, in feveral Cafes, that fuch Perfbns, 
in fome Places, fhould have no Votes ; and that in other 
Places they fhould be allowed to vote, provided they did not 
teceive Alms from the Parifh.' The other Party, in order to 
give the Bill a more eafy PafTage, did not think fit to infifi 
upon this fecond Claufe neither ; and fo the Bill was gone 
through, and order'd to be reported on the 6th. 
Sjo?S&^^ Ff^. 2. The Houfe ordered. That the Complaint made 
M^ aironS^p t» the Day before by Sir John Cope, Bart, againft Mr Baron 
onl^ ^^ ^^" Page, be by him put into Writing, and delivered to Mr 
Baron Page; and. That Sir John Cope, Bart, and Mr 
BarcHi Page be heard at the Bar of this Houfe by their 
Counfel, upon the Matter of the faid Charge. 
Ji^h^SirH^L /V^. 7. The engrofs'd Bill, For better fecuring the Freedom 
'^Trntthms, pafles (f Ele^ions, was read the third Time, pafs'd, and fent up 
icfcSd by thJ" to the Lords ; who rejeded it, on the fecond Reading there- 
Lords. of February the t 3th. 

fif^^SZc^ ^^^' '5* ^^^ Houfe went upon the Complamt of Sir 
JKofslr/ohn John Cope, Bart; againfl Mr Baron Page, for endeavouring 
^^^^'^ to corrupt fevqal of the leading Members of the Corporation 
of Banbuiy againfl the next Election ; and to aggravate the 
Matter, Sir John Cope acquainted the Houfe, UiSLt he was 
informM, that fome of his Evidences had been tampered with] 
and that there was one Mr Gregory at the Door, who could 
give the Hpufe an Account thereof. Mr Gregoiy having 

thereupou 
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thereupon been call'd in, and exanunM, Sir John Cope 
mov*d. That the Matter of the faid Charge might be refejr'd 
to the Cortridcration of a Cbmmittee, upon Oath ; but this 
was opposed by the Courtiers j who urg'd^ That the faid 
Complaint was already ordered to be heard at the Bar of 
this Houfe this Day, and the Queftion being put, that the 
licaring the Matter of the faid Charge at the Bar of this 
Houfe be difcharg'd, it was carry' d in the Negative by i y6 
Voices againft 135. Then Sir John Cope mov'dj and 
the Queftion was proposed, that the Witnefles to be examined 

^in theMatter of this Charge, be examined at the Bar of this 
Houfe in the moll folemn Manner s but the previous Quellion 
being put, that the Queftion be now put, it pafs'd in the Ne- 
gative by 1+4 Voces againlt 14s. Then the Counfel for Mr 
Earon Page being caJI'd in, and the Charge of Sir John 
Cope ag.iinft him read, the Mayor of Banbury, and other 
WitneiTes, were caU'd in, and examined by Sir John Cope $ 
after which, the Counfel for Mr Baron Page was heard, 
and a Witnefs examined. The Witneffes for Sir John Cope 
declared, * That Mr Baron Page being with Sir Adolphus 
Oughton, and Sir William Coddrington in the Town-Hall at 
Banbury, Mr Baron Page callM the Mayor and two or three 
of the Aldermen into another Room, and difcourfmg with 
them about a Pcrfon to be fet up at the next Eleftion to repre- 
fent the Cbrporation, he proposed to them Sir William Co- 
drington. That they anfwer^d. They would be very glad to 
accept one of his Recommendation ; but added, that moft 
other Corporations made a coniiderable Advantage of their 
Elcftions ; and they knew no Reafon why they ihould not do 
it as well as their Neighbours 1 that they wanted to have their 

. Streets pav'd, an Augmentation to their Vicarage, and a 
School to be built ; which the Corporation not being able to 
do of themfclves, their Stock being very low, they therefore 
expeded, that the Perfon who fliould be chofen fhould be at 
that Ex pence, which, in a! I, might amount to 500 L or 600 L 
That thereupon the Baron told them, he did not expe^ fnch 
an Anfwcr ; that they knew he had been very kind to the 
Corporation^ and had been at a great Charge, no Icfs than 
600 it or 700 L to procure them a new Charter; that he 
never intended to afk that Money of them, and if they would 
order a Releafe for it to be drawn up, he would readily fign 
it, which he did accordingly on the 2 2d of December lalt 
That this was aU that pafsM then ; but that the Baron came 
afterwards to them, and offered them firft 100 I* and then 
came up to 500 I* It being late^ the Houfe adjoumM the 
farther hearing of that Matter to the next Day. 

Ffk 14, After the farther examining of Witnefles, and 
hearing of Mr Baron Pag^'^ CouufcJ, a Motion being made. 
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Anno 8. G«o. L and the Queflion put, that it appearM to this Houfe, that Sir 
^^^^iTJ;^;^ John Cope, Bart, had made good his Charge againft Sir 
The HooTe refoire Frands Pagc, one of the Barons of his Majefty's Exchequer, 

that Sir John -" '^^ ....y.'. . ^ 

Cope had not 
made good hjs 
Ckine ^ainft 
Mr &ron Page. 
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it was, after a long Debate, cany'd in the Negative, by 1 28 
Votes only againft 1 24. 

Feh. 16. The Houie went into a Committee upon a Bill, 
7a enable the South-Sea Company to dijpofe of the EffeHs in 
their Hands by Way of Lottery or SubferiptioHy in order to 
fay the Debts of the faid Company, Sir Thomas Crofs being 
in the Chair, Mr Robert Walpole ofier'd a Claufe to be 
added to the Bill, To impotjuer the South-Sea Company to dif- - 
fofe of Fart of their Capital Fund^ not exceeding tiuo Hun- 
dred Thoufand Pounds per Annum, to any Perfons^ Body Poli- 
tick or Corporate t to enable them to pay their Debts. This 
Claufe was very ftrcnuoufly opposed by Mr Archibald Hutche- 
fon, the Lord Morpeth, General Rofs, and Mr Pulteney; 
who fuggefted, ' That this was but an Ingraftment in other 
Terms : That the South-Sea Company jhad defir'd no fuch 
Power ; but if they had it, the Diredlors would not fail 
making Ufe of it, whether there was any Occaiion for it or 
not.' To this Mr Walpole replied, * He pcrceiv'd, that be- 
caufe he had once dedar'd himfelf in Favour of an Ingraft- 
ment, every Thing he propos'd fince appeared frightful, as 
tho' he were in the Intereft of another Company, and not in 
that of the South-Sea ; but that he took that Opportunity to 
declare, that he had no Manner of Concern m the Bank, 
where, for a lon§ Time, he had not had one Penny ; where- 
as he had, at tlus veiy Jundure, a coniiderable Stock in the 
South-Sea Company, and therefore had Reafon to be for the 
Intereft of the latter, if he confider'd only his own ; but that 
in this whole Affair, he had the publick Good principally in 
yiew : And altho^ he had been fo much refledbd on for being 
for an Jngrafbnent, yet he would undertake to prove to any 
two unprejudiced Gentlemen in that Hbufe, as plainly as Fi- 
gures could do, that an Ingraftment had been for the Intereft 
and Advantage of the South-Sea Company. That as to this 
Claufe, he could not imagine, why any one concerned in the 
faid Company, fhould be againft their having as much Powec 
as they could, ftnce it was in their Choice, whether they 
would make Ufe of it or not : That confidering the prefent 
Circumftances of Affairs, the lownefs of Publick Credit, the 
Parliament's drawing to an End, and how many Acc^ents 
might happen before another Seftion, he thought it could not 
hurt the Company to have Power from the prefent Parlia- 
ment, to do what they nught have Occaiion to apply for to 
a Parliament, when, perhaps, none were fitting.' Hereupon 
the laid Claufe was agreed to> and the Bill gone through. 

Feb^ 
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Teh. 23. The Commons read the third Time, poised, and Annas, ceo.i. 
fent up the faid Bill to the Lords. K^jr^s^^s^ 

March 7. The King went to the Houfe of Peers with the whichispafi'd, 
ufual State and Solemnity, and the Conmions attending, their 
Speaker, upon prefenting the Money-BiH, made the following 
Speech to his Majefly, viz. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

* ^T^His is the feventh Year in which your Majefty's feith- ^he speaken*s 

< X ^^ Commons, without burthenii^ your People with speechtotheicuK 

< any new or unufual Taxes, have readily and chearfuUy MoSey-Bm!^ 

* granted to your Majefly the necef&ry Supplies, not only for 

* carrying on the ordinary Expences of the Government, but 

* for maintaming the Honour and Dignity of the Crown ; 
' and, at the fame Time, they have omitted no OppcArtu- 

< nity of eafing the publick Incumbrances, and of putting the 
' National Debt into a Method of Payment ; for no fooner 

* had your Majefly, by the Vigilance of your Councils, 
•^ and die Succefi of your Arms, rdtor'd and fecur*d the pub- 

' lick Peace and Tranquility, but your Cbmmons imniedi- 
' atdy found Means to reduce the Interefl of the National 

* Debt, and thereby fet apart a Fund, which, by a ^rther 

* Redttdion of Intcrefl fince made by your Commons, will, 

* in a few Years, be confiderably increased, and the Payment 

* of the Principal become prafUcable ; and from which your 

* Majefly*s trading Subjeds have already reap'd this imrne- 
' diate Benefit, that your Commons have been enabled, during 

* this Seffion, without endangering the Security of any Par- 
' liamentaiy Engagements, to take off fuch Duties as were 
' found by Experience to be moft prejudicial to the Trade 

* and Manufkfbires of your Kingdoms. And as your Com- 

* mons weit apprehenfive, that the Debt of the Navy was 
' rifing to fuch an Height, as would, if not timely prevent^, 

* neceflarily afiedl and depreciate all other publick Credit, 

< and which would inevitably increafe the Charge and Ex- 

* pence of the current Service ; they have therefore uxianl- 
' moufly agreed on fuch Methods of diicharging fo much of 

* that Debt, as will effectually prevent the Mifchiefi thev 

* apprehend, and can be no Ways burthenfome to their Fel- 

* low-Subjeds. 

' Thus have your Commons fully and haj^ily compleated 

* every Thing which your Majefly was gracioufly pleased to 

* recommend to them at the Beginning of this Seffion ; and 

* whenever your Majefly, in your Roy2 Wifdom, fhall again 
' think it proper to meet your People in Parliament, may 

* they imitate your prefent Houfe of Commons in our Duty 

* and Affe^on to your Majefly, in our Steadinefs and Refo- 
\ lution to fupport your Government ; may they continue. 
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Anno s. neo.i. * with like Application and Diligence, to extend Trade and 
\!]i^^^^M ' C6mmerce, the true and natural Source of Wealth and 
^"^^r^^ « Plenty in thcfe Kingdoms ; and we fhould think ourfelves 

* happy, if even our Miftakes might be of Service to your 

* Majdly, by being a Warning to thofe that come after us : 

* And that when the Wifdom of your Majefty's Councils, 

* and theSteadinefs of your Adminiflration, fliaU have reftor*d 

* Credit to its former flourilhing Condition, they may not 

* grow wanton with too much Profperity, but may proceed 

* with fuch Caution and Prudence in their Endeavours to 

* lefTen the National Debt, as may put it out of the Power 

* of any Set of Men to produce Mifcry and Diftrefs, fiom 

* what IhaH be proposed for the Eafe and Benefit of your 

* People : And that, by the Bleffing and Afliftance of Divine 

* Providence, they may fo eifedhially unite the AfFedtions of 

* your People, and firmly eftablifh your Majeffy's Throne^ 

* That the Scepter may not depart from your Royal Houfe, 

* nor a Lanugi'ver from bet^jueen your Feet ! that the ancient 
' legal Conilitution of this Kingdom, in King, Lords, and 

* Conunons, may be perpetuated in your Majeily and your 

* Royal Pofterity, till Time ihall be no more. 

• Your Majelty having been, at different Times, in the 

* Courfe of this Seflion, gracioufly pleas'd to accept fuch 
' Supplies, as your Conunons offered to your Majefly for the 

* Service of this Year, they do now humbly pray your Ma- 

* jefly's like gracious Acceptance of a Bill they have prepared 

* for difcharging the Debt of the Navy, intided. An AS for 

* paying off and cancelling one Million of Exchequer Bills^ &c.* 

After this the King gave the Royal Affent to the faid 
Bill ; alfo to a Bill, To enable the South-Sea Company to dif- 
fofe of the EffeSls in their Hands by Way of Lottery or Sub- 
fcription, &c. Alfo to feveral other publick, and private Bills. 

After which his Majefly made the following Speech. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
T^Wng^ec** " X/Oui could not have given me a more acceptable In- 
to llh^&ftriia. *^ X ibnce of your Zeal and AffedUon, than by difpatch- 
** ing, with fo much Unanimity, the feveral Partictdars I 
** recommended to you at the Beginning of this Sefiion, for 
** the Eafe and Advantage of my People. 

" The many and great Encouragements you have given to 
** our Trade and Manufadlures, and the Proviflon you have 
** made for our being fupply*d with naval Stores from oar 
** own Plantations, wHl, I make no doubt, excite the In- 
** dufby of my Subjedfe, employ a greater Number of the 
«* Poor, encreafe our Navigation, and be a confiderable Ad- 
^ dition to the Rich^ and Strength of this Nation. 

Gentlemen^ 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

** The raifing the current Supplies of die Year^ and t^ 
** making a Proviiion for the Dilcharge of fo confiderable a 
** Part of the Debt of the Navy, is a farther Proof of youi! 
^ AfFedion to me, and your Regard for the Publick ; and 
'^ doing it in a Manner fo little burthenfome to my People 
*' gives me the greatefl SatisfadioUi 
My Lords and Gendemen, 

*^ I cannot in Juftice part with this Pariiament^ without 
** returning you my iincereft Thanks, for your fteady and 
*' refolute Adherence to my Perfon and Govenunent, and to 
** the Intereft of the Protefbnt Caufe, both at Home and 
'* Abroad. The Enemies of our happy Conftitudon have 
<« given the ftrongeft and moil honourable Teftimony of yodr 
'^ Behaviour in thefe Particulars, by the implacable Malice 
*' which they have, upon all Oc(^ons, exprds^d againil: you^ 

" You muft all be fenfible, that they are, at this Junfture, 
'^ reviving, with the greatefl Induiftiy, the fame wicked 
** Arts of Calumny and Defamation, which have been the 
** conflant Preludes to publick Troubles and Diforders ; and 
** fuch is their Infotuation, that they flatter themfelves the 
** groflefl Mifreprefentations will turn to their Advantage, 
" and give them an Opportunity of reconunending themfelves 
« to the Favour and. good Opinion of my People f but I 
** have fo jufl a Confidence in the Affection of my Subjedb^ 
** and in their Regard for their own Welfere, that I am 
^ perfuaded they will not fuffer themfelves to be thus imposed 
*^ upon, and betray'd into their own Deflrudion. 

" For my Part, as the Prefervation of the ConfHtution itt 
** Phurch aiid State fhall always be my Care, I am firmly 
*^ determined to continue to countenance fuch as have mani- 
** felled theif Zeal for the prefent Eflablifhmcnt, and have 
*' the religious and civil Rights of all my Subje6ls truly at 
** Heart ; and I quefliOn not but that Behaviour, which has 
" juflly recommended them to me, will ef!e£tually fecuve to 
" them the Good-will of all that are well afFefted to my 
•* Government-; and will convince the World, that the Ex- 
*' pcdations of thofe are very ill grounded, who hope to 
** prevail with a Proteflant free People, to give up their Re- 
** ligion and Liberties into the Hands of mch as are Ene* 
** mies to both." 

And then the.Lord Chancellor, by his Majefly's Command^ The i>arlhffleat 
prorogued the Parliament to the 15th of March: But on ^'"^^^ 
the I oth of the fiune Month, a Proclamadon was ifTued for 
the Diifolution of this Parliament, and the Calling another. 
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'* Had I, fincc my Acceffion to the Throne, ever at- 
'' tempted any Innovation in our eftablifh'd Religion ; had 
'* I, in any one Inftance, invaded the Liberty or Property 
'* of my Subjeds, I fhould lefs wonder at any Endeavours 
•* to alienate the Afiedions of my People, and draw them 
'' into Meafures that can end in nothing but their own De- 
" ftruaion. 

** But to hope to perfuade a free People, in full Enjoy- 

'' ment of all that is dear and valuable to them, to exchange 

** Freedom for Slavery, the Proteftant Religion for Popery, 

'* and to (acriiice at once the Price of fo much Blood and 

•• Treafurc, as have been fpcnt in Defence of our prefent 

** Eftabliihment, feems an Infetuation not to be accounted 

** for. But however vain and unfuccefsful thefc defperate 

•' Projedb may prove in the End, they have at prefent fo 

' ** far the defired EflFedt, as to create Uneafinefs and Diffi- 

^ dcnce in the Minds of my People ; which our Enemies 

•^* labour to improve to their own Advantage. By forming 

' ** Plots they depreciate alJ Property that is vetted in the 

-' ** publick Funds, ^nd then complain of the low State of 

'.•* Credit: They make an Increafe of the National Expen- 

" ces neceiTary, and then clamour at the Burthen of Taxes, 

*' and endeavour to impute to my Government, as Grie- 

*' yances, the Mifchiefs and Calamities which they alone 

' "create and occafion. 

** I wifh for nothing more, than to fee the publick Ex^ 

^ pences leiTen'd, and the great National Debt put in a 

i^ Method of being gradually reduced and difcharg'd, with 

^ *« ailrift Regard to Parliamentary Faith ; and a more fe- 

''"• Tourable C)^portunity could never have been hoped for, 

'/'than the State of profound Peace, which we now enjoy 

•"with all onr Neighbours. But publick Credit will al- 

v^ ways langniih under daily Alarms and Apprehenfions of 

.** publick Danger : And as the Enemies of our Peace have 

*' been able to bring this immediate Mifchief upon us, no- 

" thing can prevent them from continuing to fubjedt the 

^Nation to new and conflant . DifB6ulties and Diflrefles, 

** but the Wifdom, Zeal, and vigorous Refolutions of this 

'• Parliament. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
<^ I have ordered the Accounts to be niade up, and laid 
*• before you, of the extraordinary Charge that has been 
*' incurred this Summer, for the Defence and Safety of the 
*' Kingdom ; and I have been particularly careful, not to 
^* dire& any Expence to be made greater or fooner than 
♦• was of abfolute Neceffity. 

** I have likewife ordered Eftimates to be prepar'd and 
-«♦ laid before youj^ for the Service of the Year cnfuing ; and 

•• J 
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*' I hope the farther Provifions, which the treafonable Prac- 
*' tices of our Enemies have made necefiary for our common 
" Safety, may be order'd with fuch Frugality, as very little ' 
•* to exceed the Supplies of the laft Year. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
'< I need not tell you of what infinite Concern it is to the 
•* Peace and Tranquility of the Kingdom, that this Parlia- 
•* ment fhould, upon this Occafion, exert themfdves with a 
" more than ordinary Zeal and Vigour. An intire UnicHi 
'< among all that iincerely wifh well to the prefent Eftablifl^ 
" ment, is now become abfolutely neceiiary. Our Enemies 
*' have too long taken Advantage from ybur Differences and 
** DifTentipns. Let it be known, that the Spirit of Popery, 
*^ which breathes nothing but Confuiion to the civil and re- 
** ligious Rights of a Protefbnt Church and Kingdom, hoWr 
*' ever abandon*d fome few may be, in defpite of all Obli- 
** gations divine and human, has not fo hi poileiTed m^ Peo- 
** pie, as to make them ripe for fuch a fatal Change. Let 
** the World fee, that the general Difpofition of the Nation 
'' is no Invitation to Foreign Powers to invade us, nor En- 
** conragement to Domeftick Enemies to kindle a Civil War 
** in the Bowels of my Kingdom. Your own Intereft and 
" Welfare call upon you to defend yourfelves. I fhall 
** wholly rely upon the Divine Protedion, the Support of 
" my Parliament, and the Affedlions of my People, which I 
*' (hall endeavour to preferve, by fteadily adhering to the 
*^ Conititution in Church and State, and continuing to make 
" the Laws of the Realm the Rule and Meafure of all my 
*' Adtions.'* 

OSober 1 5. The Houfe began to enter upoh Buiinefs, ap- 
pointed and order'd the Sitting of the Grand Committees 
for Religion, Grievances, Courts of Juftice, Trade, and 
Privileges and EleSions ; and made the ufusd ihmding Or- 
ders and Regulatk>ns. When they ^ame to the Committee 
of Privileges and Ele6Hons, Mr Hutchefon, Member for Mr Hntcheroft 
Haftings, mov'd. That it Ihodd confiil of 36, or fuch other SSSi^^'rPri- 
Number of Seleft Members as the Houfe Ihould think fit, SfKVSJ!^ 
who ihould be empowered to hear, try, and detennine the J?^^^^ 
Merits of Eledlions ; and that no other Members but fuch jdibfiet. ^ 
as were chofen by the Houfe, might have Votes in the faid 
Conmiittee. He was feconded by Mr Jefibries, Member 
for Droitwich, who (hew'd, that this had been the confbmt 
Ufage and Pradice both before and after Queen Elizabeth's 
Time, and that it had never been otherwife, tiU the long 
Parliament in 1641, when all Things were in Confufion; 
but Qevenhele& Mr Hatchefon's Mo(ioa was dropt, 
■ ■" ■ ■ " ' Ml 
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Mr Speaker hairing afterwards reported the King^s Speech 
to both Houles, Mr William Pulteney ftood up^ Zad repre- 
iented the diiinal Confequences of the Plot, if it had pleas'd 
the pivine Providence that it had not been timely difcoverM j 
and mov'd for an Addrefs of Thanks, on the feveral Heads 
of his Majeify's Speech, particularly to congratulate his Ma- 
jefly on the timely Diicovery of the dangerous and umiatural 
ConTpiracy againft his Majdtjr's Perfon and Government ; to 
exprefs the juft Deteftation and Abhorrence his faithful Com- 
mons had of all fuch traiterous Practices, and their Indigna- 
tion and Refentment againil the Authors and Contrivers 
of theoL This was feconded by Mr Doddington, Member 
for Bridgwater ; but Mr Shippen, Member for Newton, 
mov^d, that to the Paragraph, JJh-'Hg ^^-^ ^^j^fty* ^^^ ^^ 
faithful C^mm^m ivould enable him effeSually to fupprefi ail 
remaining Spirit of Rebellion, thefe Words might be added, 
*:mth due Regard to the Liberty of the Subje3, the Conftitm- 
tion in Church and State, and the La'ws mnv in Force, 
•He was feconded by Sir William Wyndham, Member for 
Somerietfliire ; but Mr Pulteney reply'd, ' That fuch a 
Claufe would be injurious to the King, £nce it would look 
like making a Condition or Bargain with his Majeily, and 
tacitly imply, either that the Laws had ab'eady b^n in- 
ifing*d, or that the Commons were jealous left his Majefty 
Jhottid, for the fitturie, break in upon the Conftitntion : 
Therefore, inflead of the faid Ckufe, he proposed, that at 
the latter End of the Addrefs, they fhould return his Maje- 
fiy their Thanks for his moft gracious Declaration, that he 
would preferve the ConfHtution in Church and State, and 
continue to make the Laws of the Realm the Rule and Mea- 
fure of all his Adiions.' This was feconded by Mr Yong^ 
Member for Honiton : And then the Quefbon b^ing pnt, 
which of the Two Clauds Ihould be made Part of tile Ad* 
dre&, it was xarry'd for Mr Pulteney's Claofe, withoot any 
Diviiion. After this, a Committee was aj^ioted to diaw 
vtp the faid Addre£s. 

Mr Jnftice Tracy aend Mr Baron Price Jiaving brought haok 
ijie Lords, a Bill, ^oimpo^wer his Majefiy tofecur£ and dttsoM 
fuch Perfons as his Madefy Jhall fufpeB ar9 con^iriug ngmiA 
his Perfon and Govemmwt : The fame, upon Mr R.Walpok s 
Motion, was immediately read the firft Time, and oniend 
;td be read a fecond Time the next Morning. 

O^. t6. The iaidfitU was read a iecond Tam^and a Mo- 
tion being made, and the Qoeftion put thereopon. That it 
ht conmiitted to a Committee of the whole Houie, the lame 
was opposed dby Mr Caefar, Member for Hertford, who re- * 
prefented the dangerous Confequences of a Snfpenfionof ^ 
.Habeas Corf us A&, to the Rights and liberties of Englifh^ 



[ «87 ] 
flKcn. He was (econded by Mr Huogerlbrd, Member for ^'^9-0c9,t 
Scarbrooeh ; bat Mr Bromley, Member for the Univerfity v^^-\^%,^ 
of Oxford, faid thereopon, * That the chief Obje£lion againft Mr Hanpribni. 
this Bill Wng in Point of Time, and whether the Sufpenfion ^*''^^' 
was to continue fix or twelve Months, it was more proper to 
debate it in a Committee than in a Hoofe, and therefore he 
was for committing it ; * which, after fome fmallOppofitiony 
was carry'd without dividing. The Houfe beii» inmiediate- 
ly refolv'd into that Conmiittee, and the Eaii of Hertford f , Siriof HdiArt. 
Member for Northumberland, pUced in the Chair, Mr Spen- M^^-cwfjcr 
cer Cowper *, Member for Truro, ftood up, and open'd the 
Debate. He declared, ^ That he and all his Family had 
come as early and as readily into the Revolution, and on all 
Occafions had appeared as zealous for the prefent happy Set- 
tlement as any one : But yet he could not be of O^nnion, 
to tmft the Liberties of the People in the Hands of any Mi- 
niftiy, for fo long ar Time as above a Year. That nei- 
ther in King William^s nor Queen Anne*s Reigns, nor fince 
his preient Majefiy's Acceffion to the Throne, even in Timey 
of open and adua^ Rebellion, the Habems Corpus hOi had ever 
been faQ)ended for above Six Months ; and therefore he 
mov^d, that die prefent Sufpenfion might be limited to that 
Term.* He was feconded by Mr Smith f f , Member for Mr smMu 
EafUow, and Sir Jofeph Jekyll**, Member for Ryegate, who sir j. jdgri. 
added, * That if, at the £nd of thofe ^ Months, there ap- 
peared to be a Neceffity for a Erther Suipenfion, he ihoukl, , 
and he doubted not but the whole Houfo would, readily 
come into it.' They were aftfwered by Sir Robert Raymond f, sirRouiuramD*. 
Member fot Helfton, who, to fliew the Neceffity of the Suf- 
penfion for a whole Year, faid, * That the prefent Confpira- 
cy being laid deep, fpreading far and wide, and confining of 
feveral Branches, it required a great deal of Time to unravel, 
and make a full Difcovery of it.' Mr Worfley, Member for Kfr worfler. 
Newton [Hants] having anfwcr'd him, he was reply 'd to by 
Sir Wilfred Lawfon, Member for Cockermouth j after which sirwafrodLan^ 
the Debate was continued between Mr Hungerford, Mr Jef- Mr'»ingerfbr4. 
fories, MrHutchefon, andMrSteper, Member for Camel- MJttJu5lS«. 
ford, "vidioallfupported Mr Cowper's Motion j and Mr Pulte- JJjS^i- 
ney, Mr Yonge, and Mr H. Pelham, Knight of th^ Shire for m^^«je> ' 
Suffex, who were for agreeing to the B3i without Amend- **''^'«^»^. 
ments. At laft Mr Rol^ W^pole *, Member for Lynn, MrR.waipttk. 

laid 
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laid before the Houie fome Particular^ of die detefiabb 
and dangerous Confpiracy, which for fome Time paft had 
been, and was ilill carrying on, for the utter Subverfion of 
the prefent happy Settlement. He faid, * That this wicked 
Defign was formed about Chriftmas laft ; that the Conipira- 
tors had at firfl made Application to fome Potentates abroad, 
for an Afliftance of 5000 Men : That being deny^d, they af- 
terwards, about the Month of April, made farther Applicati- 
on and earned Inilances for 3000 Men : That being again dif- 
appointed in their Expedations from Foreign Affiftance, they 
refolved defperately to go on, confiding in their own Strength, 
and fondly depending on the Difailedion in England ; and 
that their iirft Attempt was to have been the feizing of the 
Bank, the Exchequer, and fuch other Places where the pub- 
Lck Money was lodgM : That the Government had undoubt- 
ed Informations of this Plot ever iince May lafl ; but never- 
thelefs thought fit not to take up any Body, becaufe there 
being then two Terms coming on together, the Confpirators 
would have had the Benbfit of the Habeas Corpus A£^ and fo 
the Apprehending them was put ofiT 'till the long Vacation.* 
He added, ' That the traiterous Deiigns againil his Majefly's 
Perfbn and Government had been carrying on ever flnce the 
Death of the late Queen ; and that they could prove that 
there had been a Meeting of fome coniiderable Perfbns, one 
of whom was not far off, wherein it had been propofed to 
proclaim the Pretender at the Royal Exchange. That an ex- 
a£t Account of this deteflable Confpiracy would» in due 
Tinie, be laid before the Parliament : And as to the Bofi- 
nefs now before them, tho* it was true, that the Habeas 
Corpus A&. had never before been fufpended for above fix 
. Months ; yet, confidering the Lords had made this Sufpen- 
£on for a whole Year, if the Commons fhould go about to 
alter it, the fame might occaiion a Difference between the 
two Houfes, which, at this Time of Jealoufy and Danger, 
might found ill in Foreign Courts. 

After this Speech, about feven in the Evening the Queftioo 

, being put, that the Bill do pafs as it was fent down from the 

2SiM t&jK Lor^> i' was. carry'd in the Affirmative, by a Majority of 

^^jw'jA 246 Voices againft 193. Then the Speaker refum'd the 

* *' Chair, and the Earl of Hertford having immediately repcurted 

the faid Bill to the Houfe without any Amendment ; It was 

read the third Time, and pafs*d without dividing. 

OSi. 17. The King came to the Houfe of Peers with the 
Aadimtfieitoyai ufual Solemnity, and the Commons attending, his Maje^ 
^ gave the Royal AlTent to the faid Bill. 

The fame Day the Houfe prefented their Addreis to die 
King, as follows : 

UoSi 



( ^89 ) 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
« TX7E your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Subje^b, the 

* VV Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aflem- ml 

* Wed, beg Leave to return our humble Thanks to your 

* Majefty, for your moft gracious Speech from the Throne. 

* It is with Hearts full of Joy we approach your (acred 

* Perfon, to congratulate your Majefty, that, ,by the Blefling 

* of God, the Deiigns of your Enemies have hitherto been 

* happily fruftrated and difappointed. 

* We cannot fufficiently acknowledge your Majefty's Care 
' and Vigilance, and the wife and prudent Meafures you have 
' taken for our Safety, in ordering the Encampment of the 
' Troops, and fending for fuch others from Ireland, as were 
' thought ferther neceflary for the Peace and Quiet of this 
' Kingdom. And it is the greateft SatisfadUon to us, to fee 

* the Readinefs of your Majefty*s good Friends and Allies^ 

* the States General, to affift you with a good Body of Forces, 

* if there had been Occafion. 

* But among all the Steps taken for the Safety of your Ma- 

* jefty and the Kingdom, none can poftibly equal that of the 

* (peedy calling your loyal Commons together in Parliament 9 
' who are met determined with the utmoft Unanimity and 
' Zeal, to do every Thing in their Power for the Prefervation 

* of your Majefty 's moft facred Perfon : Nor can lefs be ex- 

* pedled from the Gratitude and Affeftion of a free People^ 

* fenfible that thro' the whole Courfe of your Reign, no In* 
' novation has been attempted in our holy Religion, nor the 

* leaft Incroachment made upon the Liberty or Prcyerty of 

* any of yourSubjedis, and that the full Enjoyment ofall that 
' is dear and valuable to them, is entirely owing to your Ma* 
' jefty '^ Government. 

* Tho' the Enemies of our happy Eftabliftunent ftiould have 

* Malice and Boldncfs enough, ftill to be carding on their 

* traiterous Defigns, yet we are perfuaded, that all Uneafi- 

* nefs and Apprehenfions will vaniih, when your feithful Com-* 

* mons affure your Majefty, that they will enable you eftcc- 

* tnally to fupprefs all remaining Spirit of Rebellion. 

* If neither the facred Obligation of the moft folemn Oaths^ 

* nor the certain Mifery they muft bring upon their Country^ 

* who would attempt to overturn this Government, can de- 

* ter them from fuch defperate Undertakings : If there be 

* any of your Majefty's Subje6b, who are fo abandoned, as to ^ 

* be ready to exchange the Proteftant Religion for Popery^ 

* and" Liberty for Slavery ; yet we hope the vigorous Refo« 

* lutions of a loyal and dutiful Parliament will convince them 
' of the Danger as well as Polly of fuch an Attempt i and ftiew 

* the whole World, that the Generality and beft Part of 

Vol. J. ' O ^^ssix 
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^^i7w?^* *' * y^^J People arc fo far from giving any Invitation to foreign 
V,^"^^^ * Powers to invade us, that they will, with their Lives and 

* Fortunes, fupport your Majefty againft all youV Enemies at 

* Home and Abroad. 

* We cannot therefore exprefs too great an Abhorj^nce of 

* fuch unnatural Pradices, nor too great an Indignation 

* againft thofe who would have made the Capital of this flou- 

* rifhing Kingdom a Scene of Blood and Defolation. Wicked 

* Men ! whilft they have the Malice to revile your Govem- 

* ment, and attempt to overturn it, at the fame Time have 

* the Infolence to depend upon the Gemency of it for their 

* Security : While they are endeavouring to deftroy all Li- 

* berty, they are clamouring that a few of them are, for the. 

* publick Safety, confin'd : Whilft they are attempting to dc- 

* fbx)y all Property, they are murmuring at the neceffary Taxes 

* given to your Majelty for the Security of it : And whilfb 

* they aft againft all Law themfelves, they truft and are con- 
' fident that, even in their own Cnfe, the Laws of the Realm 

* will be the Rule and Meafure of your Aftions. 

* We beg Leave to acknowledge, with great Gratitude, 

* your Majefty's Goodnefs, in afTuring us, that notwithftand- 

* ing the traitcrous Pra£Uces of your Enemies have made the 

* Indreafe of the arihual Expence neceflary, yet Care will be 
' taken, that the Supplies to be asked for the Year enfuing, 

* fhall very little exceed what was given for the Service oif 

* the laft. 

* And we affure your Majefty, that we will not only make 

* good the extraordinary Expences that have been already in- 

* curr'd, but will, with all Cheerfulnefs, grant whatever fhall 

* be neceflary for the Safety of the Kingdom ; being entirely 

* convinced, that we can by no other Means reftore publick 

* Credit, and enable ourfelves to attempt the gradual R^u^ion 

* of the great National Debt, witha fbift Regard to Pariia- 

* mentary Faith, than by doing every Thing in our Power 
« ' for the Support of your Majefty^s Government, and the 

* happy Eftablifhment in your Royal Family. 

* And we do with all Humility return your Msjefly our 

* unfeigned Thanks for your moft gracious Dedaraticm, on 
^ which we entirely rely, that your Majefty will fleadily ad- 

* here to our Conftitution in Church and State, and continue 
^ to make the Laws of the Realm the Rule and Meafure of 

* your Adlions. 

To the above Addrefs the KLing retum'd the following Anfwer. 

Gendemen, 

to*5i^m^*' " T Return you my hearty Thanks for this very dutiful and 

AAbffiofTiMwte. " X loyal Addrefs. The feafonable Declarations of your 

" Zeal and Afftflion to my Pcrfon and Government, will, I 

- 4€ doubt 
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*^ doabt not, contribute very much to the Tranquility and 
'* Safety of the Kingdom ; and as I ihall always look 
** upon nay own and the Intereft of my People to be infe- 
'* parable, you may be aiTur'd I ihall make no Cfe of smy 
** Power or Con^ence that my faithful Commons ihall place 
** in me, but in Support of the Conftitution, and in Mainte- 
•' nance of the Rights and Liberties of my People. 

03. 19. A M<fion being made for a Supply to be granted a sappiy ,oted. 
to his Majefly, the fame was referred to the Gfand Com- 
mittee. 

. 0<?. 23. The faid Reibludon being reported, was unani- 
mouily agreed to. 

03, 26. The Commons in a Grand Committee coti£- 
der*d ^rther of dbe Supply, and Mr Treby having repre- MriVebrmovct 
felted the Neceffity, at this Time of Danger from the trai- Snrf^SS" 
terous Defigns and Confpiracies that were iUU carrying on ft»t*>« Army. 
by the Enemies of the Government, to increafe the pr^ent 
Standing Forces, and thereupon mov'd for an Augmentation of 
about 4000 Men, the fame occaiion'd a very long and warm ^^^ ^--^ 
Deba^. The chief Opponents to the Motion were, Mr MrShippen. 
Shippen, Lord Morpeth, Member for Morpeth ; Mr Palmer, \^^^ 
Member for Bridgwater; Mr firomley, Mr Barnard, Mem- MrBromLnr. 
ber for London ; Mr Crowley, Member for Okehampton j mJ cSS!^. 
Sir Thomas Hanmer, Member for Sufiblk ; and Mr Hut- i^'Sl.SSS' 
chcfon : But they were anfwer'd by Mr Sandys, Member 
for Worcefter 5 Captain Vernon, Member for Penryn j Mr capJ'^SSm. 
Everefield, Member for Horihamj Mr H. Pelham, Mr Dod- Jga?^ 
dington. Lord Stanhope *, Member for Leilwithiel ; Mr {Jij^jjjjg^ 
Weft, Member for Bodmin ; Mr Smith, Mr R. Walpolc, Mr vfSu* 
Lord Middleton, Member for Midhuril ; and Mr Pultency j j5j ^wiiDoie. 
Then theQueftion being put upon Mr Treby's Motion, it was {£^p5Jj^^ 
carry 'd in the Affirmative, by 236 Voices againil 164. 
After this, it was refolv'd, without dividing. That the 
Number of e£fedive Men for Guards and Garrifons in Great 
Britain, Jerfey, s^id Guemfey, for the Year 1723, inclu- 
ding 1859 Invalids, be 18,294 Men, Commiffion and Non- 
Commiffion Officers included. Which Refolution, being , 

the next Day reported, was agreed to by the Houfe. 

OS. 3 1 . The Commons in a Grand Committee, confi- 
dcr'd of Ways and Means to raife the Supply, and upon MriLWaipoie,i» 
Mr R. Walpole's Motion, it was unanimouily agreed to TiJdS&S,S® 
lay two Shillings in the Pound upon all Lands, Tenements, DefignorLyins* 
Penfions, Offices, &c. Mr Walpole, on that Occafion, ac- t^^S^?^ 
quainted the Houfe, * That he hoped that Tax, together «* Nonjiww. 
with tfre Duty on Malt, and the Million in Exchequer Bills 
O o 2 which 
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which the South-Sea Company were to repay to the Gfh 
vernment, would go near to anfwer all the neceflary Expences 
for the next Year's Service ; and to make up what might 
be deficient, he hinted the laying an extraordinary Tax of 
five Shillings in the Pound on the Eftates of all Roman- 
Catholicks and Nonjurors ; which could not be thought 
cither unjuft or unreafonable, confidering the ill Ufe they 
made of the Saving out of their Incomes, which mofl of 
them laid out in maintaining the Pretender and his Adherents 
abroad, and fomenting Sedition and Rebellion at home.* 
j^^^J* Novemher 16. The Lords fent a MefTage to defire a Con- 
the Commons, and ference with the Commons, which being agreed to, the Mar 
SSJmSe ianp»»* nagers for the Commons, who were Mr R. Walpole, Mr 
tblpSe^r'SU''- fidgecombe. Member for Plympton ; Mr Methuen, Member 
tt^Rd-oi S^ ^^^ Brackley ; Mr H. Pelham, Mr Hutchefon, Mr Yonge, 
fhercupon. Mr Bromley, and Colonel Bladen, Member for^Stockbridge, 

Names of the Ma- being returned to their Houfe, Mr Pelham reported the 
MfiL*wJi^e. Conference, and that it was to communicate to the Houfe 
Mr Edgecorobe.* a MefTage fqnt to the Lords by his Majefty, under his Sign 
Manual, concerning an original Declaration in Writing 
fign'd by the Pretender himfelf j together with the faid De- 
ciaratibn and a Printed Copy thereof ; and that the Lords 
defir'd the Concurrence of the Houfe to the following Re- 
folutions of their Lordfhips thereupon, viz. * Refolved by 

* the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament aflemr 

* bled ; I. That the Printed Copy of the Pretender's De- 
' claration, mentioned in his Majefty's MefTage, be burnt 

* by the Hands of the common Hangman, at the Royal Ex- 

* change in London, upon Tuefday next, at One of the 

* Clock; IL That the Sheriffs of London do caufe the 
f fame to be burnt there accordingly.' 

Then the faid Report, and alfo the faid MefTage from his 
Majefty to the Houfe of Lords, and the Declaration fign'd 
by the Pretender, and the Printed Copy thereof, and the 
Refolutions of the Lords thereupon were read. Hereupon 
Mr Sandys mov'd for agreeing with the Lords in the firft 
Refolution, and being feconded by Colonel Bladen, the fame 
was unanimoufly agreed to. Then the fecond Refolution 
being read a fecond Time, Mr Yonge movM for a^ Amend- 
ment to it, viz. That the tvp Sheriffs of London fhould 
then attend in their own proper Perfons, and caufe the faid 
Declaration to be burnt by the Hands of the common Hang- 
man ; which Refolution fo amended, was agreed to Nem> 
Con. On this Occafion, Mr Yonge run over the Pretender's 
Declaration, and expos'd the Infolence, Weaknefs, and Ab- 
furdities of that Libel. Sir William Thompfon *, McmbNcr 
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for Ipfwich, rpoke alfo with great Vehemence on the fame Aonop. qqo.l 
Topick, as did alfo Mr H. Pelham, who mov'd, That an w^ii4S>,^ 
Addre^. be prefented to his Majefty upon that Subjed. He ^'^^r^^^ 
was feouided by Mr Arthur Onflow, Member for Guildford, 
who reprefented the Danger of Popery, and animadverted 
on the Audacioufnefs of the Pretender and his Adherents : 
Hereupon, it was relblv'd Nem, Con. That an humble Ad- AnAddrebroisft 
drefs be prefented to his Majefty, exprefling their utmoft «»^<>««fi">- 
Aftoniflmient and Indignation at the fuiprizing Infolence of 
the Pretender, in his late traiterous and prefumptuous De- 
claration ; and to alTure his Majefty, that his ^thful Sub- 
jedls being fully fatisfy'd they have no other Security for 
their Religious and Civil Rights, but the Preiervation of his 
Perfon and Government and the Proteftant Succeflion, are 
determined to fupport, with their Lives and Fortunes, his 
moft juft Title to the Crown of thefe Realms, againft the 
Pretender and all his open and fecrqt Abettors. And a Com- 
mittee was appointed to draw up an Addrefs, purfuant to the 
laid Refolution. 

.A^. 17. Mr Pelham reported the (aid Addrefs, which 
being unanimoufly agreed to, the Managers of the Commons 
were fent to defirc their Lordfliips Concurrence both to the 
Amendment to one of their Refolutions beforemention*d, and 
po the Addrefs the Commons had agreed upon. The Lords 
having readily concurred, both Houfes went immediately to 
the Palace at St James's, and prefented to his Majefty the 
iaid Addrefs -as follows. 

Moft gracious. ^Sovereign, 
' TT 7E your Majefty's moft dutiful and faithful Subjeds, The joint Addwft 
' Vy the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in ?be*l^?^fS 
f Parliament aifembled, being deeply afiedted with the Senfe SLSL • **'^'* 

* of thofe many Bleifings which we have conftantly enjoy'd, 

* and hope long to enjoy, under your Majefty's moft jufl 
' and gracious Government ; and being throughly convincM 

* that our Religious and Civil Rights, as well as the very 
' Being of the Britifti Name and Conftitution, do, muler 
f God, entirely depend upon ,th^ Prefervation of your Ma- 
? jefty's Sacred Perfon, and of the Pioteftant Succeilion, as 

* fetded by Law, in your Royal Line, are fill'd with the ut- 

* moft Aftoniftiment and Indignation at the unexampled Pre* 

* fumption and Arrogance of the Pretender to your Domi- 
f minions, in daring to offer fuch an Indignity to your Ma* 

* jefty and the Britifti Nation, as to declare to your Sub- 
' je£b, and to all foreign Princes and States, that he finds 
f himielf in a Condition to ofier Terms to your Majefty, 
f and even to capitulate with you for the abfcJate Surrender 
f q{ (he Rdigion and Ubcr^ies 9f a ftcc Nation. 
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• However great the In&tuation of his Adviiers may be, 
we Bie feniible nothing could have raised his or their Hopes 
to fo extravagant a Degree of PrefumpticHi, bat repeated 

* Encooragements and AfTorances from, the Confpiraoon at 
' Home, founded on the moft injurious and grois Mifrepre- 

* fentatiofis of the Inclinations and Afiediions of your Ma- 
y * jefty's Subje^s ; and a rafh Condufion, that becaufe fome, 

' fh>m whom it ought lead to have been expeded, had broke 

* ^irough the folemn Reftiaint of reiterated Oaths» in order 
' to raife themfelves on the Ruins of their Country i there- 
' fore the whole Body of the Nation was ripe for the ikme 

* fatal Defedion, and ready to exchange the mild and legal 

* Government of a moft indulgent Prince, for the boundkfi 

* Rage of an attainted Fugitive, bred up in the Maxims of 

* Tyranny and Supcribtion. 

* But we, your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Sabjeds, 

* refolve, by a fteady and conftant Adherence to your Go- 

* vemment, to wipe off this Stain and Imputaticm fi-om the 

* Name of Britons ; and to convince the World, that thofe 

* wicked Defigns, form'd againft your Majefty's Sacred 

* Perfon and Government, which the Infolence of this De- 

* daration proves to be moft real while it afiedts to tie^t 
^ them as imaginary, are indeed impradicable againft a 

* Prince' relying on and fupported by the Vigour and Duty 
' of a Britifh Pariiament and the AiFedtions of his People. 

^ And we beg Leave in the moft folemn Manner, to afttire 

* your Majefty, that neither the impotent Menace of foreign 

* Afliftance, nor the utmoft Efforts of Domeftick Traitors 

* fhall ever deter us from ftanding by youf Majefty with our 
' Lives and Fortunes, and fupporting your Majefty *$ moft 

* juft Title to the Crown of thefe Realms, againft the Pre- 
' tender and all his open and fecret Abettors, both at Home 

* and Abroad.' 

To which his Majefty return'd the following Anfwer. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
^^^^'sAn- «« Y Give you many Thanks for the juft Refentment yon 
«< ^ have exorefe'd againft the Indignity ofFer'd.to me and 
<* the Britifh Nation. 

*< I fhall continue to j)roted and fupport my ^ood Feeble 
«' in the full Enjoyment of their Religion, Liberties and 
*^ Properties, agahift all that fhall endeavour to ixx^tOt them 
*' to Tyranny smd Snperftition. " 

Nov, 23. In a Grand Committee, the Commons coiMerM 
on Ways and Means to raife the Supply, and a Modon 
was inade> Tba^ \fSfmAsk rv&s% Uie Supply, a^ reinAurfinjg; 
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to the PttbKck the great Expences occaiion*d by the late Re- aaao 91 gm. l 
bellioDS and Difofdcrs, the Sum of Ctoe Hundred Thoufand ^^^S^^-"^,^ 
Pounds be raisM and levy'd upon the real and perfonal Bfiates Motion in the 
of all Papifts, PopiQi Recufants, or Perfons educated in the foT^^^SS^u 
Popifh Religion, or whofe Parents are Papifts, or who fhall ^^^^^J^ 
profefs the Popifh Religion, in lieu of aU Forfeitures already oflfecwaS 
incurred for, or upon account of their Recufancy, and in ^^' 
lieu of the Rents and Profits of two Thirds of their regifter'd ^^^ thenoa. 
Eflates for one Year. This Motion was opposed by Sir Wil- sirwiifieduw- 
frcd Lawfon, and Mr Hungerford, who fuggefled, * That M?Hingprford. 
luch an extraordinary Tax would carry the Face of Perfe- 
cution, which was inconfiftent with the Principles and Tem- 
per of the Proteftant Religion ; ' Dr Friend, Member for Dr. Friaui. 
Launceflon, added, ' That fome of thofe that had their 
Education in foreign Popifh Seminaries, proved fbme of the 
beft Friends to the prefent Government.* To this Mr Yonge Mr Yonje, 
anfwer'd, * That he knew very little of foreign Education, 
but he doubted very much whether Loyalty to King 
George was taught by Priefts and Jefuits in Romifh Se];nina- 
ries.' The Lord Gage, Member for Tewkfbury, ['wbo <was LordGagc. 
hred a Reman Catholick] hereupon faid, * That he believ'd 
moSi of the Roman Catholicks tq be very loyal Subjedb, tho' 
by their Principles they cannot take the Oath of Supremacy j 
and therefore his Lordhip propos'd that a new Oath of Al- 
legiance might be fram'd for them ; Mr Onflow fpoke on the Mr Oniw. 
fame Side, and dedar'd his Abhorrence of perfecuting any 
Body, on Account of their Opinions in Religion.* This was 
anfwer'd by Sir William Thompfon, who flated the Notion, sir w.Thampfaiw 
in his Opinion, of Perfecution, which was only when any 
one is punifh'd for his particular Opinion in Religion, and 
for ferving God according to that Opinion and the Didlates , 
of Confcience : But added, * That was not the Cafe here, 
for the extraordinary Tax now intended to be rais'd upon 
the Papifb, was not a Puniihment for their being Roman- 
Catholicks, but on Account of Penalties they had at divers 
Times incurred, for being Enemies to the Civil Government, 
raifing Rebellions, and contriving Plots againft the State.* 
He was replied to by Lord Gage, who was anfwer'^ by LordCasse. 
Mr Horatio Walpole, and he again by Mr Hungerford. MJuIii^wStf.* 
At laft Mr R. Walpole ftood up, and reprefented the great Mr r. waipoie. 
Dangers this Nation had been in, ever fince the Reforma- 
tion, from the conftant Endeavours of Papifts to fubvert our 
happy Cbnftitution and the Proteftant Religion, by the mofl 
cruel, violent, and unjuftifiable Methods ; that he would not 
take upon him to charge any particular Perfon among them 
with being concerned in the prefent horrid Confpiracy : But 
that 'twas notorious to the whole World, that many of them 
had been engag*d in the Frefton Rebellion, and fome v^^i^ 
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executed for it ; and the prefent Plot was contrivM at Roih^j 
and countenanc'd in Popifh Countries ; 9 jat many of the 
Papifts were not only Wcll-Wilhers to it, but had contri- 
buted large Sums of Money towards carrying of it on ; and 
therefore he thought it very reafonable, fince they made (iich 
ill Ufe of the Savings of the Incomes of their Eflates, that 
the fame fhould go towards the great Expence which they and 
the Pretender's Friends had put the Nation to.* Then the 
Qucftion being put upon the Motion above, it was carried 
in the Affirmative by 217 Votes, againft 168. 

No<u. 26.. The above Refolution was reported, and the 
Queftion being put. That the Houfe agree with the Com- 
mittee, It was very vigoroufly oppos'd by Lord Gage, 
Mr Lutwyche, Mr Hungerford, Mr Sloper, and Sir Jofrah 
Jekyll, which M took Notice, * That tho' the Law tor 
taking away two ThlVds of the Eftates of Popifh Recu- 
iants, which was made in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, was a 
juft Punifhment the Roman- Catholicks drew upon themiehres 
by their frequent Confpirades againft her Life and Govern- 
ment; yet neverthelefe, fuch was the Wifdom and Mode- 
ration of that excellent Princefs and of her Minifters, that 
they never put that fevere Law in Execution ; and fince thofe 
great Virtues flione no lefs brightly in his prefent Majefty, 
than in Queen Elizabeth, his Royal Predeceffor, he wifh*d 
he could fay the fame of thofe who have the Honour to fervc 
him.' Mr Weft fpoke likewife againft the Refolution, 
but was anfwer'd by Mr Lowndes *, Member for Eaftlow, 
Captain Vernon f , Member for Penryn, and Mr R. Walpole, 
fo that the Queftion being put thereupon, it was carried 
by 188 Votes againft 172 ; and a Bill was order'd to be 
brought in accordingly. 

December 12. A Petition of the SQuth-Sea Company was 
prefented to the Houfe by Sir John Eyles *♦, Member for Chip- 
penham, and read, fetting forth. That they laboured under an 
infupportable Burden, from which they pray'd to be relieved 
by this Houfe ; and that they were content to convert'-Part 
of their Capital into Annuities, redeemable by Parliament, 
transferable at, and payable by, the faid Company^ Here- 
upon Mr R. Walpole inform'd the Houfe, That his Ma- 
jefty had been acquainted with the Subftance of the faid Pe- 
tition, and had commanded him to acquaint this Houfe; 
That his Majefty gave his Confent that this Houfe fhould 
proceed to the Corfideration of the faid Petition, upon Con- 
dition that the faid Company fhould convert one Moiety of 
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their Capital into Annuities. Then Come Claufes in the A61 
of ParJiament of the Seventh Year of his Majefly's Reign, < 
intided, an Adl, For making federal Provifions to refiore the 
publick Credit^ luhich fuffers by the Frauds and Mijmanage* 
ment of the late Dire&ors of the South-Sea Company and 
others, were read, and a Motion being made, that the Peti- 
tion above-mention 'd be referred to the Con£deration of the 
Committee of the whole Houfe, who were to con£der of the 
State of Publick Credit and of the Sute of the National 
Debt, the iaid Motion was opposed by Mr Sloper, Serjeant MrsiofMr. 
Pengelly, Member for Cockermouth ; Mr Hutchefon, Mr m?huJS: 
Freeman, and Sir Jofeph Jekyil ; but being anfwer'd by Sir ^r ?*j2^. 
John Eyles, Mr Methuen, and Mr Robert Walpde, the faid sir John Eyi«. 
Motion was carryM, without dividing. Then the Houfe went SJj R?\vs!Sdc. 
into the faid Committee, and a Motion being made for re- 
mitting the two Millions due from the South-Sea Company 
to the Government, and for converting into Annuities one 
Moiety of their Capital Stock : This was ftrenuoufly oppos'd 
by Mr Sloper, Sir Jofeph Jekyil, Mr Thomas Bioderick, ^,f^^^ 
Member for Guildford j Sir Nathiiael Gould, Member for JJ,' j,?'^^^^ 
Shoreham ; Mr Trenchard, Member for Taunton j Sir Wil- Mr TrencUrd. ' 
frid Lawfon, and Lord Tyrconnel, Member for Lincohij sirWiifrMLaw- 
who were anfwer'd by Mr Hungerford, Sir John Eyles, Mr Lord Tyrconnei. 
Yonge. Mr Horatio Walpole, Mr Robert Walpole, and Mr sf^^fflji^^ 
William Pulttney. After a Debate that lafted till Seven in i^\'!Wiin6^, 
the Evening, the Queftion being put upon the faid Motion, U^fy^pjl^!^ 
the fame was carried in the Affirmative by 210 Voices ' ' '*^^* 
againft 147. 

January 15. Upon a Motion made by Sir John Ruihout, 
Member for Evefham, it was refolved, Nem, Con. I'hat a 
Committee be appointed to examine Chriftopher Layer, in a Committee ap. 
Relation to the Confpiracy mentioned in his Majefty's Speech, SX^JctSft^ier 
at the Opening of this Parliament, to be carrying on againft ^y®'» 
his Perfon and Government i and order'd. That fuch Memr 
bers of the Houfe as were of his Majefty's Privy-Council, be 
the faid Committee, viz. The Hon. Mr. Spencer Compton, 
Speaker; Mr Robert Walpole, Sir Jofeph Jekyil, Mr Me- ThcirNamci} 
thucn, Mr William Pulteney, Mr John Smith, Mr Hampden, 
Lieutenant* General WilJs, and Sir Robert Sutton. After An Arfdeft re- 
tiiis, upon another Motion made by Mr Robert Walpole, it maa Pa%S'r^ 
was alio refolv'd, to addrefs his Majeil)', for the feveral i«»g«^cte9 
Examinations and Papers relating to Chriftopher Layer. 

Jan. x6. Mr R. Walpole, purfuant to the Addrefs of the which are pre- 
Houfe to his Majeffy, prcfented to the Houfe feveral original iA'^uh!! 
Papers relating to Mr Layer j and having delivered them in ^tt^t^^^ 
at the Table feal'd up, Mr Shippen moved. That the Packet J'^'jJ«^| *" 
be opened, and the Papers read. He was feconded by Mr LdCuii^.a^. 
Jefferics ; but Mr Poltciney having reprefented, ' That a^ thofe 
Vox. I. P p ^^^w 
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Papers were to be a Guide to the Committee appointed to 
examine Mr Layer, it was improper to make them publick 
before the faid Examination was over ; it was thereupon or- 
dered, I. That the faid Papers be referred to that Commit- 
tee. II. That the faid Committee meet and fit at fuch 
Time and Place as they thought fit. III. That Three be 
the ^orum of the faid Committee. 

February 8. The Houfe went into a Grand Committee, 
to prepare Heads of a Bill, For preventing Frauds and Abufei 
in the tobacco Trade, &c. and confider'd of the Duties and Al- 
lowances upon Tobacco, and what Abatements or Regulations 
might be made therein. Hereupon Mr Trenchard mov'd, 
* That in order to prevent for the future the Frauds and 
Abufes committed in the faid Trade, there might be a Rc- 
Entry of all Tobacco that was remov'd from one Port to 
another, both in England and Scotland ; but that Motion not 
being feconded, was dropt. Then he took Notice, * That 
tho' the Scots were, in many Refpeds, great Gainers by the 
Union of the two Kingdoms, yet they were very deficient in 
paying their Proportion. of die publick Burdens ; that by the 
Treaty of Union they were to pay 50,000 1. per Atmumy to- 
wards the Malt-Tax, but that, if he was rightly informed, 
for feveral Years paft, they had not paid above 1 0,000 1. and 
therefore he mov'd, that it might be an Inftrudion to the 
Committee to inquire into that Matter. He was feconded 
by Mr Hungerford : But it being reprefented, that fuch an 
Inquiry was very improper in the prefent Jundhire, and 
might inflame the Nation ; Sir Nathanael Gould made a 
Motion, That all Tobacco imported both into England and 
Scotland be put into Warehoufes, and not be remov'd 
from thence without a Permit, to prove that the Duty was 
paid : But it growing late, the farther Confideration thereof 
was adjoum'd. This Affair was, after feveral unavoidable 
Delays on Account of fo much important Buiinefs being 
depending before the Houfe this SeiSon, put off to the 5 A 
of March. 

Feb. 23. Mr Pulteney, from the Committee appointed to 
examine Chrillopher Layer and others, acquainted the Houie, 
that the Committee had prepared a Report to be laid before 
the Houfe, and defir'd the Houfe would appoint a Day for 
receiving the fame : Whereupon it was order'd. That the 
faid Report be receiv'd upon the ift Day of March. 

Feb 26. The Bill, For punijhing Mutiny and Defertion, Set. 
being fent back from the Houfe of Peers, an Amendment 
made by the Lords, for inferring in the Preamble the Num- 
ber of Forces thought proper to be kept on Foot for the 
Year 1723, confifting of 16,449, effective Men, Officers in- 
cluded, ^nd 1S15 ^rcv^^vds^ vfas read s and ja Motion being 
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made, that the Houfe do agree with the Lords, it occaflon'd Anno 9. g«).i. 
a very warm Debate, many Members urging, * That it in- ^^^^2^ 
trench'd on the proper Prerogative of the Commons to grant 
Supplies : ' But at laft the Queftion being put, whethc;* to 
agree or not ? It was carried in the Affirmative, by 1 30 Votes 
againft 116. 

March I . Mr W. Pulteney, Chairman of the Committee 
on Layer's Plot, reported the Matter as it appeared to them, 
and read the Report in his Place, and delivered the fame in at ,^. commons 
the Table, with ieveral Appendixes. coB&iertheRe- 

March 2. The Houfe proceeded to take the above-men- KS^^Sn 
tion'd Report into Confideration, and after the reading of it by ^y"'* **^' 
the Clerk, put off the fame to the 8th, and orderM in the 
mean Time, that the Report with the Appendixes be print- 
ed. To thefe therefore we refer our Readers for the Particu- 
lars of Layer's Scheme. 

March I, The Commons' in a Grand Committee, confi- a farther Piwea 
der'd farther of Heads for a Bill, For presenting Frauds and SccVBiS* ^ 
Ahufes in the Tobacco-Trade , Sec. and came to feveral Rcfo- 
lutions, which Mr Sandys having reported the next Day, were 
agreed to, without Debate, and a Bill order'd to be brought 
in purfuant to the (aid Refolutions, which afterwards pa^'d 
into a Law. 

March 8. The Commons proceeded to take into farther Mr w. Paiteney*! 
Cbniideration the Report from the Committee appointed to Jhl^c R^^tT 
examine Chriflopher Layer and others ; and Mr William 
Pulteney mov'd, < That this Queftion might be put, viz. That 
upon Confideration of the Report and the feveral Papers 'and 
Examinations relating to the Confjpiracy, it appears to this 
Houfe, That la deteftable and horrid Conlpiracy has been 
foim'd and carried on by Perfons of Figure and Diftindion, 
and their Agents and Infbruments, in Conjundlion with 
Traitors Abroad, for invading thefe Kingdoms with foreign 
Forces, for raifing Infurredtions and a Rebellion at Home, 
for feizing the Tower and City of London, for laying violent 
Hands upon the Perfons of his moft Sacred Majefty and the 
Prince of Wales ; in order to fubvert our prefent happy 
Eftablifhment in Church and State, by placing a Popifh Pre- 
tender upon the Throne.' 

This Motion was feconded by Sir John Rufhout, and Mr ^^^ thenoti. 
Thomas Broderick ; but Mr Shippen, and Mr Bromley en- ^'x^^dSlL 
deavour'd to extenuate fome Matters, which, in their Opi- Mr suppen. 
nion, were couch'd in too ftrong Terms, as not being dearly ^'^'^^^^y* 
prov'd. They faid, * They <Sd not doubt of the Confpira- 
cy, for they believ'd there had always been one carrying on 
againft the prefent Settlement, ever fmce the Revolution : But 
from what had yet been laid before the Houfe, it did not ap- 
pear to them that there was fuch a particular concerted Plot 
Pp a ^>^ 
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as was mentioned in the Queftion above-mcntion'd. Sif 
Jofeph Jekyll faid thereupon, with a great deal of Warmth, 
' That he could not with Patience, and with his ufaal Mode- 
ration, hear the Truth of this deteftable and horrid Confpi- 
racy caU'd in Queftion, after fo many undeniable Proofs. 
But, added he, as there are People who know nothii^ of the 
Plot, and yet believe it, fo there are others that know the 
whole Plot, and yet pretend not to believe it.' He was an- 
fwer'd by Mr Jefferies, who, in particular, excepted againfl 
thefe Words in the Queftion, viz. For Laying violent Hands 
upon the Perfon of his moft Sacred Majefiy and the Prince of 
Wales ; becaufe it appeared by the Report, that tl^e Confpi- 
rators only meant the Seizing or AJfaultin^ the Kin^s Terfon, 
&€. But he was replied to by Mr Horatio Walpole, who 
faid, * He was amaz'd to hear fuch Words come out of the 
Mouth of a Lawyer, and a Member of that Houfe ; but 
fince he had forgot his Profeflion, and the Place he was in fo 
ftr, as to make To fmall a Matter of Seizing the King's Per- 
fon and the Heir Apparent, on whom all that is dear and 
valuable to Englifhmen, both as Men and Chriftians, entirely 
depends, he muft take the Liberty to tell him, that much 
Icis than feizing and aflaulting the Perfon of the King or 
Prince, is by our Laws look'd upon as an Overt-Ad of High- 
Trcafon.' Then the Queftion, as proposed by Mr Pul- 
teney, was carried without dividing. 

After this. Sir Robert Raymond mov'd. That it appears to 
this Houfe, that John Plunket has been a principal Agent 
and Inftrument in the faid horrid and deteftable Confpiracy, 
and has carried on feveral treafonable Correfpondences to pro- 
cure a foreign Force to invade thefe Kingdoms, to raife In- 
furredHons and a Rebellion at Home, and u'as cngag'd wiA 
others in the villanous and execrable Defign of laying violent 
Hands upon his Majefty's moft Sacred Perfon. This Queftion 
being likewife carried without a Divifion ; Sir Robert Ray- 
mond mov'd again. That Leave be given to bring in a Bill, 
9« infliSl certain Pains and Penalties on John Plunket. He 
Was feconded by Mr Onflow, but tho' the faid Motion was 
warmly oppos'd, yet after fome Debate it was carried 
by a Majority of 289 againft 130, that the faid Bill be 
brought in ; and then tlie Houfe adjoum'd 'till the nth. 

Mflrch 1 1 , The Houfe rcfum'd the adjoum'd Confidera- 
tion of the Report from the Secret Conmiittee, and Sir Philip 
Yorke * open'd the Debate in a Speech, wherein he pardcu- 
larly enlarged on the Share Mr George Kelly alias Johnibn^ 
had in the traiterous and deteftable Confpiracy, and then 
proposed this Queftion, viz. That upon Confidcracion of the 
.Report from the Committee, appointed to examine ChriflcK 
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fitter Layer, and others, and the feveral Papers and ExamK ^.^^^^ 
patloDs relating to the Confpiracy, it appears to this Houfe, v^^^V*"^^ 
That 'George Kelly alias Johnfon has been a principal Agent 
and Inibrument in the faid horrid and deteltable Confpiracy, 
and has carry'd on feveral treafonable Correfpondences to 
raife Infurredions and a Rebellion at Home, and to procure 
a foreign Force to invade thefe Kingdoms from Abroad : ^^^'^ tbtmmu 
This Motion being feconded by Mr Sandys, was carry'd *^**«^' 
without any Divifion. Then Sir Thilip Yorke mov'd, 'That 
a Bill be brought in To infliSl certain Fains and Penaltiu 
upon George Kelly alias Johnfon^ which was feconded by ^^^ j^ walpole. 
Mr R. Walpole. Hereupon Mr Trenchard faid, * That he Mr Trenchant 
thought the propereft Way to proceed againfl this Criminal, 
was in the old Parliamentary Method, by Bill of Attainder, ^^ Bwmiey. 
there being fufficient Proof to fupport fuch a Bill :' But this JJj^*pp*'J;' 
Motion was not feconded. On the other Hand, Mr Brom- '^'^^ 
ley, Mr Shippen and Mr Lutwyche oppos'd Sir Philip Yorkers ||j ^2^jt^ 
Motion, but were anfwer'd by Sir Jofeph Jekyll, and Mr "^ 't*"*^- 
Talbot, Member for Durham ; and the Qneftion being put, dnvitofaeteoql^t 
it was carry'd in the Affirmative by 280 againft 1 1 1 . "»• 

Then Mr Yonge flood up, and took Notice, how deeply MrToimeraofes 
Dr Francis Atterbury, Bifliop of Rochefler, liad been ^*^,*^ 
concerned in this dcteflable Confpiracy ; aggravating his jTOj^^^JJ^*** 
Crime fix>m his holy FundUon and high Station in the Church concem'din the^ 
of England, a Church ever confpicuous for its Loyalty j from SS^SiSSu* 
the folemn Oaths he had, on fo many Occafions, taken to 
the Government, and by which he had abjur'd the Preten* 
der ; when at the fame Time he was traiteroufly confpiring 
to briqg him in, upon the Ruin of his Country and of all 
that was dear and valuable to us, as Freemen and Chriflians : 
Concluding, that as he was a Difgrace to his Order, and 
Difhonour to the Church, fo he might apply to him on this 
Occafion, thefe Words of the ifl of jiSls, Verfe 20. Let bis 
Habitation be defolate^ and let no Man dwell therein : And 
his B^oprick let another take. And therefore he mov'd. 
That it appears to this Houfe, * That Francis Lord Bifhop of 
Rochefter was principally concerned in forming, direding^ 
and carrying on the faid wicked and detefkble Cdnfpiracy, 
for invading thefe Kingdoms with a foreim Force, and for 
raifing InfurrefUons and a Rebellion at Home, in order to 
fubvert our prefent happy Eftablilhment in Church and State, ^^^^ uweon, 
by placing a Popifh Pretender upon the Throne.* Mr Yonge 
was feoonded by Sir John Cope ; but they were anfwcr'd ^ J**» ^^'^f^ 
by Sir William Wyndham, who faid, * He faw no Caufe sir w.wjmdfcaii. 
to proceed againfl the Bifhop in io fevere a Manner, there MrBronier. 
being little or indeed no Evidence befides Conjedures and MrHalE£^. 
Hearfkys.* He was backed by Mr Bromley, Mr Shippen, cSi"^*''*"^* 
Mr Htttchefou, Mr Hangcrford, Col» ScnLU^^^wj^, ^t W\*g!!^'*^ 
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Lutwyche, and Dr Friend. They were rcply'd to by Sir 
Jofeph Jekyll, Mr R. Walpole, Mr PeJham, Mr Talbot, 
Mr John Smith, and Mr William Pultcney ; and a Motion 
being made, and the Queftion being put, that the Houfc do 
now adjourn, itpafs'd in the Negative by 285 Voices againft 
152; after which, the Queftion being put upon Mr Yonge's 
Motion, the fame was carry'd without dividing. Then a 
Motion was made, and the Queftion put. That a Bill be , 
brought in, Ta infliSi certain Pains and Penalties on from 
Lord Bijhop of Rochefter^ which after fome Debate, was aHb 
carry *d without any Divifion. 

March 13. Mr Robert Walpole acquainted the Hoafe, 
*" That he had received his Majefty's Commands to acquaint 
the Houfe, that his Majefty having had juft Reafon to ap- 
prehend Hr John Friend, Member of this Houfe, for High- 
Treafon, had caufed him to be apprehendod, and deiir'd 
the Confent of the Houfe to his being committed and d^ 
tain'd for High-Treafon, according to an Ad of this p^^ ' 
fent Seffion, mtitled an Aft, For imfrnjoering his Majejlj tt 
feciire and detain fiich Perfons as his Majefiy Jhall fuJ^eS art 
confpiringagainft his Perfon and Government [fee p. 288.] Upon 
which he mov'd, that an humble Addrefs be prefented to his 
Majefty, that he would be pleas'd to give Order for committing 
and detaining Dr John Friend, purfuant to the Aft of this 
Seffion of Parliament for that Purpofe. This Motion was 
feccmded and back'd by feveral Members : But Mr Shippen 
and Mr Bromley oppos'd it, faying, * They could not fee 
any Reafon for that Houfe giving Leave for detaining any 
Member, unlefs the Species of Treafon was- declar'd, and 
that the Information was upon Oath.' Sir Jofeph Jekyll and 
Mr Robert Walpole, reply'd, ' That by the late Aft fbi 
fufpending the Habeas Corpus A61, the King was impowerM to 
take up any Perfon he had Reafon to fufp5^ ; that therefore 
the Government was not obliged to fay, whether the Infor^ 
mation was upon Oath or not ; But Mr Walpole added, * He 
did not doubi but Dr Friend was charged upon Oath ; and 
privately declar'd to feveral Members, that they had pofi-. 
tive Proof of his being guilty of the blackeft and bafeft Trea- 
fon.' Mr Shippen then fuggefting, * That Dr Friend's having 
fpoke fo warmly two Days before, in Mr Kelly's and the 
Biftiop of Rochefter's Behalf, was, in his Opinion, the Rea- 
fon of his being taken up the next Day himfelf, and that at 
that Rate, there was an End of the Liberty of Speech which 
every Member of that Houfe had a Right to : ' Mr R. Walpdc, 
with a great deal of Wannth, reply 'd, * He wonder 'd any 
Gentleman could think any Miniftry crpable of fo bafc a 
I'hing, as to take up any Gentleman for what he faid in 
that Houfc, without a^y oxVvw C^uCe^ when Uiey knew them- 
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fclves to be accountable a5 well as ethers for their AdloBs f 
Ajding, ' That they w3io made fach Infinuadons might 
BKjre etifily be provM to b<? Jacobites, than they could miik^ 
m lijch an Allegation againil the Miniftry ; ' Mr Pulteney 
ike on the fame Side, and in Relation to Dr Friend"'! 
ng in Kell)'*s Behalf, obft;i v'd* that it was ufual in all 
fpiracies, for one Tray tor to endeatrour to excufe another,' 
WrShippen animadverted fevcrely upon this Hcfleftion, iky- 
ing, * It was not to be endur'd, to have a Member of that 
Hoiife caird a Tray tor, before he was convltled as fadi :' 
Slit Mr Palteney having explaitiM himfelf, that Matter cnd- 
fid ; and then the Motion for an Addrefs was carried without 
lividing. 

March 1 4* The Commons hax-iiig refuj^t'd the Confidera- 

ion of the Report from th^ Committee appointed to examine 

^hriflopher Layer and others i it was refolv'd, "^ That im 

ittmbie Addrefs be prefented to his Majelty, exprefling the 

ndignation of this Haufe againll the horrid and deteilable 

l^snfpiracy which had been carry 'd on againil his M^* 

cfty^s Saa^d Pcrfon, and to congratulate his Majefly on the 

lappy Difcovcry of it, and to alfure his Majefty, that this 

Houie would proceed, with the utmoil Vigour, to bring tliofe 

to JaJHce who had been concerned in thefe unnatural Defigns 

tgainft their Country, and would effi;£lually fupport his Ma- 

tlly^s Government^ and wotild maintainj with all that is deaf 

ttid valuable to them, the prefeiit happy Eftablilhment. 

A Committee was appointed to draw up this lall Addrds, 
if which Mr Thomas B rode rick being chofen Chairman, he 
Imported the laid Addrcfs to the Houle on the i3th, which 
pvas then agreed to. 

Mar^k 19. Sir Robert Raymond prefented to the Houfe a 
Bill, fer iftfii^ing cerlah/ F/iL'/s and FenniHei &fi jf^o^^n 
\Flmdei, which was read the firft Time, and ordered to be 
jtead a fecond Time, on the z3th ; it was alto ordered, 
H* Tliat a Copy of the faid Bill, and of the laid Order, be 
ibrthwith fent to the {^d John Plunket, and deliver'd to 
liim by the Serjeant at Arms. II. That the Attorney-Ge- 
jleral and the Solicit or- General do take Care that die Evi- 
dence a^nll the faid John Phmket be ready to be produced 
'to this Houfe upon Tharfday the -Stlt IJL That the faid 
John PluJiket he allowed Pen, Ink, and Paper. Then Sir 
Phdjp Yorke prefented alio a Bill » Far if^fiklmg certat/i Fains 
f/jj Pen^ittis on George K^JIj, aliss Jshnfi^t^ which was read 
■he firit Time, and ordcrM to be read a fecond on the 1 ft of 
Slpiil, and the like three Oilers in relation to this Bill, were 
piade as thofe of the Bill (or punilhing John Plunket. 

MMfib ZQ^ The Hoiifc prefented their congzaniktoiy Ad- 
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Moft gracious Sovereign, 

AnAddrdBofCon- * TTpur Majcfty's moft dutiful and loyal Subjc£l$, the 
^%fuifc^ * JL Commons in Parliament affembled, do humbly beg 
¥ciyaf thcKot. < Leave to approach your Royal Peribn with Heart) full of 

* Concern and Horrour, for the deteilable Confpiracy fbrm'd 

* againft your Perfon and Government. 

* We lament with Indignation, that any of our Fellow- 

* Subjects who enjoy, in common with us, the many and iignal 
' Bleffings of your Majeily's mild and juil Adminiftration, 

* ihould fo far give themielves up to Deluiion, as to confpire 

* againft publick Liberty, againft their own Security, and 

* againft the only Bulwark of all that is dear and valuable, 

* your Majefty's Perfon and the Proteftant Succeffion in your 

* Royal Family. 

* We fee with Aftonifhment, that Perfons of Figure and 

* Diftindtion, who ought to have been the beft Judges, and 

< moft zealous Defenders of your benelicent and mild Reign, 

* by which alone their Fortunes and Dignities can be made 
' fecure, fhould be fo far infatuated, as to head and abett a 

* monftrous Confpiracy to deftroy your Majefty, their Coun- 

* try, and themfelves ; that Honour, Faith, and the moft 

* folcmn Ties of Religion, ftiould be violated in Favour of 

* a Popifh Fugitive, known only for his blind Bigotry and 
S Attachment to Rome. 

< As we have with fenfible Sorrow and juft Reientmen^ 
' difcoverM thefe vile Practices, fo will we take Care that 

* the wicked Authors may not, by any Coptrivance or Prac- 

* tice whatfoever, efcape Puniftmient ; but that all Confpi- 

* rators may, by the Juftice of Parliament, be for ever herc- 

* after deterr'd from engaging in fuch traiterous Attempts. 

* We congratulate your Majefty, and all your good Sub- 

* j€ds, that you have efcap*d the black and unnatural De« 
' figns of the worft of Men ; and that Almighty God has^ 

* by this happy Difcovery, given you and your Royal Fa- 

* mily a frefh inftance of his ftngular Care and Protedion. 

' For us, your faithful Commons, who fed with Joy and 
' Gratitude the ineftimable Bleftings of your Reign ; who are 

* fenftble of the glorious Advantages of Liberty and of the 

* Proteftant Religion ; and have in Abhorrence the Miferict 

* and Slavery inieparable from Popery and a Popifh Go* 

* vermnent ; we will ftand by your Majefty, and eftedn? 

* ally fupport your Government, at the Hazard and Expenoe 
' of our Lives and Fortunes. 

* We will maintain and defend your Majefty^s rightful 
' and lawful Title to the Crown of thefe Realms, and coft 

< deavoor to tranfmit to the lateft Pofterity this happy> fiee, 
' and ancient ContoiuxvoTv.' . . ". 
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To this Addrefs the King return'd the following Anfwer : 

Gentlemen, 
** T" Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- The King's Anfwer, 
** X ^c^s : It is agreeable to the many Inftances of Zeal and 
*' AfFedion to me, which you have upon every O^caiion ex- 
** prefs'd. The juft Refentment and Indignation you have 
** fiiewn againd this Cohfpiracy, will, I doubt not, give en- 
** tire Satisfedlion to all that fincerely wifti well to the pre- 
** fent Eflablifhment, encourage the Friends to my Govcrn- 
" ment> and deter the Enemies of our common Peace from 
** renewing thefe ra(h and defperate Attempts." 

March 22. Mr Yonge prefented to the Houfe a Bill,. For The ftu, r» «i/i» 

.y,._. ' n ' t n 1 ' T\r» -a Poms end PeneUties 

inflidttng certain ratns and renalties upon ur tr^ncts After" mthtBijbtf^R*' 
hury, LordBiJhopofRocheften which was read the firflTime, S'ftTim?** '*'*' 
and order'd to be read a fecond, on the 4th of April. 
It was alfo order'd, I. That a Copy of the faid Bill and 
of the faid Order be forthwith fent to the faid Lord Bifhop 
of Rochefter, and delivered to him by the Serjeant at Arms 
" attending this Houfe, II. That Mr Attorney-General and 
Mr. Solicitor-General do take Care that the Evidence a- 
gainil the faid Francis Lord Bifhop of Rochefter, be ready 
to be produc'd to this Houfe, upon the 4th of April. 
III. That the faid Francis Lord Bifhop of Rochefter be al- 
lowed Pen, Ink, and Paper. 

The fame Day, the King came to the Houfe of Lords, * 
and the Commons attending, his Majefty gave the Royal Af- 
fent to an Aft, For revising and adding tnAJo Millions to the 
Capital Stock of the South-Sea Company y and for revi'ving a 
proportional Fart of the Yearly Fund payable at the Exche^ 
query and for dividing their ivhole Capitaly after fuch Di^ 
*vifion madey into t*wo equal Parts or Moieties ; and for con-^ 
verting one of the faid Moieties into certain AnnuitieSy for 
the Benefit of the Members^ and for fettling the remaining 
Moiety in the faid Company y i^c. [See p. 296.] 

March 23. A Petition of George Kelly, Clerk, Prifoner Petition of r^oree 
in the Tower of London, was prefented to the Houfe and bylVcc^ni^z- 
read, praying that he might be heard by himfelf and Counfel fn^I^i^pS-l!;^^'; 
againft the Billy For infilling certam Pains and Penalties PtnaWesufMhtm'^ 
upon him, ^f. before the fame ft^ould pafs into a Law; ^»»^^^^8""^' 
and that this Houfe would aftign Sir Conftantine Phipps and ^ 
Serjeant Darnell for his Copnfel, and Mr Hugh Watfon 
for his Solicitor ; and that they might have free Accefs to 
him, to receive his Inftruftions in private ; and that he might 
have the Summons of this Houfe, for fuch Witneffes as he 
fliould think neccflary. The Prayer of this Petition, the laft: 

Vol. L Q^c^ ^\ 
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Anno 9. Gco.i. of all Occcptcd, was granted ; and an Order thereupon made 
^^^■yj-v^ accordingly. 

March 25. Mr Speaker acquainted the Houfe, That he 
had that Morning received a Letter from the Lord Biihop of 
Rochefter, that his Lordihip having received a Copy of a 
Petition of the Bp Bill, For ififliBing certain Fains and Fenalties upon him^ for 
ilmt^^h,^^ fupposM Crimes of which he was innocent, he hop'd ht 
wwcbisaliagrani. fljould be allowM to have Sir Conftantine Phipps, and William 
Wynne, Efq; for his Counfel, and Mr Jofeph Taylor, and 
Mr William Morrice, for his Solicitors to aflift him, in order 
to the making his Defence ; and that they might have free 
Accefs to him to receive his Inftrudiions, and give him tiieir 
Advice in private j which was granted. 
APetition of George March 2j. A Petition of George Kelly, Clerk, Prifoncr 
ihc^fi/S'^^gin the Tower of London, was prefented to the Houie, and 
^m%wdi*S*^ read, praying, that the fecond Reading of the BiU, For in- 
jeftcd. JUQing certain Pains and Fenalties upon him^ might be pat 

ofF'till the 8th of April ; and that the Depc^itions upon Oath, 
of Mr Michael Birmingham, Surgeon, and MefTieurs Bafk 
and Borgonio, Merchants, who refided at Paris, to be taken 
before a publick Notary, or ht^xe, fome or one of the Britiih 
Refidents there, and alfo the Dcpofition of Mr Gordon, 
Banker in Boulogne in France, to be taken upon Oath before 
the chief Magiftrate of the faid Town, or a publick Notary 
there, might be admitted to be read at the Bar of this Houfe, 
MrHunecrford. as Evidence for the Petitioner. Mr.Hungerford, Sir William 
Mr Paim^?.'^^'"* Wyndham, Mr Palmer, and Mr Shippen fpoke in Behalf of 
mJ r '^r* k ^^^ Petition ; but being anfwer'd by Mr Robert Walpole, 
Sir J. jekyJT * Sir Jofcph Jekyll, and Sir William Thompfon, it was earned 
Sir w. Thompfon. ^'^^^^^ dividing, that the faid Petition be rejeaed. 
The Bill againft March 28. The Bill, For infliSiing certain Pains ami Pi' 

J^^ond^-^mr^J^d ^^^^^^^ ^pon 7^^n Plunkety was, according to Order^ read a 
he niakuig no be- fecoud Time ; and tho' Mr Plunket did not think fit to 
committed. " make any Defence, yet the Commons proceeded, and the 
Counfel for the Bill produced Extra6b of fevcral original 
Letters from Abroad, giving Intelligence of the Ccmfpiracy. 
And the Counfel having fumm'd up the Evidence, and being 
withdrawn, Mr Speaker open'd the Bill, and the Qaeftion 
being put. That the faid Bill be committed to a Conunittee 
of the whole Houfe, the fame was carry'd without dividing. 
Mftte concerning March 29. The Commons went into a grand Committee 
Wunket'sPonifh- yp^^ ^hc Bill. For infliaing certain Pains and Penakie$ 
upon John Plunket. Mr Onflow being plac'd in the Chair, 
icveral Letters and other original Papers, prov*d by feveral 
-^ Witneffes to be Mr Plunket*s Hand- Writing, were read, as 

was alfo a Letter from the Pretender, and feveral other 
Letters from General Dillon to Plunket ; all which dearly 
evincing, that lit heid a i^iixici^al Share in the contrivii^ 
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and caf Tying on cf the Confpiracy ; Mr Miller mov*d, that 
the Fains and FenaltieSt for which a Blank was left in the 
Bill, might extend to Death ; urging, * That, in his Opinion, 
there was fufficieixt Proof to convitl Kim of High Treafon, 
even in Wcitminfter-Hall^ He was fcconded by the Lord 
Vifcount Middleton, Sir John Rulhout, Mr Clayton, Mr 
Sandys, Mr Walter Chetwynd, Mr John Chetwynd, Sir 
Wilfred Lawfon^ and many others ; but they were opposed 
hy Mr Robert Walpole, Mr Horatio Walpole, Mr Thomas 
BrodericlCj and Sir Jofeph jekyllj who aJledg'd, ^ That the 
filling up of the Blank wi^h Death wouJd be a Kind of 
Deceit put on the Prifgner, becaule a Bill of Pains and 
Penalties was generally underftood not to reach Life, and 
that k was to be fuppos'd, the Prifoner took it in that Senfe, 
otherwife he would have made fome Defence.' The Mem- 
bers who were for Death, feeing the Courtiers of a contrary 
Opinion, would not divide the Hon fa 1 find then Sir Robert 
Raymond mov^d^ ^ That the Pains and Penalties might be 
Imprifonment in fome Part of Great Britain^ during the 
Plcafure of his Majelly, his Heirs and SucceiTors j Forfei- 
ture of his Eifcte ; and that his Attempting to make, or 
any others favouring, his Efcape, be made Felony :' The 
Queftion being put thereupon, ic was carry'd in the Aifirma- 
tjve by 280 Voices againll 91. 

Jpril 1 . The Commons being acquainted, that Serjeant 
Darnell had declined appearing at the Bar of their HonJe as 
Counfel for George KelJy^ being cngag'd in Bufinefs at the 
Affixes in Snflex^ it was ordered. That Fettiplace Nott, Efqi 
be allow M Counfel for the ^d George Kelly, inftead of 
Mr Serjeant Darnell. 

jl^rr) 3* The Commons in a Grand Committee coniider'd 
of the Pains and Penalties to be inflidled on George KeOy, 
and after fome Debate, it was refolv'd, by 224 Voices 
againit 1 1 2^ that his Puniihment ftiould be the fame as John 
Plunket's. 

April ^. The Bilhop of Rochefter's Tryal being to come 
Oil that Morning, his Lordfhip fent a Letter to Mr Speaker, 
which he deiir'd might be communicated to the Houfei 
an<i accordingly, Mr Speaker read the fiid Letter, con- 
taining in Sublfcince, * That his Lordfhip, tho* confcioui of 
' his own Innocence, did, on feveral Accounts, decline giving 

* that Houfe any Trouble that Day, and contented himfelf 

* with the Opportunity, if the Bill went on, of making hia 

* Defence before another, of which he had the^Honour to 
' be a Member,' Norwithilanding this Difappoiiitment, 
the Commons proceeded in that Affair, and the Counfel for 
the Bill being call'd m, and the Bill read, the Counfel 
opCE d the Evidence^ and prodac^d a Scheme^ tak^n aniongfl 
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Mr Layer's Papers, which was read ; as were alfo feveral 
Copies of Letters flopped at the Poll- Office. Theri the Coun- 
fel examined feveral WitneiTes, to make good the Allegations 
of the Bill ; produced feveral Papers taken at his Lordihip's 
Houfes at Welbninller and Bromley ; as alfo a Packet taken 
on -one of his Lordfhip's Servants at the Tower of London ; 
aad examin'd tu'o Witneffes ; one to prove, that a Letter 
and Paper contained in the faid Packet were his Lordihip's 
Hand- Writing ; and the other to prove, that a Letter di- 
reded to Mr Dubois, taken amongfl his Lordfhip's Papers, 
at the Deanry at Welbninller, was feal d with the fame Seal 
that the Letter taken on his Lordfliip's Servant at the Tower, 
was feal'd. Then the Counfel fumm'd up the Evidence, and 
being withdrawn, Mr Speaker open'd the Bill, which was 
committed to a grand Committee for the 6th Inflant. 

Jpril ^. The engrofs'd Bill for punifhing Plunket was 
read the third Time ; and the Queflion being put. That the 
Bill do pafs, the fame was llrenuoufly oppos'd by Sir William 
Wyndham, who was feconded by Mr Shippen and Mr Ket- 
tleby ; but being anfwer'd by Mr Robert Walpole and Sir 
Jofeph Jekyll, the Quellion was carry'd in the Affirmative 
by 250 Voices againft 72. Hereupon the faid Bill was 
ordered to be carry'd up to the Lords. 

Jpril 6. The Bill for punifhing George Kelly alias John- 
fon, was read the third Time, pafs'd, and fent up to the 
Lords ; and then the Commons went into a Grand Commit- 
tee upon the Bill, For inftiHing certain Fains and Penalties 
upon Francis Lord Bijhop of Rochefter. When it came to 
the filling up the Blank for Pains and Penalties, the Court- 
Party mov'd. That he fhould be deprived of his Ofhce and 
Benefice, banifh'd the Kingdom, be guilty of Felony if he 
retum'dj and that it fhould not be in the King's Powa* to 
pardon him without Confent of Parliament ; but without 
Forfeiture of Goods and Chattels^ Hereupon Mr Lawfon 
reprefented, ^ That the Evidence againft the Bifhop feeing all 
either Hearfay, or Conjecture, and therefore not to be de- 
pended upon, he ought to have no Punilhment at .all.' Mr 
Oglethorpe was of the fame Opinion, but gave it another 
Turn ; He faid, * It was plain, the Pretender had none but 
a Company of filly Fellows about him ; and it was to be 
fear'd, that if the Bilhop, who was allow'd to be a Man of 
great Parts, fhould be banifh'd, he might he follicited and 
tempted to go to Rome, and there be in a Capacity to do 
more Mifchief by his Advice, than if he was fuffer'd to ftay 
in England, under the watchful Eye of thofe in Power.' But 
the Queftion being put upon the iirft Motion, it was carried 
without any Divifion. 
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Jprtl o. The engrofs'd Bill to inflidl certain Pains and Pe- 
nalties on Firancis Lord Bifhop of Rocheiler, was read the 
3d Time, pafs'd, and fent up to the Lords. xhTBiflt^ataft^ 

Jpril 27. Mr Lowndes prefented to the Houfe a Bill, For f^^^PP-*^ 
Ji^ying a It ax upon Papifts ; which was read the firil Time, 
and order'd to be read a fecond-Time on the 3d of May. Tax'^'^i^Ju'^* 

May 3. The above Bill was read a fecond Time, and read twice, 
committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

May 6. The Commons being in a Grand Committee on 
the BUI, For laying a Tax on Papifts y Mr Lutwyche fpoke 
againfl the faid Bill as follows : 
Mr. Speaker, 

* TheGentlemen, who have fpoke in favour of this Bill, have MrLutv«yche«s 
urg'd « That fmcethe happy Revolution the Roman-Catho- fiSd'sm?*^^ 

* licks have been more or lefs concerned in every Confpiracy 

* againfl the Government j fo that if they did not ihew 

* themfelves in the late Confpiracy, it was out of Prudence, 

* and not for wantof Zetl for the Pretender's Caufe."* They 
will not allow, that it is liable to the Obje^ion of not being 
fupported with particular Fadb, but fay, with great Proba- 
bility, * That the Roman-Catholicks have made large Con- 

* tributions here at Home, to fend to the Pretender and his 

* Adherents Abroad : And if they are in a Capacity of fup- 

* plying the Neceffities of their Friends Abroad, it is but 

* very reafonable for them to contribute to the defraying an 

* Expence they have, in a great Meafure, occafioned at Home.* 

* Upon this general Way of Reafbning, this Bill for raifinga 
Hundred Thoufand Pounds upon the Roman-Catholicks has 
been formM j and a general Charge of this Kind may be a 
fufEcient Ground-work for a Preamble to the Bill ; but the 
enading Part ought to be fupported with particular Fafls 
plainly prov'd, otherwife we nuy involve innocent Perfons 
in a Punifhment only due to the Guilty. And though the 
Legiflature hath fometimes gone upon the Notoriety of the 
Fa^, it is to be hop'd, that this Method may be but feldom 
taken where the Life or Fortune of any Subjcd is in Queftion ; 
nothing being more uncertain than Hearfay, Conjecture and 
forc'd Conilruftions ; which the Law has wifely provided a- 
gsdnil by afcertaining fix'd Rules to direft the Judgment of 
the inferior Courts of Jullice. 

* It is likewife given, as a Political Reafon for Faffing of this 
Bill, * That raifiiig this Hundred Thoufand Pounds upon the . 

* Roman Catholicks will deter the Jacobites Abroad from 

* entering upon fuch rafh Enterprizes, when they find that 

* their Friends here in England are to fuffer for the Diilur- 

* bance they give us : And it will alfo fhew them, that the 
' Nation Ncan put it felf in a State of Security without burtlien- 
\ ing the Subjcft J which has been one of the chief Views of 
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* the Confpirators to adid Fcwel to the Difcontents of the 
People/ But if none of thefe Arguments Should prevail ; • if 
the Notoriety of the JPad does not convince i nay, if the great- 
eft Probability of the Roman-Catholicks fending Mone^r A- 
broad can meet with no Credit ; the Legislature, fay tkey^ is 
Jiighly juftify'd in paifii^ this Law for raifmg an Hatred 
Tnoufand Pounds upon the Roman-Catholicks ; * Since by 

* the Laws now in being, as by the Afts of Queen Elizabeth, 

* the Firft of King George, &c. the Romaic Catholick^ arc 

* fubjedl to three Times greater Forfeitures than this Tax 

* will amount to : And that the raifing of this Hundred 

* Thoufand Pounds is a Mitigation of the Severity of the 
' Law ; and f& far from being reckonM a Hardship done 

* them, it ou^t to be confider'd an Indulgence in the Govem- 
' ment.' 

* I have licre thrown together (bme of the Reasons which 
have been given for paffing this Bill 5 I think thofe I have 
mendbn'd are what feem'd to me eo make the greaftcft Itk- 
preffion upon the Hode, when this Matter was firft debated. 
Thefe Reafons were likewife enforced [Seep, 295. J l^ a G«»- 
tlcman, [Mr R. Walpohl whofe Opmioft is juftly efteem*d is 
all Parliamentary Confiderations. I will now mention tkt 
Obje6tions, which occur to Me againft the paifing of this Bdl. 

' In Anfwer to the general Surmife Of the Roman-Catho- 
licks DifafFeftion to the Government ; I can't help obTerving, 
That this general Chax^ neither can nor ought te a#ed any 
particular Pcrfbn, without Proof of fome particular Faft al- 
ledg'd againft him : And it would be the higheft InjuHice to 
make one Man fufter for the Crime of another. The Law 
fuppofing it incumbent, upon twtry Man to be accountaUe 
for his own A6tion8,doth not require what is not in any Man's 
Power, to be aniWerable for another ; and I think I may 
affirm, with great Certainty, that in no one Inftance the Laws 
have adjudged a Penalty upon one Man for the Crime of a-> 
nother: For though in the Cafe of High-Treafon, t^ 
Blood being attainted, a Son does not attain the Honoars 
which would have defcended to him, if his Father had not 
been guilty of Treafon ; yet in that Cafe a Man does ot^ 
forfeit a Fee-fimple Eftate, and the Income of an Eftiateveft' 
ed in him during his natural Life : But the higheft Crimes 
and Miftiemeanors can^t avoid a Settlement, to the Prejtidice 
of an innocent Perfon. 

* I the rather infift upon the Unreafbnablenefs of punifliii^ 
one Man for the Crime of another, to ftiew the Abfuidky 
of a Maxim which is laid down for a certain Dofbine, ' That 
' becaufe fome of the Ronian-Catholicks are fufpeded to 

* have been concern'd in the late Confpiracy, therefore the 

* whole Body of the B.QiQfiiv-C^^^^06»t6k>9&«<^^ bear the 



i 



( 311 ) 



Biirdea of a Tax, whidi fome of them only are alledgM to aju^^. g^. 1, 
■ have made neceffary.' I would not be thought to be an Ad- '^*'* 
vocste for the Roman -Catholicks, any farther than common 
Jullice requires^ hat I nniit appeal to every one who haa 
read the Report of the Committee appointed to examine 
Layer, Whether it appears there that the Roman-Catholicks 
in general arc concerned in the Confpiracy ? Or, whether 
any Mention Is made in the Report of any one Roman- 
Cat holick of Confequenccj except a Noble Duke, [^^^ Dide 
0/ Nffrfglk'] to v^hora a Letter is fupposM to be writ, intima- 
ting, as if he knew of the Defigns carrying on? How unjuU then 
would it bctifthe Sufplciun of this great Man's being engaged 
in traiterous Prances, at ih^ Hazard of liis Life and Fortune^ 
fiiould gtve Oca^fion to the infii£ting the feverell Penalties 
tipon many in no cent Families, who neither wifh nor can hope 
to better their Fortune by any Revolution of Affairs. 

* I think, Sir^ I have fully anfwerd what has been faid for 
pailing the Bill, upon the genial Head of Dtfailedion ; but 
one Thing more I will add, That if yau impofe this Tax 
upon the Roman-Cathcjlicks, upon a general Allegation, 'That 
' their Religion maintains Principles inconlillent with theWel- 

* lare of the Government ; * you punifli them for thcCaufe of 
their Religion- And for my own Part, I look upon Perfe- 
cation to be a Do^ine odious in it M£, highly reHeajng 
upon the Honoar of Parliament, and gready infringing upon 
the Freedom of the Subjed. Nor would I hare his Ma- 
jelly's mild and gracious Reign blemiibM with fuch a mer- 
cilefs Aft of tlie Legiilature, which mujt neceffarily confirm 
the obilinate in their Errors, and entirely alienate the A fic- 
tions of the well-difpos'd Roman-CatiioUcks. 

We are likewife told, * That the raifmg this Hundred 
*■ Thoufand Pounds upon the Roman-Catholicks is done out' 

* of a Political Reafon, to deter the Jacobites Abroad from 

* entering upon fuch rafh Enteiprizes^ by making their 
' Friends here in England pay the Expence which the Na- 

* tion finds neceffary for its own Security.' As this is a 
Matter meerly of Speculation ^ and as there is no certain Rule 
to go by to know what will be the Confequence of raifing 
fuch a Tax, I will venture to give my Conjeflures upon this 
Head. IdoimaginCj thatai the Pretender's Scheme is unjuH in 
Jtfelf, Jt can be form'd upon no be ucr Hopes than theDifcon- 
tents of the People ; and the more Room there is for Complaint, 
the better Profped he has of Succefs : And if it does happen 
that thefe Complaints are well-grounded, as were the Lo fifes 
the People fgflFer d in the South-Sea, then in fuch like Cife, 
how much Indutlry n usM by the Jacobites to aggravate the 
National Grievances ; and to impute every Mifchance to the 
HI Condudl gf the Governments I am afiaid, if U^e Roman- 
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Catholicks fliould be thus heavily taxM j if their peaceable 
and quiet Behaviour does not incitle them to the common 
ProtedBon of the Govcmment ; nay, if they arc more hardly 
us'd by not having been concerned than when they were 
actually engag'd in Rebellion ; I fay, I am afraid they will 
embrace any Opportunity to free themfelves from fuch intol- 
^ erable Burdens, thinking under no Form of Government they 
can receive worfe Treatment. 

* I fhall next confider the Groundwork of this whole Bill, 
viz. * The railing one Hundred Thoufand Pounds upon the 

* Roman-Cathohcks, in lieu of certain Forfeitures they have 

* incurred by feveral Afts of Parliament now in being.* And 
by flating the Balance betwixt the Roman- Catholicks ^md 
the Government, it is pretended, * That the Sum now dc- 

* manded of the Roman Catholicks falls far fhort of what is 

* due to the Government, if all their Forfeitures were rigor- 

* oufly exaded/ I am very ready to grant, that the Roman- 
Catholicks have incurred feveral Forfeitures ; But I think the 
Queftion at prelent is. Whether it is necefT.iry at this Time, 
for the Security of the Government, to take Advantage of thofc 
Forfeitures? For if there is not fome particular Reafon fhewn, 
why you ought to exad them more at this Time than ano- 
ther, you may with equal Jullice raife one Hundred Thoufand 
Pounds the next Year upon the Roman-Catholicks ; and (o 
on, whenever the Government ihall Hand in need of fuch a 
Fund. But furely 'tis not fufficient to fay, becaufe the Ro- 
man-Catholicks have incurred feveral Forfeitures, that there- 
fore you will take Advantage of them : For the plain An- 
fwer to that is. Why do you do it now ? And, Why have 
you not done it before ? It is here neceflary to obferve, 
That when the Legiflature pafs'd this Law, to fubjed^ the 
Roman-Catholicks to the Forfeiture of two Thirds of their 
Eftates, this Law was rather made intentionally to keep 
the Roman Catholicks in Subjcftion to the Government, 
than with any Defign of .having it put in Execution. For 
otherwife I dare fay, fo many Adminillrations, who are the 
executive Part of the Law, could never have thus long dif- 
pens'd with their Duty. 

' If we look back as far as the Reformation, we (hall find, 
that the Roman-Catholicks were never more numerous, 
nevermore powerful, than at the Revolution, juft upon King 
» James's Abdication. Then all Means had been us'd to pro- 
pagate Popery ; Men of that Periuafion were put into Places 
of Profit and Trufl ; the Army was filPd with Roman-Catho- 
licks, and it was generally thought that the Nation was ripe 
to take upon them the Drudgery of the Roman Yoke. When 
King William came to the Crown, he was warmly told.oT 
the Dangers of Poycry *, xhai as there were fcvere Law& 
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againil the Roman- Catholicks, they ought to be put In Ex- 
ecution : That the Roman-Cat hoi icks held Correfpondence, 
and were carrying on Plots and Contrivances with King 
James, then in France, who, as he had an undoubted Title 
to the Crown, was Tupportcd by one of the moil powerful 
Princes in Europe. 1 hen the Competition for the Crowa ^ 
was greatly difFerent from the wild and extravagant Preten- 
fions of a Popiih Fugitive, fied to Rome for Sandluaryj after 
having been turn'd out of molt of the Courts of Europe. 
But King William J who was a wife and juft Prince, and 
knew that no Free State could long fubfifl, but an doing 
equal and impartial Juftice, would not confent to the putting 
thofe Laws in Execution againJl the Roinan-Catholicks, 
which he knew amounted to no lefs than a Ferfecution, 
However, the King^ to gratify the Fears of thofe about him, 
who were continually polTcffing him with the Dangers of 
Popei}', order'd an exad Account to be taken df the Con- 
form iJls, Non- Conform ilh, and Papifts in England, to fee what 
Proportion there was betwixt the Papiib and Proteftanrs ; and 
upon an exa6l Scrutiny, [he Account was found to fhind 
thus : One Hundred and Seventy Nine Conformists, viz. thoic 
of the Eltab!iih*d Churchy to one Papiit ; befides Presbyterians^ 
Quakers, Independents, and all other Proieftaut Diifenters. 

* If the Roman -Citholicka were, at the beginning of the Re- 
volution, but a handful of People i if all the Encouragement 
given to them by King James could not enable them to 
maintain a King of their own Religion upon the Throne, 
what have we now to apprehend from them ? Since many of 
them have followed the Fate of King James, and feveral of 
them have conformed to the Church of England : So that 
we may reafonably conclude, that the Number of Roman- 
Catholicks is one Third Icfs than they were when King Willi- 
am came to the Crown. And I beg Leave here to obfen'e 
a Notion, which has long pre\^ai Id, * That the Liberties of 

* England can never be in Danger, but by the Roman-Ca- 

• tholicks.' Indeed, one would have imagined that Experi- 
ence would have exploded this Opinion, fmce there is no- 
thing more certain than If all the Proteftants were united, 
no Power upon Earth could hurt us. The Conteft does 
not lye betwixt the Protcitant and Roman-Catholick 
Religion : Our Divifions arc not occafionM by the Increafe 
of Popery, but it is obvious to every Man unconceni'd in 
the Difpute, how the Leaders of each Party promote their 
own mercenary Ends, by poiTefling their Followers with 
unneceflkiy Fears and ground! efs Jealoufies. 

* I muft 0W71, befides the Injuftice of psfTmg fuch a Law, I 
am mov*d with CompnlTion to my Fellow -Subje^b, whofe 
Condition muft be very deplorable, if this Bill Ihould pafa 
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into a Law. I wo old iniknce in the C^e of a Gentknm 
of a Thoufand Pounds per Jummu who pays Five Harwiretl 
Pounds per Annum Rent Charge : He muft pay double Taxe5, 
which, at prefcnt amounting to Four ShiUings in the Pounds 
comes to Two Hundred Pounds a Year, out of hia 
Thoufand Pounds a Yeikr : He mull likewife pay his Pro- 
portion of this Hundred Thoufand Founds, which^ at a mode- 
rate Computation^ will be Five Shillings in the Pound, which 
is Two Hundred and Fifty Pounds more to be added to the 
I>edu£tion out of his Elbte ; What then will a Gentleman 
of a Thoufand Pounds per j^nnum iLiveto live upon ? It is 
faid in Aufw^rr to this. That the Homan-Caiholicks do hqC 
pay more Taxes, in feveral Places, than the Proteltarits. B«£ 
fuppofe it were true, that they now pay no more than Two 
Shillings in the Pound, the Cafe of this Gt^ntlemaii will be 
Hill very much to be lamented j and inllead of paying Njik 
Hundred and Fifty Pounds, he will pay Eight Hundred and 
Fifty Pounds out of his Ella re. I have mentiou'd this paj- 
. ticular Cafe, to fhew the unreafonabte Severity of this TdX; 
but I dare fay, many more Inllanccs inight be given of the 
like Nature. 

^ I can't help being a little furpris'd, that thofe Gentlemen 
who are fo wall acquainted with the Circamlbnces of our Af- 
fairs Abroad, did not confider, before they brought in this 
Bill upon the Roman-Catholicks, that his Majelty's Allies 
would certainly inccrpofe in their Behalf: And if upon a Rc- 
ftifal to ad the friendly Part, our Proteilant Brethren Abroad 
fliould be more fevere!y dealt with, we fhould in vain com- 
plain of the Breach of Treaties and of the Laws of the Em- 
pi re ^ when we have broke through the commpn Ties of 
Humanity, 

• I know no better Rule of Government, than to punifti the 
Guilty, and proted the Innocent ; neither the one can com- 
plain of hard Ufage, tho' he may be pitied, nor will the other 
wifh for a Change of that Government, which defends him 
from the Opprcffion of wicked at^d ili-defigning Men. But to 
puniih a Body of People, whom before the Report was made* 
you fufpefted to be criminally concern*d in the Confpiracy j 
and whom, upon Enquiry ^ you find to be innocent in every 
particular Suggeftion alledg*d again il them, [do not take to 
be the Means of convincing the World of the Impartiality of 
our Proceedings. 

* I find great Strcfs laid upon the Roman-Catholicks fending 
Money to the Pretender, and his Adherents Abroad ; a Fadl 
ib confidently affirmed, that one would cxpc£t fome better 
Proof of it than a general Aflertion i and y^l I have never 
heard one fmgle Inlbjice given to convince me of the Truth 
fj>f this AiTciliQU. Cotifideriug the great Vigilance of thf 



I 




iff!" 



( 3M ) 

Miniltry, wlio Kave been able to difcover the mofl fubtle 
Contrivances in carrying on this Conlpiracy* it *ippears ca me 
very unlikely, if the Roman-Cat holicks had made any 
confiJerable Remittances Abroad, that they fhould have 
efcap^d the Notice of the Government. I would fain know 
how comes this Notion of the Roman -Catholicks fending 
Money Abroad ; and why they arc more zealous for the Pre- 
tender's Caiife, than the reft of the Jacobites ? If it is an 
equal Contribution among the Jacobites, it ought to be an 
equal Tax upon the Nonjurors and every Man who has paid 
hia Quota, as well as upon the Roman-Catholicks. But to 
fmgle out one Set of Men from rhe Herd of the Jacobites i 
and upon mere Suppofition^ to infii^l the fevereft Penalties 
upon them, is an A£l no ways agreeable to rhe juil and equi- 
table Proceedings of Parliament. For which ^eafdns I am 
againft thi^ Bill.' 



^^ Lord Gate, 



Mr Lutwyche was fupported by Mr Weft, Lord Gage, Mr Wtd, 
and Mr Thompfon, Member for York ; Mr Trenchard^ 
particular, declarM, * That he thought it very unreafonable j^^ Trendiird 
that the Papifts fliould bear the whole Burden of this Tax, ^^f^^^^^"^^^^^ 
when there were fo many Jacobites who had contributed as ciuiicdin tiJtTa* 
much to the raifing Publick Difturbances as the Papills Piping J V£chli 
themfelvesT and ^lerefore he mov*d, * That the Non* asrccd^fl. 
jurors ought to be included in the faid Trtx intended to be 
laifed upon Papiib ; Accordingly, after fome Debate, the 
Committee came to the following Rcfolutmn^ vix. That to- 
wards raifmg the Sum of 100,000 L granted to his Majelly, 
towards reimburfing to the Publick the great Expences occa- 
fion'd by the late Rebellions and Diforders, to be rais'd and 
levied upon the real and perfonal Ellates of all Papifts, an 
equal Rate and Proportion be rais'd and levied upon the real 
and perfonal Eftates of every other Pedbn, being of the 
Age of eighteen Years or upwards, not having taken the 
Oathj of Supremacy and Aliegiance, and the Abjuration 
Oath^ who fliall upon due Summons neglcft or refufe to take 
the flime. This Rcfolution being the next Day reported by 
Mr Farrer, a Motion was made^ and the Qi>eftion pdt^ that 
the faid Rcfolution be recommitted, but it was carried in the 
Negative 1 Then it Was refolvM» That the Houfe do agree 
with the Committee, and order* d^ That there be an Inftruc- 
tion to the Committee of the whole Houfe to alter and 
amend the Bjl!, F:}r Laying a Tax sn a// Fapijls^ purfuant to 
the faid Rcfolution. 

May 11. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole, 
Houfe, made a farther Progrefs in the Bill, For laying a Tax' '^^i^^^ 
tfpm Paptjit \ and a Motion being made by Mr Lutwyche t*e,addGCk^ff 
lor a Uaufe far mcludmg the Papdls and Nonjurors m scoe^ p^^ptaB iv-,4 
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Scotland, in the Tax intended to be laid on Fapiils and 
Nonjurors in England , it waa carried in the Affirmative by 
a iVJajority of five Voices only. 

May f4. Mr Farrer reported the Amendments the Com- 
mittee had made to the Bill, which were agreed to, except 
the Claufe above -mentioned ; tipon which a Debate arifingj 
Lord Gage and Mr HutcJiefan infifted upon the Equitable- 
nefs of the faid Claufe, and Sir Jofeph Jekyll faid there- 
upon, ' That he knew no Reafon why the Scots Zhou Id be 
excusM from paying their Proportion of this extraordinary 
Tax, unlefs it was, becaufe forty-five Scots Reprefentattvea 
in that Houfe always voted as they were dlreded : But if 
that was the Reafon, it was to be fear'd, leaft CornwaU, which 
fends up a] molt an equal Number of Members, might, upon 
the fame Cohfideration, claim an Exemption from Taxes .^ 
But Mr Robert Walpo!e having leprefented. That the Names 
and real Eftates of the Scots Papilb and Nonjurors not being 
regiller'd, it was impoffible to afcertain their Proportion of 
this Tax, he was fupportcd by moll of the Courtiers ; and 
the Quellion being put, 7^hat the faid Claufe be made Part 
of the Bill, it was carried in the Negative by 178 Votes 
agaiiiH 170; and then fomc other Amendments being made 
by the Houfe to the Bill, it was order'd to be engrofs^d. 
However, two Days after, a Bill was order d to be brought 
in, to oblige all Papifts ^d Nonjurors in Scotland^ to re- 
gitler their Names and realEftatcs; which was accordingly 
brought in, and had an t^fy PaflTage through both Houfes. 

May I 7. The engrofs'd Bill, For iayhga Tax upm P^piJIs 
ami Nrnjuron //r England ^ was pafsM and fent up to die Lords* 

May 27. The King came to the Houfe of Peers widi 
the ufual State, and the Commons attending, their Speaker^ 
upon prefenting the Bill, F^r laying a Tax upon Papifti 
and NQnjmifrs^ made a Speech, ^ wherein he ihew'd the 
Occafion and Neccifity of that Tax, on account of the late 
horrid and execrable Confpiracy, in which they had fo great 
a Share. After this, his Majefly gave the RoyaJ Affect 
to the faid Bill ; Alfo to the Bill, To Mge ail Papijfs m 
Scodandy nfid Nmtjun^rs in Great-Britaiff^ i9 regijfer ihir 
Names and real Ej}am ; To the Bills, For infiiilhg Faint 
and Penahifs on Juhn Plunket^ George Keiiyy and Dr Frond f 
Atterhury Lord Bi/hop of Rochejler : Like wife to feveral 
other Bills, which, as they were not the SubjeiS; of any 
SPEECHES or DEBATES, k would be foreign to 
our Purpofe to take Notice of here. 

Then the Lord Chancellor read his Majefty'a Speech to 
iotJi Houfes, as follows ; 
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\ Anne 9. Geo. t- 

My Lords and Gentlenienj \,,„>^^.^ 

*' T Am perfuaded, notwithftanding the unufual Length af lani^ i spcwb at 
" X tJ^s Seflion, you will not think your Time has been ^S^'f^ts^millp 

I *' mifemployM in coofulting the iieceitary Means 

** ferving the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom, and brings 
*' ing to Juilice fome of the chief Promoters of that Con- 
** fufion which ktely threatned the Nation* 

! ** The prudent Meafures you have taken for our common 

" Security J and your enabling me to defend my Kingdoms 
** agamft any Defigns or Attempts of our Enemies^ are the 
** molt convincing Teltimonies of your Fidelity and AiFec- 
" tion to me, and of your Concern for the Liberties of my 
" People* Ee aflbr'^d, the Coofidence you have repos'd in 
" me ihall never be made Ufe of but for their Safety and 
<* Defence. 

" The Papers which have been laid before yon, for your 

^ *' Information, and have fmce been pubLifhM for the Sati{^ 
** fiiflion of the World, evidently flieWj that the Confpira- 
" tors had brought their wicked Arts and Practices to fuch 
" Ferfedion, that they coniidently carried on their traiterous 

i '* Fruje£ls in Dt fiance of the Law, from an AflTurance of 
*' their being able to elude it : The Refped and Reverence 
" due to the Law had been lofl, and the Tranquility of my 
" People endangered, had not you interposed. This made it 
" neceffary for the Legiflature to exert idHf in punifliing 
" fuch Offenders J whofe Guilt is too certain to leave the 
" lea ft Room for Doubt, and whofe Crimes are too heinous 
'* to admit of any Aggravation. 

** And yet it if with Pleafure I refied, that the Juilice of 
*^ Parliament has been fo tempered with Mercy, that evea 

, *' thofe who are refolvM 10 be difFatisfial, mull acknowledge 

' '^ the Lenity of your Proceedings, and will be at a Lofs for 
** any Pretence to complain, fo few Examples having been 
" made, and the Penalties, inflided by Bill, falling fo 
'* much fiiort of the Punishments due to the fame Crimes 
** by the common Courfe of Law. 

** The Firmnefs you have {hev^ix muft convince the 
" World, how much They were milhken, whofe chief Hopes 
*' were founded on the Difafleftion of my People. It gave 
*' me great Satisfadion to fee as general a Concurrence iti 
'* full Parliament upon this Occafion, as has been ever 
** known on any former ; and it is to be hop'd, our Enemies 

I ** will ceafe to Jktter themfelves with the vam Imagination 
*' of being able to fubvert Qur Religion and prefent EftablHh- 
*' ment. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
f* I niuU acknowledge, in a particular Maimet. the ^tc^t 
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Aflno?. Cm.i. ** Resdinefs you have fhcwn in raifuig the necefTary Supplies 
i-^j—w^t' " fof [He cnfuing Year : It is an unexpeQ:ed Felicity, that 

you have been able fo far to difappoint the Hopes of our 
*' Eneniies, as to avoid laying any new Burthen upon my 
** People : And that foon after that great Shock and ConvuJ- 
*^ fion in all the publick Funds, and in the midfl of intelHne 
** Alarms and Ditbirbanoes, tbe Credit of the Natron fhould 
*' fo far revive and flonrifh, that not only the Supplies of the 
■* Year fhould be rais'd, at a much lower Intcreft than was 
*' ever known in the moft qoiiet Times, but Part of the Na- 
" tional Debt fhould be reduced from an Intereft of ^ to 3 
*' per Cmt. and put in a Courfe of being foon difchargM, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" I return you my moft fincere Thanks for the indefatiga- 
" blc Pains you have taken in the Service of the Publick. 
** I earneftly recommend it to you, in your feveraJ Stations 
** and Countries, to perfevere in your Endeavours for pre* I 
" ferving the Peace of the Kingdom ; by Jatlicc and Keftj- ' 
'* lution, to fubdue the relUefs Spirit of Fa^on and Sedirioii > I 
** and by Prudence and Temper, to reconcile the Misled » 

*' Some extraordinary Affairs calling me Abroad thia Sum* 
" mer, I doubt not but that the Wifdom and Vigilance of 
" my good Subjeffe will prevent our Enemies from taking 
*' any Advantage of my Abfence, To gain the Hearts and 
" Affedions of my People, ihall always be my firft and prin- 
** cipal Care. On their Duty and Loyalty I will intirely 
** depend : And thty may as furely depend on my Protediou 
*' in the full Enjoyment of their Religion, liberty^ and Pro- 
*f pertyJ' 

iTie Parliament Then the Lofd Chancellor prorogued the Parliament to the 
f«»£H?d. fccond Day of July ; after which they were, farther pro- 

rogued to the 9th of January. 

STEECHES and DEBATES 

In the Secottd Ssisioh of the ^^H 

Second Tarliament &f King George I. 1 

fkmt.to.Ceo.h /^"\^ *^^ 9*^ °*" January, the Parliament being met^ 

'7«i-4#- i I according to their laft Prorogation, the King went 

^^^ to the Houfc of Peers, and the Commons attending, 

the Lord Chancellor read his Majcfty's Speech to both 

^1 




i 3'9 ] 

My Lords and Gentlemen, _ 

'* yCarmot open this Sefiion without congratulatmg you J^Ii^^^TsJI^ 

'* X upon the Succefs cf your Endeavours laft Year, for ^p^ninsthcsecforf 

** Che Safety, Intereft, and Honour of the Kingdom : The 

" Rife of the publick Credit, the ilourii'hing Conditioii of 

" our Trade and Manufactures, mid the general Tianquility 

*' of my People J are the happy Confe<ji^nces of your pm- 

** dent Refolutions, It is to he hop'd, that the few Exam- 

** pies, wjiich jvere made of fome notorious Offenders * wiU 

*' be fufedent to deter the moft DifaficGed from engaging ai 

** the like dcfperate and wicked Pr;a^ces, The Augmentation, 

^' which you thought iit Co make to our Nadonal Forces by 

'* Sta and Land, naa not only fecur'd the general Quiet of 

" the Kingdom againll any fudden Attempts or Infurre^ons, 

" but has alfo given me fuch Weight and Credit iu all fo- 

■* reign Negotiations, as greatly contribute towards the Pre- 

*■ fervation of the Peace of Europe. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

*• I will order the proper Officers to lay before you the 
** Eftimates for the Service of the current Year : 1 deiice 
*' fuch Supplies only, as you fhall find abfolutely neceifary 
*' for preferving the Peace of the Kingdom, and for the Se- 
** cnrity of my People ; and thofe, I hope, may be raised 
** without laying aay additional Charge or Burthen on my 
*' Subjeas. 

*' I mull, in a particular Manner* recommend to your 
** Care the publkk Debts of the Kingdom, as the moft 
*' National Concern you cm pofTibly take into your Confi* 
" deration. I am perfuaded it muA be a very great Satif^ 
** fdftion to all my faithful Subje^s, to fee the linking Fund 
" improved and augmented, and the Debt of the Nation 
** thereby put into a Method of being fo much the iboner 
*• gradually rcduc'd and paid off; It would be a Work 
** truly worthy of a BritiJh Parliament, to begin this com- 
*^ mendable Undertaking, and to make fuch a Progrefs 
** therein, as, with a flrift Regard to pubUck Faith and, pri^ 
•* vate Property, may pave the Way to this great and de-^ 
*' firable End. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" In the prefent happy Situation of our Afiain* I have 
** nothing more to recommend to you, than that you would 
*' make Ufe of the Opportunity , which youx owti good 
*f Conduft has put inio your Hands, in confidering of fuch 
*^ farther Laws, as may be wanting for the EaJe and En- 
" couragemcnt of Trade and Navigation, for the Employ- 
ff ment of the Poor, and for the exciting and encouraging 
5« a Spirit of Indnftry m the Naiion. 
2 "\ 
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" I am fuHy fatisfyM, that tlie Trade and Wealth of my 
" People are the happy Effe£ls of the Liberties tJiey enjoy ^ 
"and that the Grandeur of the Crown confilb in their Pro- 
" ^rity I and I am 33 fully perfuaded, chat alJ, "who wiih 
" well to their Country ^ muft agree with me, that it is the 
" vaineft of all Delufions to imagine, that the Religion^ 
** Laws, and Liberties of this Kingdom caji ever be fe- 
*' ciir'd, but by fupporting the prefcnt Eftablifhmerit, and 
** maintaining the SucceJTion in the ProteJlant Line. Let us 
*' therefore heartily join in evesy thing that may tend to 
" promote our mutual Happinefs, and to extinguifh the 
" Hopes of thofe, who long have been and llill are reftlefs 
** in their Endeavours to fubjefl this Nation to the whoje 
*' Train of Miferies, that are infeparable from Pojpery and 
*' Arbitrary Power*** 

The Commons being returned to their Houfe, the Lord 
Finch mov'd, and being feconded, it was refoIvM, AW, 
Con. That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majeily, 
which was unanimouily agreed tOj and on the 1 1 th, pre- 
fented by the whole Houfe, as follows : 



ThcCotnmansAd- 



Mod Gracioos Sovereign^ 

* '\T OUR Maje%'s moit dutiful and loyal Subjefts, the 
' X Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aflembled, 

* beg Leave to congratulate your Majelty upon your fafe and 
' happy Return into thefe Kingdoms j and mo ft humbly dc- 

* fire your Majefty to accept the unfeigned Thanks of this 

* Houfe, for your Mr^jefty's moH gracious Speech from the 

* Throne. As your Majefty is pleasM to found the Gran- 
' detir of your Crown in the Security of the Liberties of 
< your People^ and your Glory in promoting their Profperityi 

* fo they, in Retunij muil: be excited, by all the Ties of 
' Duty and , Gratitude, to build their Happinefs upon the 

* firm and unfluken Principles of Loyalty and AiFctTtion to 

* your Majefty 's moft Sacred Perfon and Government. 

f It is the greateft Satisfaftion to your Majeliy*s faithfiil 
■ Commons to Und^ that the Loyalty of their Refolutions 
' and the Justice of their Proceedings, in the Jail Seffion of 
' Parliament, have been attended with al J the happy Confe- 

* quences they expeded from them ; and now have been re- 
' wai>^ed with your Majefty 's Royal Approbation. 

* We beg Leave to aflure your Majefty, that we ihaH 

* readily and chearfiilly raife all fuch Supplies, as fhall be ne- 
' ceflary to fupport the Honour of your Majefty ^s Govcra- 

* ment, and fecure the Tmnquility of thefe Kingdoms. 

■ We are highly fenfible of your M^jeity's Goodnefs to 
' all youi People I m i^cQWXC^T^\VN^i^5cv\kdailY at this Time, 
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« to our Confideration the publick Debts of the Kingdom ; Annoio. Cco.i. 

* wliich are fo heavy a Load, and fo much a National Con- ^asy. 

* cern, that we fhould be wanting to ourfelves, if we did not ^^~ 

* afl'ure your Majefty, that we will ufe our utmoft Endea- 
' vours to improve and augment the Sinking Fund, and 

* thereby put the National Debt into a Method of being 

* gradually reduced and paid, without any Violation of 

* publick Faith, or Infringement of private Property : And 

* as your Majefty is pleased to encourage our attempting {o 

* great and noble a Dcfign ; fo we are ftjlly perfuaded, that 

* the Wifdom and Steadinefs of your Majefty's Government 
' will enable us to perfed this great Undertaking. 

* We affure your Majefty, that we know of no other 

* Safety, under God, for our Trade and Wealth, Liberty 

* and Property, Religious and Civil Rights, but the Security 

* of your Majefty 's Sacred Perfon and Government, and the 

* Succeflion in your Royal Houfe ; which we will always 

* fupport and maintain againft any traitorous Attempt what- 

* foever ; being truly fenfible of the Bleffings we enjoy under 

* your Majefty's moft gracious and happy Government, 

* which has hitherto preferv'd us from ail thofe Miferies, 

* Experience has taught us, are infeparable from Popery and 

* Arbitrary Power. 

To this Addrefs his Majefty returned the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
*' X Return you my hearty Thanks for this dutiful and The King's Anivret 
" X loyal Addrefs : The Wifdom and Refolution of this *^'"''*^- 
" Parliament have principally contributed to our prefent 
" happy Situation ; and the Perfeverance of my faithful Com- 
" mons, with the fame Zeal and Unanimity, in the Difpatch 
** of the publick Bufinefs, will be the fureft Means of im- 
'* proving this favourable Opportunity to the beft Advantage, • 
" for the Honour and Intereft of the Kingdom." 

January zz. The Conmions, in a Committee of the whole oebate concetning 
Houfe on the Supply, read the Eftimates of the Charge und^Fwc^'. °^ 
of the Guards, Garrifons, and Land- Forces, and MrTreby 
mov'd for keeping up the fame Number of Troops for tlie 
Year 1724, as were maintained the Year before. This oc- 
cafion*d a warm Debate which lafted five Hours. Mr Mr Treby. 
Treby {a) was fupported by Mr R. Walpole, Mr Pelham (^), Mr PcuSlr^** 
Mr Doddington (r), Mr Yonge (//), Mr Thomas Broderick, Mr Doddmgton. 

■tr.T c-.' T^Mr Yor.ee. 

VOL. 1. b S Lord MrT. BioUcrick. 

fa) Made Teller nf the E-cheemery -) 

(b) Appmnted Secretary M Hitr, > All qf them durvt^ this SS^fi. 

(c/d) Made Cmrniffiwers ef tbt Treafiiry 1 i 



Lord Finch. 
8cij. Miller. 
MrStJ. Broderkk. 
Mr Docminiquc. 
Mr Pulteney. 

Sir W. Lawlbn. 
Lord Morpeth. 
Mr Bromley. 
Sir T. Hanmer. 
MrSkwer. 
Mr aUppen. 
Hon.MrVenier. 
Mr Hungeribrd. 
Sir jijcKytt. 
Mr lefleries. 
Mr W. Phimtoer. 
Mr Hntcfaffon. 
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Lord Finch, Serjeant Miller, Hon. Mr St JohnBroderidc, Mr 
Docminique, and Mr Pulteney {e). But Sir Wilfrid LawibOy 
who was fupported by Lord Morpeth (/), Mr Bromtey, Sir 
Thomas Hanmer, Mr Sloper, Mr Shippen, Hon. Mr 
Vemey {g), Mr Hungerford, Sir JoTeph Jctyll, Mr Jefieries, 
Mr Walter Plummer, and Mr Hutchefon, infilled, * That the 
additional Troops rais'd the laft Year (hoitld be di(banded, 
becaufe there was, at this Time, no appare&t Occaiion for 
fo great a Number of Forces ; but the C^eftion being put 
upon the Motion, it was carryM in the Amrmative bv 240 
Votes againft 100 ; and refolv'd, I. That the Number of 
effedive Men to be provided for Guaids and Garrifbns in 
Great Britain, and for Jerfey and Gueniley, for the Year 
1724, including 181; Invalids, be 181S64 ^^"' Commiffion 
and Non-CommiiTion Officers included. II. ThsLt a Sum not 
exceeding 6c 5,6681. 8 s. 7d. be granted for defraying die 
Charge of the faid 18264 Men, for the Year 1724. 

Jan. 23. Thofe Refolutions being repeated, were agreed 
to by the Houie. 

February 2 1 . Sir John Guife prefented totheHoufea Petition 
of Sir Guftavtts Hume, and George Pratt, £{q; and ftvenl 
other Perfons who were Sufllerers by becoming Adventuiers 
in the Projed for carrying on a Trade to the Bahama lilonds. 
After the Reading of this Petition, a Motion being made, 
that the 'faid Petition be referred to the Confideration <^ a 
Conunittee, many Members were inclin*d to the Affirma* 
tive ; but Mr R. Walpole thereupon reprefented, • That this 
Petition feem*d intended to open again the Wounds of the 
Year 1720, which the Parliament, mth great Wifilom, had 
endeavourM to heal ; that if they countenancM fuch a Peti- 
tion, they would foon have a Load of Pieddoitt of the 
iame Nature brought upon them ; and that the Law bemg 
open, the Petitioners ought to feek their Relief there^ where 
many had already found it.* To this Lord Moipeth reply*d, 
< That the reje^g of this Petition would found very ill with- 
out Doors, and lookM as if they (kreen*d their own Mem- 
bers ; fome of whom were known to have beea the pimcipal 
Managers of the Bahama Projedt : The Queftioii being pat 
upon the Motion, it pafs'd in the Negative. 

Afril 24. The King came to the Houfe of Pieers, and Sir 
William Saunderfon, Gentleman-Ufher of the Bbck-Rod» 
was fent with a Medage from his Majefty to the Houfe of 
Commons, commanding their Attendance ia the Hbofe of 
Peers ; the Commons being come diither according, Ui 
Majefty gave the Royal Aflent to feveral Bills ; after whid 

(t) Atpahited Offerer rf Oe Hoif/hoUf Mmy 13, 17^3. 
(f) Son and Heir ^^xrent U the Karl •/ Ur^fit^ 
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his Majefty made the foHowing Speech, by the Mouth of the Anno i^ oeo^r. 
Lord Chancellor* ^ 1!^ ^-^^ 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** ^nr^HE Unanimity, Chearfulnefs, and Difpatch with ThcKingyspwriv 
** X which you have now finilli'd every Thing I recom- Uco'nd tt^^^n. 
** mended to you at the Opening this SeiTion, are freih In* 
** ilancesof yonr Affe^on 10 my Perfon and Govemment^ 
*^ and cannot fm\ of contributing, with the BleiTing of God 
*« on our Endeavours, towards clie EAab!ifhment of that 
" happy Tranquility we now enjoy, both at Home and 
« Abroad. 

" Your continuing the like National Fo^ce by Sea and 
" Land this Year, as was jinlg^d neccflary by Parliament for 
** the Service of the laJt, gives me great Satisfa^ion : You 
** have hereby wifely provided againil the Mifchicfs from 
" any fudden Shocks of publlck Credit i you have provided 
" for the Safety of the Kingdom, and have enabled this 
'* Nation to hold among the Powers of Europe the Rank 
*' and Figure due to her Honour and Dignity. Nothing 
** could have been more acceptable to me, tha^ your having 
** been able to make that Provifion without laying any new 
i' or additional Burthens on my People. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

** I return you my Thanks for the Care and Pains yon 
*' have taken towards augmenting the Sinking Ftmd^ and 
<* improving the publick Revenues by putting them under 
•* a ilriftcr Management. I make no Doubt but that the 
** happy Beginning you have made will be attended with 
" fuch immediate good Confequences, 35 will encoui^ge you 
** to purfue the Way you have now opened for a gradual 
" Redudion of the Debt> and for putting the Trade and 
*• Navigation of Great Britain on fuch a Footj as may not 
** only in romc Mcafure difcourage the unjuftiiiablc Encroach-^ 
" ments they labour under from fome of our Neighbours, 
" but at the fame Time extend her Exportations beyond 
*' what has been known in former j^ges. 
My Lords and Gendemen, 

*• As the early Receis which your Diligence and Unani^ 
" miiy has procured you, affords you the Opportunity of a 
" longer Retirement Into the Country, than the Bufmefs of 
** former Seffions has ufually allowed of; I aiTure myfelf. 
" dial you will carry with you thither the fame Zeal for 
" the publick Good, with which you have been animated in 
** Parliament ; and that you will make i( your Bufmefs to 
" difcountenance any Remains there may be yet left of Se- 
<* ditionoT Diia^ftion, and to promote that perfeft Har- 
*' mony and Confidmce between me and my People, which 
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" I moft earneftly defire, and on which our mutual Happi* 
" nefs entirely depends." 

Then the Lord Chancellor prorogued the Parliament to 
the 4th of June : They were afterward^ farther prorogued to 
the 1 2th of November. 

SPEECHES md DEBATES 

In the Third Session of the 

Second Tarliament of King George I. 

THE Parliament met on the 12 th of November, ac- 
cording to their laft Prorogation, and the King be- 
ing come to the Houfe of Peers with th^ ufual State, 
and the Commons attending, the Lord Chancellor read his 
Majefty's Speech to both Houfes as follows : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
*' "ir Am perfuaded, you fhare with me in the Satisfa£lion 
** X I feci ^t t^c profperous Situation of Affairs : Peace with 
*' all Powers Abroad ; at Home, perfedl Tranquility, Plenty, 
<* and an uninterrupted Enjoyment of all Civil and Religious 
** Rights, are moft diftinguifhing Marks of the Favour and 
*' Proteftion of the Divine Providence. And thefe, with all 
** their happy Confequences, will, I doubt not, by the Blef- 
** {\ng of God upon our joint Endeavours, be long continued 
** to my People. 

** The fame Provifion by Sea and Land, for the Defence 
** and Safety of the Nation, will continue to make us re- 
** fpefled abroad, and confequeatly fecure at Home. The 
** fame Attention to the Improvement of the publick Reve- 
** nues, and to the Eafe and Encouragement of Trade and 
** Navigation, will dbblifh Credit upon the ilrongeft Bails, 
*' and raife fuch a Spirit of Induftry, as will not only en- 
•* able us gradually to difcharge the National Debt ; but will 
*' like wife greatly increafe the Wealth, Power, and Influence 
** of this Kingdom. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

*' ' I have order 'd the proper Officers to prepare and lay 
** before you Eflimates of the Expences for the Service 0/ the 
** enfuing Year ; and, as they do not exceed what has been 
•* found by Experience to be abfolutely n^ceffary for the Se- 
** carity of the Kingdom, I make no'Quellion but I fhalj 

!' hav« 
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" have your ready Concurrence in raiilng the Supplies, in Annoii.Cco.i. 
** fuch Manner as ihall be moft eafy to my People. ^ ^ — ^*1: ^ 

** There is one Thing that I cannot but mention to you, 
** as deferving your particular Confideration. It is too ma- 
" nifeft, that the Funds eftablifh'd for the finifhing the Works 
" at Greenwich Hofpital, and providing for a competent , 
" Number of Seamen there, cannot, in Time of Peace, b^ 
" fufficient to anfwer the Expences of this great and necef- 
** fary Work. It is therefore very much to be wi(h'd, that 
" fome Method could be found otrt to make a farther Pro- 
** vifion for a comfortable Support to our Seamen, worn out 
'* in the Service of their Country, and labouring under old 
** Age and Infirmities. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** You mufl all be fenfible how much our prefent Hap- 
** pinefs is owing to your Union and ileady Condud. It 
" is therefore wholly unneceflary to recommend to you Una- 
" nimity and Difpatch in all your Deliberations. The 
** Zeal and Abilities you have on all Occafions fhcwn in 
** fupporting the Intereft of your Country, even under the 
** greateft Difficulties, leave no Room to doubt of my 
*' having your intire and efFedual Concurrence in every 
" thing, that can tend to the Service of the Publick, and 
" to the Good of my People." 

The Commons being retum'd to their Houfe, and Mr 
Speaker having reported his Majefly's Speech, Mr Edward 
Thompfon mov'd for an Addrefs of Thanks and Congratu- 
lation, which being unanimoufly refolvM, a Committee was Mr e. Thompfoiiii 
appointed to draw it up. SJct'of ThSklf' 

Nov. 13. Mr Thompfon reported the faid Addrefs, which *Wch»»8«*d<»- 
was agreed to Nem, Con. and on the 1 4th, prefented to his 
Majelly by the whole Houfe, as follows : 

Mod Gracious Sovereign, 
' "VTOUR Majefty's moll dutiful and Loyal Subjedb, the The Ccmjmons Ad. 

* X Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament afTembled, Sfj^**^'* 

* return your Majefly the Thanks of this Houfe for your 

* Majefty's moft gracious Speech horn the Throne 5 and as 

* your Majelly's fatherly Tendemeis for your People, and 

* the unfpeakable Comforts of an eafy Government, demand 

* the fmcereil Tribute of Duty; your Majefty's faithful 

* Commons do now offer to your Majefly their mofl unfeign* 

* ed AfTurances of Gratitude and Loyalty, with that bc- 
' coming Zeal and Affedlion that is particularly requifite at 

* this Time. 

• We beg Leave to congratulate wilh your Majefly on the 

* profperoi^ SiCuatioA of A&irs at Home and Abroad $ a 
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An""'^Gfeo,i. « Sixbjcd not only of Content, but of Joy: And we flMuld 
L- w^L"'! J * ^ wanting to oarfelves, and MenfMc of our own Froljpe- 

* rky, if we did HOC fed the fame Satitfadioii m reaping the 

* Fruits of your Mojeiky^s great Wifdooiy that yoiur M ajefty 
' hadi in tn4)loying ic to dkeSt 2nd guide as 10 our awn 

\ * Huppxneik 

* reace widi all Powers Abroad^ Plenty and TraiMility 
' at Home, with a fuB and quiet Eayoyment of efery Thing 

* that is dear and valuable to i^s, are ffetuiiar Marks of your 

* Majeily's Govemment ; which that they may be far ever 
< remeflibrsd, this Houle wiU ufe their utmoft Endeavours, 

* by the Divine AfiAance, to tranfmic the hap;^ Confe- 

* quences of thefe Bleffings to the lateft Pofterity, as Monu- 

* ments to Futurity of the Clones of your Majeily*s 
' Reign. 

* To fupf)ort the Intereft and Credit of our Country, is 
' to pay the moft acceptable Obedience to your Majelly, and 

* therefore this Houfe wiU proceed with all Chearfblnefs and 

* Difpateh in raiAng fuch Supplies as Audi be necefary for 
' the Honour and Safety of the Nation : We will labour 

* to difcharge gradoaliy the National Debt, by the Improve- 
' ment of the Publick Revenues ; to increafe our ^^^naltt» 
' by the Advancement of our Trade ; and to eibd!>liAi our 

* Strength, by the Encouragement of our Navigation ; and 

* are ready heartily to aflift your Majefly in every thing that 
*' fhall tend to the Security and Grandeur of your Majefty 

* and your Kingdoms.^ 

To this. Addrefs his Majeity return*d the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
• Ma ftv's An- " T ^*^"™ y^^ ^y ^^^y TJianks for your loyal Addrefi j 
B«^ j<: J « ** X ^ never made any Doubt, but that whenever the Ho- 
«* nour and Intereft of the Kingdom call'd upon you, I 
'* fhould meet with the fame Return of Duty and Fidelity^^ 
** and the fame Aft^on and Zeal for my Service, as. 1 have 
** hitherto experienced on all Occafions. 

Nov. 2 J. In a Committee of the whole Houfe, the Com- 

^hx^S^t'if'^ mons conlider'd farther of the Supply. The feveral Eftr^ 

uodForcct. mates of the Charge of Guards, Garrifons, and Land- 

Forces ; of the Fofces in the Plantations, Minorca, and Gi- 

brsdtar ; of the Qit-Penfioncrs of Chelfea-Hofpital, for the 

Year 1725, and of extraordinary Expences not provided for 

by Parliament, having been referred to the Committee, Mr 

Ml II Poi&am. H. Pelham open'd the Debate on thoie feveral Heads, fhew'd 

t^e Neceflity of beepifig up the fame Number of Guards,, 

Garrifons, and Land-Fbices^ and mov*d for makijDg the 
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fame Pit>yifio& for tfaem for the Year 172$, as was made Aonou. g^.i. 
for this Year. Mr Peiham's Motion was fapported by Mr ^^ — ^- i _/ 
Tceby, Sir Edmuikl Bacon, General Wade, and Mr Yon^e ; MrTt«by. 
but was oppofcd 1^ Mr Pluminer, Mr Freeman, Sir William Snf w^S"' 
Barker, Lopd Morpeth^ Sir Jofqph Jiekyll, Mr Cornwall, Mr Mr Voogc/ 
Smell, Mr Himgerford, and Mr Shippen, which oogiAoa'd a Mr piummer. 
warm Debate, that laftcd till Four ia the Afxerooon. Thofe Sir w'^'rlir. 
who opposed Mr Pelham*s Motion, were not aJl of the slj'? %^^^^- 
fame OpisioR, as to the Number of Troops, fome being MrComwau. 
for rcdiicii^ the Army to feven or eight Thoufand Men, M/^^rfor4. 
as was done after the Cosdofioii of the Treaties of Ryfivick ^ shippeo. 
and Utrecht, and others iofiftiiig only on the Difbanding of 
the 4000 Men rais -d upon Occafion of the late Confpiracy. 

Mr Snell, Member for Glouoefter, to ihew the Danger Mrsnem 
of a Standing Army in a free Country, brought two Inftances i 
the one of an Infok given by Dragoons encamp'd in the WeJd, 
to (bme Country-Men that were merry-making ; the othei^ 
of an Officer quartered at Gloucefter, who, upon a Re- 
joid^g'Day, would not pemut the City Drums to beat, pre- 
tending, that none but the King's Drums had a Right to 
beat in the Garnfon/ To the firft of thefe Cbmplaints Mr 
Trei^ anfwer'd, * That by feveral Affidavits taken before the ^ Trcby . 
Mag&rates in the Neighbourhood, it appeared that a rude 

' Mob of difcontented People had given die iiril Infult and 
Provocation to the King's Troops, by calling them Round" 
heads^ and other abufhre Names, and finging or {laying the 
Tune of, fhi King JhnU a^9y Ins own again^ &c. To the ^ 

other, it was (aid, That ^ Ofioer, who was guilty of that ' 
Piece of Indifcretion, was fo iar from being countenanced, 
that on the contrary, upon the firft Notice given of it to 
the Secretary of War, he was ordered to be di{miis*d from 
his Majefty^s Service ; which Punifhment he would have un« 
dergone, had not the Magifbates of Gbucefier been fatisfy'd 
with his Submiflion, and interceded for him.* Mr Hunger- MrHungerfbnL 
ford endeavoured to (hew the Danger of regular Troops to a 
free Nation, and what little Occadon there was for them at 
this happy Jun£lure, and concluded, * He could not imagine^ 
what Ufe an Army could be put to, unlefs it were to excin- 
gttilh the Flame that had been kindled in Ireland by the new 
Bcafe Half*pence, \nuaning the hafe Half -pence coind hy Mr 
We9d for the U/e of Ireland^ and to force that People to 
fwallow them.' But the moft material ObjedUons were 
nnr'd by Mr Shippen, who upon this Occaiion fi>oke as 
follows : 

Mr Speaker, 
' I Have fpoke fo often againft maintaining an extraordi- i^ suppta. 
oaty Number of Land^Forces in Time of Peace, that I fliouldT 
now choofe to befilent^if I had not the firft Day of the Sef- 
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Ahnoii. ceo.i. fion cntcr'd my Claim to difpute the Continuance of the Four 
'7*4. thoufand Augmentation Troops, and if I did not think it my 
Duty to oppofe every Propofition, which feems to carry the 
lead appearance of Danger to our ConfHtution. 

* I afk Pardon, efpecially of the Honourable Gentleman 
who moved it, if I take the prefent Queftion to be of this 
Nature. Nor can T be perfuaded, that the frequent Impo- 
£tion of unneceflary Taxes, or the Repetition of any Grie- 
vance, ought to beget an Infenfibility, or aflavifh Acquiefcence 
in it. On the contrary, I think it ought to awaken and 
double our Attention, left it Ihould in time plead a Prefcrip- 
tive Right, and gradually grow into an Eftablifhment. 

* If I may be permitted to confider the King's Speech, as the 
Compofition of his Minifters, which tho' I know by Experi- 
ence to be a more dangerous, [Seep. i6o] is yet a more Par- 
liamentary Way, than to conlider it as an Edift from the 
Throne, I will obferve, that it does not ask the Opinion and 
Advice of the Commons, how far they will ufe their great, 
effential and undifputed Right of raifing Money ; but it pofi- 
tively prefcribes the exaft Provilion we are to make, both by 
Sea and Land, for the Service of the enfuing Year ; and, 
whether that be not a new Method of (peaking to Parliaments, 
is with all Deference fubmitted to the Wifdom of this Houfe, 
which is the beft Judge of its own Privileges and Power. 

* Surely, Sir, it is very melancholy to hear one SeiEon after 
another, that, tho' we are in a State of Tranquility, as the 
Language is, yet we can neither be fecure at home, nor re- 
fpefted abroad, without continuing above Eighteen thoufand 
Land Forces in Pay. 

* This Way of Reafoning entirely mifreprefents our Circum- 
ftances and Condition. For it would fuggeft, that we cannot 
enjoy the Bleffings of a good Reign, without enduring at the 
famef time the Hardfhips of a bad one, which is a Contradic- 
tion in it felf, and inconfiftent with the Notions we, as Eng- 
lishmen, muft ever entertain of our legal Liberties, in Main- 
tenance of which our Predeceffors in Parliament though fit 
to alter the Lineal Succeffion of our Royal Family. This 
Way of Reafoning farther fuppofes, that the mutual Confi- 
dence betwixt his Majefty and his People is deftroyed, that 
there is a Diftruft on one hand and a DifafFedion on the 
other, for which there is not the leaft Ground or Pretence. 
Fbr his Majefty, by his Refidence amongft us this laft Sum- 
mer, has not only given us the cleareft Proof of his preferring 
the Welfare and Happinefs of thefe Kingdoms to that of his 
own Foreign Dominions ; but has for ever fecured the Love of 
his Subjeifts here by his moft gracious Affability and perfonal 
Condefcenfions to them. He has for ever fecured that Tran- 
quility at home, ou which he is pleafed with fo much Sadf- 

&dion 



r 

' faftion to congratulate his Parliament. Nor can this Tran- 
quility be affefted by the CLimours in Ireland againll a hte i 
Patent, {menning Mr Wmd i Pafent fir Coimng^ mjhkh ^was 
izfterwards re^aihd] for there 1% a large Anny in that Kin^ 
dom fufHcient to curb I nmultuous Spirits, and to awe Patro* 
nining Malecon tents, Jhould any fuch be found. H^y^ if more 
Forcc5 are judged neceiTary, either for the Honour or Safety 
of the Government there, that Kingdom is able and willing 
to maintain more on its own ElLiblilhment ; and therefore all 
Arguments drawn from thence relating to the prefent Quef- 
tion muil be incondufive. The Houfe may perhaps tlunk 
I fit, at a proper Seafon, to Iillen fo far to the Complaints of 
f our Fellow-Subjeds in another Kingdom, as to call for this 
obnoxious Patent, and to examine into the Grounds of it' 
For the Mifgovemment of Ireland has been frequently under 
the Examination of the Houfe of Commons here, and fuch 
Ejom I nations have formerly proved fata! to as great Mini- 
fters as England ever bred ; which may be Matter of Re- 
fle^oa to their SaccLfTors, and to thofe it mgy concern j 
but can never be any Inducement to an Englifh Parliament 
to pay one Soldier more, than is abfolutely neceflkry for 
our own \]{t.x 

* Now all Rebellions, all Confpiracies, feem to be totaljy 
extinguilhed, not more by the late feafonable Exertion of 
Parliamentary Juflice, than by the wife and prudent Con- 
dud of thofe in the Adminiftration. They have fo carefully 
reviewed and modelled the Forces this Summer in every 
Part of the Nation, that, we are to hope, there are not left 
even fo many, ^ three or four Serjeants and Corporals, who 
Ihall have Fool*hardinefs enough to undertake again to draw 
the whole Army into wild and chimerical Attempts, They 
h^vc freed the Church from all Apprehenfions of Danger^ 
by promoting only the moft orthodox and learned Part of 
the ClcTgy to the Epifcopal Dignity, and other Ecdefiaftical 
Preferments. They have preferved the State, by advancing 
only Men of diflinguilhed Ability and Experience to all great 
CMices and Civil Employments. Tliey hav^, which is ^ove 
aU, reconciled their own Animoliti^s^ and have no othe^ Con- 
tentions nowv but who ihdl beft fcn-e Ids Majeily and the 
Publick. without any Views of accumulating Jnunenfe Wealth 
to ibemfelves, or of aggrandizing their own private Fami- 
Lea* Such an Admin illration can never need the Affiilan^ 
and Protedion of above Eighteen thoufand difciplincd Troops. 
Such an Admin iHrat ion ihould not fuffer the Army to ran 
away wuh the Reputation of their good and great Works, or 
to affume the Glorjr of raifing our Credit, enlarging our Trade, 
a|td eilablilhing our prefent Prorperity. 
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Anno 11. Geo. I. t fjjjr arc our Foreign Affairs in a lefs flourifliing Conditio- 
"^' 6n, thto thofe at Home, fo fo as I am capable of judging on 

the common Appearance of Things, without being in the Se- 
crets of the Cabinet. 

* We can have no Apprehenfions from, our neareft Neigh- 
bour, France. For that Kingdom is engaged to us by many 
flrift Treaties, and I have heard the French Bona Fit/es, of 
late Years, as much affertcd and extolled in this Houfc, as I 
have formerly heard it ridiculed and exploded. Beiides, we 
have a vigilant Minifter at Paris, who by his own Skill and 
Penetration in Politicks, as well as by good Advice and 
Afliftance from hence, is not only promoting the Britifh In- 
terefts there, but influencing and directing the French Councils. 

* Nor can we have any Pretence to keep up thofe Forces 
on'account of Danger from Spain. For, if that Monarchy 
/hould be indifcreet enough to retain the leaft harfh Remem- 
brance of any pretended ill Ufage from Great Britain : If 
It flibuld refent our glorious and feafonable Conqueft over 
thfeir Fleet in the Mediterranean, [Seep, 185] for which wc 
ftriick a Medal with pompous Infcriptions : If it fhould inM 
on the Reftitution of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, which, in 
my humble Opinion, can never be furrender'd without the 
highefl Infemy, as well as Injury, to England. I fay, if any 
thing of this kind (hould remain in the Breaft of the Court of 
Sp^, notwithflanding our Treaties and daily Negptiatioas 
there, it is our Comfort, that we need fear no Invafion from 
their Armada ; that the Mutability of their Counfels, their 
Pfeteniions in Italy, their Diftance from Great Britain, render 
it impradlicable for them, to annoy or diftrefs us. And if 
King Philip*s Refignation of that Crown was a good Argu- 
inent the laft Year, for continuing the Four thoufand Aug* 
infentation Troops, then his Refumption of it now muft be a 
good one for difbanding them this Year. 

* The Emperor's petfonal Cfcligations to Great Britain arc 
fuch, that it is impoflible for him to entertain any ill Int<9)ti- 
oiiS againft' us, either on account of the Oflend-Eaft-India 
Company, or of his Majefty's glorious Endeavours to remove 
the Religious Grievances in Germany, and to promote the 
Pfqteflant Intereft there, of which he is the great Guardian. 

* The Dutch arc our old natural Allies, and always ready 
to aifitt us. Nor is it their Fault, that we have fometimes 
difputed amongft our felves concerning the Expence of tran- 
Iporting their auxiliar Forces. They are bound to us, by 
atitient Ties of Gratitude, for their original Prefervation, 
and by, what is yet a ftronger Cement, their own i»-efent 
Ititereft and Safety. 

* As to the two Northern Crowns of Sweden and Denmark, 
They have u\ their Tuitv^ i^dv^d ^>iXv?tQte£Uon, and taft- 
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cd of our Bounty. We all remember die famous .^ra, 
when Two Hundred and Fifty Thoufand Pounds, as well as \ 
many fmaller Supplies fince, were raffed on that Account. 
[Seep. 12^^ Befides, we are to hope our Expeditions into 
the Bakick, under the Conduct of a brave OfEcer {Sif^ Jsbn 
Norris^ here prefentj have been as effeftual as they have been 
expenfive, and that our Fleet has not only awed them into 
a Reconciliation betwbtt themfelves, but into an abfolute 
Strbmiffion to Great Britain. 

' The Czar is llretclung his Conquefts into remote l^rts 
of the World, and if what we hear of a late Treaty be 
true, that It is jnade entirely in favour of Great Britain, with- 
* out any regard to Foreign Principalities, we can apprehend 
[nothing from out new Ally, who is otherwife fo fully era- 
ployed. Fofj however extenfive our mediating Care may 
be, I prefume we are not engaged with him to oppofe the 
intended Succeirion of the Crown of Poland, or to fettle the 
Balance of Empire in Perfia, 

' If fuch then is our profperous Situation at Home and 
A broad J Why Oiould we be denied the promifed happy 
Confequences of it ? Why fliodd we be afraid of reducing 
our Land Forces ? Why fhould we not at Icall itrike ofF 
.. ihe Four thoufand Augmentation Troop, in Compa^on to 
. a Nation loaded, and aknoil funk with Debt I For ihould a 
Storm arife after thi^ Calm, Ihould any new Events pro- 
duce a Rupture m Europe, it will be time enough, if we are 
either prompted by our own heroick Difpofition, or bound 
by any inviolable Treaties^ to enter into the Quarrels of 
the Continent, I fay, it will be time enough, when the 
War fhaU be adually declared, to lend oar Affilbnce to 
thofe, whom we voluntarily efpoufej or to perform our En- 
gagements to our refpeftive Allies, if they /h^m not be found 
romantick and impi-adicable. We have the Opinion of a 
moll eminent Author in Civil Learning, ' That it ia more 

* grievous to any Nation to bear the leaJt extraordinary Taxes 

* in Timei of Peace, than to endure the greateft Impofitions 

* in Times of War. Becaufe a War may prove advan- 

* tageous, mSky terminate in ConqueH: and gbrious Acquili- 

* lions. But a Continuance of exrraoniiuajy Taxes, without 

* it, mull inevitably end in Poverty and Buin,* 

* Now I can never be fo unjatt to his Majefty's molt 
mild and gracious Government, as to afcribe our prefent 
Tranquility to the Continuance of an extraordinary Number 
of Troops, any more, than I can believe, it would ceafe 
at the Reduftion of Part of them. Thb would be a dan- 
gerous, as well as an abfurd Dodrine, with relation to us 
at H<Hne. For Ihould it be admitted, that above Eighteen 
thoufand Land- Forces have not only procured out prefent 
T t 2 Trxm- 
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Anno II. Geo. 1. Tranquility, but that they are abfolutcly neccflary to the 
Security of the Kingdom ; then it will follow, tjiat the fame 
Number will always be abfolutely neceflary ; that a military 
Power is the moft pacifick Form of Government ; and that 
an Army will be a better Preferver of Peace and Plenty, a 
better Guardian of our Civil and Religious Rights, than the 
Law of the Land. This Doftrine too, coniidered with 
regard to the Refpeft and Influence we may have Abroad, 
is as abfurd and ill grounded : For that Refpedl and In- 
fluence can never proceed from the Number of Land- 
Forces, we mjy think fit to burthen our felves with in Time 
of Peace : But it mufl proceed ^m the Advantages of 
our Natural Situation, from our Naval Strength, from our ex- 
tended Commerce, from our vaft Riches, which have enabled 
us to carry onJong and expenfive Wars ; to maintain, when 
our Allies failed in their Quota's, three giyat Armies at 
once in three diftant Nations ; and thefe Advantages will ever 
enable us to hold the Balance of Power in Europe, unleis 
worn out with unneceflary and infupportablc Taxes. 

< But, if not fo much as the Four thoufand Augmentation 
Troops are to be parted with, if they are to be continued 
till the Pretences of all the Princes in Europe (hall be adjur- 
ed, till th^ different Interefts of different Nations fhall be 
reconciled, till the Claim of Bremen and Verden fhall be fril- 
ly fettled and acquiefced in, till the long expected Form of 
a Congrefs fhall be compleated, I freely own, I am not 
without my Appreheniions, that our immenfe National Debt^ 
inftead of being annually reduced, will be daily increafed; 
that our prefent Grievances, for Grievances we have in the 
midft of all our Tranquility, inftead of being fpeedily re- 
moved, will become perpetual, and we may dream of Bleffings 
we fhall never ^njoy. 

* On the whole, I am againft continuing the Number of 
Forces propofed, and for disbanding at leaft the Fom* thou- 
fand Augmentation Troops.* • 

Mr Yongc. Mr Shippen having done Speaking, Mr. Yonge rofc up 

and faid, • That he was oblig'd to the Gentlemen that fpoke 
on the other Side, for fumifhing him with Reafons for keep- 
ing up the prefent Number of Troops : That the profperons 
Situation ot Affeirs, the Peace with all Powers Abroad, and 
the perfeft Tranquility at Home, being in a great Meafure, 
owing to thp good Pofture we were in both by Sea and 
Land, which made us refpefted Abroad, and fecure at Home, 
it were Imprudence not to continue thofe Forces on the 
fame Foot. That the Parliament had indeed oblig'd King 
William, of glorious Memory, to reduce his Army to feven 
thoufand Men, But what was the Confequcncc of it ? Why, 

txuftly. 




I tnielf , the French King was thereby encouwig'd to acknow- AnEi^u,G*»,L 
f ledge and proclaim the Pretender, as King of England, and \_ — \_i 
to feize on the Monajrchy df Spain, which was the Occafion 
of a long. Moody, and expenfive War. That as to the Re- 
diHflion of the Army after the Peace of UtrecJlt, it was well 
known, that it was principally owing to tliofc who were 
for having an Army of another Scamp. That this Re- 
duif^Ion would have proved fetal to the ProteiUnc Succcflion, 
had fome People had Time to ripen their Defigns. That 
at leaft it encouraged a great RebeUion foon after his Ma- 
jefty's happy, and almoft miraculous, Acceflion to the Crown ; 
And as the Spirit and Pifcontcnts which raisM that Rebel- 
lion, were not yet wholly extinguiihM and fubdn'd, they 
would foon fee Infurre^ions at Home, and the Peace of 
Europe di ft arb'd Abroad, if they parted with the Army/ 
After this the Queftion being put upon Mr Pelham*s Mo- 
tion, it was carry 'd in the Affirmative, by 206 Voices againft 
69 i and lefolv'd, I. That the Number of efFeftive Men 
to be provided for Guards and Garrifons in Great Bri- 
tain, and for Jerfey and Guernfey, for the Year 1725, be, 
including 181^ Invalids, 18,264 ^^"9 Commiifion and 
Non-Commiilion Officers included. IL That the Sum of 
654^488 1. [7£« 8 d. be granted for the Charge of the faid 
■ 18,264 effe£live Men, for the Year 1725. 

Jaffjiary z-^. A Petition of Edward Earl of Oxford, and APctitjcmofrhe 
of Henry liord Morpeth, two of the Guardians of the ^A^SM^^^th 
Ferion and Eihies of Elizabeth Duchefs Dowager of ^mp]iirangl%>e 
Montagu, a Lunatick, was preiented to the Houfe, and M^ni^J^ll*^ 
read, fetting forth, That very great Sums of Money of J^^JtcitinOiitt* 
the faid Lunatick's Ellate have, purfuant to Orders of the 
Court of Chancery, been brought before Mr Hiccocks, late 
CMie of the Mailers of the faid Court, and Mr Thomas Ben- 
net his Succeflbr, now one of the MaHers of the faid Court, 
in order to be placed out at Interefl for the Benefit of the 
faid Lunatick, upon Securities to be approved by the faid 
Mailers refpc^ively i That upon examining into the Ac- 
eounts of the Mailers in Chancery, relating to the Suitors 
Monies brought before them, confidcrable Deficiencies ap- 
pear ; and that the faid Mr Thomas Bcnnet has not depoiit* 
ed, purfuant to Orders of the faid Court, feveral Mortgages 
for large Sums of Mone}', belongmg to the Eilates of the 
faid Lunatick ; neither hath he depofited nor fecured, pur- 
fuant to Orders of the faid Court, goool. and upwards, of 
his Balance of Caih ; and praying fuch Relief as the Houfe 
ihall think fit« 

This Petition coming unexpeSedly into the Houfe, whilft 
the Accounts of the Mailers in Chancery were put in a 

Couric of Examitution before the Lords Commiii^ners of 
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the Great Seal, the faid Petition was ordered to lie upon tlie 
Table : But a Motion being made. That -the proper Officer, 
A Motiot'i relating QT C^Bcers, of the Court of Chancery, do lay before this 
aJS^JJlJ^" ^^ ' Houfe Copies of the Orders made by the Court, relating to 
the Accounts, and the £ffe£b belonging to the Suitors, in 
the Hands of the Mailers of the Court of Chancery, dated 
the 17th and zift of December lad, with Copies of the 
Reports therein mentioned ; and alfo the Accounts of the 
faid Matters relating thereto, with their feveral Explanations 
TLc Debate theiB- of the faid Accounts ; a great Debate aiofe thereupon, in 
*"' which fome fevere Animadveriions were made on the Con- 

dad of the Earl of Macclesfield, late Lord Chancdlor. 
Then Mr Henry Pelham mov'd, * That the l^ebate be ad- 
journed to the 9th of February, which was carried by a great 
Majority.' 

Fe^marji 9. Mr Methuen acquainted the Houfe, that he had 
a MefFagefrom his Majefly to the Houfe, fign'd by his Ma- 
jefty ; and that he was commanded by his Majedy to lay be- 
fore the Houfe Copies of feveral Reports and other Papeis 
relating to the" Mailers in Chancery ; and he delivered his 
Majefly 's Meflage to Mr Speaker, and die. faid C<^ies and 
other Reports, at the Table. His Majefly 's MefTage was rcfui 
by Mr Speaker, as follows, viz. 



Klng'tMeflaeere 
Ijtin^ to the Sui- 
tors in Chancery, 
and the Accoants 
ottheMafters. 



The flonfe confi- 
der the King^s 
Meffiige and the 
^j>en referiM 



GEO RGE K. 
. " TjriS Majefly having Reafon to apprehend, that the 
" jTj. Suitors of the Court of Chancery were in Dai^ 
" of lofing a confiderable Sum of Money from the Infofi- 
" ciency of fome of the Mailers, thought- himielf obli- 
** ged, in JuHice' and Compaflion to die iaid Suitors, 
" to take the mofl fpeedy and proper Method the Law 
** would allow, for inquiring into the State rof the Maflcn 
" Accounts, and fecuring their EiFeds for tht Benefit of die 
** Suitors : And his Majefly having had feveral Reports laid 
** before him in purfuance of the Dire6lions he had given, 
** has ordered the faid Reports to be communicatedt.to this 
" Houfe, that this Houfe may have as full and as per&d a 
'* View of this important Affair, as the Shortnefs of the 
*^ Time, and the Ciicumilances and Nature of the Proceed- 
" ings would admit of." 

Then the faid Reports, together with fome of the Fxpin 
referred to therein, were read, and ordered to be^ taken into 
ferther Confideration on the 1 2th Inflant. 

Feh. 12. The Houfe took into Confideration the .fisveial 
Reports and Papers referred to in his Majefly^s Meflage of 
the Qth Inflant. After the reading Part of the (aid Papc^ 
Sir Georga Oxcwiatv, ^wViofe u]^» and bid, * That. it 
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umnifeflj)^ appeared by thefe Reports^ which after the ilrid- 
cll Inquiry, and upon the matureft Deliberationj had been 
drawn np by Perlbns of the gieatelt Weight and Atithority, 
for their AbUities, Experience, High Stations, and Integri- 
ty ; That enormous Abufes had crept into the High Court of 
Chancer)', chiefly occafion'd by the Magiilrate, who was at 
the Head of that Court, and whofe Duty con fequendy it 
was, to prevent the fame. That the Crimes and Mifde- 
meanors of the late Lord Chancellor were many, and of 
various Natures ^ but nnglit be reduced to thefe three Heads, 
I, That he had taken into his own Hands the Eftates and Afltt ite CoiUiEje. 
EfFefts of many Widows, Orphans, and Lunaticks, and d' f^^? o^"^cu 
ther had difpos d of Part of them arbitrarily to his own Pro- movc^ for iui- 
fit, or conniirM at the OiHcers under him making Ad van- ^ri of Wcict 
tage of t]ie fame. II. That he had raifed to an exorbit-int cr^o^^^lW. 
Price the Offices and Places of the MaJlers of Chancer)^ ^iwncatvms. 
and in order to enable them to pay to him thofe high Prices 
and Gratuities for their Admiflion, had trullcd in their Hands 
large Sums of Money belonging to Suiton in Chancery* 
III, That in feveral Cafes he Jiad made divers irregular Or- 
ders, So that in his Opinion, that iiril Magiilrate in the Debate thrrem. 
Kingdom was fallen from the Height of the Dignities and 
Honours^ to which he had been raisM by the King's royal 
Bounty and Favour, to the Depth of Infamy and Difgrace, 
And therefore he iiiov'd. That Thomas Earl of Macclesfield 
be impeached of High Crimes and Mifdemcanors.' 

7'his Motion was feconded by Mr Strickland^ and Mr Dod- Mr $tr?ckkt»d. 
dingcon, who faid, ' TheMifJeamenorsof thelatcLordChan- ^^ Doddin&tBc. 
eel lor were of the greatell and moil dangerous Confcquence, 
fmce moft of the Elktes in England, once in thirty Years, 
pafs through the Court of Chancery.' Mr William Pulreney, j^^ ^^ puUtucr. 
who ilood up next, faid, ' That it was far from his Thoughts 
to endeavour to abate the juft Kefentmcni which the Gentle- 
men who fpoke lallj fliewM againft the great Abufes that had 
been committed in the Court of Chancery : But that in his 
Opinion, they went a liitle too faft in fo weighty and impor- 
tant an Affair, by which Means they might Jofe the very- 
End they aim'd at, viz, the effefttial puniiliing the Peribn by 
whofe Neglcd, at leart, thofe Abufes had been committ.d t 
That whatever Deference they ought to pay on thi& Occa- 
fton, to the Capacity, Experience^ Integrity, and Authority 
of the Perfons who had drawn up the Reports tliiit had been 
laid before them, yet it little became the Dignity, and was 
even derogatory to the Prerogative of that Houfe, which is 
the grand Fnqucft of the Nation, to fonnd an Itnpeachmcfvt 
upon thofe Reports, without a previous Inquiry, md Exa- 
mination iniQ the Proofs that were to fupport it i and there- 
lore mov'd, that lhi^ ASm might be referred to the Con- 
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Anno IX. Geo. I. fidcration of a felc£l Committee.* He was backM by Sir 
^1714x5. ^ William Wyndham, who urg'd, * That by proceeding by 
Sir w. wyndham. Way of . Impeachment upon Reports laid before them from 
above, the Conmions would make a dangerous Precedent, 
and feem to give up the moft valuable of their Privileges, 
sirwiif.Liwfon. ^^^' ^^^ Inqueft after State Cidminals.* Sir Wilfred Lawfon, 
|j;T^J<=^gcUy. * and Sir Thomas Pengelly fupported Mr Pultcney's Motion. 
Sir Clem, vvcarg. But Mr Yonge *, and Sir Clement Wearg f anfwer'd thofc 
Objedtions, whereupon the previous Queftion was put. Whe- 
ther the Queftion be now put upon Sir George Oxenden^s 
Motion ? Which after fome Debate was carry'd in the Af- 
firmative, by a Majority of 273 Voices againft 164. Then 
TheHoufcrefoive the main Qucftion being put, it was refolv'd by the lame 
SiriTj^cW? Majority, That Thomas Earl of Macclesfield be impeach^ 
field of Hi^ of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors ; and it was ordered, that 
d/Sioiiw, and a Sir George Oxenden do go up to the Lords, and at their Bar, 
ST'dS^Ti?-^^ ^^ Name of the Houfe of Commons, and of all the 
tides accordingly. Commons of Great Britain, impeach Thomas Earl of Mac- 
clesfield of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors ; and acquaint 
them, that this Houfe would, in due Time, exhibit parti- 
cular Articles againft him, and make good the fame. Then 
a Committee was appointed to draw up Articles of Impeach- 
ment againft Thomas Earl of Maccl«field ; to which Com- 
mittee the feveral Reports refcrr'd S in his Majefty's Met 
fage, were referred. After this, upon a Motion made by 
Mr Weft, and feconded by Mr Edward Thompfon, a Bill 
was order'd to be brought in, Tq indemnify the Mafters of 
ABilicrderMte Chancery from the Penalties of the AS of the ^th and 6tb 
c/cSTncc^f^r ^^^^^ of King Edward FI, againft buying and felling ofOf 
Difcovery of what fices^ Upon their dif cohering nvhat ConJkUrationy Price, »r 
tljcir Places, Gratuity they paid, or agreed to pay, for the Furcbafe of 

or for their AdmiJJion to, their Offices. 

February 13. Sir George Oxenden reported. That he had 
been at the Bar of the Houfe of Lords, and in the Name 
of this Houfe, and of all the Commons of Great Britain^ had 
impeached Thomas Earl of Macclesfield of High Crimes 
and Mifdemeanors, and acquainted the Lords, That the 
Commons would, in due Time, exhibit particular Artides 
againft him, and make good the fame. After this, Mr Weft 
Which is read prcfentcd to the Houfe, a Bill, For indemnifying the Mafters 
t7te c^rlfcMr''* ^^^ Chancery from the Penalties of the Aa of the ^tb and 
6th Tears of King Ed^ward the VI, againft buying and felting 
of Offices, upon their difcovering ^what Confideration, Price, 
or Gratuity they paid, or agreed to pay, for the Furcbafe §f% 
or for their AdmiJJion to, their rejpe^ive Offices, Which Rfl 

WM 
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Was immediately read the firil, and fecond Time, and with* 
out going through a Committee, ordered to be cngroiTed. 

Feit. 15. The faid engrofifed Bill was read the third Time, 
paTs^d and Cent up to the Lords. 

Feh. 24* Sir George Ox end en acqu aimed the Houfe, that 
he was diirefted by the Cbmrnittee appointed to draw up Ar^ 
tides of Impeachment agaiuft the feirl of Macclesfield, to 
move the Houfe, That fuch Perfons a^ the Committee fltotild 
find it neceffary to examine, be examined in the moil folemii 
Manner ; which was ordered accordingly. 

March 17. A Bill, For better effc£Iing the pims 2ntenfhn of ABiUrcbiSn^ta 
huiitiin^^fftj Ne%*j Churches^ kz. purfuant 10 a MefTage frtsm iuwchu?i^s& 
the King, J^t'i. 10. recommending fuch a Bill to the Confidera- i^^'^'M^nTi 
tion or the Houfe, was read a iecond Time, and committed tn^vcs tof ^icuwfe 
to a Committee of the whole Houfe, who were order'd to puiiiickorc^trpo-'^ 
receive a Claufe, to confirm MiniAers and Cui-ates in the ^;j:^;3;^j^Jj,^j!;tf 
Enjoyment of fuel I poor Livings as are j or ihall hereafter be, UviD&* 
augmented by the Governors of Queen Anne's Bounty, for 
the Augmentation of the Maintenance * of the poor Clergy ; 
Hereupon a Motion was made by Mr Arthur Onflow, and the 
Qtlellion put, ' That the faid Committee have Power to 
receive another Cbufe or Claufes, to dilable or render in- 
capable any Bodies Polidck or Corporate, Brotherhoods or 
Societies, to purchafe or take any Right of Advowfon, Patro- DdaectJwiMfl, 
nage, Prelentation, Nomination, Collation, or Donation of, 
in, or to any Benefice wilh Cure of Souls ; or of, in, or to 
any Donative, or any other Ecclefiallical Prefermeni: what- 
foever.' He was feconded hy Serjeant Miller, and back'd Sefj. MHier, 
by Mr Sandys, and fome other Members, but being opposed Mr sajidya, 
by Mr Yonge, Mr Oglethorpe, Mr Hungerford, and Mr Mr r^n^. 
R, Walpolc, the previous QuelHon being put, that the ^12^*51^^^^^^ 
Queliion be now put, it was carried in the Negati\'e, by Mr k. vv^ipck, 
1 44 Voices again li 74. The Defign of this Motion was to 
xellrain the two L^niverfuics of Oxford and Cambridge, fxotn 
purchafmg new Advowfons and Prefentations of Benefices. 

Murch 18. Sir George Ojcenden, from the Committee 
appointed to draw up Articles of Impeachment againlt Tho- sff Ceargs Oitn- 
mas Earl of Macclesfield, acquainted the Houfe, that they f'^V '^^ ^^ *^' 
had drawn np feveral Amcles accordingly, which they had Cummntte of im- 
direded him to report to the Houfe ; and he farther ac- "'^''^'""" '"""* 
i^uainted the Houfe, that they had other Matters depending ^^"^ 
before them, relating to their Inquiry t and he read the Re- 
port in his Place, and afterwards delivered the Articles in 
at the Tabic, where they were read by the Clerk. Thefe 
Articles were one and twenty in Number, and the two firll 
relating to Offences faid to be committed before the Aft of 
Indemnity piilted in the Year 1721, Mr Conduit^ Member MiCojidiii;, 
for Whitchurch^ mgv^d, that the faid Articles be recommitted. 
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Anno n. Geo. I. Hcrcupon Mr Walter Plomer, one of the Committee that 
\_^^- ,_; had drawn up the Articles, faid, * That the Crimes, for 
MrPtemer. which the Earl of Macclesfield was impeached, being com- 

plicated, and having a Relation to, and Dependence upon, 
one another, they could not mention one without the other.* 
Sir Phu. Yorkc. He was anfwer'd by Sir Philip Yorke *, who (poke for the 
Motion for recommitting the Articles. To this. Sir Thomas 
tirxho.j'eag.uy. p^j^ggjjy^^ reply'd, * That in the Cafe before them, they 
ought to diiHnguifh between an A&, of Oblivion, and an Ad 
of Indemnity : That the firft is begun in either Houfe of 
Parliament, and being the Ad of the three Eflates, or of the 
whole Legiflature, clears and purges Offenders of all Crimes 
therein fpecified : But that it is otherwife with an A€t of In- 
demnity, which flows from the meer Grace and Clemency 
of the Sovereign, is fent down to the Parliament, who arc 
at Liberty either to accept or refufe it, but not to alter any 
Thing; and regards only Crimes committed againft the 
King, his PredecefTors, and SuccefFors ; which was not the 
Cafe of the Earl of Macclesfield, who flood impeached for 
Crimes and Mifdemeanors committed in a high Office and 
Trufl, againfl his Fellow-Subjedb.' This was anfwer'd by 
Mr Yonje. Mr Yonge, to whom Mr Weft reply 'd ; and to the latter Sff 

«kG.Heathcote. Gilbert Heathcote. But Sir Clement Wearg having ilrena- 
Sir Clem. Wearg. ^ufly fupported Sir Thomas Pengelly's Argument, the oppo- 
fite Side drop'd the Motion without dividing. Then the 
Report being read. Paragraph by Paragraph, the fcveral 
Articles were agreed to by the Houfe, and order'd to be 
order'd to be en-** cngrofled. It was alfo order'd, that a Claufe be prejxured, 
gro6M, faving Liberty to the Conmions to exhibit any farther Aj> 

tides againft the faid Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, and that he 
might be put to anfwer the faid Crimes and Mifdemeanors. 

March 19. Sir George Oxenden prefented to thelfenfea 
Claufe faving Liberty to the Commons to exhibit j&rther Aj> 
tides againli the Earl of Macdesfield, which was agreed 
to, and order'd to be engrofs'd with the Artides of Impeach- 
ment againft the faid Earl. 
And carried up to March 20. The engroired Artides of Impeachment of 
o? ^"'oxSdM^ ^'S^ Crimes and Mifdemeanors againft Thomas Earl of 
Macclesfield were read, and order'd to be carried to the 
' Lords by Sir George Oxenden ; who being returned »• 
ported, that he had been at the Bar of the Houfe of LprdSi 
and left with the Lords the faid Articles of Impeachment. 

Jpri/ 8. Mr R. Walpole acquainted the Houfe, That he 
had a Meffage from his Majefty to this Houfe, £gnM by his 

Majefy, 
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Majelly, and he deIivj€!rM the Tame to Mr Speaker, who Anno n. Geo. |. 
read the fame to the Houfe, as follows, viz. ^ — l— 

GEORGE R. 

" ^nr^ H E Neceflities of his Majefty's Government having 

** X render'd it impradicable for lus Majefty to. make ^^^ d^j^ , 

** any confiderable Retrenchments in the Expences of his 

" Civil Lift ; and having engaged his Majefty in fame ex- 

«' traordinary Expences, which, he is perfuaded, his loyal 

** Commons will believe have been employed, not only for 

♦* the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, but for the Intc- 

" reft and Profperity of his People 5 His Majefty hopes^ 

** from the known Zeal and AiFedion of this Parhament to 

** His Perfon and Government, that he may be enabled to 

** make ufe of the Funds, lately fettUd for the Payment of 

** the Civil Lift Annuities, and for rcrplacing the fame to 

*' his Majefty, in the moft advantageous Manner, and upon 

«* the Credit thereof to raife a Sum of Money fufficient to 

*' redeem thofe Annuities, and to difcharge the prefent 

" Debts contraded in his Civil Government.'* 

Hereupon it was refolved to take his Majefty's moft gra- which isr^nui 
cious Meflagc into Confideration, the next Day, in a Com- Sc*^5c'hS:!^ 
mittee of the whole Houfe; and, in the mean Time, 
Mr Scrope, by his Majefty's Command, prefentcd to the 
Houfe, An Account of the Debts upon the Civil Lift, at 
Michaelmas 1724, and alfo. An Account of the Payments 
into the Exchequer upon the Deduftions of Six>Pence in the 
Pound, [See p. 259.] for the Year ending at Lady-day, 1725. 
And the faid Accounts being read, were feverally orcUred to 
be referred to the Confideration of the faid Committee. 

After the Reading of thefe Papers, Mr Pultcney took No- MrMteacy^tMo- 
tice, * That it was not long fince [w«. yufy, 1721.] a Fund fy^J^A^^^ 
was given to difcharge the Debts of the Civil Lift ,• and there- J^^S^'i^S* 
fore it was Matter of Surprize, that fo many new ones had J]?*^^\^J^S. 
been contraftcd in fo fliort a Time ; that if Things were ijls.^ * 
carried on at this Rate, there would be no End of it ^ that 
it was incumbent upon them to inquire into the Caufes of 
this growing Evil ; and therefore mov'd. That an Addrefs 
be prefented to his Majefty, that he would gracioufly be 
picafed to give Direftions, that the proper Officer or Officers 
of the Exchequer, Excife, Cuftoms, and Poft-Officc, do lay 
before the Houfe an Account of all Monies which have been 
ifllied and paid out of the faid Offices to any Perfon or Per- 
fons on Account, for the Privy-Purfe, Secret-Service, Pen- 
fions. Bounties ; or any Sum or Sums of Money to any ^'^ »* H?««* 
Perfon or Perfons whatfoever without Account, from March 
25th, 1 72 1, to March 25th, 1725.' And being back*d by 
ievcral Members, the faid Addrefs was voted accordingly. 

Uu2 The 
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^^1725.^'/' "^^ ^^^ Day the Earl of Macclesfield having given into 
V—- -V*"*^ ^^^ Houfe of Lords his Anfwer to the Articles of Impeach- 
SS&fwiAij^* mcnt exhibited againft him by the Commons ; their Lord- 
to the Artidet of /hips fent, the next Day, a Copy to the Houfe of Commons, 
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referred the Confideration thereof to the Committee 
appointed to draw up the faid Articles of Impeachment. 

Jfri/. 9. A Motion being made for the Speaker to leave 
the Chair, that the Houfe might go into a Grand Committee, 
to coniider of his Majefly's mofl Gracious MefTage about the 
Debts of the Civil Lift, Mr Pulteney reprefented, * That 
the Houfe having order*d an Addrefs to be prefented to his 
Majcfty, for feveral Papers relating to the Civil Lift and 
other Expences, they ought, in his Opinion, to put ofF the 
Confideration of his Majefty's Meflage, till thofe Papers were 
laid before the Houfe ; it being natural to inquire into the 
Caufes of a Difeafe, before one applies Remediles to it.' Mr 
Yonge, Mr H. Pelham *, and Mr R. Walpole, having oppos'd 
it, Mr Pulteney faid, * He wonder'd how fo great a Debt 
[fviz. 508,367!. 19 s. 4d.] could be cbntrafted in three Yean 
Time, but was not furprized fome Perfons were fo eager to 
have thofe Deficiencies made good, fince they and their Friends 
had fo great a Share in it. And defired to know whether 
this was all that was due, or whether they were to exped 
another Reckoning ? ' To this no direft Anfwer was given ; 
but in general, it was faid, * That there was, indeed, a 
heavy Debt on the Civil Lift, jind a great many Pen£ons j 
but that moft of thefe had been granted in King William's 
and Queen Anne's Reigns, fome by King Charles the Se- 
cond, and very few by his prefent Majefty. That fince the 
Civil Lift was firft fettled for his Majefty, an Expence of 
about 90,000 I. per Annum had happened, which could not 
then be forefeen, and therefore was left unprovided for: 

£hat upon Examination of the Account given in of the Civil 
[ft Debts, it would appear, that moft of thofe Expoices 
were either for the neceffiuy Support of tlie Dimity of the 
Crown and Government, or for the Publick Good : That 
there was, indeed, a Penfion of 5000 1, of another Nature, 
y\%. upon Account of the Cofferer's Place, but which could 
not well be avoided \ for both the Lord Godolphin, who 
was in that Ofiice, and his Father, had fo well deferv'd of 
the Government, that they could not handfomely remove 
him without a Gratuity ; and therefore they gave his Lord** 
ihip a Penfion of 50^0 1. to make Room for the wor- 
thy Gentleman, {meaning Mr W* Pulteney^ who now en- 
joys f that Poft.' Then the Commons, in a Grand Cbm- 
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mkteej took his Majefly's MeflTage into Confideraiioii, and a Aimo u. g^~l^ 
Motion was made, * That for the Redeeming the Annuities 
of z^jOOO K per Annum ^ charged on the Civil Li 11 Revenues ^ 

thy an A^ of Parliament of the Seventh Year of his Majefty, 
and for difcharging the Debts and Arrears due from his Ma- 
jcfty to his Servants J Tradefmen, and others, his Majelly 
be enabled to raife any Sum, not exceeding one Million, by 
Exchequer-Bills, Loans, or otherwife, on the Credit of the jwotiojiformifine 
I>cdu£bions of Six-pence per Pound, diredled by the faid 1 Million for ^^ 
Ad of the Seventh Year of his Mnjelly^s Reign, and of the S^lri;,^!. 
faid Civil Lift Revenues, at an Intercll or Rate not exceeding C^^Tii LiS^'* 
3 I per Cent, per Annum ^ till Repayment of the PrincipaL* JSl^^jfY^'^ "" 
This Motion occaiion'd a farther Debate ; but the Queftion ^^ ' ^ "" 
being putj it was refolv'd in the Affirmative, by 239 Votes 
' againll u 9. This Refolution being the next Day reported, 
was agreed to by the Houfe, and a Bill was ordered to be 
' brought in thereupon. 

■ April \o^ It was refolv'd to addrds his Majeily, for an x^t^r^^h^ 

■ Account of the grofs and clear Produce of the Branches of S^^of'thifchS 
the Revenue of the Civil Lilt Funds, from Chriilmas 1699, ua fram i6sJ>, tg 
to Lady-day 1715. Wliidi Addrefs was readily complied '''^' 
with* 

t April 20« The Lord Finch *, Knight of the Shke for Rut- Loni Fi^ch «(&« 

land, having offered a Petition of Henry St. John, late Vif- ET^ " h?.?;^^ 
count Eglingbroke, to be prefented to the Houfe : Mr R. ^^^^bfaS^^^ 
Walpole acquainted the Houfe, that he had received \m Ma- 
jcfty's Commands to acquaint the Houfe^ That the Petitioner 
had, feven Years fmce, made his hunxble Application and 
Submi^ion to his Majelly, with AjTurancea of Duty, Alle- 
giance, and Fidelity, which his Maje% fo lar accepted, as 
to give him Encouragement to hope for (bmc future Marks of 
his Majefty's Grace and Goodnefa s and that his Majefty is 
fatisfied that the Petitioner *s Behaviour has been fuch, as con- 
vinces his Majcily that he is an Objc^ of his Majeily^s Mer- 
cy ; and his Majel^ con fen ts that tjiis Petition be prefented 
I to the Houfe, 
Then the faid Petition was brought up and read, fetting 
forth. That the Petitioner is truly concerned ibr his Offence, 
in not having furrendred himfelf, purfuant to the Dire^ioni 
of an Ml of the firft Year op his Majelly's Reign, whereby 
the Petitioner was attainted of High Treafon, and for- 
feited all his Real and Perronal EUate, iSet p. 39.] and by 
Reafon thereof hath fufered very great LofFes : That upon 
ihc Petitioner's Marriage in 1700, Sir Walter St* Joha, 
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Bart, and the Lord Vifcount St» John, fhe Petitioner's Grand- 
fether and Father, together with the Petitioner, made a Set- 
tlenient of their Family-Eftates in the Counties of Wilts, 
Surrey, and Middlefex, all which Premiffes, except a very 
fmall Part thereof, are now in the PoffefSon of the Petitioner's 
Father, and the Petitioner cannot become intitled thereto for 
his Life, until after his Father's Deceafe : That the Petitio- 
ner hath, in moft humble and dutiful Manner, made his 
Submiflion to his Majefly, and given his Majefty the (hongeft 
AlTurances of his inviolable Fidelity, and of his Zeal for hisMa- 
jelly's Service, and for the Support of the prefent happy Efla- 
blifhment, which his Majefly hath been moft gracioufly pleaf- 
cd to accept ; and praying, that Leave may be given to bring 
in a Bill for enabling the Petitioner, and the Heirs Male of 
his Body, notwithftanding his faid Attainder, to take and 
enjoy the faid fettled Eftate, according to the Limitations of 
the faid Settlement, or other Affurances tTierein mentioned ; 
and for enabling the Petitioner to hold and enjoy any Perfonal 
Eftate or EfFeds whereof he now is, or hereafter fhall be 
poflefled, and to inveft the fame in the Purchafe of any Real 
or Perfonal Eftate within this Kingdom. 

After the Reading of this Petition, the Lord Finch mov'd, 
that a Bill be brought in, according to the Prayer of the late 
Vifcount Bolingbroke's Petition. This Motion was feconded 
by Mr R. WaJ^le, who, having repeated Part of what he 
had before laid before the Houfe, by the King's Command, 
in the Petitioner's Behalf, added, * That he was fully fadf- 
£ed, that he had fufticiently attoned for his paft Offences, 
and therefore deferv'd the Favour of that Houfe fo far, as to 
enable him to enjoy the Family Inheritance that was fettled 
njpon him ; which, according to the Opinion of the beft 
Lawyers, he could not do by Virtue of his Majefty's moft 
Gracious Pardon, without an A61 of Parliament.' This was 
confirm'd by Sir Philip Yorke and Sir Clement Wearg. Then 
Mr Methuen f ftood up, and ftrenuoufly oppofed the Lord 
Finch's Motion ; he faid, * That as he had the Honour to be 
one of the King's immediate Servants, it might, perhaps, by 
fome be thought unbecoming his Station, to appear againft 
;i Petition, to the prefenting of which his Majefty, in his 
jR.oyal Clemency and Goodnefs, had gracioufly been pleaied 
to give his Confent : But that being at Liberty to follow the 
I>i£lates of his Confcience in this Matter, he would fre^ 
declare his Opinion, that the Publick Crimes for which thi^ 
Petitioner ftood attainted, were fo heinous, fo flagrant, and 
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of fo deep a Dye, as not to admit of any Expiation or At- Anno.!!. q$o.i, 
tonement ; and whatever he might have done to deferve his i^,,*^*^ / 
Majefty's Private Grace and Pardon, yet he thought him al- 
together unworthy of any National Favour.' Hereupon Mr 
Methuen inftanc'd the late Lord Bolingbroke's fcandalous 
and villainous Conduct, while he had a Share in the Admi- 
niflration of Affairs in the lad Reign. How he was the prior 
cipal Advifer of, and Adtor in, the wicked Meafures that 
were then purfued ; his clandeiline Negociatton cf Peace 
without the Privity of the Queen's Allies, contiary to the 
exprefs Tenor of the Grand Alliance ; his infolent Behaviour 
towards all the Confederates in general, and t])e Dutch an 
particular ; his facri£cing the Intereft of the whole Confede- 
racy, and the Honour of his own Country, particularly in 
the bafe abandoning of the poor and brave Catalans : A 
Tranfadlion with which he had an Opportunity to be inti- 
mately acquainted, as having had the 'Honour, at that Junc- 
ture, to fervc the Nation as the Queen's Minifter in Portugal ; 
and to fum up all his Crimes in one, his traiterous Defign 
of defeating the Protefbnt Succeffion, the Foundation of 
both our preient and future Happinefs ; and of advancing a 
Popifh Pretender to the Throne, which would have involved 
his Native Country in endlefs Mifery. Mr Arthur Onflow, L?wl5°p^'1Sr" 
Lord William Paulet *, Sir Thomas Pengelly, and Mr Gyb- sir Tho.*pengcuir. 
bon t fupported Mr Methuen ; Serjeant Miller hereupon ^' ^^^J^^ 
, faid, * That he was againft the Motion for three Reaibns^ 

I. Becaufe he thought it againil the Intereft o^ the King. 

II. Againft the Intereft of his Country. III. Againft the 
Intcrcit of the prefent Miiiiftry. That he loved the King 
better than he loved himielf ; and hated his Enemies more 
than he did. That he loved his Country as he loved him- 
felf ; and as he thought its Intereft infeparable ftom <he 
King's, fo he would not have any publick Favour ihewn to 
one, who had afted in fo notorious a Manner againft both. 
And as for the preient Minifters, he was fo well Satisfied 
with their juft, prudent, and fuccefsful Management, that 
he would not fee them exposed to the Cabals and Intrigues 
of their inveterate, though feemingly reconciled Enemies.' 

On the other Hand Sir Thomas Hanmer and Dr Friend gj.'^i^'^' 

ipoke for the Motion, and took that Occafion to extol his 

Majefty*s Royal Clemency ; and then the Queftion being put» ABUioiderMto 

on the Lord Finch's Motion, it was carried in the Affirma- JSiSS^.'"* **"' 

tive by 231 Votes againft 113, and his Lordftiip and Mr 

R. Walpole were ordered to bring in a Bill accordmg to the 

Prayer of the kte Lord Bolingbrokc's Petition. 

Jfril 

• OfH^lhi Tttkrs nf ^ Exdaqiur: 
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April 23. Sir George Oxenden reported from the Com- 
mittee, to whom it was referred to conitder of the Anfwcfr 
sirGeor^bwnden of Thomas Earl of Macclesfield to the Articles of Impeach- 
nl^'t ReoS^' ment exhibited againfl him, ' That the faid Earl had in- 
S^cSSd^A^/ duib-ioufly avoided giving a diredl Anfwer to feveral Matters 
Swof iM«S. P^fi^ively alledg'd againft him, and had endeavoured to dif- 
ment, * gui(e the Crimes laid to his Charge ; and that many Parts 

of the faid EarPs Anfwer are contradidlory and incoivQflent ; 
and the Committee did humbly fubmit to the Judgment of 
the Houfe their Opinion, that for avoiding any Imputation 
of Delay in the Commons, in a Cafe of fo great Moment, 
a Replication be forthwith fent up to the Lords, maintaining 
the Charge of the Commons ; and that the Committee had 
prepared a Replication accordingly, which he read in his 
Place i and the faid Replication being read a fecond Time, it 
was refolved to be the Replication of the Commons to the 
«rv. .^ . . . Anfwer of Thomas Eat? of Macclesfield j and ordered that the 
tobecDgrois^d, faid Replication be engrofTed. 

And fent to the ^^^^^ ^^' ^^^ Commons read the engrofTed Replication 
Lords. to the Anfwer o^ Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, which was 

ordcr'd to be fent to the Lords. 

StSd ik^"' ^pril 27. Lord Finch prefented to the Houfe a Bill, For 

^t^Tc^tbc&t& mailing Henry St John ^ late Vif count Bolinghrokey to take 

and enjoy fe%'eral Manors^ Landsy fffr. which was receiv'd, 

read the firfl, and order'd to be read a fecond Time. 

i^^wnSiSd"*' ^'■''^ 3°- ^^^ ^^^^ ^'^ Bolingbroke's Bill was read a 

fecond Time and committed to a Committee of the whole 

Houfe, who were ordered to receive a Claufc or Claufes, 

* For preferving the Inheritance of all the Family Elbite in 

" the faid Bill mentioned, to the IfTue Male of the Lord Vif- 

count St John, on Failure of Ifiiie Male of the faid Henry 

St John, late Vifcount Bolingbroke, with Provifo to the faid 

late Vifcount Bolingbroke to charge the faid Efkte with a 

Sum of Money, and to make Leafes in like Manner, as he 

was enabled to do by the Marriage Settlement in the faid 

Bill mentioned, and to make a Jointure, and Provifion for 

younger Children.' 

May 3. The Order being read for the Houfe to refblve 
itfelf into a Grand Committee upon the late Lord Vifcount 
^^.1^^^ Bolingbroke's Bill, the Lord William Paulet mov'd. That 
S*3fia£ Henry* It be an Inftruftion to the faid Committee, That they have 
bUSSSrom sftl'ng Powcr to receive a Claufe to difablc the faid Henry St John, 
wS«S*"&Je ^^^ Vifcount Bolingbroke, to be a Member of either Houfe 
* of Parliament, or to have or enjoy any Office or Place of 
Profit or Truft under his Majefly. This Motion was back*d 
by feveral Members, but was oppofed by Mr Robert Walpole, 
and the Queftloti being put thereupon, it was carry 'd in the , 
Negative by iji^Nokts^L^sisfit^v ^^^"^ ^^ ^ Com- 



DAftte thereon. 
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mons in a Committee of the whole Houfe, went through the 
faid Bill, and made feveral Amendments thereto, which be- 
ing thetiexcDay reported by the Lord Finch, were, with 
an Amendment to one of them, agreed to, and the Bill fo 
amended, ordered to be engnofs^d. 

y May 5. The engrofsM Bill, For enahliHg Htnry Si. jfohn^ 
iati Vif count Boliftghr^ke^ and the Heirs Male §f kis B^dy^ 
nfit^witbftanMng his Aitainder^ io iake and ejtjoy fe^vet-ai Mm- 
non^ Lands, and HeredUamfnts, &cc. was read the third Time, 
pafs'd, and fent up to the Lords. 

May 6* The Commons ordered. That the Committee ap^ 
pointed to manage the Evidence againit Thomas Earl of 
Macclesfield, be at Liberty to proceed in fuch Manner as they 
fhall think moil important for the fpeedieft expediting of the 
fa id Trial. Then upon a Mej^ge from the Lords, import- 
ing. That their Lojdftijps were ready to proceed on the 
Trial of Thomas Earl of Macclesiidd, the Names of the 
Managers were called over by the Clerk, viz. Sir George 
Oxenden, Bart. * Sir Clement Wearg, Sir Thomas Pengelly, 
Sir William Strickland, Bart, f Mr Doddington, Lord Mor- 
peth, Mr Arthur Onflow, Mr Palmer, Mr Walter Plomer, 
Sir Jbhn Rufhout, Bart. Mr Edward Thompfon f+, Mr Philips 
Gybbon, Mr Hedges, Mr Sandys, Mr Weft **, Mr Snell, Mr 
Lutwychc, Hon. Sir Thomas Gower, and Mr. Gary 4-f ^ Ac- 
cordingly the fa id Managers went up to the Bar of the Houfe 
of Lords, to proceed on the Trial, which held till the 26th 
of this Month, and being printed by Authority, may be found 
at large in the 6th Volume of the B fATE TR IJL S. 

May 27* The Lords fent a Meffiige £0 the Commons, ac- 
quainting them, that their Lordfhips were ready to give 
Judgment again ft Thomas Earl of MacdesfieJd, if the Com- 
mons, with their Speaker, would come and demand the 
fame. Hereupon a Motion was made, and the Qiieftion pro- 
pofed. That this Houfe will demaiul Judgment of the I^rds 
againft Thomas Earl of Macclesfield ; which occafioned a 
warm Debate, that lafted till Five in the Afternoon^ when 
the previous Qucftion being put. That the QnelHon be now 
put, it was carried in the Affirmative, by a Majority of 
I }6 Voices againft 6^ ; and then the main Queftion being 
put, it was refolv'd. That this Houfe will demand Judgment 
againft Thomas Earl of Maccle;sficld. This done, the Com- 

VoL. L Xx mons 
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Part thereof, as the fame fhall be paid into the Exchequer, 
be iflued and paid into the Court of Chancery, to be applied 
towards making good any of the LofTes of the Suitors occa- 
fioned by the De^ciencies of the Mailers of the £kid Court, 
as that Court Jhall think fit to dineft/ And it was ordered, 
that the fnid Addrefs be prcfented to his Majelly by fucb 
Members of the Houfe as are of his Majelty*s tnoil Honour- 
able Privy Council. About half an Hour after, Mr Robert 
Waipole reported to the Houfe, That the faid Addrefs had 
been prefented to his Majefly ; and that hrs Maj eily had 
tsThkhjiis Majc* commanded him to acquaint the Houfe, That he would give 
the neceflfary Orders according to the Defire of the Houfe. 

The fame Day the King being come to the Houfe of 
Lords, with the ufua.1 State, and the Commons being feftt 
for up and attending, his Majefty gave the Royal Affcnt to 
the Bill in Favour of the late Lord Vifcount Boiingbroke, 
and to feveral other Bills. 

After which the Lord Khigj Speaker pf the Houfe of Lords* 
read his Majefty 's Speech to both Houfes of Parliament, as 
follows : 



iiy ronfFnts ta^ 



The Kind's Sprcch 
vtcohcEudih^g the 
TiUrd SdBoiU 



My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

I Am come to pnt an End to this Sefllon of Parliament, 
which, though it has been extended to an unexpefted 
Length, has been fo well employed for the Service and 
Intereft of the PubHck^ chat I affure myklf k will be to 
' the general SatisfiiiSlion of the Nation. 
Gentlemen of tht Houfe of Common!, 
" The prudent Ufe you have made of the prefent flou- 
riJhing State of Credit, by a certain Redudion of more 
than three Millions feven hundred Thousand Pounds to an 

■ Intereft of Four^f^r Cf<, and by a wife Provifion for the 
Redemption thereof by Parliament, without farther No* 

' tice, on Payment of fuch Sums as the Circum (lances of 
the Government will from Time to Time admit, has fe- 

■ cured a confide rable Addition to the Smking Fund, not 
' fubjeft to the Hazard of future Events, 

'* You have not only ratfed the Supply for the Service of 
the current Year, at the loweft Rate of Intereft that has 
been ever known, but without laying any new Burthai on 
my People J you have enabled me to difcharge the I>ebt£ 
of my Civil Government : Debts contraded by necelTajy 
and unavoidable Expences, and in Support of fuch Mea- 
fures of Government as have greatly incrcafed the Happi- 
nefs of my People : You have thereby ihewn your jufi 
Regard to my Honour, and the Dignity of tiie Ctown, 



M/ 
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My Lords and GeTitlemcn, 

'* i'ls all oar publick Ble flings are the happy EiFcfls of the 
** general Tranquility we now enjoy j I cannot but exprefs 
** my Satisfadion in the Provifion you have made^ for lup- 
" prcffing and preventing Dillurbinces and Commotions in 
" thofe Parts where the^ Peace of the Kingdom might have 
*f been moft endangerM. 

** Nothing more remains neceilkry, than to tell you, that 
** I entirely depend on the faithful Difcharge of your Du- 
** ties in your feveral Stations, and on your conAant Care in 
'* your refpc^vc Countries, to preferve the Peace and Quiet 
" of the Publiclc ; hut I know not how to part ^^ ith you 
'* without iiril returning you my very hearty Thanks fof the 
** many repeated Inftances you have, in this Seffion, given 
"me of your Duty and Afieftion i all fuch Returns may 
'* be ejcpcAcd from me, as can be made by the moft indul- 
" gent Prince to an afFe£lionace and loyal People." 

Then the Lord King, by his Majefty*s Command, prorogued The T»arJii»ftot 
the Parliament to the firft of July ; They were afterwards iP^'*"^'^' 
farther prorogued to the agth of January, 

S'P EECHES ^rd D EBJTES 



In the F o u a T H Session of the 

Second Tarltament of King George L 

THE Parliament being met at Weftminfter on the Arni&ir g^a i, 
20th of January, purfuant to their laft Prorogation, 17* s**^ 
the King went to the Houfe of Peers witli the ufual 
State, and the Commons being come thither, the King, 
by the Mouth of the Lord High Chancellor, made the 
following Speech to both Houfes : 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 
" T Have had fuch frequent Experience of the Wifdom The Kii5^^£p«:4i 
** X ^tt*i ^^^1 ^^ f^^^ Parliament, on many imponant Oc- '^^^^'^^ 
*' cafion!f, that it h with Pkafure I now meet you again^ 
*' and I make no Doubt but that your Endeavours for the 
" Good and Service of your Country will be as fucccGful 
'* as they have hitherto been. 

** The diftrcfs'd Condition of fome of our Proteflant Bre- 
** thren abroad, and the Negotiations and Engagements en* 
" tred into by fomc Foreign Powers, which feem to have 
'* kid the Foundation of new Troubles and Diiiurba.i\ct^ ^ 
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** Europe, and to tlireaten my Stibje^s with the Lofa of 
'* fevcrii of the moft advantageaus Branches of their Tink^' 
•* obliged me without any Lofs of Time, to concert witk' 
** other Powers, fuch Meafares, as might give a Check to tk 
** ambitious Views of thofe, who are endeavoonng to r^ndef 
** themfelves formidable, and put a Stop to the f'^irther ?m^ 
" grefs of fuch dangerous Designs. For thefe Ends I have 
" entred into a defend ve Alliance witJi the moft Chriftkn 
** King and the King of PruiTia, to which feveral otkr 
■* Powers, and particularly the States* Geneial, have been ii^ 
" Titad to accede, and 1 have not the leaft Reafon to dcwibt 
** of their Concurrence, This Treaty /hall in a fhon Time 
*f be laid before you. 

** By thefe Means^ and by your Support and AflUlance, i 
*' trufl in God J I fliaJl be able not only to fecure to my 
" own Subje^s the Enjoyment of many valuable Rights ami 
** Privileges long fince acqulr'd for them by the moii foleroJi 
" Treaties, buc effectually to preferve the Peace and Balance 
*^ of Europe, the only View and End of all my Endeavours, 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

** I have order'd the Eftimates for the Service of thii 
" Year to be prcparM and laid before you, which, from 
*' an UnwilUngnefs I always have to put my Subjc& to an 
*^ extraordinary Expence by any unncccllary Prccauiiotis, are 
** formed upon the Foot of employing no greater Nttiiihcr 
** of Forces, than was thought neceflary the kll Yeaj- ; fof 
*' which, if the Supplies you give Jhall be folly and effec- 
** tually taifed, I fball be enabled to have a ftrong Fleet at 
*' Sea early in the Spring. If the Pofture of Aifairs ihall at 
** any Time make it neeeilafy to augment our Maritime 
** Force, I coniide fo entirely in the Zeal and AFe^em of 
*' my Parliament, that I aifurc myfelf you will enable we 
" to make fuch an Addition to the Number of Seamen, as 
" ihall be found rcquiCte* 

My Lords and GentIemen^ 

" It is not to be doubted, hut the Enemies to my Go- 
•' vemment will conceive Hopes, that fome favourable Op- 
" portunity for renewing their Attempts may olfer, from 
*' the Profpe€t of new Troubles and Conmiotions : They ait 
" already very bufy by their Inflruments and Emiflfarileiiii 
** thofe Courts, whofe Meafures feem mofl to favour their 
" Purpofes, in folicking and promoting the Caufe of the 
" Pretender ; but I perfuade myfelf, notwithftanding the 
'* Countenance and Encourngenient they may have recciv^di 
*' or flatter themfclves with, the Pi^ovifion you ihall laatra^ 
" for the Safety and Defence of the Kingdom will effefhidly 
** fecure us from any Attempts from Abroad^ and render M 
" fuch Projc^s vain atid abortive. 
t « WhaM 



** When the World {hall fee that you will mt fuffcr the 

f* Britifh Crown and Nation to be menaced and infiilted, 

'* thofe, who moft en\y the prefent Happinefs and Tran- 

** quility of this Kingdom, and are endeavouring to make 

'* us fubfervient to their Ambition^ will coiifidcr tbeur own 

** Interell and Circtimibnces^ before they make any Attempt 

*' upon fo brave a People^ ftrcngthened and fapported by 

** prudent and powerful AUianceSj and though defirous to 

** preferve the Peace, abk and ready to defend themfelves 

'* again i^ the Efforts of all Aggreflbrs* Such Refolutions 

*' and fucb Meafures timely takenj I am fatisfy'dj are the 

'' moll efitdiial Means of preventing a War^ and contiatilng 

^' to us the BlelTings of Peace ^d Profpenty." 

^aa. 20. The Commons being retorn'd to their Houfe, and 
Mr Speaker having reported his Majeily's Speech^ Sir Ro- 
bert Sutton *, Kfiight of the Shire for Nottingham^ mov'd^ 
and being feconded, it was refolv'd. That an humble Ad- 
drefs be prefented to his Majefly for his gracious Speech ; and 
k Committee was appointed to draw up an Addrefs upon the 
faid Refolution ; which was accordingly the next Day re^ 
ported ro the Houfe by Sir Robert Sutton, and agreed to* 

J^ati. zz* The fame was prefcnted to hh Majcily by the 
whole Houfe as follows : 



Anns ti. C*t»^U 



T^QVir^ far hd A(^ 



Which Liunet 
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Moll Gracious Sovereign, 

WE your MajeJiy's moft duiiful and loyal Subjeds, the Tiie MinOk 
Commons of Great Britain in Parliament allem bled, 
beg Leave moil unfeignedly to congratulate your M^jelly^s 
iafe and happy Arrival in this Kin^om. Nothing can equal 
the Dread and Anxiety which filled the Breafls of your good 
People, whilft your Majefty"'s lacred Perfon was expo&M to 
the Perib of tempeftuous Seas ; but the univerfal Joy that 
was inftandy diffijs'd throughout tlie Kingdom, upon the 
welcome News of your Majeily's being fafely landed on the 
BritiOi Shore. 

* Wc return your Majefty our humbleft Thanks for your 
moH gracious Speech from the Throne ; and cannot fuffici- 
cn^ly acknowledge your Majeliy's great Attention and Care 
for the Prefervation of the Peace amd Profperity of this Na- 
tion, and the general Tranquility of Europe. 

The tender Regard and CompaiEon^ which your Majefty 

i expreflfed for the diftrefled Protelbnts abroad, will give 

^reat Satisfa^on to all, whofe Profeilion of the fame Reli- 

^gion muft infptre them with a juilRefentment of the Injuries 

and Perfecutions which they fu^er for the Sake of it. 

* Yow 
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* Vout Majefty'* Vigilance in watching over and dtfcon- 
ccrting the ambitious Views and Defigns of tiiofe, that are 
endeavouring to render themfelves formidable ; yoiirWifdom 

' in early forming and entering into Alliances with Powers 
' beft able to withilmd the common Danger, and to put a 

* Stop to the farther Progrefs of the Negotiations canying on 

* by other Powers, and your pardcolar Concern for the 

* Trade and Commerce of thefe Nations, call upon us for ail 
' poffible Returns of Duty and Gratitude. 

* And that your MajeJly'^s unwearied Endeavours for the 
' particulaj Interefts of your own Subjects of thefe Kingdoms, 

* and for preventing a W^j, may have their defied £ffe6:, 

* we, your Majeily's mofi: dutiful and !oyal Commons, pn>* 
' mife and aflure your Majcfty, that wc will with the greateH 

* Chearfulnefs, UnaninnJty and Difpatch^ fo cfFcdtuaJIy r^ife 

* the Supplies for this Yea-r, that your iVlajefly may be en- 

* aHed to have a ftrong Fleet at Sea early in the Springs fufS- 

* dent to protect and defend the Kingdom, to difappoint the 

* Hopes t>f the Enemies to your Majdly'a Govermnent^ and 
' refent any Infuica and Attempts that may be vainly projedled 
' and undertaken. 

* It is not to be wonderM at, that In the low State to 

* which the Affairs of the Pretender are reduced, his Ettiifla- 

* ries and InJlrutnents fhould be waiting ibr every Opportunit}', 

* that has the Appearance of being favourable to their Ian- 

* gutfliing Caufe ; ajid as they have been very bufy in foreign 
' Courts, the Difaffeded and Difcontenred here have not been 
' lefs induftriouf, by falfe Rumours and Suggeftions to fill the 

* Minds of the People with ground! efs Fears and Alarms, 

* in Older to aifed the Public k Credit^ and, by diilrefling the 
' .Government, give Encouragement to the Enemies of our 

' Peace. M 

* But we promife ourfetves that the Prudence, Temper, \ 

* and Refolution of thofe that truly confult their own Inter- 

* eft, and mfh well to their Country, will, on the one 

* Hand, prevent and obviate the Mifchiefa that^ by too 

* great Credulity and vain Fears, they may bring upon them- 
' Slvcs ; and, on the other Hand, we are determined to con- 
" vlnce the World ^ that if thofe who moil envy our prefent 

* Happinefs and Tranquility, fliall fo far prefumc upon the 
" juA Senfe and Value we have for thefe inellimable Bkflings, 
' as ftill to pnrfue their defperate Meafures i how defirous fo- 

* ever we may be of Peace, we will not fuifer your Maje- 

* ity and the Britiih Nation to be infulted ; but that wc will, 

* to the otmoil of our Power, as th^ Exigency and NecefEty 

* of* AiFaifs Ihall require, Hand by, and fupport yourMajefly 

* jgiunA all Attempt* to dillurb the pubiick Repofe*' 



Ta 
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To this Addre& his Majefly returned the following Anfwen a^"« t*- '?^**- 1* 



Gentlemen, 
*' T Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- 
" X *l^fS" I make no Doubt but you will fooii be fenfible ^^"^''^"^ 
" of the good EiFed of this feafonable \'igour and Refolu- 
** tion. You xmy be aJTur^d, that I wiW make no Ufe of 
*' the Confidence you rqjofe in me, but for preferving to us 
'* the Bkffings of Peace^ and for promoting the Honour and 
" Ijiteirft of this Kingdom;* 

yav^ t2. The Cbmmons took into Confideration hisMaje- 
fly''s Speech to both Houfes, and a Motion being made for a 
Stipply^ the Tame wv^ referred to the Grand Committee oti 
the z^th Inllant, ^ supply ntU. 

y^n. z^. The Commons went into a Grand Committee, 
to confider of the Motion for granting a Supply to his Maje- 
Jly, which was unanimouny refolvM upon, 

Jan, 28. The Houfe ha vine refolv'd itfelf into a Grand f.,. . .*«.-*.- • 
Committee, confider d farther of the Supply, and m par* ^^^ Numbcf of 
ticular of the Charge of the Guards, GarrJibn^, and other thcY^i7ifi, 
J lis Majefly *s Land Forces in Great-Britain for tlie Year 1726. 
Mr Henry Pdham openM the Debate, and mov'd. That **^«'P«^«» 
Provifion be made for the fame Number of Men, for Guards, 
Garrifons^ and Land Forces, for the Year 1726, as were 
provided for the M Year. This was opposM by Mr Ship- ^ ^yv^- 
pen, who thereupon ftood up^ and fpoke as follows : 

Mr Speaker^ 

* My Sentiments concerning a Standing Army in Time 
of Peace are well known here, and it may feem unneceflary, 
perhaps be thought impertinent, in me to debate anew on 
a worn and exhauftcd Topic, when other Gentlemeo, 
who entertain the fame Sentiments, are pleafed to be iilent. 
But furely the Queftion before you is not become a Motion 
of Courfe ; fuiely as long as the Grievance is continued on 
one hand, fo long there is a Right of Complaint on the 
other ; and that Complaint^ I fhould think, may wichout 
Oflfence be continued, till it can be proved, that the Bri-« 
tifh Govemment is in its nature Military, or ought to be 
made fo. 

* I do not intend to trouble you with what I have for- 
roerly urged, or to ufe any Argument drawn from theExpence 
and Burthen, or from the Terror and Oppreflion, which 
ha^'c been brought upon this and other Nations, by raifmg 
and keeping up a greater Number of Forces, than were at^ 
folate I y neceifary in Time of Peace : Not but that the 
Gradations, by which Armies, with all thdr Inconveniences » 

y L, I, Y y \o:?«^ 
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melancholy Confiderarion. For then an Atlhy of twice 
Eighteen thoufand Men would not be fufficient to defbid that 
Caufe, which his Majeily has hitherto afTerted, with 16 mach 
Glory to himfelf, with fo much Advantage to the Proteihnt 
Part of Europe. 

' *Twas a notorious Saying, and the avowed Policy of one 
of our late famous Statcfmen^ who lived till after the Revo- 
lution, and was thought a fecret Infbiiment in it, that, not- 
withftanding the Noife and Clamour of the People againft 
Soldiers in Time of Peace, the eafieft and beft Way of 
governing England was by an Army ; and that a MiniHer ib 
guarded might profecute his own Meafures with Safety and 
Succefs, and foon make the boaiUng Affertors of Liberty and 
Property, as tame as a Flock of Turkies, and drive them 
which Way he pleafed. This gives us a true Idea of fome 
forts of modern Policy, and of the Infolence of that Man in 
Authority, who ruined his Prince by the very Methods he 
would have en/laved his Fellow- Subjedls ; but not of the Ge- 
nius of the People of England. For he found another Spirit 
in them ; he found, they perpetually druggled with him in 
Defence of the Church and State, when he was endeavouring 
to facrifice both, as he did his own Honour and Confcience, 
in order to ere^ an arbitrary and unlimited Dominion in 
thefe Kingdoms. Nor could they endure his Return into 
Power after "the Revolution, tho' he was countenanced by 
King William himfelf, and tho' his meritorious Perfidy was 
ftrongly pleaded in his Favour. But they continued their Op- 
pofition to him, till they had accomplifhed his Difgtace ; and 
Itill his Memory is as deteftable, as his Adminifbation was 
wicked, tho' he neither aggrandized his Family, nor aug- 
mented his EUate by the Spoils oP the Publick. 

' Now we are to hope the military Principles of this States- 
man are dead with him, and we are fure good Miniilers can 
never purfue the Maxims of bad ones, becaufe the Means of 
their Actions mufl neceflarily be as different, as the Ends 
are. 'Tis therefore unintelligible to me, how the keeping 
up an Army in Time of Peace, which has formerly been 
thought criminal Advice in Miniilers, as being incompati- 
ble with our Conftitution, (hould now be annually recom- 
mended to Parliament by our modem Patriots, as the only 
Method of fecuring us in the Pofleffion of our Laws and 
Liberties. I fay, this is unintelligible to me, and till the 
feeming Paradox can be reconciled to Reafon, I muft beg 
Leave conftandy to oppofe Queftions of this Nature. 

Mr Hevflu ^' Shippen was fupported by Mr. Heyfliam, Mr Hunger- 

Mr Hua&orford. ford, and others, who infided on the reducing the Four Thou- 
. ^and Men that were rais'd fome Years ago, iS^e /. 29 1 ] upon 

an 
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an extraordinaiy Occafion, and which were now become al- Anmt.Ges.!. 
together unneceffaiy, fince on the one Hand Great Britain '72S-»6. 
enjoyM at prefent a happy and perfeft Tranquility, which 
feem'd firmly fecur'd by the late difarming of the Highlands 
of Scotland ; and, on the other Hand, it having already been 
unanimoufly refblvM, tO enable his Majefty to have a ilrong 
Fleet at Sea early in the Spring, this they thought fufficient 
for the Safety and Defence of the Kingdom, effedually to 
fecure us from any Attempts from abroad, and to render all 
Projedb of the Pretender's Inftruments and EmiiTaries vain 
and abortive.' To this it was anfwerM by Mr Henry Pel- Mr h. Pdham. 
ham * and Hon. Mr Verney, * That it would be highly im- Mr Vcrncy. 
prudent to lelTen the Number of our Land Forces, at a 
Time when fome foreign Powers who endeavoured to make 
themfelves formidable, and threaten us with the Lofs of our 
moil advantageous Branches of our Trade, were augmenting , 
theirs. That the Alliances his Majefty was lately enter'dinto, 
to check fuch ambitious Views, and put a Stop to the far- 
ther Progrefs of fuch dangerous Defigns, might make it ne- 
ceflary to fend fome Land Forces abroad^ in Support of thoie 
Alliances ; and that in fuch a Cafe, the leaving the Kingdom 
without a fufiicient Number of Men for Guards and Garri- 
fons, would be too great a Temptation to the Enemies of the 
Government, who arc continu^y watching for favourable 
Opportunities for renewing their Attempts, and difturbing 
the hap^y Repofe we enjoy.' Sir Jofeph Jekyl, having here- sir j. jtkyl. 
upon declar'd, • That he was indeed the laft Year for re- 
ducing Part of the Army ; but that the Face and Pofture 
of Affairs in Europe being fince changed, he thought it 
now unfafe ; His Opinion had fo great Weight, that, with- 
out any ferther Debate, it was refolv'd, I. That the Num- 
ber of efFediive Men to be provided for Guards and Garri- « 
fons in Great Britain, and for Guernfey and Jerfey, for the 
Year 1726, be, including 181 5 Invalids, and 324 Men, 
which the fix Independent Companies confift of for the Ser- 
vice of the Highlands, 18,264 Men, Commiifion and Non- 
Commiflion Officers included. II. That a Sum not exceed- 
ing 655,1781. be granted to his Majefty for defraying the 
Charge of the faid 18,226 effeAive Men, for the Year 1726. 

yan. 29. Thefe Refolutions were reported to the Houfe AnAddrcfsfor 
by Mr Farrer, and agreed to ; after which it was refolv'd, copic* of the 
That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, That iT^pJ^rtS 
the late Treaties of Peace and Commerce concluded between £i£d*iS*2ie 
the Emperor and the King of Spain might be laid before Houie. 
the Houfe. 

Fibruaty 

• StO'ttary st Wmt, 
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to flate the Dub- 
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Dec. as. 1715. 

Debate thereon. 

MrD. Polteney. 
SirJ.JekyU. 
SJrR. Walpole. 
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February 9. Mr William Pulteney mov'd, * TJbat a Com- 
mittee be appointed to fbte the publick Debts as they flood 
on the 25 th of December, ^7^A» ^^^ v^^^t Debts, have been 
Sm'foS'^t- incun-'d ^nce that Time, 'till the 2Cth of December 1725,, 
z — /> — : — diitinguifhing how much of the faid Debts have been pro- 
vided for, and how much remain unprovided for by Parlia- 
ment.' He was feconded by Mr Daniel Pulteney, and backM 
by Sir Jofeph Jekyl ; Hereupon Sir Robert VValpole flood 
up and endeavoured to fhew, * That fuch an Inquiry was 
unfeaibnable and prepoflerous, and that it might give a dan- 
gerous Wound to publick Credit at this critical Jundture, 
when Money'd-Men were akeady but too much alarmed by 
the Appearances of an approaching War; urging. That in 
the prefent Pofhire of Affairs, they could not better exprefi 
their Love to their Country, than by making good their 
Promifes and Affurances to his Majefty at the Beginning of 
this Scffion, and with the greatefl Difpatch raifmg the ne- 
ceflary Supplies, to enable his Majefty to make good his late 
Engagements, for the Welfare of his Subjeds, to difappoint 
the Hopes of the Enemies to his Government, and to refent 
any Infults that may be ofier'd to his Crown and Dignity." 
Mr Barnard, Member for the City of London, coniirm*d 
what Sir Robert Walpole had faid, as to the Danger of in- 
creafing the Alarm of Money'd-Men, which had already fo 
much affeded publick Credit, that the Stocks were within a 
few Weeks fallen 12 1. or 14 1. per Cent. But Sir Thomas 
Pengelly, hacving fpoken for the Motion, Sir Robert Walpole 
Mr w. Pulteney. rcply'd to him. Hereupon Mr William Pulteney fiood up 
and declared, ' That he made this Motion with no other 
View, than to give that Great Man an Opportunity to fhew 
his Integiity to the whole World, which would finifh his 
fublime Charader :' To which Sir Robert Walpole anfwer^d, 
' That this Compliment would have come out with a better 
Grace, and appeared more fmcere, when that fine Gentleman 
had himfelf a Share in the Management of the Publick 
Money, than now he was out of Place.' Then the Queftion 
being put upon Mr Pulteney's Motion, it was carry'd m the 
Negative, by 262 Votes againft 89. 

The fame Day Sir Robert Walpole acquainted the Houfc^ 

That he had received his Majefty's Commands to lay before 

the Houfe the Treaty between his Majefty, the moft 

oi2*Tre[ity*Sd" Chriftian King, and the King of Pruffia, made at Hanover 

ti^^S^EXe- ^ 3^ ^^ September 1725 ; and that his Majefty had like- 

j«*.^d^Kuwof ^fe commanded him to lay before the Houfe, purfaant to 

tfi^Houfc. *'* their Addrefs to his Majefty, the late Treaties of Peace and 

Commerce concluded between the Emperor and the King of 

Spain. And he prefented Copies of the faid Treaties, with 

Traniktions of them^ to the Houfe ; together with ^ Lift of 

the 



MrBRnard. 



Sir T. Pengelhr. 

Sir R. Walpole. 



A R. Walpole. 
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the faid Treaties ; which Liil being read, it was Refolv^d to Annou. oee.L 
take the faid Treaties into Confideration on the i6thlnftant. , ny-^- 

Feb, 1 6. The Houfe proceeded to take into Confideration 
the above-recited Treaties, which, by his Majefty Command, Debtee i 
had been laid before the Houfe. After the reading thereof 
Mr Horatio Walpole ♦ open'd the Debate with a Speech, j^ ^ waipoie. 
wherein he laid before the Houfe the State and Pollure. of 
Affairs in Europe, from the Peace of Utrecht to this prefent 
Time, and took Notice, * That fince his Majefty 's happy 
Accefiion to the TTirone of this Realm, his conftant Care 
and Endeavours had been to fettle the Balance of Power on 
a foiid Foundation, and to preferve and fecure the Tran- 
quility of Chriftendom ; to protect and defend the Proteftant 
Caufe, and promote the Hopour and Inter eft of his Britiih 
Subjeds. 1 hat with thefe great Views, his Majefty was be* 
come Mediator and Guarantee both of the Barrier Treaty 
concluded in 1715, and of the Convention made in 1718^ 
for the Execution of that Treaty, between the Emperor 
and the States General of the United Provinces. That 
in the Year 1716, his Majefty concluded a Defenilve Al- 
liance with the Emperor; and in 171 7, another with the 
moft Chriftian King and the States General ; the genuine 
Defign of both which Treaties was only to preferve the 
publick Repofe of Chriftendom, eftablifh'd by the Peace 
of Utrecht, and to guaranty the Succeffion to the Crown 
of Great Britain in the Proteftant Line. That in order 
to fortify all the faid Treaties, and to extii^iih the War 
which the Spaniards had kindled in Italy, his Majefty 
in 1 7 1 8, made a Convention with the moft Chriftian King, 
for propofing Ultimate Conditions of Peace between the 
Emperor and the King of Spain, and between his Im- 
perial Majefty and the then King of Sicily. That this 
Convention was, a few Days after, foUowM by a Treaty of 
Alliance between the Emperor, the King of Great Britain, 
and the moft Chriftian King, which, by their Minifters, was 
concluded at London, and fign'd on the 2 2d of July 171 8, 
and in which the States General were named as one of the 
Contrading Parties, upon a Suppofttion, that theit High 
Mightinefies would come into it, from whertce this Treaty 
was named the Quadruple Alliance. That a few Months 
after the King of Sicily was admitted into this Treaty, and at. 
length the King of Spain himfelf was forced to accede to it, 
which was mainly owing to the generous Aftiflance his Bri- 
tannick Majefty gave the Emperor in the Mediterranean. 
That there remaining fome Points ftill controverted between 
the Emperor and I^ng of Spain, the &me were teferr'd to 

be 
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^"•J^**-^- be amicably determined in aCongrefs, which was afterwards 
open'd at Cambray, under the Mediation of his Britannick 
Majefty and the moil Chriftian King. That by Rea- 
fbn of feveral Difficalties, induftriouny raifed by the 
Courts of Vienna and Madrid, the great Pains taken for 
three Years by the Miniilers Mediaton, proved anfuccefsful ; 
and, at laft, the Congrcfs was fuddenly diflblv'd, upon Ad- 
vice that the Emperor and the King of Spain fecredy 
had adj lifted the Difierences between them, and concluded a 
Treaty of Peace at Vienna. That this unexpected Event 
occafion'd no fmall Surmize, and raifed Jealoufies, which ap- 
peared to be the better grounded, when it was known. 
That the faid Treaty of Peace was foon folbw'd by a Trea- 
ty of Commerce, the main Deiign of which was to fuppoit 
and countenance the Eaft-India Company fome Years before 
eftablifti'd at Qftend, by granting to the Inhabitants of the 
Attfb-ian Netherlands greater Privileges, both in the Eafl and 
Weft-Indies, than were ever granted either to the Engliih or 
Dutch, which vifibly tended to the entire Ruin of many va- 
luable Branches of our Trade, and was contrary to feveral 
folemn Treaties ftill in Force. That thereupon his Majefly, 
ever watchful for the Intereft of his Britifh Subje&, had 
caufed lively Reprefentations to be made againft the faid Treaty 
of Commerce, both to the Emperor and King of Spain. That 
at the Court of Madrid thefe Complaints were received with 
Coldnefs, and at that of Vienna with Stifthefs and Haughd- 
nefs, even to fuch a Degree, that the Imperial Minifters did 
not ftick to iniinuate, that if his Britannick Majefty perfifted 
in his Refolution to take Meafures in Oppofition to the Trea- 
ties of Vienna, his Imperial Majefty would not only think 
himfelf difengaged from the Guarantuy of the Proteftant Suc- 
ceifion to the Crown of Great-Britain ; but that the fame 
might be attended with Confequences in relation to his Ma- 
jefty's Dominions in Germany. That thefe infulting Me- 
naces made no Imprefiion on his Majefty's Firmnefs, nor 
deterred him from his fixM Refolution of concerting, with 
other Powers, fuch Meafures as might give a Check to the 
ambitious Views of thofe who endeavoured to render them- 
felves formidable : That thefe Meafures feem*d to be the 
more neceflary, becaufe there were juft Grounds to believe, 
that the unforefeen Reconciliation of the Emperor and King 
of Spain was owing to the conftant View of the Houfe of 
Auftria, of rendering the Imperial Dignity Hereditary in 
their Family. That in order to that, it might be reafonaUy 
fuppofed, I'hat the Treaties of Vienna were to be cemented 
by a Match between the Emperor's ddeft Daughter and the 
lo&nte Don Carlos. That it was eafy to foreiee the Confe- 
quences of (vLch ^l&^u^^t« Eot the Iffue-Male that might 



^ 
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come from it, might, in Time, be pofTefs'd not only o£ all ^^^^l^'^- ^ 
the Hereck'tary Dominions belonging to the Houfe of Auftria, )_,i,t— , — _j 
and of the Imperial Dignity, but alfo of all the Dominions of 
the Spanifh Monarchy ; which would entirely overthrow the 
Balance of Power, and render the Liberties of all the reft of 
Europe very precarious. That this Suppofition would j^pear 
more than probable to any one who coniider'd, that there 
was fcarce any other Way of Accounting either for the King 
of Spain^s breaking through folemn Treaties with Great 
Britain, in favour of the £mperor*s Subjefts in the Nether- 
lands ', or for the Emperor's forgetting fo far the Obligation^ 
lie iiad to Great Britain and Holland, as to enter into Enr 
gagements to affiil Spain, towards the Recovery of Gibraltar 
and Minorca, and to perfill in fupporting and countenancing 
the Oltend Company, eftablilh'd with no other View than ta 
deprive the Subjeds of the Maritime Powers of feveral of the 
molt advantrjgpous Branches of their Trade. That in order to 
give a timely Check to the farther Progrefs of fuch dangerous 
Defigns, his Majcfty, in his great Wifdom, had entred into a 
Defenfive Alliance with the moft ChriJftian King and the 
King of Pruifia, to which feveral other Powers, and particu- 
larly the States General, had been invited to accede ; that 
the States of Holland had already done it, and it was not to 
be doubted, but their Example would foon be followed by 
the other United Provinces. That the main View of this 
Alliance was to maintain and preferve the publick Repofe 
and Tranquility of Chriflcndom, and to fecure to each con-, 
trading Party the Pofleffion of their refpedive Dominions 
and Territories, with the Rights, Immunities and Advantages, 
particularly thofe relating to Trade, which their Subjeds en- 
joy'd, or ought, by Treaties, to enjoy. And that as his Ma- 
jelly ever had a particular Concern for the Proteftant In- 
terefl, fo out of his royal and tender CompafTion for the 
diftreifed Condition of fome of our Proteftant Brethren in Po- 
land, his Majefty had not only interpofed his good OfHces,. 
in the moft prefllng Manner, in their Favour, but had taken 
the Occafion of the Defenfive Alliance made at Hanover, to 
engage, by a feparate Article, the moft Chrillian King and 
the King of Pruffia, who, together with his Majefty, are 
Guarantees of the Treaty of Oliva, to fee it maintained and 
obferved in its full Extent, and to caufe Reparation to be 
made for what may have been done at Thorn, contrary to 
the faid Treaty of Oliva. Concluding, with an Encomium 
upon his Majefty's Wifdom, Care, Vigilance, Steadinefs and 
Refolution in the Conduft of all theie weighty and impor- 
tant Affairs.' 

Mr Walpole having done Speaking, Mr D. Pulteney ftcod ^jj p. ruiener. 
up, and made his Obfervations on moil of the Posits mentioned 
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by Mr Walpole, and infinuated, * That the Subjcft Matter of 
this Day's Debate was of a very nice Nature, and of the great- 
eft Importance, and therefore they ought maturely to confider 
of it, before they came to any Refolution upon it.' Another 
Member having fuggefted, * That it was to be fuppofed, that 
the King of Spain did not feem to grant any farther Privi- 
leges to the Emperor^s Subjedls in the Netherlands, than 
what had been granted to the Englifh, and other moft fa-> 
vpur'd Nations ;' He was anfwer'd by Colonel Bladen, who 
j)ointed to the very Articles of the Treaty of Commerce of 
Vienna, whereby it was exprefly ftipulated, itt the Second 
Article, " That the Ships of War and Merchant Ships belong- 

* ing to the Contrafting Parties, or their Subjefts, fhould he 

* allowed full Liberty to frequent the Harbours, Coaib, and 

* Provinces of each other; naming particularly the Eall-Indies, 

* and without any Exception, as to the Spanifh Weft-Indies, 
^ or any other Reftraint on the Ships of War and Merchant 

* Ships, than not to buy any Thing befides Vifiuals and Ma- 

* terials for repairing their Ships :" which implied a Permiffi- 
on to vend their Merchandizes for ready Money ; fo that it 
was manifeft, that the Subjeds of the A uftrian Low-Countries 
were allowed more extenfive Privileges than ever had been 
granted to any other Nation, contrary to feveral Treaties in 
Force between the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain.' 

Then Mr Shippen raifcd an Objedlion to the Treaty of 
Hanover, viz. * That it would engage the Britifh Nation in 
a War, for the Defence of his Majefty's Dominions in Ger- 
many, contrary to an exprefs Provifion made for the fecuring 
our Religion, Laws and Liberties, in the Adl, For fartbtr 
Limitation and SucceJJion of the Cronvn in the Protejiant 
Line ; which, being the Bads and Foundation of the prefent 
Settlement, was become Part of our Conftitution, and there- 
fore ought to be facred and inviolable. * He was anfwerM by 
Mr Henry Pelham, who urged,' That the true Meaning and 
Intent of that Limitation was not wholly and for ever to 
deprive his Majefty's foreign Dominions of any Afliftance 
from this Nation ; for if fo, his Majefty in that refpeft would 
be in a worfe Condition upon his Acceffion to the Britifh 
Throne than he was before ; but only to reftrain the Sove- 
reign, for the future, from engaging the Nation, at his Plca- 
fure, in a War for the Defence of any Dominions not beloi^- 
ing to the Crown of England, without the Confent of Par- 
liament, to whom the Legiflature wifely left to judge and 
determine, whether fuch a War was juft and neceflary or 
no ? That for his own Part, he was fully of Opinion, That if 
in the prefent Junfture and Circumftances of Affairs, his Ma- 
jefty's foreign Dominions ihould be attacked or infulted, this 
Nation ougVvt to &axi<i \>7 ^lA ^\xy^^\\. bi*^ Majefty' againft 
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all his Enemies wliatToever. And therefore lie moved, ' That Anno it. Geo. i. 

an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, to return his ^, !?J^' ^ 

Majefly the Thanks of this Houfe for his great Goodnefs 

in communicating the Treaties of Peace and Commerce i:on- Mr h. Peiham 

cIudedbetweentheEmperorand the King of Spaing and the SeftirriSiiSj'' 

Defenfive Alliance between his Majefty, the moft Chriftian JJJ*J^^'. ^ 

King, and the Kingof Pruflia. To exprefs our jud Senfe of the abore Tiwiti« 

his Majefty's Concern for the Balance and Peace of Europe, ^^^°°^^*^' 

and the Proteihmt Religion ; and, above all, our unfeigned 

Gratitude for his eameft and ieafonable Care of the particu* 

lar Interefls of his Britiih Siibjedb, by forming and entering 

into the faid Defenfive Alliance with the moil Chriftian King 

and the King of Pruflia, in order to obviate and difappoint the 

dangerous Views iand Confequences of the Treaty of Peace 

betwixt the Emperor and the King of Spain ; and to preierve ' 

the many valuable Rights and Privileges of this Nation, a- 

gainfl the fatal Tendency of the faid Treaty of Commerce, 

calculated for the entire Deftrudlion of the Britiih Trade, in 

Breach of feveral folemn Treaties now in Force. To acknow- 

lege his Majefty's Prudence and Refolution, in not letting any 

Attempts or Infinuations whatfoever divert his Majefty frorai 

confulting and fleadily purfuing the true Intereft of thefe his 

Kingdoms ; and to aflfure his Majefty, that in Juftice to and 

Vindication of the Honour and Dignity of the Britiih Crown, 

this Houfe will effedlually ftand by and fupport his Majefly 

againil all Infults and Attacks, that any Prince or Power, in 

Refentment of the juil Meafures which his Majeily has fo 

wifely taken, ihall make upon any of his Majefty 's Territories 

or Dominions, tho' not belonging to the Crown of Great 

Britain.' 

This Motion was feconded by Mr Doddington 2 but Dr Debate upon that 
Friend and Mr Foley raifed fome Qbjediions to it. They Mr oSidingtoii. 
were anfwer'd by Sir Jofeph Jel^ll, who was reply 'd to by S^^^^^f^"*** 
Sir Thomas Pengelly. After him the Lord Finch ibod up, siJ j.**jekyu. 
and made a ihort Panegyrick on his Majefty's illuftrious Fa- ^'rd fSK*"^' 
mily ; * Which his Lordihip obferv'd had ever been the 
Bulwark of the Reformation ; and took Notice of the great 
Sufferings of the excellent Princefs Elizabeth, Daughter to 
King James I,* Queen of Bohemia, and his Majefty *s Grand- 
Mother, upon Account of the Proteftant Religion. Conclud- 
ing, that his Majefty feem'd to have been led to the Britiih 
Throne by the Hands of Providence, as a Reward for the 
Piety of lus Anceftors.' After this, Mr William Pulteneyfpokc Mrw. Fukeney. 
apinft the Motion and fuggefted, ' That the Imperial 
Court's Backwardnefs in granting the Inveftiture for Bremen 
and Verden, might have been one of the Motives to fome 
late Meafures.' Upon this Sir Robert Walpole flood up and sk a. Wajpoia. 
9flUr'd the Houfe, * That his Majefty might long ago have 
' Z z z had 
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had the fame Inveftiture, if he would have paid tlie «7corbi- 
tant Fees that were demanded for it.' Upon the whole Mat- 
ter, the Queftion being put on Mr Pelham's Motion, it was 
carry'd in the Affirmative by 285 Voices againft 107. and 
a Committee was appointed to draw up an Addrtffs according 
An .Aidrefi voted xo the faid Refolution. The next Day, Mr Pelham re- 
And refctttedto P^^^^<^ ^^^ ^^^ Addrcfs, which was agreed to. 
thelSy Feif, 19. The Houfe prefented the faid Addrcfs to ib 

Majefly as follows. 



The Addrcfs. 



Moll Gracious Sovereign, 
' 'IT 7^ your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal Sabjefts, 

* VV the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af- 

* fembled, beg Leave to return your Majelly our nioft ham- 

* ble Thanks for your great Goodnefs, in comma pleating 

* to us the Treaties of Peace and Commerce concluded be- 

* tween the Emperor and the King of Spain, and the De- 

* fenfive Alliance between your Majelly, the moft Chriflian 
' King, and the King of Pruffia. 

' The Engagements which your Majelly has entrcd into 

* by the faid Defenfive Alliance with the moft Chriflian 

* King and the King of Pruffia, in order to obviate and 

* difappoint the dangerous Views and Confequences of the 

* Treaty of Peace between the Emperor and the King of 

* Spain, and to preferve the many valuable Rights and Pri- 

* vileges of this Nation againft the fatal Tendency of the 

* laid Treaty of Commerce, calculated for the entire De- 

* llruftion of the chief Branches of the Britilh Trade, and in 

* Breach of the feveral folemn Treaties now in Force, call 

* upon us to exprefs our moll unfeigned and grateful Senfc 

* of your Majefty's Concern for the Prefervation of the Ba- 

* lance and Peace of Europe, the Proteftant Religion, and 

* the particular Intereft of your Britiih Subje£ls. 

' And when we refledl upon your Majefty's Prudence and 

* Refolution, in not letting any Attempts or Infinuations 

* whatfoever divert you from confulting and fteadily purfu- 

* ing the Good and Welfare of thefe your Kingdoms ; we 
' think ourfelves .obliged, by the ftrongeft Tics of Duty and 
' AfFe6lion, to affure your Majelly, thatwe will, in Juflice to 
' and Vindication oi the Honour and Dignity of the Bri- 
' tilh Crown, (land by and fupport your Majelly againft all 
' Infnlts and Attacks, that any Prince or Power, in Refent- 
' ment of the jull Meafures which your Majelly has fo wifc- 
' h taken, flialJ make upon any of your Majefty's Territo* 

* rics or Dominions, tho' not belonging to the Crown of 

* Great Britaiu, 

To 
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To this die King return'd the following Anfwcr. Annoi*^.i. 

Gentlemen, 
" TReturn you my Thanks for this particular Mark of r^^^j^.^^^^^ 
** X your Duty, Affeftion and Confidence in me. Your Af- iwerihcreto. 
** furances not to folFer my Foreign Dominions to be «xpofed 
" or infulted, on account of the Meafures I have taken for ^ 

*« the Intereft of thefe Kingdoms, will, I hope, be a Means 
•* to preferve the Peace and Tranquility of Europe. I have 
** no Views of Ambition to gratify ; I have no Thought 
** of aggrandizing myfelf, or extending any Parts of my 
*• Dominions, at the Hazard and Expence of the other i 
*' and as my Honour is the Common Caufe and Concern of 
** my Subjefts, their particular Interefts fhall, upon all Oc- 
** calions, bemyconibnt Care." 

March 2. A Petition of Richard Hampden, * Efq; Mem- petition of 
ber for Wendover, was prefented to the Houfe, and read, ^,^^^^1^^ 
praying. That Leave might be given to bring in a Bill, To J?^t^JjSJ? 
imp9vjer the Lords CommiJJioners of his Majeftfs Treafury to compound with 
to compound fwith the P etiti oner ^ for the Debt due from him to he owd to th© 
the Crotun, Sir Robert Walpole having acquainted the S'^r^M^toSe 
Houfe, that the Petitioner Jiad apply 'd to the King, and that Grand Committee, 
his Majefly had commanded him to acquaint the Houfe, 
that his Majefly gave his Confent, that the Houfe might do 
therein as they thought fit ; the faid Petition was thereupon 
referred to the Consideration of a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, on the 1 1 th Inflant. 

March 4. A Petition of Sir Tho. Lowther, Bart. Member 
for Lancafler, was prefented to the Houfe and read ; fetting 
forth, * That the Site of the diffolv'd Monaftery of Fumeis 
in Lancafhire and Lands thereto belonging were formerly 
the Eflate of the Prefton Family. That in 1674, thisEflate potion of sir 
was enjoyed by Sir Thomas Prefton, a Papift, who, to pre- t. Lowther. for 
vent its defcending to the Petitioner's Grandfather, conveyed JSfiwiJw^«f 
the fame to Truftees for fuperftitious Ufes. That the Peti- ^S^'Ja^^t**^ 
tioner and his Anceftors have been at confiderable Charges, in Crown, 
maintaining their own and in recovering the Crown's Title to 
the faid Eltate : That the Petitioner now enjoys the faid 
Eftate by aLeafe, for 31 Years, of which 22 are yet to 
come 5 and praying. That as this Eflate was the Family 
Eftate, of which they were deprived for the Adherence of the 
Petitioner's Grandfather to the Proteftant Religion j and in 
regard of the great Expence the Petitioner's Family have been 
at in recovering and maintaining the Right of the Crown^ 

That 

♦ Otie of the Tdkrs tf OfelMe^Hery m»J Tre^trer 4 Ote N^vy w the 
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Anno "^ Geo. I. That Lcavc might be given to bring in a Bill to enable his 
^ Majefty to grant the Inheritance of the faid Eftate to the 
Petitioner, upon his paying fuch Confideration as, according 
to the Nature of the Cafe, fhould be'reafonable.' Here- 
upon Sir Robert Walpole having informed the Ifeufe that 
his Majeily gave his Confent to the bringing in fuch a Bill 
A Bill orderM ac- as was defirM by the Petition ; a Bill was ordered to be 
cordingiy. brought in accordingly. 

March 7. A Petition of Sir Orlando Bridgman, Bart. 
A Petition of Sir ^^^^^^ for Blechiugly, was prefented to the Houfe and 
Orlando Bridginan read; praying, * That Leave may be given to bring in a Bill to 
^ihc laint iMr- ^j^y^ j^jjj^ ^^ purchafc the Reverfion in Fee of Bowood- 
Park in Wiltihire, which had been granted for a Term of 
Years to his Grand&ther Sir Orlando Bridgman, Lord 
Chief Jullice of the Common Pleas, by King Charles IL 
on Payment of fuch Confideration for the fame, as (hall be 
f jt by his Majefty's Surveyor-General.' Sir Robert Walpole 
having thereupon acquainted the Houfe, that his Majefty 
^ gave his Confent to the bringing in fuch a Bill, as was dcfir- 
toidinjjy. ' *^' ed by the Petition, the f*iid Bill was ordered to be brought 
in accordingly. Upon Occafion of Sir Orlando Bridgman 
and Sir Thomas Lowther's Petitions, Mr Hungerford repre- 
fented, * That through the Generofity and Bounty of his 
Majefty 's Royal PredeceiTors, the ancient Demefne of the 
Crown had been fo curtaiPd and diminilhed, that little was 
left of it ; that therefore 'twas high Time to think of fomc 
Hereupon Mr Hun- Mcans or Other to rccover, at leaft', fo much of it as reverted 
l?foiutiS»°againft* to the Crown, by the Determination of former Grants ; that 
mo"e''petitSfor *^^^^ ^^^^ known how apt the beft of Princes are to yield to 
purchafine thejic- the Importunitics of Courtiers, even to the Detriment of 
LandX whiJi is'^ their own Families and Succeflbrs ; and therefore he mov'd, 
agreed to. rp|^^^ ^j,^ Houfc would rcccivc no more Petitions for en- 

abling his Majefty to fell the Reverfion of Lands held of the 
Crown. He was feconded by Mr Freeman ; and nobody op- 
pofing that Motion, it pafs'd into a Refolution. 
The Commons in March 1 1 . The Commons went into a Committee of the 
?ee?onfid«Tf'" wholc Houfc, to confidcr of the Petition of Richard Hamp- 
MrHampdcn'8 Jcn, Efq; After the Reading of which Sir William Yonge, 
Debate thereon, who had brought it in, fpoke in his Behalf, but was oppoled 
Sir w Yon ^^ ^^^ Thomas Hanmer, Mr Bromley, Mr Shippen, Mr 
sirT.Hanmer. Hungcrford, and Others J who n\ade juft Refled^ions on the 
mJ shi^T Crime of mifmanaging and imbezzelling publick Money. 
6ii ""fiyfes?"** This Charge was much aggravated by what Sir John Eyler j^ 
Sub-Governor of the South-Sea Company, declar'd, * That it 
appear'd by the balanced Accounts of Mr Hawes, one of 
the late Diredlors, that Mr Hampden was fo far from being 
a Sufferer in the South-Sea Projed, that he was rather qp- 
4r. Onflow, ^ards of 9000 1. Gainer.' Hereupon Mr Arthur Onflow 

iaid 
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laidj 'That out of Regard to his ancient Family^ atid, in par- amo u. ceo. 1; 
ticular, in Confidcration of his Great Grandfether, l^ohn ^ ^g^^- ^ 
Hampden f Efq\'\ who made a mofl noble and courageous 
Stand againft Arbitrary Power in oppofing Ship^Money and 
fell the firft Victim in the glorious Caufe of Liberty, he was 
for having fomething done for his Relations :' To which Mr 
Shippen replied, * That he would not enter upon the Merits j^^ shippen. 
of the Great Grandfather 5 but this he was fure of. That 
his Great Grandfon had wafted more Ship-Money than 
ever himfelf fav^d to the Nation, or King Charles I. intended 
to raife.* Other Members fpoke againft the granting Mr 
Hampden*s Petition, becaufe it would be a dangerous Prece- 
dent ; and 'twas to be fear'd« that feveral others in the like 
Circumftances might expedt the fame Favour. Upon this 
Sir Robert Walpole declared, * That he would never give his sirn, waipoic. 
Vote in Favour of any Body that embezzelled publick Money : 
But took Notice, that they could not come to any Deter- 
mination in this Af&ir, before they had looked into fome 
Papers, particularly the State of Mr Hampden's final Ac- 
count.' Hereupon Mr Speaker refum'd the Chair, and then 
the farther Confederation of Mr Hampden's Petition was put 
off to the 1 6th Inftant. 

March 15. A Petition of Ifabella Hampden, Wife of ^*^ono^»^»J^ 
Richard Hampden, Efq; was prefented to the Houfc and den, tYqj ' "^ 
read ; fetting* forth, ^ That ihe brought in Marriage to her 
faid Hufband upwards of 10,500!. And that the Petitioner 
is neceflarily involv'd in the Misfortune of her faid Husband, 
though having no ways conduced thereunto, &c. therefore 
praying the compaffionate Regard of the Houfe to the Hard- 
fhip of her Cafe, by fecuring to her, 'till (he (hall come to 
the PofTeifion of her Joynture, fuch a Provifion for her Sup- 
port as the Houfe fhall think fit.' This Petition was re- 
ferr'd to the Confideration of the Committee of the whole 
Houfe, to whom Mr Hampden's Petition was referr'd. 

March i6. A Petition of John Hampden, Efq; was pre- Andrffo. Hamp. 
fented to the Houfe, and read ; fetting forth, * That the Pc- 'fe^^*** 
titioner is the only Brother of Richard Hampden, Efqj and 
the fole Male-Heir of that ancient Family ; that in Cafe his 
faid Brother /hall not have any Children, the Fee of the 
Eftatc, being in his faid Brother, may devolve to the Crown, 
unlefs the Houfe fhall otberwife dire£t ; that there is not the 
leaft Provifion made out of the Family- Eftate for the Petitio- 
ner, in Cafe his Brother fhould die without Children, fo that 
the Petitioner may probably be left Heir to that ancient Fa- 
mily, without the leaft Support ; and praying the COnfiderar 
tion of the Houfe, and fuch Relief as the Houfe fhall think 
fit.' This Petition was likewife referr'd to the Cbnfideration 
of the Grand Committee, into which the Houfe rcfolv'd it- 

felf. 
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felf, and took into Consideration the Petitions of Richard 
Hampden, Efqj his Wife, and his Brother. After a De- 
bate, in which many fevcre Refiedlions were made upoa the 
firft, the farther Confideration of that Affair was again put 
y off to the 23d Itiftant. 

March 19. The Commons order'd the Auditor of the Im- 
preft to lay before the Houfe the State of the final Account 
of Richard Hampden, Efqj when Treafurer of the Navy j 
which Mr Harley * laid before the Houfe accordingly on the 
2ift of March. 
Farther Debate March 23. The Commons went into a Committee of the 

jn Mr Hampden's wholc Houfe, to confider farther of the Petitions of Richani 
^^^' Hfimpden, Efq; his Wife, and his Brother, which occa£on'd 

a very high Debate. After the reading of feveral Papers, 
8ir w. Yoogc. Sir William Yonge took Notice, * That Mr Hampden's De- 
ficiency had, in fome Meafure, been occafion*d by a general 
Calamity ; that he had already done all that lay in his Power 
, to make it up j that however, fince neither his Wife nor his 
Brother, had any ways been acceffary to his Misfortunes, it 
were unreafonable and unjuft to involve them in his Offence 
and its Punifhment ; that his real and Patrimonial Eftate 
amounted to about 2,200 1. per Annum^ one full half of 
which was fettled for a Joynture to his Wife, who brought 
him near 1 1 ,000 1. in Marriage, befides an Annuity of 200 1. 
per Annum y during her Life, for her feperate Ufe, all which 
Settlements ought to be fecur'd to her ; that either Mr 
Richard Hampden, or his Brother may have Ififue Male ; and 
in Confideration of the fignal Services, at divers Times, 
' performed by their iiluftrious Anceftors, fome Provifion ihould 
be made for their Pofierity out of the Family Eftate : And 
therefore he mov'd. That a Bill be brought in. For <vefiing 
the real and Perjbnal Eftates of Richard Hampden^ Efqi in 
Trujiees for making fome Provifion for his Wife and Famifyf 
and for the better fecuring the Debt due from him to th€ 
sirjoimHobfttt. Crvwn. This Motion was feconded by Sir John Hobart f , 
Mrwm^-Pftcr and back'c^ by Mr William-Peer Williams j but Mr Clayton 
Mr Clayton. rcprefeuted, * That, if this Aflair went through the ,ufnal tedi- 
ous Courfe of Extents in the Exchequer, great Part of Mr 
Hampden's Eftate would be confum'd in Layr Expences, fb 
that the Crown would never get 200 1. a Year oat of it : 
And therefore he propofed that the faid Eftate fhould be 
divided into two equal Parts, one of which fhould be allotted 
as a Provifion for his Wife and Family ; and the other Half 
immediately fold off, towards fatisfying the Debt due from 
him to the Crown.' Many Members fhew'd their Appro- 

batioa 
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kition of thk Propofal : But the Majority were for Sir Wil- Annn j£. Q^^t^ 
Jiam Yonge's Motion ; and tJue Speaker having refom'd the ^ ^^ 
Chair, a Bill was ordered to be brought in accordingly i ABmordrfdio 
which afterwards pafs'd into a Law, Sv^"of ^iS " 

March 24. Mr Methucn acquainted the Conmioiw, That Hampdcu. 
he had a Mcflage irom his Majcfty to the Hoafe, iign'd by 
his Majefty^ and he delivered the fame to Mr Speaker^ whia 
read it, as fbUows : 

G E O R G B R. 

" Tjr I S Majcily having nothing more at Heart, than m The kHui's mu 

** JTL eameft Defire to fectire to his own Subjeds the full ^^l°i^,"b^?tf | 

** and free Enjoymcnc of their Trade and Navigation, and Ba^zn, 6c^^ 

'* in the beft Manner^ to prevent and fruftrate fuch Defigna 

** as have been form'd againil the particular Interefl of this 

'* Nation, and the general fcace of Europe, has found it 

*' neceffajy, not only to augment his Maritime Force, but to 

** concert fuch other Meafures, as ma.y moll effc£lually con- 

" duce to thefe defirable Ends ; and as thefe Services will re- 

** tjuire fome extraordinary Expence^ his Majeily hopes he 

" fliall be enabled, by the AlTiilance of Parliament, to in- 

*' creafe the Number of Seamen already voted and granted 

** for the Ser\4ce of this Year, and to enter into, and make 

'• good, fuch Engagements as the Circumilanecs and Exigency 

** of Afeiis may requirci'* 

After the reading of this MeiTage, Mr Shippee took No- Debate t\ttem 
tice, * That this MeJIage had all the Air of another fent to ^ shippeiu 
them about the Beginning of April, 1717, [5*^^ p. 115*] 
importing in Subftancc, " That his Majeily being defirous^ 

* not only to fecure his Kingdom againil the prefent Danger 

* from Sweden^ but Ukewife to prevent the like Apprehen- 
' fions for the future, had thought it neceflary early to con- 

* cere Meafures with other Princes and States ; and as this 
' might require fome Expence, his Majefty hopM, that the 
' Comnionsj by their Afiillance at this Jandure, would en- 

* able him to make good fuch Engagements as might eafe his 

* People of all future Charge and Apprehenfions upon that 

* Account/' * That he remembered, fo uuexpeaed and fo 
unprecedented a Mefiage was received with great Surprise, 
and occasioned very high and long Debates in that Houfe ; 
that he himfelf reprefented and urg'd the Unparliamentarinefs 
of afkibg and granting Supplies, without an Ellimaic of the 
Expencc i and had the Honour to be then fupported by i 
great many worthy Gentlemen, and by fome in particular, 
who feemM now to be of another Opinion. That after much 
Oppoiltion^ it was at lall carried ^ by a Majority of four 
Voices only, (Sef p. 120] to grant hi* Majdiy a Supply, 

Vat* L A a t \f^V^ 
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Anno » ^Gco. I. which was aftciwards fix'd at 250^,000!. Bat that they coulJ 
I — . - - J never know how that Money had been laid out ; and there- 
fore he movM, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his 
Mrshippcnmom Majefty, That he would be gracioufly pleafed to direft the 
£c*z G^^***^ proper Officers to lay^ before the Houfe an Account of the 
|rantcdagain*ft Difpofition of the 250,000 1. granted to his Majejfly^ on the 
5w<^n, Jnn, ^ ^^ ^^ ^^^.jj^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^j^ j^j^ Majefty to concert fuch 

Meafures with Foreign Princes and States, as might prevent 
any Charge or Apprehenlions from the Defigns of Sweden.* 

MrSneU* This Motion was feconded by Mr Snell j but the previous 

Queftion being put, that the Queftion be now put upon the 
iaid Motion, it was carried in the Negative. 

^JL^rT^A March 25. The Commons proceeded to take into Confi- 

moves for an Ao- . ,.*'■«»•«* « • -^ir/** *«i »^ 

dreistothe King deration his Majeily s molt gracious Meiiage of the Day be- 
wiSfl vSte^5 fore, which being read again by Mr Speaker, Sir William 
Credit, Yongc open'd the Debate, and having Ihew'd the Neceffity 

of an extraordinary Supply, mov'd, * That an humUe Ad- 
drefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he will be pleaied to 
make fuch an Addition to the Number of Seamen already 
voted, and to concert fuch other Meafures, as his Majefty 
Ihall in his great Wifdom think will beft conduce to the Se- 
curity of the Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, and 
to the Prefervation of the Peace of Europe ; and to afliire 
his Majefty, that this Houfe will efFeftually provide for, and 
make good, all fuch Expences and Engagements as fhall be 
i)ebate thereon, made for obtaining thefe great and defirable Ends.' This 
Mrii.Feiham. Motion was fecoudcd -by Mr Henry Pelham, but was 
Sir Wilfrid Uwfon. oppos'd by Sir Wilfrid Lawfon, Mr Shippen, Mr Snell, Mr 
Mf ISP' William Pulteney, Sir William Wyndham, Sir Jofeph Jekyll, 
Mr w. Paitency. Mr Hungerford, Mr Daniel Pulteney, Mr Freeman, Mr 
lilf Mep!?jckyul* Saudys, Mr Lutwyche, and Sir John Ruftiout. Sir William 
mIdSSS^'. Yonge's Motion being on the other Hand fupported by Sir 
Mr|nDpman. Robert Walpole, Mr Edward Thompfon, Mr On£kyw, Lord 
MrLatn^che. Finch, Sir William Strickland, Mr Doddington, and Mr 
to^!a^r Thomas Lewis, Member for Southampton; the Queftion 
Mr E. Thompfon. was put upou Sir William Yonge's Motion, which was car- 
J^rfpf^'. ried in the Affirmative, by 270 Votes againft 89, and then 
SfcS^^^^' i' was refolv'd. That the faid Refolution, by way of Ad- 
Mr Tho. Lewis, dreis, be prefented to his Majefty by the whole Houfe; 
vouch is asrecd which being done accordingly the next Day, his Majefijr 
was pleafed to return the following Anfwer : 



to. 



Gentlemen, 

Kin^s Anfwer of <« TT Rctum you my Thanks for this loyal and afffe6lionate 

^'^*^?& " JL Addrefs ; and you may be aflurM, I fhall mdce n6 

$f Credit, <c other Ufe of the Confidence you repofe in me, bat for 

** preforving the general Tranquility, and in Support of the 

ii Txf^c, HoAOUTi and Intcr^ft of my P^ople.'j! 



utElefiKMis* 
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%f. Upon a Motion made by Sir John Ruihout, and 
lecondcd by Sir Thomas Coke * and Mr Arthur Onflow, a 
BiJI was order 'd to be brought in. Tor the more effeiiuai pri- a BiU mdtfd to 
n;inimg Bribery and Corrupdm in fht Ehakn &f Members /a ^^^"f^'jg;^'' 
fer^e in P^rii^meAi. r '"-'^— 

Jprii 29. The fa id Bill was read the firft Time, and or- 
dered to be read a fccond Time the next Day ; when it was 
committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe, 

May 7* Sir John Ruihout reported the Amendments 
made in the Committee of the whole Hoafe to the Bribery- 
Bill, which was ordered to be engrofs^d. 

May 9. The faid Bill was read the third Time, pafs'd^ 
and fent up to the Lords, where it was loft. 

May 24, The King came to the Houfe of Peers, with the 
ttfual State, and the Commons being fent for up and attend- 
ing, his Majefty gave the Royal Aflent to feveral publick 
and private Bilh. 

After which, the Lord Chancellor read his Majefty Speech 
to bath Houfes ; 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
** T Cannot in Juilice to you put an End to this Seflfon, ''^?'^i;^'{^f^ 
*' X without returning you my hearty Thanks for the many ofthcF^th 
" Inftances you have given me of your Duty and AtFe^ion 
'* to my Perfon and Government, and of your Zeal to maia- 
** tain the Honour and true Intereft of this Kingdom. 

** The Spirit and Refolution you have fhewTi on this im* 
*' portant Occafion, when our mofl valuable Rights and Prl- 
** vjleges have been Jlruck at, are highly becoming the 
** Weight and Authority of a Britifti Parliament ; and the 
*' Steps that have been taken Abroad, in Support of the 
*' M^ures entered into againft this Nation, mui^ convince 
** evtty Body of your Wifdom and Prudence in endeavour- 
'' ing to put an early Stop to the farther Progrefs of them- 
*' I hope the Precautions you have enabled me to take, will 
** be fulBcient, in Conjundion with my Allies, to defeat the 
** Dcfigns which have been formM againll us ; and that the 
" Promoters of them, when they have fully weighed their 
*' own Circumilances, and better confider'd thofe of the fe- 
** veral Powers united in Defence of the TranquiJity and 
" Liberties of Europe, will find it their own Intereft to prc^ 
'* ferve the Peace, and think it mofl fafe and prudent to de* 
** M from their dangerous Schemes. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons. 

** I return you my particular Thanks for the Supplies 
^* which yon have fo chearfully and eSeclually raised i and 
A a a 2 " yoii 
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iinr».it^GtoA. <« yoo may be affared, that they fhall be faithfully apply*d 
'^ ' ' " to tlic Ufes for which you intended thenu 
My Lords and Gentlemen^ 
^* The conftant Employment of my Thoughts, and the 
♦* moft eameft Wifhes of my Heart, tend wholly to the f&- 
** curing to my Subje^b their juft Rights and Advantages, 
*^ fuid to the preferving to them and to all Europe the 
** Enjoyment of a fafe and honourable Peace : And I muft 
*^ not conclude without giving you the ftrongefl AiTurances, 
'^ that the particular Confidence you have placed in me, fhall 
^* be made Ufe of in fuch Manner only, as may moilc^edu-* 
** ally conduce to the attaining thofe good and great Purpofes/* 

Tiiejft|riiament Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefly^s Command, 
"* prorogued the Parliament to the Twenty firft of July ; they 

ly^re afterwards, by feveral Prorogations^ prorogued to the 
1 7th of January. 



SfEECHES and DEBATER 

In the Fifth Session of the 

Second Tarliament of King G e o r g e X 

^Be I J. Geo. 1. ^^^ N the 1 7th of January the King came to the Houfe 
iv^xj, ' f 1 of Peers with the ufuaj Solemnity ; the Commons 
V*.--/ being come thither, the Lord Chancellor read his 
Majeily*8 Speech to both Houfes, as follpws : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
The gang's Speech *' T Acquainted you laft Year with the Treaties of Peace 
J^uffi^ffiSn " A *^^ Commerce concluded between the Emperor and 
** the l^ing of Spain. As that fudden and unaccountable 
" Cpnjunfbpn gave, at the firft Appearance, juft Grounds of 
** Jealoufy and Appyehenfion to the neighbouring Powers 
'* of Europe, the fubfcquent l^roceedings and TranfadU- 
** ons in thofe twp Courts, and the Secret and Qfien- 
'^ {lYQ Alliances concluded between them about the fame 
** time, have laid the Foundations of a moft exorbitant and 
<• formidable Power, and are fo diredly levelled againft the 
** moft valuable and darling Interefts and Privileges of this 
** Nation, that we muft determine either tamely to.fubmit 
f* to the peremptory and unjuft Demands of the King of 
** Spain, in giving up Gibraltar, and patiently to acquiefce 
?' in the Emperor's ufurped and extended Exercife of Trade 
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** and Commerce, Or muft refolve to be In a Condition to do 
•* our fclves Juilice, and to defend our undoubted Rights a- 
^^ gainft tbefe reciprocal Engagements entered into, in Defiance 
*' and Violation of all National Faith, and the moft folcmn 
*' Treaties. 

** I have likewiTe received Information from different 
" Farts, on which I can entireljf depend, that the placing 
•* the Pretender upon the Throne of this Kingdom is one of 
** the Articles of the fecret Engagements ; and if Time 
** fhall evince, that the giving up the Trade of this Nation 
** to one Power J and Gibraltar and Port*Mahon to another^ 
*' is made the Price and Reward of impofing upon this King- 
** dom a Popilh Pretender, what an Indignation muft tJus 
** raife in the Breaft of every Froteftant Briton ! 

** Nor were thefe fatal Combinations confined to thofe 
" Parts of the World alone, but they extended themfelves 
*' into Ruilia I and had not the Defigns of that Court againft 
•* fome of their Neighbours been prevented hy the feafonable 
" Arrival of our Fleet in thofe Sea^, a Way had beenopen'd 
** for invading thefe Kingdoms, and giving a powerful Aflif- 
*'* tance to any Attempt to be made from other Quarters. 

•* Such Circumfiances would not fuffer Me and my Allies, 
" among whom there has been and is themoHperfeftFfarmony, 
•' Union, and Concertj to be idle Spefemra, and regardlcfs 
*' of our own Safety and the Common Caufe of Europe ; for 
*• which purpofe his moll Chriflian Majelly has been at a great 
** Expence, this laft Year, in augmenting his Forces ; and 
*' the States General, fenfible of the imminent Danger, have 
•* not only acceded to the Defenfive Alliance concluded at 
" Hanover, but have come to ftrong and feafonable Refoln- 
** tions for an extraordinary Augmentacion of their Forces 
•• both by Sea and Land. The Accefiion of the Crown of 
** Sweden is in fuch a Forwardnefs, and the Negotiations 
" with the Crown of Denmark are ib fer advanced ^ that we 
" may reafonably depend upon the Succefs and good Efftffe 
** of them. 

" This ftiort View of the prefent Pofture of Aflfairs will, I 
ain confident, not only fee u re to Me the Support and 
Afliflance of my Parliament, in carrying on this great and ne- 
cefiary Work, in Con junction with my Allies ; but juilify 
*• the Meafures hitherto taken, and the Expences already 
" made- 

•* The Conf-dence yon repofed in me In ft Year has been 
made nfe of for the Benefit of the Pubhck ; and as the 
chief Ardde of Exceeding has, by my et|uipping and 
fending to Sea three confiderable Squadrons, fallen upon 
the Head of the Navy, I am perfuaded the NecejBty of 
the Servii^s, and the Security, Advantage^ and Giory 

*' 0at 
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Anno l^^ Geo. I. « that hsts accrued to this Nation from thofe Squadrons, will 
*^ *^* - ** fufficiently ipeak for thcmfelves, as long as both Friends 
** and Foes, with Joy, or Concern, confefs they have fecu 
** and felt the EiFeds of the Naval Power of Great-Britain. 

** It is not to be wonder'd at, that the Princes engaged 
♦* in thefe Enterprizes are very much diHurbed to fee tkir 
" Proje6b rendered abortive: The King df Spain, impatient 
' ♦* of the Difappointments he has met with, can no longer dif- 
** guife that Enmity to Us, which for fome time he has only 
^* waited foy a favourable Opportunity to declare. He has 
*^ now ordered his Minifter reiiding here, to depart inmiediate< 
*^ ly from this Country, leaving a Memorial, that is little 
'- ihort o£a Declaration of War, ^herein he ag^ demands 
^^ and infifb upon the Reftitution of Gibraltar. He does not 
*^ himfelf deny the Offenfive Alliance, nor his Engagements 
*' to fupport the OHend Company : He makes my recalling 
^' thofe Squadrons, which his Conduct had put Me under 
** a Neceflity offending to the Weft-Indies and the Coaft of 
♦* Spain, the Condition of any ferther Correfpondence between 
*^ the two Crowns ; and fuppofing the Continuance of my 
'^ Fleets abroad to be ad^ual Hoftilities, threatens to repd 
** them with Force, to the utmoft of his Power. 

*' But not content with thefe Menaces, Infults, and Infrac- 
'* tions of Treaties, his Catholick Majefty is now making 
•* Preparations to attack and befiege Gibraltar ; and in order 
** to carry on that Service, or to cover another Deiign, has 
♦* affembled a great Body of Troops in that Neighbourhood 2 
" But the prefent State and Condition of that Garrifon, 
** with the Reinforcements I have ordered thither, give Me 
** little Caufe to apprehend, or my Enemies to hope for Suc- 
*' cefs in that Undertaking. The certain and undoubted Intel- 
** ligence I have, that it is now refolved to attempt an In^ 
*' vafion upon thefe Kingdoms in Favour of the Pretender, by 
*« an Embarkation from the Coafts of Spain^ gives Mc Reaibn 
** to believe, that tho' the Siege of Gibraltar may probably 
** be undertaken, the publick, avowed, and immenfe Pre- 
** parations made for that Purpofc, are chiefly calculated to 
** amufe the World, and to difguife the intended Invasion, 
*' which, I am furely informed, has been for fome Time agreed 
^* to be the firft Step and Beginning of the long pfemedicated 
*' Rupture, 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
** Thefe Confiderations muft awaken in you all fuch a Senfe 
*' of our common and immediate Danger, as will, I doubt 
** not, infpire you with a Zeal and Chearfulnefs in railing the 
** Supplies necefTary for the Defence of your Country, and for 
*' making good our Engagements with our Allies. 
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** I receive too much Satisfaction from th^ Happinefs of ^''^^^'^f^- *• ] 
my People, in cheir full Enjoyment and future Profpe£t of 
Peace, Eafe» and Profperityj not to be fenfibly affeded 
with tliefe new Convulfious, and the unavoidable Neceffity 
I am under, of afking larger Supplies of my People, and 
of defiring to be enabled to make fuch an Augmentation of 
my Forces J by Sea and Land, as the prefent Exigency of 
AffkJrs requires. 

** I will order the proper Efti mates to be laid before yoUj 
and fudi Treaties as I have made with Foreign Prmces for 
the Hire of Foreign Troops ; and as the Expence I was kll 
Year in a particular Manner intruiled to make, has a- 
mounted to no confiderable Sum^ and the publick Utility 
may again re<juire the like Services to be performed, I 
liope yon will again rcpofe the fame Truft and Confidence 
in Me» 

" It is with great Pleafure that I fee the Time fo near np- 
proacKing, when fuch a confiderable Add i don will be made 
to the Sinking Fund ; Let aJJ chat wifti well to the Peace 
and Quiet of my Government, have the Satisfaftion to fee 
that our prefent Neceflides ihall make no Interruption in 
the Progrefs of that defirable Work of gradually difcharging 
the National Debt ; 1 hope therefore you will make a Pro- 
vifion for the immediate Application of the Produce of the 
Sinking Fund to the Ufes, for which It was fo wifely con- 
trived, and to which it Hands now appropriatpd, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" I have had no Thoughts of making any Acquiiltions to 
any Parts of my Dominions ; my whole Care and Concern 
has been to preferve and maintain the undoubted Rights 
and Privilegesof my People ; and therefore all my Meafures 
have been Preventive and Defe niive : But fuch Endea- 
vours being now renderM »mpra£ticable^ vigorous Refolu- 
tions, and a fpeedy Execution of them, can alone put an 
efFeilual End to the Bangers that furround us. However 
haxardom and defperate the Enterprises formed againlt us 
may appear to be, your being affured that they are re- 
folv*d upon, will, I am perfuaded, be fufHcient to prevail 
upon you, to put yourfelvcs in a Conclition to refill: and 
defeat them, 

" If prcferving a due Balance of Power in Europe, if 
defending the PolTeffions of the Crown of Great- Britain, 
of infinite Advantage and Security to our Trade and Com- 
merce, if fupporting that Trade and Commerce againft 
dangerous and unlawfU Encroachments, and if the prefent 
Eilabliihment, the Religion, Liberties, and Properties of 
a Protellant People, are any longer Conftderations worthy 
of the Care and Attoiign of a Brltiih Parliament, I nted 

*' fay 
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^nj «i^9«o- J- " that has accrued to this Nation from thofe Squadrons, will 
• ** fufficiently ipeak for thcmfelves, as long as both Friends 
*' and Foes, with Joy, or Concern, confefs they have feea 
** and felt the Effeds of the Naval Power of Great-Britain. 

** It is not to be wonder'd at, that the Princes engaged 
*' in thefe Enterprizes are very much difturbed to fee their 
** Proje6b rend^r'd abortive : The King of Spain, impatient 
' ♦* of the Difappointments he has met with, can no longer dif- 
** guife that Enmity to Us, which for fome time he has only 
^* waited foy a favourable Opportunity to declare. He has 
** now ordered his Minifter reiiding here, to depart inunediate- 
** ly from this Country, leaving a Memorial, that is little 
*^ ihort o£a Declaration of War, ^herein he again demands 
<' and infifb upon the Reftitution of Gibraltar. He does aot 
^^ himfelf deny the Offenfive Alliance, nor his Engagements 
*' to fupport the OHend Company : He makes my recaUing 
*^ thofe Squadrons, which his Conduct had put Me ander 
** a Neceflity of fending to the Weft-Indies and the Coaft of 
♦* Spain, the Condition of any farther Correfpondence between 
*^ the two Crowns ; and fuppoiing the Continuance <of my 
'^ Fleets abroad to be ad^ual Hoililities, threatens to repd 
** them with Force, to the utmoft of his Power. 

" But not content with thefe Menaces, Infults, and Infrac- 
** tions of Treaties, his Catholick Majefty is now making 
'^ Preparations to attack and beiiege Gibraltar ; and in order 
** to carry on that Service, or to cover another Defign, has 
♦' affembled a great Body of Troops in that Neighbourhood 2 
** But the prefent State and Condition of that Garrifon,^ 
** with the Reinforcements I have ordered thither, give Me 
** little Caufe to apprehend, or my Enemies to hope for Sue- 
*' cefs in that Undertaking. The certain and undoubted Intel-* 
** ligence I have, that it is now refolved to attempt an In^ 
*' vaiion upon thefe Kingdoms in Favour of the Pretender, by 
** an Embarkation from the Coafts of Spain^ gives Me Reafon 
** to believe, that tho' the Siege of Gibraltar may .probably 
** be undertaken, the publick, avowed, and immenfe Pre- 
'* parations made for that Purpofc, are chiefly calculated to 
** amufe the World, and to difguife the intended Invafion, 
** which, I am furely informed, has been for fome Time agreed 
*' to be the firft Step and Beginning of the long pfemedicated 
*' Rupture, 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 
** Thefe Confiderations muft awaken in you all fuch a Senfe 
*^ of our common and immediate Danger, as will, I doubt 
*' not, infpire you with a Zeal and Chearfulnefs in raifing the 
** Supplies necefTary for the Defence of your Country, and for 
^' making good our Engagements with our Allies. 
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" I receive too much Satisfkdlion from thfe Happincfs of ^^^\^^^ 
** my IVople, in their full Enjoyment and future Profpedk of i_jii— i^' 
•* Peace, Eafe, and Profperity, not to be fcnfibly afffeaed 
** with thefe new Convulfions, and the unavoidable Neceffity 
" t am under, of alking larger Supplies of my People, and 
'* of defiring to be enabled to make fuch an Augmentation of 
" my Forces, by Sea and Land, as the prefent Exigency of 
•* AfFiairs requires. 

** I will order the proper Eftimates to be laid before you^ . 
** and foch Treaties as I have made with Foreign Princes for 
*' the Hire of Foreign Troops ; and as the Expence I was laft 
*' Year in a particular Manner intruded to make, has a- 
*^ mounted to no confiderable Sum, and the publick Utility 
*• may again require the like Services to be performed, I 
'* hope you will again repofe the fame Truft and Confidence 
« in Me. 

" It is with great Pleafure that I fee the Time fo near ap- 
'* proaching, when fuch a coniiderable Addition will be made 
*' to the Sinking Fund ; Let all that wi(h well to the Peace 
*' and Quiet of my Government, have the Satisfadion to fee 
*' that our prefent Neceffities fhall make no Interruption in 
** the Progrefs of that defirable Work of gradually difcharging 
** the National Debt : I hope therefore you will make a Pro- 
** vifion for the immediate Application of the Produce of the 
** Sinking Fund to the Ufes, for which ft was fo wifely con- 
** trived, and to which it (lands now appropriatjcd. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** I have had no Thoughts of making any Acquifitions to 
'* any Parts of my Dominions ; my whole Care and Concern 
•* has been to preferve and maintain the undoubted Rights 
•* and Privileges of my People ; and therefore all my Meafures 
** have been Preventive and Defeniive : But fuch Endea- 
** vours being now rendef'd impracticable, vigorous Refolu- 
*' tions, and a ijpeedy Execution of them, can alone put an 
** efiedual End to the Dangers that furround us. However 
** hazardous and defperate the Enterprizes formed againft us 
** may appear to be, your being affured that they are re- 
** folv'd upon, will, I am perfuaded, be fuffident to prevail 
** upon you, to put yourfelves in a Condition to refill and 
" defeat them. 

" If preferving a due Balance of Power in Europe, if 
** defending the Poffeffions of the Crown of Great-Britain, 
** of infinite Advantage and Security to our Trade and Com- 
** merce, if fupporting that Trade and Conunerce againft 
•* dangerous and unlawful Encroachments, and if the prefent 
** Eftabliihment, the Religion, Liberties, and Properties of 
** a Proteftant People, are any longer Confiderations worthy 
^* of the Care and Attencio^ of a Britifh Parliament^ I need 

•' fay 
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•' fay ho more to incite my loyal and faithful Houfes ofPar- 
" liament to exert themfelves in the Defence of all that it 
** dear and valuable to them.'* 



Mr Onflow racnres The Commons being retum'd to their Houie, and Mr 
rtaSiuf^'^^^ Speaker having reportwi his Majefty's Speech, Mr Onflow 
mov'd) * That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Maje^ 
Sy, to return him the Thanks of this Hou^ for his molt 
gracious Speech from the Throne ; To acknowledge his Ma- 
jefly's Goodnefs, in acquainting his Parliament with the fb- 
veral Proceedings and Alliances entred into between the Em* 
peror and the fing of Spain> giving fuch juil Caufe of Jea- 
loufy to the neighbouring Princes and States, fo formidiable 
and deftrudUve of the true Balance of Power in Europe, and 
flriking at the Foundation of the moft valuable Privileges 
and Intereils of the Subjedls of his Majefty, and thofe of 
his Allies ; To declare the Refentment of the Commons of 
Great-Britain, at the unjuft Demand of the King of Spain 
for the Reftitution of Gibraltar, and the unwarrantable Ufur- 
pation of the £mperor> in eredUng and carrying on the 
Oftend Trade, and their mutual Obligations to fupport each 
other in thefe unjuHifiable Attempts and Undertakings : But 
above all, to exprefs our higheft Indignation at the Refolu- 
dons and Engagements entroi into, for attempting to place 
the Pretender on the Throne of thefe Kingdoms ; To return 
his Majefty the Thanks of this Houfe, for his great Care ift 
fh-engthening his Alliances, and for employing his Royal 
Fleet fo ufefully for the Security, Advantage, and Glory of 
this Nation. And, as this Houfe cannot but look upon the 
Meafures and Refolutions, taken in Oppoiition to and in 
Defiance of moft folenm Treaties, as tending to an immediate 
Rupture, humbly to deflre his Majefly, that he will forth- 
with give the necefTary Orders for putting this Kingdom in a 
Pofture of Defence ; and to alTure his Majefty, that this 
Houfe will not only chearfully and effeftually raife the Sup- 
plies neceflary for the prefent Exigency of Afikirs, but wiU 
fbnd by and fupport his Majefly in making good his Engage- 
ments with his Allies ; in preferving the Balance of Power 
in Europe ; in defending the PofTeilions of the Crown of 
Great-Britain ; in fupporting the Trade of this Nation 
againfl all unjuflifiable Encroachments ; and in defeating and 
confounding all Attempts that ihall be noade in Favour of the 
Pretender, and to the Deftrudion of our Religion, Liberties, 
and Properties ; and that this Houfe will apply the Produce 
of the Sinking Fund to its proper Ufes 1 and repofe fuch a 
Truft and Confidence in his Majefty, as the publick Utility 
(hall require, and his Majefty fhall find reafonable and nec^ 
^t for carrying on the great Work in which his Majefty if 

CDgased 



I 317 ) 
engaged, for the Intereft and Security Of his People, and Annotj. o 
thfB common Caufe of Europe.' ^ 17^27 

This Motion was feconded by the Hon. Mr John Finch *, Debate then 
Member for Higham-Ferrers ; but was llrenuoufly oppofed by Hon. Mr j. i 
Mr Shippen, Sir William Wyndham, Mr Hungerford, ^^ j^^ shippcn. 
William Pulteney, and Sir Thomas Hanmer ; who were an- ?J'^* v^? 
fwer'd by Mr Doddington, Mr Horatio Walpole, and Sir Mr w!*K5t 
Robert Walpole. Mr Shippen ui^'d, * That the Matter of ^'^^^' 
Peace and War is of the greateft Weight that can fall under mJ h. warp 
the Confideration of that AlTembly j That as his Majefty's ^^i,^^^^ 
Speech contained many Points of the higheft Moment and 
Importance, {o no doubt his Majefty, ir^ his great Wifdom 
and Goodnefs towards his People, expelled, on this Occafion^ 
not only the Support, but likewife the Advice of that Houie : 
That, in order thereto, they ought maturely to deliberate on 
thofe feveral Heads, which could not be done before feveral 
Papers were commurucated to them, that feem'd abfolutely 
neceflary to ftate fome Fafts relating to thofe weighty Mat- 
ters ; That the Motion, as it was drawn up, imply 'd an Ap* 
probation of Meafures taken to prevent Dangers ; which 
feem'd prepofterous before they knew either what thofe Mea- 
fures were, or whether thofe Dangers were real ; That there- 
fore they ought, for the prefent, to content themfelves with 
returning his Majelly the moft humble Thanks of the Houfe 
for his moft gracious Speech, with Aflurances of fupporting 
his Majefty in all juft and neceflary Meafures ; and appoint 
a Day for taking the faid Speech into Confideration.* 

Sir William Wyndham took Notice of the Unfteadinefs sirw.Wym 
of our Counfels, and obferv'd, * That of late Years our 
Meafures had been in a perpetual Fluduation ; that Penelope- 
like, wc were continually weaving and unravelling the fame 
Web ; one time raifmg up the Emperor to deprefs France, 
and now we were for depreffing the Emperor, which could 
not be done without aggrandizing France^ which, in the 
End, may make the latter too powerful : So that at this rate, 
under Pretence of holding the Balance of Europe, we (hould 
be engaged in continual Wars.' ^ 

■ Mr Hungerford faid, * That the Dangers with which MrHungerft 
we were threaten'd, were not, in his Opinion, fo great, as 
they were by fome People reprefented to be : That the Cza- 
rina's and the King of Spain's Defign of invading us with 
five or fix Men of War feem'd altogether romantick, fince 
fuch a Projedt, may, at any time, be defeated by our ordi- 
nary Guard- Ships, much more when we had fuch ftrong 
Fleets at Sea : That therefore the Fears of the Pretender 
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Anno 11. Geo. I. Were grottndlcfs and chimerical, and he could not tell how 
they could bring him over, unlefs they borrowed Captain 
Gulliver's floating liland. As to the OiUnd Company, he 
owned it to be a National Concern, and a very jull Motive 
to a War with the Emperor ; but that it had been an eafy 
Matter to nip that Projeft in the Bud : For, if he was right- 
ly informed, ten thoufand Pounds would have prevail'd with 
the Marquefs de Prie to drop it, whereas now, when that 
Company has had time to get Footing both in Europe and in 
India, it may prove a difficult Matter to fupprefs it. That 
as to Gibraltar, the Demand of which was alledgM as a 
Proof of an ofFcnfive Alliance between the Emperor and 
Spain, he had in his Pocket the Purport of the Secret Arti- 
cle relating to that Affair, which was only. That in cafe the 
King of Spain could produce a politive Promife from Great- 
Britain to reilore Gibraltar, his Imperial Majefty would en- 
gage to become a Mediator and Guarantee for the Perfor- 
mance of fuch a Promife. That, upon the whole Matter, 
he hoped Things were not yet brought to fo defperate an ' 
IfTue, but that fome Means of Accommodation might be 
found out, without running into an expenfive War, and aug- 
menting our Forces, which, he was afraid, would prove an 
Aggravation of Misfortunes.' 

sirTho.Hanmer. Sir Thomas Hanmer declared, * That if the Dangers they 
were threatened with, were fo real, and fo imminent as fome 
^ People pretended, he would be one of the foremofl in the 

moft fpeedy and mod vigorous Refolutions. But that he 
thought thofe Dangers yet extream diflant, to fay no more*^ 
That, indeed, fome Foreign Princes may make a political 
Ufe of the Pretender, as a State Bug-bear to frighten and 
alarm us, and thereby endeavour to make us fubfervient to 
, their ambitious Defigns ; but that, in his Opinion, his In- 
tereil was never fo low, nor his Party fo inconiiderable and 
fo defpicable, as at prefent, and, therefore in this Day's De- 
bate he ought to be left intirely out of the Queftion. That 
he was appreheniive the Acquiiition of fome Dominions 
Abroad had fown the Seeds, and were the true Caufes of 
the Diviiions and DiibadUons, which now threaten the gene^ 
ral Tranquility of Europe, by drawing us into unaccountable 
Compliances for the Emperor, on the one Hand, and into 4 
Promife, at leaft a Conditional one, for the Reflitution of 
Gibraltar on the other Hand : Both which had brought us 
at laft into the prefent Difficulties. 

Mr DoddiagtoD. In Anfwer to thefe Objeftions, Mr Doddington took 
Notice, * That the Eyes of all Chriflendom were, at this 
critical Jiindure, fix'd upon the Britifh Parliament, whofe 
Refolutions had ever a great and juft Weight and Influence 
in all the Afikirs of Europe ; And the ^afon of the Year 

being 
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of Treaties J accompanied with a Scheme of Greatnefs that 
lays the Foundation of a moil exorbitant Power, which, 
if r^oc timely oppofed, and with flood with Vigour and Re- 
folution, may become fonnidable to all Europe, and enable 
the Aggreffors, without Controul, to maintain their mt^ 
warraiuabic Attempts. 

■ Nor can we at all doubt of the Spirit and Defign of this 
new Fricndlhip and Alliance, when we fee it cemented by 
mutual Obligations for fupporting one of the Contra£iing 
Powers in the unjulliiiable and ufuiped Exercife of the Of* 
tend Trade^ at the fame Time tiiat a peremptory Demand 
is made and mfiiled upon by the other, for the ReiUtution 
of Gibraltar, a Place of fuch Importance to the Trade of 
this Kingdom* 

* But the Con C deration that creates the higheft Refent- 
ment in your faithful Commons is, to fee that whenever the 
Ambition of Foreign Princes leads them to afpirc and 
grafp at exorbitant Power, or to acquire and poiTefs them- 
felves of any valaable Rights and Privileges belonging to 
the Subjeas of your Majelly and your Allies, all Guaran* 
tees, and the jnolt folemn Engagements of Faith and Grati- 
tude to your Majellyj purchased by the Blood and Trea- 
fure of this Nation, are cancelled and forgot ; and it ii 
vainly imagined that your Majefty mull either tamely fub- 
mit to J and patiently acquiefce under, the greateft Indigni- 
ties and Injuries to your Crown aJid People, or be in ful ted 
with Menaces and Projedls in favour of a Popiih Pretender, 

* But your Majefly's loyal, faithful, and aifedionate Sub- 
je£hj the Commons of Great Britain, fenfible of the inesti- 
mable Bleflings they enjoy under your Majeiiy's moil graci- 
ous and happy Government, have too great a Regard to the 
Honour and Dignity of your Crown » and too inuch Ab- 
horrence and Deteftation of an abjured Pretender, to fuf- 
fer thefe vain Terrors to hai'e any ill Elfe^fc upon their 
Minds or Deliberations, 

* It is with Indignation that we fee this injorioas Ttieat- 
ment and thefe provoking Infults ; and it is with an un- 
ftakcn Fidelity and Refolution, that we are determined, 
with our Lives and Fortunes, to itand by and fupport your 
Majefty again ft all your Enemies, 

* We muftj at the fame time, with all Gratitode, ac- 
knowledge your Maj efty^'s Wifdom and Vigilance, in 
flrengthening your felf with the Alliance of Powers unitc4 
in Intcreil, and bell able to withiland the impending Dan- 
gefj and to fupport the Common Caufe of Europe. 

* We fe«, with the greatell Satisfa6lion, the Naval Power 
of Great -Britain appearing In diftant Kegions, in its pro- 
per Ltiilre, fo ufefully im4 wifeljr employed to carry Safety 
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Ann* t}. Geo.i. ' and Prote6Uon to your own Subje£b and to your Allies, and 
y__^ ^~'^'_} ' to curb and reftrain the boafted Projofts of the Difturbert 
'^*~ * of the Peace of Europe. 

* And as we cannot but look upon the Meafures and Re- 
< iblutions concerted and taken in Oppdition to, and in De- 
' fiance of the moil folemn Treaties, as tending to an imme* 

* diatc Rupture, We humbly befeech your Majefty, that 
' you will be pl^ded forthwith to give the neceflary Orders 
' for putting diis Kingdom into a Pofture of Defence ; and 

* we afTore your Ma|e%, That we will not only cheerfully 

* and efFedually raife the Supplies necef&ry for the prefent 

* Exigency of Afiairs, but will fupport your Majeily in mak< 
' ing good yoar Engagements with your Allies, in preferv* 

* ing the Balance of Power in Europe, in defending the pre- 
^ fent Pofleffions of the Crown of Great'Britain, in fupport- 

* ing the Trade of this Nation againft all unjuflifiable and 

* pernicious Incroachments, and in defeating and confounding 

* all Attempts that ihall be made in Favour of the Pretender, 

* and for the DefbradUon of our Religion, Liberties, and 

* Properties. 

< And that all, who wiih well to the Peace and Quiet of 
' your Majefiy^s Government, may have the Satisfa^on to 

* fee, that our prefent Neceffities ihall make no Interruption 

* in the Progrcfs of that defirabk Work of gradually dif- 

* charging the National Debt, we will confider of the sioft 

* pK^r Methods for immediately applying the Prodiice of 

* the Sinking Fund, to the Ufes ior wmch it was fb wifely 

* contrived, and to which it flands now appropriated ; and 

* will repofe fnch a Truft and Confidence in your Majefty as 

* the publick Utility fhall require, and as your Majefty fhall 

* find reaibnable and necefTary- for carrying on the great 

* Work in which your Majefty is engaged, for the Intereft 
' and Security of your People, and the common' Cauie of 

To this Addrefs the King return'd the following Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 
The K»ng'8 An- ** TRetum you my Thanks for this very Dutiful and Loyal 
Jnei thereto. «' J_ Addrcfs I Thejuft Senfe you have exprefs'd of thepre- 
" fent Pofture of Af&irs in Europe, and the hearty Afturances 
^ you have given me of your Support in defending my Pof- 
.•* felons and the Rights and Privil^es of my People, as 
" they are Evidences of your known ^al and Afiedion to 
** my Perfbn and Government, I am perfuaded they win Gon- 
^ firm the Spirit and Vigour of my Allies, and convince my 
^ Enemies how vain and ill-grounded all their Emotions 
^ are^ of being able to fycceed in any. AtttmptSs to oiflarbite 

Peace 
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*• Peace of Europe, and in offering Injuries and Infolu to ^/jj.^'" 
** this Nation. y.^^^^^^*'^'! i^ 

January 20. In a Committee of the whole Houfe his Ma- 
jeily's Speech was taken into Confideration, and a Motion 
that a Supply be granted to his Majefty was unanimoufly a- 
greedto. 

Jan, 21. Mr Farrer» from the Committee of the whole 
Houfe, reported the preceding Day's Refolution for a Sup- 
ply, which was agreed to Nem. Con, and it was rcfolv'd, to a supply roied, 
addrefs his Majefiy for the ufual Eftimates for the Year 1 727. 

Jan. 23. The Commons refolvM to addrefs his Majeily 
for the Acceifion of the States General to the Treaty of Addwfetotfce 
Hanover, together with the feparate Articles, if there were S^^fi^? 
any; as alfo for the Copies of fuch Memorials, and Letters Memorials, &c. 
with the Anfwers thereto, as pafled between his Majefty^s "^®^^'**"** 
Miniflers, and the Courts of Vienna and Spain, fince the 
Communication of the Treaty of Peace between the Empe- 
ror and the King of Spain, to his Majefty, by the Emperor's 
Miniiler : But a Motion being made by Sir William Wynd- 
ham, and the Queftion put, to addrefs his Majefly, for a Motion for fereid 
Copy of the Memorial prefented to the King of Sweden, by <>«»«« '<^J«««*- 
Mr Poyntz, his Majefty's Envoy Extraordinary, relating to the 
Acceffion of the Crown of Sweden to the Treaty of fifanover, 
datedat Stockhohn the4th of June, 1726: As alfo another 
Motion being made by Mr Pulteney, and the Quefticm put, 
to addrefs his Majefty, for the Secret OfFeniive Alliance be- 
tween the Emperor and the King of Spain, both thefe Que- 
ftions were carried in the Negative, witiiout Dividing. 

Jan, 25. The Conmions, in a Grand Conmiittee, confi- DcUteconccm- 
der'd ferther of the Supply, particularly with Relation to j^i^'prc^ 
the Land Forces ; and Mr Henry Pelhara, having fhewn the Mr H.Pciham. 
Neceffity of an Augmentation of about eight Thoufand Men, 
Dragoons and Foot, the fame was warmly oppofed by Mr i 
Shippen, Dr Friend, Sir William Wyndham, Mr Hunger- ^'S"' 
ford, and others j who were anfwer'dby Mr Henry Pelham, MrHilirX^"* 
Col. Bladen, Sir William Yonge, and General Wade; fo M^HiShaii. 
that it was, at laft, refolv'd by 250 Voices againft 85, 1. That S^vv^ySW. 
the Number of effedive Men to be provided for Guards, ^**- ^*'**' 
Garrifons, and Land Forces for the Year 1727 be, includ- 
ing 1850 Invalids, and 555 Men, which the {vc Independent 
Companies coniift of for the Service of the Highlands, 
26>383 Men ; II. That the Sum of 885,494 1. 9 s and 4 d. 
be granted for defraying the Charge thereof Thefe Refolutions, 
being the next Day reported, were agreed to by the Houfe. 

Jan. 27. Copies and Tranflations of feveral Memorials, 
Letters, &c. rduing to the Courts of Vienna and Spain, 
were laid before the Houfe, and ordered to lie on the Table ; 

after 
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Alltt6l^Gco.I. after which, in a Grand Committee, the Commons confider'd 
l_ '— r^'i,_f of Ways and Means to raife the Supply, and Sir Robert 
Walpole having fhew'd the Neceffity of laying four Shillings 
sirR. waipoic'* ^ the Pound on Land, the fame was oppofed by fome Mem- 
T^^lTlJ;^" ^"> ^^^ alledged, * That it were more eligible to apply the 
ptoiuid, which, af. Produce of the Sinking Fund towards the prefent Neceflities ; 
isapSto. **• but the Quellion being put upon Sir Robert Walpole's Mo- 
tion, it was refolv'd in the Affirmative, by 190 Voices 
againft 81, which Refolution, being the next Day reported, 
was agreed to by the Houfe. 
^Sandys'sModoa February 6. Mr Sandys moved, * That an humble Addrcfi 
Letter, on which be presented to his Majefty, that he would be graciouily 
^Hi^h^i^nd pleafed to conmiunicate to this Houfe, Copies of the Decla- 
•Ja^b?^^^"* ration. Letter, or Engagement, which in the Marquife de 
Pozobueno's Letter to the Duke of Newcaille of the 21ft of 
December laft, is aflerted to be a pofitive Promiic, upon 
which the King of Spain founds his peremptory Demand for 
the Reilitution of Gibraltar, which had been fb folemnly 
yielded to the Crown of Great-Britain by the Treaty of 
Utrecht, and was afterwards confirmed and granted to Great- 
Britain by the King of Spain's Acceffion to the Qaadruplc 
Debate thereon, -^^liance.* This Motion was feconded, and Ibenuouily fup- 
ported by Sir William Wyndham, Mr Hungerford, and alfo 
sirw.wyndham. by Mr William Pulteney, who took Notice of a Letter, 
M^w'SSwy. wrkt6n in 1721, to one of the Emperor's Plenipotentiaries 
at Cambray, wherein a Promife for the Reftitution of Gi- 
braltar was exprelly mention'd : ' But they were oppos'd by 
Mr Henry Pelham, Mr Thomas .Broderick, Mr H. Wal- 
iJ'S p*i?*"u pole, and Sir Robert Walpole. The latter did not difown, 
Mr H. Walpole. * That fuch a Promile might mdeed have been made m a 
R. WaJp«ie. fQrjjjgj. Adminiftration ; but this he was fure of, that if there 
was fuch a Promife, it was upon certain Conditions, which, 
not having been performed within the limited Time, was 
thereby become invalid ; and as for the Declaration or Let- 
ter, the Communication of which was infilled on, the fame 
was altogether impradicable and unprecedented ; the private 
Letters of Princes beingalmoftas facred as their very Perfons.' 
Then the previous Quellion being put, whether the Quellion 
upon Mr Sandys's Motion Ihould be put ? It was carried in 
the Negative, by 204 Voices againll 97. The Reader will 
fold a Copy of tliis Letter in the APPENDIX, 
Addrefs for Papws /T^^. y. The Commons rcfblv'd to addrefs his Majcfly for 
periSa?^- " Copies of fuch Memorials and Reprefentations, as have been 
Company. made to the Court of Vienna, concerning the Charter grant- 

lord Moroeth's ed to the Oilend Company, with the Anfwers thereto : After 
'£^?KrtfeS"iftto which, the Lord Morpeth mov'd, * That another Addrefs 
^■^^^^ be prefented to his Majefty, that he would be gracioufly 
pleafed to diredt Copies to be laid before this Houfe, of all 

fuch 
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utuch MtmDthhf or Reprefcntations to his Majelly, from ^e Anno tjl Geo. i 
r Crowns of Sweden and Deumark, as did induce him to fend *7^»^7. 
[the; 

'will 



^M the Squadron of Ships the laJl Year into the Ealtlck, ai ib 
^■ffreat an Expcnce to this Kingdom/ He was fcconded by Sir 
'^^ William Wyndham ; but oppofed by Sir WilUam Yonge, and s« w. Wyodhan 
the Hon. Mr Vcrney* Hereupon Mr Walpole endeavoured to Hon^MrvSey, 
juflify all the Steps that had been taken by Great' Eri tain j uik,w^^,' 
fmce his Majefty's happy Aeceffion, p^ticularly from the 
Opening of the Congrefs of Cambray to this prefent Time^ 
to prcferve the Eahmce of Power, the Peace of Europe, and 
the Tranquility of the North i and with ihh J aft View to 
prevent the Czarina's Defigns againil Sweden and Denmark^ 
in favour of the Duke of HoUtein* Mr William Pulteney 
anfwer 'd him» and was replied to by Mr Broderick $ and the 
Queilion being put upon the Lord Morpeth *3 Motion, it 
paifed in the Negative, by 1 96 Voices againjt 79. 

Fek 1 3* Upon the Order of the Day, for the Houfe to 
go into a Grand Committee to coniider of the Supply, feve- 
ral Papers were referred to the faid Committee, viz. The 
Copy and Translation of the Convention between Great- 
Britain, the States- General^ and the Landgrave of Heile- 
Caffel, February 1 3th, 1 701 -a, alfo the Ellimatc of the Charge 
of 4000 Horfe and 8000 Foot of the Landgrave of Hcile- 
C^iTel, from the ift of April, to the 24th of December 1727- 
Then a Motion was made by the Court-Party, and the Que- 
ftion- put, * That the Account Oiewing how the Money given Mction nhUn^ 
for the Service of the Year 1726, has beeft difpofed of, Ti^OT^Uth^f^i^ 
diilinguilhed under the feverai Heads, until the firit Day of i^'ihe^li'"?^ 
February 1 726-37, and the Parts thereof remaining unfatisficd, if''[^^^ij_^V/* 
with the Deficiency thereupon, be referred to the faid Com- Cranti. 
mittee : ' But there being in that Account an Article of the ^*E»teti»eremi. 
Sum of I z 5,000 L charged, in general Terms, as iflned out ^ 

for other Engagcinents and Expcnces over and abo^T fuch 
as are therein pardcukrly fpccified, Mr Shippen, Mr On- 
flow, and MrWjiliam Pulteney ft rpnuoaflyinMcd, ' That be- Mrsbipprn. 
foie the faid Account of the Deficiency of the laft Year's ^ fv^jf!^^. 
Grants was refcrr'd to the Grand Committee, which Rcfe- 
lence, according to the Ufage of Parliaments, tacidy im- 
plies an Acquiefcence in the Difpofal of the Money therein 
mentioned, the Houfe fhould be acquainted with a particular 
Difpofition of fo confide rafale a Sum as that of 125,000]. 
This was a5 ftrongly oppofcd by Sir Willi ant Strickland, Mr 
Horatio Walpole, ajid Sir Robert Walpole, fo that the pre- ^u w strJ 
vious Qucftion being put. That the Queftion be put upon SJ'^.w^ 
the Motion before-mention'd, the iame occafion'd a Debate 
that lafted till fix in the Evening, when the faid previous 
Queftion being calPd for, it was refolv'd in the Affirmative, 
by 1 78 Voices againil 78 i and the main QiiefiioD being put^ it 
V o L, L C c c ' wm 
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was ordered, That the faid Account be referred to the faid 
Committee. This done, the Houfe went into a Grand Com- 
mittee on the Supply, and refolvM to graiu the Sum of 
160,3061. 17 s. 5(1. to make good the Deficiency of the 
Grants for the Year 1726. 

Feb. 1 4. The above-mentioned Refolution being like to meet 
with great Oppofition, by reafon of the 125,000!. above- 
mention'd, it was moved, and refolv'd, without dividing, to 
addrefs his Majeily for a particular and diftind Account of 
the Diflribution of the Sum of 125,6001. which, in an Ac- 
count iaid before the Houfe, Ihewing how the Money given 
for the Year 1726, has been difpofed of, is charged to have 
been iffued for other Engagements and Expences, over and above 
fuch as are therein particularly fpeciiied, for the fecuring the 
Trade of this Kingdom, and preferving the Peace of Europe ; 
and alfo of the Times when the faid Sum of 1 25,0001. was 
iffued and diilributed. After this, Mr Farrer reported the Re- 
folution on the Supply above-mentioned, which was agreed to. 

Feb. 15. A Petition of George Townfend and othen, 
late Commiffioners for Licenfing Hawkers, &c. was prefented 
to the Houfe, and read, praying. That Leave may be given 
to bring in a Bill to enable the Lords Commiflioners of his 
Majefty's Treafury to compound with the Petitioners for a 
Debt due to the Crown, occafioned by the Default of Tho- 
mas Tomkins, late Cafliier of the faid Office, who hath 
withdrawn himfelf beyond the Seas, or that they may have 
fuch other Relief a^ to the Houfe fhall feem meet. 
Sir Robert Walpole- having acquainted the Houfe, That his 
Majefty gave his Confent, that fuch a Bill might be brought 
into the Houfe, as was diefir'd by the Petitioners, the faid 
Petition was referred to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

Feb. 2 1 . Sir Paul Methuen reported to the Houfe, That their 
Addrefs of the 1 4th Inftant, viz. * That his Majefty would be 

* gracioufly pleafed to diredt the proper Officers to lay before 

* this Houfe a particular and diftinft Account of the Diflri- 

* bution of the Sum of 125,000!. which, in an Account laid 

* before this Houfe, fhewing how the Money given for the 

* Year 1726 has been difpofed of, is charged to liave been 

* iffued for other Engagements and Expences, over and above 

* fuch as are therein particularly fpeciiied, for the fecuring 

* the Trade of this Kingdom, and preferving the Peace of 

* Europe, and of the Time or Times when the (aid Sum of 
' 125^000!. was iffued and diftributed,* had been prefented 
to his Majelfy ; and that his Majefty had commanded him 
to acquaint this Houfe : " Tliat the Sum of Money men- 
" tioned in tliis Addrefs has been iffued and Si/burfed, pur- 
** fuant to the Power given to his Majeily by Parliament, for 
^* Receiiary Services sind £ngagemei\]^ of the utmofl Impor- 

" tance 
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" tance to the Trade and Navigation of thas Kingdom, an. . *"[':jjj'^^*'***' 
*' the Tr^mquilky of Europe, aTid which require the greatctt U-^-v^^ 
" Secrecy i and therefore a panic ulaj* and dillind Accoiinc 
*' of the DiHriburion of it cannot poiTibly be given, with- 
" out a manifefl Prejudice to the Publick/' 

Hereupon Mr William Pulteney endeavour 'd to Oiew the Ufwa which Wr 
Jnfufficiency of chat Anfwer, allcdging. That he had an en- fo'!'^flSi°A?- 
tire Confidence in his Majelly's great Wifdom, patemid Care, Jf^"^'^'^ ^^^ 
sind Royal Word j but that, when in the lalt Seilion the 
Houfe came to a Refolution, ' effi;£lually 10 provide fbr and 

* make good all fuch Expences and Engagements as fhould 

* be made, for the Security of the Trade and Navigation 

* of tills Kingdom, and for the Prcfervation of the Peace of 

* Europe ; * {^See p. 3 70.] the Commons did not thereby diveJl 
themfelvcs of their undoubted Right of being acquainted witli 
the Difpofition of publick Money ; that if rhey gave up fo ef- 
fcntid a Right, that Houfe would become altogether ufcJefi, or 
ferve only blindly to approve of, and regitter the A€ts and 
Deeds of the Minifters. That he did not, in the leail, doubt 
the iffuing and Disburfement of the iz^ ^oooh in Queilion, 
for neccifary Services : But that if they were fatisfied with 
fuch a general Account, the fame might, in future Reigns, 
prove a ver^' dangerous Precedent^ and ferve to cover Jm- 
bezalements of the publick Treafure ; therefore he moved, 

* That a farther humble Addreis be made to his Majelly, hum- 
bly reprefendng the indifputable Right of this Houfe, to have 
particular and dillinft Accounts laid before them of the Difpo-* 
iition of all Money granted by this Houfe, for the Service of 
the Publick ; and that this Houfe did moft earneftly befeech 
his Majefly, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to order 
fnch an Account of the ii^^oool, (aid to have been expend- 
ed for fecurjDg the Trade of this Kingdom, and prefer ving 
the Peace of Europe, to be forthwith laid before the Houfe.^ 

This Motion was feconded by Mr Shippen, but was op- nebatc thcraC 
pofed by Mr Doddington, Mr Lewis, [^f Southamptajt] and Mr shippen- 
Sir Wiiiiaxn Yongc 1 upou which there was a high and warm IJ[ f^ilj"^^""^ 
Debate, from one till fix in the Afternoon, The Courtiers sirvv.Yonec- 
repreftnted, * That the Sum in QueJlion was inconfiderable, 
and that it was impoffible efFedually to carry on important 
Negotiations, without expending a great deal of Money in 
Secret Service.' And Mr St. John Broderick mentioned, in ^^^^ ^ Bn»iflrkt. 
particular, a Cafe in Queen Arnie's Reign, when the Com- 
mons acquiefced in fuch a general Anfwer, for a more con- 
fiderable Sum. The Precedent by him quoted was read by 
the Clerk, as follows, viz. 

* On the 1 6th of January 1710- 11, Mr Secretary St 

* John • acquainted the Commons, that their Addrefles of 

C c c 2 * the 
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Anno^Geci. on the Neglcft of the Commiffioners of the Treafury, 
l_, — , - ',1 _| whofe Office and Duty it was, to have call'd the Petitioners 
'9ir w. Yonge. to Account.' Hereupon Sir William Yonge endeavoured to 
excufe the prefent Adminiftration, the Failure of the Ca- 
ihier of the Commiffioners of Hawkers and Pedlars, which 
had occaiion*d the Deficiency in Queflion, having happened 
before their Time ; and the Multiplicity of arduous, impor- 
tant and intricate Affairs that fell out fmce, having fo taken 
up the Attention of the Managers of the Treafury, that it 
was no Wonder if fo inconfiderable a Branch of the Reve- 
Thc above Peti- Hue had efcaped their Notice.' And then mov'd, ' That the 
titarqcaed. Petition of the late Commiffioners of Hawkers and Pedlars 
be reje(fled ; which was carried without di^ iding. Neverthe- 
lefs, fome Gendemen of the Country Party, came on again 
to the Charge, and inveigh'd againft the Audacioulheis' of 
fome Perfbns, who, by their corrupt Management, thought 
themfelves fo powerful and fecure, as to dare to fcreen the 
greatefi: Offenders.' To which an eminent Member replied, 

* That he could not help reflefting on the Envy and Rancour 
of fome Men, who made it their conftant Bufinefs to 
thwart and revile thofe who had the Honour to have a Share 
in the Adminiftration, and who, not fatisfy'd with (hewing 
their Malignity within thofe Walls, fhot likewife their Poi- 
fon in the Dark, and fcatter'd it under Allegories in vile 
Libels.' To prevent farther Altercation the Courtiers call'd 
for the Order of the Day, and the Queflion being put thereon, 
it was carry'd in the Affirmative, by 248 Voices againft i 24. 

LordFitzwiiiiams March 8. Lord Fitzwilliams, Member for Peterborough, 
SSfivc Me'morii" took Notice, ' That on the zd Inftant Monfieur de Palm,, 
^TlS^X^th? ^^^ Emperor's Refident, in an Audience he had of the King,. 
Emperor^ Mini- delivcr'd into the Hands of his Majefty, a Memorials in 
forVhe famc°to be Latin, couch'd in a very indecent and injurious Stile, alto- 
Houfc-^*'" '^^ gethcr unufual, and very unbecoming the Majefty of Crowned 
Heads ; and to add to the Indignity, that the faid Memorial 
was, the next Day, publickly difpers'd, and that printed 
Which is agjced Copies of Trapflations of it, one in Englifh, the other, in 
^' French, had been fent to feveral Members of both Houfes 

of Parliament, Aldermen of London, and other Perfons, to- 
gether with a Tranflation in the fame Languages, of a Letter 
from the Count de Sinzendorf, to M. de Palm, wherein that 
Refident was ordered, * To prefent the faid Memorial, firft 

* to the King of Great Britain, and afterwards to publifh it 

* to the whole Nation.' His Lordftiip added, ' That this 
Appeal from a l^oreign Power to the Pec^le of Great Britain, 
againft their lawful Sovereign, was fo unprecedented, and fo- 
great an Infult upon the Crown of Great .Britain, and on 
his Majefty's (acred Perfon, that he thought the Houfe 
ought to refent it in the moft lively Manner ; and thereupon 

"ho 
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he mov'd^ That an humble Addrefs be prefentcd to his Ma- Anno 13. Ceo. i. 
jefty, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to give Direftions, ^/-I?^'iZ'^ 
that the faid Memorial, picfented to his Majeity by Monfieur 
de Palm the Imperial Refident, might be laid before the 
Houfe ; and being fcconded by Sir Gilbert Heathcote, the 
faid Addrefs was order'd to be prefented. 

March 10. Sir Paul Methuen, by his Majefty*s Command, sir PiuU Methoctt 
laid a Copy of Monfieur de Pahn's Memorial before the Houfe, Houfe [°cop% 
together with the Tranflation of it ; whereupon it was re- «i»ciaid Memorial. 
folved to take the fame into Confideration on the 1 3 th. 

March 13. The Commons proceeded to take into Confi- 
deration the Memorial prefented to his Majefty by Monfieur de Debate Uiewau 
Palm ; and the Tranflation of the faid Memorial being read. 
Complaint was made to the Houfe, that the Subflance of 
the faid Memorial had been printed and publifh'd in a Paper 
intitled, Tranjlation of a Memorial^ ^c. whereupon the faid 
Paper was brought up to the Table and read ; after whick 
the Lord Fitzwilliams, Sir jjobert Walpole, Mr Onflow, Sir ^r^^^- 
William Yonge, Mr Doddington, and Sir William Strick- xfe onflow. " 
land ; alfo Sir William Wyndham, Mr William Pulteney, m^ o^id^"^ 
Mr Sandys, Mr Shippen, Mr Hungerford, and Sir John St siJw.wySSSi: 
Aubin, fpoke on this Occafion, and agreed in exprefling the JJr w. Puitcney.' 
higheli Indignation and Refentment at the Affront offered to mI shlpJJli. 
his Majefty, by the Memorial deliyer'd by Monfieur de Palm; SJ^j^KAubia. 
and, in a particular Manner, at his Audacioufnefs in printing 
and difperfing it throughout the Kingdom' ; and very fevere 
KeHedions were made on the ill Returns from his Imperial 
Majefly to the great Obligations he had to Great Britain. 
They only difFer'd, as to the Manner of Wording their Cen- 
fure upon fo extravagant an Infult upon his Majefly ; but at 
lafl it was moved, and refolved, Nem. Con. That an humble An Addrcft re. 
Addrefs be prefented to his Majeily, * To exprefs the highefl OccaAoi 
Refentment of this Houfe at the AfFront and Indignity of- 
fered to his mofl facreJ Majeily, by the Memorial delivered 
by Monfieur de Palm the Emperor's Refident, and at his In- 
folence in printing and difperfmg the fame throughout the 
Kingdom ; To declare their utmofl: Abhorrence of this au- 
dacious Manner of appealing to the People, againll his Ma- 
jefly ; and their Deteftation of the prefumptuous and vain 
Attempt of endeavouring to inilill, into the Minds of any of 
his Majefly's faithful Subjefts, the leafl: Diitrutlor Diffidence 
in his mofl facred Royal Word ; To retu !i his M tjcfty the 
Thanks of this Houfe, for his Care znl \ i;jilri'C(:, in dif- 
covering the fecret and pernicious DlT:^;.: t4 bi^ Enemies, 
and his Goodnefs in communicacir.j^ Uj i.i^ Parliament the 
Dangers that threatened rh.ib Kingdom ; And to afTure his Ma- 
jeily, that this Houfe will Hand by and fupport his Majefly 
againfl aU his open and fecrcl Enemies, botli at Home and 

Abcoad j 
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Abroad i 2iiA eife£tually defeat the Expe&tloiis of all fiich 
as may have, in any Manner, countenanced, encoufaged, or h 
abetCed the DiRurben of the publitk Tranquility in t bis ex- ■ 
travagant Infuk upon his Mzjedy, or flattered them with 
Hopes, that an oblllnate Perfeverancc in their deftnidive 
Meafares, could ftagger the Firmnefs of the Erltiih Nation, 
in Vindication of his Majefly'a Honour, rind the Defence of 
their Rights and Privileges.' And a Commiite« was appoia- 
ted to draw up an Addiefs upon the faid Refoludon. 

March 14. The Lord Hervey was fent from the Com-* 
monSf to defire a Conference with their Lordfhips upon a 
Matter of the higheft Importance to the Honour and Dignity 
of the Imperial Crown of Gtt^l Britain- This Confejcnce 
being readily agreed to by the Jjords^ and the Managers of 
both Houfes met in the Painted Chamber, thofe of the Com- 
mons defired the Concurience of the Lords to the Addrefi 
relating to Monfieurde Palm's Memorial, which had been drawit 
up by their Committee, reported by the Lord Fitzwilliams, and 
agreed to ; and the Managers for the Commons left the faid 
Addrefs with the Lords, with other Papers relating thereto. 

March 15, At a fecond Conference, the Managers for the 
Lords declared to thofe of the Common^;, that their Lord- 
fhips had agreed to the faid Addrefs ; which the next J^s^y 
was by both Houfes prefented to the King, as follows : 

Moil Gracious Sovereign, ^B 

* ^T 7E your Majelly's moll dutiful and faithful Subje^b* 

* V V *^^ Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons of 

* Great Britain in Parliament aflembled, think it our indif- 

* penfible Duty to exprefs the higheil Refentment at the Af- 

* iront and Indignity offered to your moft Sacred Majeily, 

* by the Memorial deHver'd by Monfieur de Palm, the Em- 

* peror's ReJident i and at his Infolence in printing and dif- 

* perfmg the fame throughout the Kingdom » ^ 

* This audacious Manner of appealing to the People a- ^ 

* gainft your Majefty, under the Pretext of applying to yoM 

* for Redreis and Reparation of fuppofed Injuries, and turning 

* a Memorial, prefented to your Majefty, into a feditious 

* Libel, is a Proceeding that creates in us the utmofl Abhor- 
' rence and Detelbtion. 

* The Endeavouring to inllill, into the Minds of any of 

* your faithful Subje^s, the kali Diftruil or DiJHdence in 

* your Majeily's moft Sacred Royal Word, or to make a 

* Diflinftion between your Majelly and your People, is an 
' Attempt as vain as prefumptuous ; for, by your Good- 

* nds, tie Intercft of your Majelly and your People is but 

* One, and as mfeparable ; as their Duty, Afie^ion and Con- 
l fidence in your Majelly are moil julliy jmd defervedly un- 

* altciablf jLi 
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* alterable ; and if Time has not effaced the Memory of the Anno 13. cco, i. 

* glorious Exploits and important Succours, confefled to have ^ „^^^' ^ 

* been received from Great-Britain ; Gratitude, Affection and . 

* Efteem for this Nation will be beft manifefted, by doing 

* Honour to the King, whom the People honour, and Juftice 

* to the People, whole Rights and Privileges the beft of Kings 

* is now defending againit the Invafions and Incroachments 

* made upon them. 

* We return your Majefly our (incereft Thanks for your 

* Care and Vigilance^ in difcovering the fecret and per- 

* nicious Deiigns of your and our Enemies, and for your 

* Goodnefs, in communicating to your Parliament the Dan* 

* gers that threatened this Kingdom. 

* And we beg Leave to. afiure your Majefty, That no 

* Amufements, by artful orcvafive Denials, fhall lead us into 

* a falfe Security, or 4ivert us from exerting our felves in 

* Vindication of your Majefty's Honour, or from defending 

* and ftfpporting your Majefty againft aU your open and fe- 

* cret Enemies, both at Home and Abroad. And if any 

* among your own Subjedb have been fo wicked as to coun- 

* tenance, encourage and abet the Difturbers of the publick 

* Tranquility, in this extravagant Infult upon your Majefty, 

* or flattered them with Hopes, that an obftinate Perfeve«- 

* ranee in their deftru6live Meafures could ftagger the Firm- 

* nefs of the Britifti Nation ; We are refolved efFedlually to 

* defeat all fuch groundlefs Expedations, and to convince the 

* World, that the Intrigues of a Few cannot, in any Degree, 

* abate or flacken that Vigour and Refolution, With which 

* a true Love and Concern for our Country, a juft Senfe of 

* its Interefts, and an unlhaken Loyalty to your Majefty 

* have infpired us.' 

To this Addrefs his Majefty returned the following Anfwer. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" XT' OUR unanimous Concurrence, in this dutiful and* His Majeftys An. 
** X affedionate Addrefs, gives me the greateft Satisfac^ iwcr thereto. 
** tion. The juft Concern you exprefs for my Honour and ^ 

" the Dignity of the Crown is i^ry becoming a Britilh Par- 
** liament. And this frefti Proof of your Confidence in me 
" will convince the World, that all iUtempts to divide our 
** Hearts and Interefts will be vain and ineffedual." 

Jpril 12. After the Reading of the Oder of the Day, Mr scrope's Mo. 
for the Houfe, to refolve itfelf into :; Committee of the c!c^u*^''^*^ 
whole Houfe to confider farther of the Malt-Bill, '^ > 

Mr Scrope mov'd, * That it be an Inftrudion to the faid 
Committee, that they have Power to receive a Claufe of 
Api»t)priation, with a Power to his Majefty to apply fuch 

Vol. L Ddd Sum* 
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Sums of Money as fhall be neceffary for anfwering and de 
fraying fuch Expences and Engagements, as have at any 
Time been, or ftiall before or until the 25th of Decem- 
ber 1727, be made by his Majefty, in concerting fuch Mea- 
fures as he, in his great Wifdom, thinks will beft conduce 
to the Security of the Trade and Navigation of this King- 
dom, and to the preferving and reftoring the Peace of Eu- 
rope.' He was feconded by Mr Farrer, and back'd by Sir 
Edmund Bacon, Lord Gage, Sir William Yonge, Sir Philip 
Yorke, Mr Talbot *, and Mr Doddington, who alledg'd, in 
Support of the Motion, * That his Majefty was fo unwilling to 
put his Subjedb to any extraordinary Expences, that he had 
demanded no more Supplies this Seffion, than what he 
thought abfolutely neceffary for the Service of the Year : 
But that, in the prefent Pofture of Aflairs, fome unforefeen 
Accidents might require a farther Expence, for which no 
Eftimate could now be made, becaufe fome Treaties, which his 
Majefty thought fit to enter into, were not yet finifli'd ; there- 
fore they ought to enable his Majefty to anfwer fuch Con- 
tingencies J That the Houfe had feveral Times repos'd the 
fame Confidence in his Majefty, which had never been 
abufed ; and what was now ask'd was only for a ftiort Time. 
They were opposed by Mr How, Mr Winnington, Mr Hop- 

,^ kins, Mr St John Broderick, Sir Wilfrid Lawfon, Lord 

to w.ffiS. Morpeth, Mr Thomas Broderick, Mr Gore, Mr Wortley 
M?T\'Brod?rick. Montague, Mr Lutwyche, Sir William Barker, Mr Danvers, 
" '*' Mr Daniel Pulteney, Mr Shippen, Sir William Wyndham, 

Mr Palmer, and Mr Sandys, who urg'd, * That it was un- 
parliamentary to ask or grant Supplies without an Efti- 
mate of the Expence ; That the Claufe moved for was in- 
Mr Shippen. ' coufiftcnt with that Part of the Bill which forbids the ifTuing 
Mr^mw!**"""' of the Supplies thereby graiTted, to any other Purpofes than 
Mr Sandys. ^j^^f^ fpecjfied ; and rendered inejSedbal that Appropriation of 
the publick Money, which the Wifdom of all Parliaments had 
thoueht a neceftary Security againft the Mifapplication of it, 
whidi was the more to be feared, becaufe no Provifion was 
made to oUige any Perfon to account for any Money that 
(hoold be diipofed of, by Virtue of the Power in this Claufe. 
That vaft Sums had nlready been granted, which appeared 
fttfiident to anfwer any Occafions, as far as their prefent 
Views could reach ; and if any unexpected Emergency fhould 
demand a farther Supply, it might be provided for, in the 
ufual Manner, when Neceffity required : That this might 
be done with lefs Inconvenience, and with lefs Danger of 
Mifapplication, than by fnch a Delegation of almoft a Dida- 
/ torial Authority to the Minifters. That this Parliament bad 

already 
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already given fb many Inflances of their Zeal and AiFc£lion Anno ij. Geo. i. 
for his Majefty, that there could be no room to doubt of their ^7'_ 
JReadinefs-to make good whatever his Majefty Ihould expend, '""^'^^ 
in concerting fuch Meafurcs as, in his great Wifdom, he 
fhould think moft conducive to the Advantage and Intereft 
of his People. That fuch an unlimited and abfolute Power ' 

ought never to be given in a free Government, but upon 
Occafions of evident Neceffity, when the very Being of the 
Government is in imminent Danger. That the repoiing a 
Confidence in the Crown, in the Dilpofition of fuch im- 
menfe Sums of Money, as by the Advice of unthrifty Mini- 
fters may be expended, might be attended with great Preju- 
dice to the Properties of the Subjeft, and great Danger to 
Our moft excellent Conftitution, which cannot be preferved, 
but by a ftrift Adherence to thofe effential Parliamentary 
Forms of granting Supplies only upon Eftimates, and of ap^ 
propriating the fame to Services and Occafions publickljr 
avow*d and judg'd neceflfary. That the departing from 
thefc excellent Methods would, by Degrees, render Parlia- 
ments altogether ufelefs. That the Precedents alledged to 
juftify this Qaufe were far from bemg full to the Point, and 
fatisfadory ; and if they were, ought not to be followM, left 
Claufes of the fame Nature might become fo frequent, as 16 
time to lodge in the Crown, and in the Minifters, an abfolute 
and uncontroulable Power of raifing Money upon the People, 
which by our wife Conftitution is, and with Safety can only 
be, lodged in the whole Legiflature.' Mr Pungerford obfervM, Mr Hangerfcrf. 
in particular, * That they had already given four Shillings in 
the Pound upon Land, which he could not but think a very 
heavy and extraordinary Tax, efpecially confidering they 
were more than once told by a great Man, that in his Opini- 
on we fliould have no War : But if now they pafe'd this 
Claufe, it would be tacking a Tail to a Whale, which might 
fwcep away the other fixteen.' The Debate being ended a- 
bout eight in the Evening, and the Queftion put upon Mr 
Scrope's Motion, it was carry 'd in the Affirmative, by 225 
Voices againft 109 ; and the Houfe having refolv'd itfelf into 
a Grand Committee, the Qaufe above mention'd was added 
to the Malt-Bill. 

Jpril 26. The Houfe went into a Grand Conrniittee to sir w. Yonge 
confider farther of Ways and Means for raifing the Supply ; to^KegnmtKa? ' 
and Sir ♦ William Yonge mov'd, * That towards raifmg the Jow'J^dfSJrS^^ 
Supply granted to his Majefty, the Sum of 370,000!. be p^^* 
raifed by Loans, or by Exchequer-Bills, to be charged on 
the Surplufes arifen, or to arife, from and after Michaelmas 
Ddd 2 1726, 

^ Onecf iht Lords ^ the Treafkry^ 
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^""® {2;^^°- ^- 1726, for the Duties on Coals and Calm, granted by an 
A61 of the Fifth Year of his iVfajefty's Reign, from the 29th 
of September 1725, to Lady-Day 1751, and by a fub- 
fequent Aft of the Sixth Year of his Majefty's Reign, made 
perpetual, and which are referved for the Diipofition of Par- 
Mr Dor'' --ton. liameiit/ This Motion was feconded by Mr f Doddington, 
MMf.Tc:.V. ^"^ ^^^^^^ ty Sir + Charles Turner, Mr H. Pelham, Mr 
lA cT'^-^w Talbot, Mr Onflow, and Sir Philip Yorke ; but was ftrenu- 

Sir Philip Yorkc. c:'afly oppoftd by Mr Shippen, Mr How, Mr Hungerford, 
Mrshippen. Sir Jofeph Jekyll, Mr Barnard, Mr Bootle, Mr Wortley 
wiHSaKcrford. Montague, Sir William Strickland, Mr Palmer, MrHutche- 
M- W * * ^^"*. ^^ 'W'illiam Pulteney, and Sir William Wyndham. The 
iwrBo^Se^ Objeftions offered againll the Motion, were, ' That, by fe- 

*^'^uc''^^°''" veral Votes and Ads of ParUaments, all the Exceedings or 
Mrjpaimer*^^'^* Surplufcs of publick Funds were to be applied towards the 
Mr Hutchcfon. leffening of the publick Debts, or to the Increafe of the 
sL^wJwJnSi. Sinking Fund ; and that this Difpofition could not be altered 
without wounding publick Credit, which was already ex-^ 
treme low, iince the taking off any Part of the iVIortgage 
could not but leiTen the Security of the Debt. That it wa$ 
fomewhat ftrange, fuch a Motion ftiould be made by thofe 
very Perfons who had the Honour of being in the Admini- 
flration, who could not have forgot what his Majefty had 
fo ftrongly recommended from the Throne, at the Opening 
of this Seflion,' " That the Produce of the Sinking Fund 
** might be immediately applied to the Ufes for which it was 
♦* fo wifely contrived, and to which it now (lands appro- 
" priated." * And that this Motion was ftill the more fur- 
prizing, after the large Vote of Credit the Houfe had fo 
lately come to.' To all this the Court-Party anfvver'd, * That 
the Surplufes on Coals could not bp deemed a Part of th^ 
Sinking Fund, iince they had never been appropriated, but 
were referved for the Difpofition of Parliament.' And the 
Queftion being, at lad, put upon Sir William Yongc's Mo- 
tion, it was carried in the Affirmative, by 209 Voices a- 
gainft 82. 
ABiiiordcrMto Mril zj. Mr Farrer reported the faid Refdution, which 
ccitiiiio 10 Sir w. being agreed to, a Bill was order d to be brought m thereupoiv, 
YonfecMotionj ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ jp^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ rpj^^^ ^^ Ordered to 

be read a fecond Time. 
bSIIc^^*^"^^* il% 4. Ihe faid Bill was read the third Time, pafs'd, 
and fent up to ^he Lords, and afterwards pafsM into an Ad. 

May 15. The King came to the Houfe of Peers, with the 
ufual Stite, and the Commons attending, his Majefty gave 
the Royal AfTent to feveral Bills j after which, the Lord 
Chancellor read Iiis JVIajefty's Speech to both Houfes, as follows : 

My 
tl Lords 0/ the Treafury, 
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Anno I}. Oeoi. I. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, !_ ~^~ J 

" T Acquainted, you, at the Opening of this Seflion, with. King;, speech at 
** 1 the Dangers which threatened this Kingdom, and the ggg ^^gg^^ 
** Peace and Liberties of Europe. I am now to return yea 
" my Thanks for the Zeal and Difpatch with which yoa 
" have proceeded upcm the feveral Points I then recom* 
** mended to your Care ; for the Confidence you have repofed ' 
** in me ; and for the Affurances you have given me of your 
** Support and Afliibnce in Vindication of my Honour, and 
" in the Maintenance and Defence of the undoubted Rights 
*'* and Privileges of this Nation, fo openly and notorioufly 
*' invaded and attacked. 

" The Siege of Gibraltar proves, beyond all Difpote^, the 
^* End and Deflgn of the Engagements entered into by the 
*' Emperor and the King of Spain ; but the Preparations I 
" had made for the Defence of that Place, and the Bra- 
** very of my Troops, will, I doubt not, convince them 
" of the Rafhnefs and Folly of that Undertaking. How- 
" ever, the Love of Peace has hitherto prevailed upon me, 
*' even under this high Provocation, to fufpend, in fom& 
*' Meafure, my Refentments i and inftead of having immc- 
*^ diate Recourfe to Arms, and demanding of my Allies 
** that Aififtance which they are engaged and ready to give 
** me, I have concurred with the moll CHriftian King and 
" the States General, in making fuch Overtures of Accom^ 
** modation, as muft convince dl the World of the Upright- 
^' nefs of our Intentions, and of our fincere Diipoiition to 
^' Peace ; and demonfbate to whofe Ambition and Thirft of 
** Power the Calamities of .a War are to be imputed, if 
" thefe juft and jpafonable Propoiitions are rejeded. In 
♦* the mean TinlC I ^ve the Pleafure to acquaint you, 
" that the Grown of Sweden has acceded to the Treaty of 
** Hanover, and that the Convention between me, his moft 
" Chriftian Majefty, and the Kang of Denmark, is a^ually 
" figned. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

" The Vigour and Chearfulnefs you have (hewn, in rai£ng 
** fo effedually, and upon fuch eafy Terms, the neceilary 
** Supplies for the Service of the current Year, are not only 
** Inllances of your Zeal and AfFcdtion to me, but demon- 
♦* jftrate the eflablifhed- Credit, Power, and Strength of this 
♦* Kingdom. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

*' It would have been a great Satis^dlion to me, if before 
♦* your Separation I had been able to fpeak to you more po- 
** fitively, and with greater Certainty, upon the prefcnt 
" Poilure and State of Affairs : Sut as you have now 

« difpatcVd 
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AM»^}^eeft.L a difpatchM the Publick Bufincfs, and as the Seafon of the 



Year requires your going into your refpedive Countries, 
I choofe rather to put an End to this Seffion, than to 
** keep you any longer together unnecefTarily. The Provi- 
** ions you have iSade, and the perfedi Union and Harmo- 
** ny between me and my Allies, will, I hope, enable me, by 
** the piyine Affiftance, either to withitand and defeat the 
** befigns of our Enemies, if their Condudl fhall bring upon 
•* us the Neceffity of a War ; or to improve the Bleffings of 
** Peace, if Peace can, with Jufflicc, Honour, and Security, 
•* })c obtained." 

ThePteUament Then the Lord Chancellor, by the King*s Command, 
iprprogued the Parliament to the 27th of June : On the 3d 
of the fune Month, his Majefty iet out to vifit his German 
Dominions } and on the 14th, an Exprefs arrivM at St. 
Jameses, with Advice, that his Majefty was taken ill fudden- 
The BttA or iy on the J^oad, and died at Ofiiabrug on the i ith, in the 
KuBOeanci, ^g^jj Ye2a of his Age, and the 13th of his Reign : He was 
Succeeded in the Throne by his only Son and Heir, his 
Royai Higfinefiiy George Prince of Wales. 



The End of the First Voiu me. 
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